Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


1 1  ■  P  -■  _■     ■  I II  p  ■  v^p^ir>i      p  «    vv-rw<9pp^p 


600055520N 


600055520N 


LUNA  AND  PEROLLO. 


AN  HISTORIC  TALK. 


m 


Printed  bjr  J.  Darlingy  Leadenhall-Stieet,  London, 


THE 

FEUDS 

OF 

LUNA  AND  PEROLLO ; 

OR,  THE 

FORTUNES 

OF  THE 

HOUSE  OF  PANDOLFINA. 


AS  HISTORIC  TALK  OF  THE  8IZTEE 


IN  FOUE  VOLUMES. 


•>;/(  r-«^ 


'y 


Who  fet  tiUi  aadent  quanel  new  abroodi? 
SpMk»  iufbew,  were  you  by  when  it  bc^gan  ? 

SHAKESPEARE. 


VOL.  I. 


LONDON : 

PRIKTBD  rOB 

A.  K.  NEWMAN  AND  CO.  LEADENHALL-STREET, 

1821. 


•»1 


.  r  .    . . 


i ..  - 


■-■  -i . . 


Pftj^F4^P3i: 


•  I 


iog  page»  qffe  ftCQui^tely  dpteiled.from 
a  mauusQript  which  was  wfiUca  by  ft 
native  of  Sciacca,  soon  after  AdDie^eivesiU 
took  place^  and  which  wa«  purchf^^^ 
in  1812,  by  an  En^sh  gcwtlenww  dttfb- 
ring  his  stay  in  tha,t  city,. 

Sinailar  instances  of  p^y  hatred 
and  aniraQsUy  ^e  to  be  n)^t;withAI^ 
the  ftnaato  «f  almost  ey^f y  It^Jiian  jcity 

during  the  nji^dte  9gep.  Mlw>  P^- 
dua,  Florence,  ^^id  Turin,  wex^j^tl, of 
tj)ep^  disgraced  \>^  outrages  equf^  in 
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atrocity ;  but  few  have  been  recorded 
with  the  same  minute  particulars  as 
are  detailed  in  the  manuscript  of  the 
"  Casa  di  Sciacca  f  nor  could  any  of 
them  boast  a  more  popular  chieftain, 
or  circumstances  of  more  ferocious 
barbarity !  these^  dreadful  as  they  may 
appear,  have  many  of  them  been  soft- 
ened down  in  the  following  work ; 
and  throughout  the  whole,  the  charac- 
ters of  all  the  party  have  been  traced* 
with  as  much  fidelity  as  possible. 

The  account  of  Serican  is  historical- 
ly true,  as  are  also  all  the  leading 
events  and  the  circumstances  of  the 
catastrophe ;  nor  has  the  author  devi- 
ated from  the  manuscript  in  any  es- 
sential point  whatever. 

The    character    Accursi    d'Amato 
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may  p^haps  be  supposed  too  terrific 
for  reality,  but  he  is  described  as  '^  un' 
uomo  dun  diabolico  ardire;*'  and 
seems,  in  two  or  three  cases,  to  have 
exceeded  the  measure  of  iniquity  here 
ascribed  to  him.  .      , 

The  obstinate  perseverance  of  don 
Geronimo  Statella^  in  resisting  t\\e  in« 
vitation  of  PeroUo,  and  their  conduct 
respecting  the  Imperial  troops,  are 
ascribed  by  the  writer  of  the  original 
manuscript  to  a  fatality  which  they 
could  not  resist ;  and  nothing  perhaps 
but  their  being  strictly  true,  could 
have  made  them  credible. 

The  author  is  aware  that  the  great 
interest  lies  towards  the  conclusion  of 
the  work ;  but  so  much  previous  detail 
was  necessary  to  make  the  reader  fully 
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gence  at  the  viceregal  palace,  of  the  arri- 
val of  the  baroness  Solanto,  who  had  for 
some  time  been  expected  by  his  high- 
ness the  duca  di  Monteleone,  with  her 
husband  and  family.  Business  of  impor- 
tance having  made  the  presence  of  the 
baron  Solanto  necessary  in  Sicily,  he  had 
been  requested  by  his  friend  the  viceroy 
to  make  Palermo  his  head-quarters,  from 
whence  he  could  visit  any  part  of  the 
island  whith^  his  affairs  might  call  him. 
The  commands  of  his  Imperial  master, 
Charles  the  Fifth,  had  however  detained 
the  baron  on  tibe.eve  of  his  departure  and 
when  his  family  had  already  embarked ; 
but  as  the  cause  of  his  detetition  was  not 
likely  to  be  of  long  duration,  he  resolved 
to  permit  the  baronet  and  his  daughter 
to  take  advantage  of  the  fair  wind,^and  to 
follow  them  as  soon  as  possible.  A  safe 
and  easy  voyage  had  now  brought  the  ba- 
roness to  the  place  o£  her  destination,  and 
she  requested  the  captain  to  apprise  the 
viceroy  immediately  of  her  arrival. 
The  intdligence 
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to  his  exoeUency,  one  of  his  favourite  offi- 
oers»  the  young  Fedoico  Ferollo  was  di- 
rected to  wait  upcxi  the  lady  without 
delay,  and  to  escort  her  to  the  palace. 

With  alacrity  he  proceeded  to  execute 
his  commission,  and  was  received  by  the 
baroness  with  all  the  courtly  elegance  of 
the  high-bom  Castilian,  free  from  the  un- 
bending formdity  too  generally  conspir 
cuous  in  the  Spani^  character* 

The  baroness  Solanto,  in  her  manners, 
was  peculiarly  gentle  and  conciliating; 
and  though  some  time  past  her  prime,  stiU 
t>reserved  vestiges  of  a  beauty  particulariy 
soft  and  feminine.  But  her  daughter,  the 
lady  Costanza  di  Solanto,  to  whom  the 
young  PeroUo  was  introduced  by  her  mo- 
th»,  attracted  his  attention  most  forcibly ; 
brilliant  in  youth  and  beauty,  he  had 
never  seen,  amidst  all  the  ladies  of  the 
Sicilian  court,  one  whom  he  thought  qould 
be  compared  with  her. 

As  the  boat  was  conveymg  the  party 
on  sh(H:e,  the  baroness  remarked  with  de^ 
light  the  enchanting  scenery  which  the 
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^otes  of  the  bay  presented :  <he  bold  pro- 
moi^tories  of  Cefala  ahd  Pdegrino  feniied 
the  extremities  of  tfc^'  amphitheatre,'  in 
which  the  city  rear^  its  gay  and  glitteriiig 
pinnacles-^-ond  t\ib  Mti  of  San  Martino 
dosed  it  in  iVith  a  magnificent  bhek^ 
ground;  whilst  far  away  to  the  east^ 
the  toweritig  head  of  Etna  rose  prou^ 
pre-eminent.  PcrdUo  jotted  with  entlm- 
siasm  in  the  pnd^^  of  Itiid  mttive  Mand, 
and  expressed  the  higlkist  gm6ficati6n  at 
the  pleasure  with  which  -  tb^  tetdi^  con- 
templated the  sceiie  before  thitn.  They 
^w  descending  from  Pd^ttho  the  ptt>- 
c^^siori  which  aCcom]i>anii6d  the  boty  teltes 
6f  S^nta  ftos&lia  from  hetntoinv^h  abode 
to  thii  temporary  reisting.](ilace  prepftWd 
for  them  Ih  the  city. 

in  the  sferenlty  of  a  Sidlito  evenift^j  the 
distant  tftt^ins  df  the  chofiM?ei^>  swelled  bf 
the  vorites  bf  the  Multitude  who  fdDowedj 
mingled  sweetly  with  the  fliint  murmurs 
of  the  wave*.  Mi  they  washed  the  rocky 
6hore  of  the*  ^  Marino.  The  mbilks^  from 
all  the  cbhvehfci  in  the  dty,  in  their  te- 
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rious  robes  of  white,  blacky  and  blue,  ad^ 
ed  to  the  picturesque  b<?auties  of  the 
9Ge»e;  and  the  banners  which  wer^  displ^;^^ 
ed  by  the  attendmts^  gave  to  the .  wbo|i^ 
pageant  a  striking  air  of  splendour  a^4 
sdbmnity.  The  boatmen  paused  c«i  tber 
oars,  and  (tossed  themselves  with  devotica), 
as  they  saw  the  sacred  assembly  winding 
through  the  craggy  pathways  of  the  moun- 
tain, now  hid  from  their  view  by  the  pro- 
jecting masses  of  rock  with  whichf  their 
labi»ious  way  was  encumbered,  and  no^ 
appealing  fully  displayed  in  some  more 
open  space. 

A  short  and  impressive  silence  was  u^ 
dulged  in  by  all  the  party^  which  was  at 
length  broken  by  the  baroness  inquiring 
of  Perollo  if  the  festival  had  begun  ? 

"  The  relics  of  the  saint,"  he  replied, 
•*  will  be  deposited  for  the  night  in  the 
cathedral,  and  to-morrow  our  festivities 
b^n." 

The  swelling  notes  of  the  sacred. music 
again  were  wafted  by  the  evening  breeze 
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from  the  moantain-side,  and  iagain  thie 
party  in  the  boat  was  siltot  The  rays  erf 
the  setting  sun  had  tinted  every  mountain- 
head  with  varying  shades  of  purple,  and 
even  the  lingering  snows  of  Etna  were 
tinged  i4rith  a  ruddy  blush ;  whilis(t  each 
rippling  wave,  as  it  passed  by,  was  crested 
with  the  deep  amethystine  hue  peculiar 
to  the  waters  of  the  M  editerranean  in  the 
iinclouded  sunset  of  a  summer  eve. 

"  The  Bay  of  Palermo  does  indeed  ex- 
ceed all  the  expectations  I  had  formed  of 
its  loveliness,''  said  the  baroness  to  Perol- 
lo,  "  and  fully  justifies  the  encomiums 
bestowed  upon  it" 

•^Oh,  it  is — it  must  be  the  loveliest 
aight  in  nature  Y*  answered  Perollo ;  "  the 
inscription  in  the  Torre  Zizza  is  neither 
false  nor  exaggerated.'' 

"  To  what  do  you  allude  ?"  asked  the 
lady. 

"  Westward  of  the  city  walls,"  he  sa;id, 
'*  stands  an  ancient  Moorish  tower,  which 
some  Castilian  noble  has  of  late  re-edified 
and  embellished ;  inscribing  on  its  wails. 
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the  proud,  but  incontrovertible  bpast— > 
"'  That  M  Europe  is  the  noblest  of  (he  di* 
visions  of  the  earthy  so  is  Italy  the  garden 
(^Europe ;  Sicily  the  loveliest  of  its  p^r- 
terres:  and  Palermo  the  fairest  (f  the 
Jtmoers  which  adorn  it.''  .  ;. 

The  baroness  smiled  at  his  vehemeTic^, 
and  Perollo,  in  enthusiastic  language,  con-r 
tinned  to  descant  on  the  beauties  of  the 
island,  and  particularly  of  the  present 
scene,  pointing  out  to  their  notice  the 
most  striking  objects  it  afforded  —  the 
dark  fdrms  of  Mongierbino  and  Felegrino 
rising  from  the  bosom  of  the  waves ;  the 
&ntastic  shapeof  the  hills  of  La  Bagaria ;  the 
majestic  head  of  Etna,  capped  with  smoke; 
and  still  nearer  to  their  view,  the  city  of 
Monreale  on  the  mountains  behind  Paler* 
mo ;  and  in  the  distance,  an  antique  castle, 
perched  on  the  summit  of  San  Martino. 

The  baroness  listened  with  gratifying 
attention,  and  by  the  countenance  of  the 
lady  Costanza,  she  seemed  to  partake  in 
some  degree  of  the  enthusiastic  delight 
whidi  inspired  their  young  oompawon. 
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who,  t^rhefi  th^y  iisddbed  the  ghore^  regret- 
t^  tlie  toimordhi^  rapidity  with  which 
they  htA  jpeffiHtned  theiri^ott  voyage. 

On  the  Marino  they  fbtind  a  patty  <jf 
the  Tkefegal  attendants  Waiting  to  con- 
duct the  kdies  to  the  jMtlaee.  PeroDo 
reqtieMed  that  his  setriees  might  not  be 
dfa^^sed  with ;  and  they  being  isoiliteous- 
ly  accepted  by  the  batx>ness,  he  continoed 
by  thfe  side  of  her  palfrey  ontil  they  reach- 
fed  theit  destination. 

The  streets  of  Palermo  were  fiflfed  with 
bii^  preparation^  for  the  approaching  fea* 
Hval,  and  all  seemed  in  anxious  expeota* 
Mori  of  the  gala  on  the  morit>w. 

The  baroness  Sdiaftto  was  received  with 
distinguished  kindnecte  and  attention  by 
her  illustrious  host  and  the  duchessa,  to 
whom  she  had  been  long  and  intimately 
known ;  whilst  the  admiration  excited  by 
the  lady  Costanza  was  universal  through- 
out the  court. 

The  festival  began  on  the  succeeding 
evening,  when  the  colossal  image  of  the 
M&lt  was  conveyed,  splendidly  attired^  in  a 
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triamphel  ^esaif  banUknUf  Hluonnated; 
tbroogh  the  disy. :  Tfae^  size  of  the  mm 
chine  on  wkick  it  is  carried^  elevates  :the 
figuM  to  a  level  with  the  tops  ofl'the  hbu*^ 
tes^  and  in  different  ^pavts  d£  the*  car  are 
stationed  npWttrds  off  an  hinidted 
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cian%  to  the  sounds  of  whose  iristruments 
the  festive  hymns  and  shouts  of  thb  multi^ 
tude  arise  in  deep^  and  sdemn  .  chorus. 
l%e  court  of  the  viceroy  assetibhled  in  the 
ardiiepiscopal  palaoe  tograoe  the  C6iiemony» 
and  never  had  it  displayed  a  more  magni* 
ficent  appearance. 

The  popular  diarActer  of  tbe  duca'  di 
Montdeone^  and  ^scinadng  jqanners  of 
the  duchessa^  had  endeared  them  to  al| 
^ranks  in  tlie  nation ;  and  the  homage  due 
to  their  high  station  w^  paid  with  affec- 
tion as  wdl  as  respect.  In  the  gay  circles 
of  Palermo,  they  appeared  continually 
promoting  the  dieerfultoess  and  iiaanimity 
of  the  higher  clastfes^  whilst  shewing 
every  attention  and  care  to  the  wantsi  and 
neeeasities .  of  the  lowest  of  th^itii^p& 

The  present  ocdision .  hid  Ms^mUed  all 
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the  noUes  of  the  metropolisy  who  seemed 
to  vie  with  eadi  other  m  the  miignifioenoe 
of  their  appearance.  The  baroiiess  Solanto^ 
and  ha*  lovdiy  daughter,  were  objects  of 
attention^  to  all ;  and  the  admiration  excited 
by  the  latter  was  not  a  little  hdghtened 
l^  the  luring  modesty  with  whil  it  was 
received* 

Dming  the  early  part  of  the  evening, 
the  young  Perdilo,  who  had  been  mon^ 
particularly  introduced  to  the  stranger 
guests,  as  a  favourite  and  protege  of  the 
viceroy  and  his  duchessa,  was  unceasing 
in  his  attentions  to  them,  pointing  out  the 
ipost  remarkable  of  the  characters  who 
filled  the  gay  scene.  They  were  however 
continually  called  away  to  the  numerous 
persons  *to  whom  they  were  introduced  by 
their  highnesses;  and  after  the  first  part  of 
the  ceremonies  was  concluded,  the  presence 
of  Perollo  was  required  in  a  masque,  which 
was  presented  by  the  young  noUes  of 
the  court,  and  which  consisted  of  an  alle- 
gorical representation  of  the  deliverance  of 
Italy  fitMn  the  Frendi  by  the  arms  of  the 
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Emperor,  and  the  captivity  of  Francis  at 
Favk :  the  interposition  of  the  saints  iii 
fiivour  of  the  Imperial  catlse  was  maintained 
in  hercHc  verse,  which,  with  niiisic  and  dan- 
cing, formed  the  spectacle  now  presented, 
and  in  which  cme  of  the  most  conspictious 
parts  was  sustained  by  Perollo,  with  a  pro- 
priety and  grace  which  catted  forth  g^i^al 
approbation ;  nor  did  his  new  jQriends,  the 
Solantos,  forget  their  thanks  for  the  plea; 
sore  they  had  received,  and  certainly  their 
commendations  did  not  seem  the  leaH 
pleasing  to  him :  their  notice  was  however 
soon  attracted  by  the  vehemence  with 
which  two  ladies  near  them  were  carrying 
on  a  conversation. 

**  It  is  the  duchessa  Camastra  and  sig- 
non  SpineUi,  the  two  most  rigid  devotees 
in  Palermo,"  said  Perollo ;  "  and  they  ap- 
pear discussing  the  merits  of  their  patron 
saints.  The  signora  is  a  Neapolitan  by 
Inrth  and  education.  Consequently  opposed 
in  all  things  to  the  prejudices  of  her  neigh- 
bour, one  of  our  first  Sicilian  dames.^ 

The  banHiess  was  not  a  little  amused  by 
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iJi^e  lavish  tibiise  ii^itb  which  ,^acb  of.  the 
jl^die^  waa  endeavotiiiiig .  to  loftd  tbe  fy- 
iViHinte  of  the  other.       . . 

St;  Geimario»  the  patron  of  Nap)(B^  .wa$ 
^pcmaed  by  the  Siciliaii  lady  of  being  in- 
feeted  with  a  most  ^idoyal  spirit^  in^ining 
entii:ely  to  the  Guelphio  &ction ;  wjulst 
no  one,  she;  proudly  boasted,  could  assert 
tliat  -Santa  Rosalia  had  ever  worked  a  ini- 
racle  in  behalf  of  any  but  the  staunqhest 
Ghibeline ;  the  patrpn  of  Naples  had  been 
puUidy  invoked  by  Francis  himself,  and 
strongly  suspected  of  secretly  favourii^ 
his  cause,  had  he  not  been  overpowered 
by7  the  superior  sanctity  of  Santa  Rosalia. 

"  A  very  good  little  saint,  indeed,"  said 
the  sign(»B,  /^  could  her  legend.be  authen- 
tically made  out,  and  the  value  of  her  serr 
yices  really  ascertained ;  but  the  miriuui- 
lous  Uood  of  St*  Gennario,  every  one  must 
confess,  is  an  eternal  monument  of  its  di* 
vine  origin,  and  far  transcends  any  thing 
which  has  ever  been  heard  or  believed  of 
the  poor  little  reduse  of  Pelegrino ;  be- 
sides, let  me  aijc  you^  duchessa,  -  by  whose 
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add  Was  the  mintculbtts  yiefoiy  of  Pavia 

ODuUIlCu  T   ' 

^  C%,  MwiiEi^  defend  me !  signioray  erer^ 
€ne  kiionms  thqt  it  Wa^^throagh  the  blessed 
mmta  Ildefbnso  and  Rmatia  !''- 

The  debate  piooeeded  wUh  incveasing 
looleilte ;  each  of  the  disputaiiti^  apparent^ 
Iy>  wdl  uilblined  tcr  bestxiw  oo  her  oppo* 
Hent  the  virulence  which  she  heaped  oil 
the  ohjectot  hxar  adoratEon^  tStthe  superior 
daasm  of  a  piimero  6ible  oaUed;thent  to  A 
different  cmpltr^mratr  ftl^tittfdinMM^ 
hoirever  tieithev  "the  Sol&ifto'^'^^  nAr 
th^  psmy  of  ihe  vinsftfyi'  had  Aty-  ahxiet3r4 

^Thi  ihmpsfi»  Ij^f^M^  t»e^egtk  th^ 
honour  of  being  introdtiiied  to  the/vtr^ 
and  dau^fv  of  his  did  fnend  and  fidlow. 
soldi^r^  the  baron  Sctenftc^*?  i$aild  his>  high^ 
ne»k;  fmsentiiig  tor  the.  faidiei  a(  cavalier^ 
whocn  thejrhddiiot  b6£7reisfe«QL-<     :  :r  i  :; 

^<  It  itr  some  tiniei'^  saMilie  marquis^ 
'' lihffce  f  6ir#  the  baron  Ikdanto  ]  ixiyaer^ 
have  beeii.  ixMifined  to  tfae^ Itatian  wa^ 
Whilst  he  has  been  dng^gftdikitfaK/Iihf^^ 
affidn  iQ  aliifDit  eveiy/tiiftiod  m  £ui«pe*f 
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V  ^*I  have  frequently  heard  the  boron 
mention  the  marquis  Leonfort^  with  sen- 
timents of  the  highest  regard  mid  esteem/' 
replied  the  banmess,  ^  and  particularly  re- 
member the  regret  which  was  expressed 
l^  him  on  the  subject  of  your  excellenza's 
wound  last  year  at  the  capture  of  Rome; 
from  your  (wesent  appearance,  however,  I 
trust  that  all  is  well  agmn,-  aiid  the  only 
subject  of  regret,  the  loss  that  your  ccHk* 
finement  proved  to  tile  cause  of  humanity ; 
it:  having  been  the  general  opinion^  that 
the  presence  ond^Eertion  of' such  anoffi^ 
oer  might  iiave  restndned  the  vifoknee  of 
the  troo]gs  during  the  anarchy  of  that  un- 
fortunate period."  #'•:.  ^.        i 

^' No  one  could 'have  regretted  more 
tiinn  mysdf,^  replied  the  tnlirquis,  "^^  the 
scenes  which  iiien  disgraced  oinr  victorious 
army ;  something  still  must  be  conceded 
to  those  fedings  which  the  loss  of  our  he- 
roic general  ooeabieiied^  and  to  the  ii^u- 
didous  conduct  of  the  {>ontiffi  who,  by 
^Uicly  brindiiig  the  German  troops  with 
the  name  of  Lotherans^  and  the  Spaniards 
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with  that  of  Mocm,  )iad  excited  a  pei^nal 
feeling  of  hatred  and  viengeanoe  against 
his  saered  person  .  in  eveiy  individual 
throughout  the  army :  his  obstinate  resis- 
tenoe  afterwards  withkitbe  walls  of  St 
Angela  continued  to  ino'ease/the^  fury  of 
the  conquerors^  and  no  power  but  that  of 
Bourbon  himself  could,  I  fear,  have  curbed 
these  lawless  depredations.*^ 

^  Your  exeellenM,^  I  think;  Was  with 
the  duke  at  the  tithe  of  his  fall  ?** 

^  We  wt&re  wounded  nearly  at  the  same 
instant,  aiid  removed 'ti»  ihei  •  sahie  spot, 
where  my  lamented  fiiend  expired  by  my 
side.'*    • 

^  He  survived  hts  wound  but  a  short 
time,  I  think  7*^  said  the  lady. 

**  From  the  moment  he  received  the 
ball,  he  felt  the  urretriievstble  ixnitequiehce, 
and  his  diief  concern  •  appe^ued  to  be,  to 
conceal  ft  from  the  mefl;  thefetw  words  he 
uttered  were  ex|n«ssive'<>f  his  desire  for 
vietoiy,  and  pardon  for  theoflbnces  of  Iris 
mortal  enemy,  the  implafoable  Louise^  who 
had  been  the  first  cause  of  all^his  errors  and 
misfiMTtttiies.''  / 
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;  Tbe  marquia  reiaMibied  Amt  some  tii^ 
jQcM^^rsafcion  wHb  tlie  ladies,  who  did  iMt 
imtnm  to  the  palaoe  till  a  hte  Imxie  in  the 
niomiiig^ ' •  -  ..  ■.■\,-a:-  .rM.;i':;.-.v!f 
.For  five  smecesave  days;  the  feativiilids 
were  kept  up  with  unabated  ardoiirj  .  Chi 
the  day  after  the  prooessicxi,  a  mugnifica^it 
xnasquerade  was  given  at  Ibe  vkeregaA  pa- 
lace, to  which  the  ;priiict(»l  aHiEi^mf  .as 
well  aa  the  wuitaUd  nobility,' wereinvited. 
The  kdy  Cofttanste  diSoladtoj  habited  in 
the  ime/t  ai^eiidid  costume  o(  Spain^  out- 
shone all;  the  beautiea;  of  Fal^r^io.  The 
grote8qpie,;%ures  of  tamy  of  the  gueits, 
and  the  magnificence  of  others,  rendefed 
the^  motley  sc^ane  particularly  amusing  to 
those  to  whom  ift  ociild  offer  the  charm  of 
novelly.  .?    ... 

Th^  youth  ef  Pe^dyb  had  permitted 
•bdip  but  lat^y  jbo  join  in  the  ^deitiet^  of 
the  metrcqf^lia;  tfid  the  Jady  Clostanza 
had  bten  aebUdtomed^  dudng  the  absence 
of  her  filths,  in  hi»  milittey  dut^,  to  the 
stoictest  retirementt,  fttom .  which  she  .had 
nrrer^   .till  the  present  tiane^ :  em^ged. 
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She  5famii<f€ibeofjvvUte  satiny  fitt^^ 
beautiful  form,  and  confined  at  the  waiii; 
wiftb^a  oiapp  of  liiagnifioeiitbriBiflDts;  her 
fine  daik^hdiiv  bmided  with  peaik^  wai) 
ptvtiaUy  coverod  witha  fine  ilace  Spanish) 
v«l.  Which  was  lasftened  iki  the  top  (if  Sieri 
head,  and  fell  in  light  and  elegant  'MdtF 
over  her  whole  person.    When «he  writer-' 
ed  tlie  ^uehessala  pmate  ^i9ving-4K)om 
pgemam  to  her  .party  entering  the  state' 
ifMutmentt^  her  highnesa.  could  not  hdp 
extoUiiig  fOie  8ui|>ast|ng  loffrUine^  of  iher' 
appearance;  nor  >ihe  dooa-jrefiittn  ifrom^ 
aome  gDod-hmncMtred  nailery,  okt: Abe  ma*-, 
hoe  df  deiermimng  fteudjsstMiy.the  peaee; 
of  4dl  the  iSQUit,  fboth  radie  and  female.  . 

Vhe  'Uiishing  iGostanaa  .wu^  ^fonfiased! 
by  sowfoAi  praise^'ibnt^hermotherilooked' 
gnteAA fiarrtiieiriappnibition  of  her-i^ildi 

ifHoysm  know/^  said  the:dllchessa.to• 
ber^loTd,'1'  Jirfaatis  LPtocUo'aoijharacterrt^f 

if^Ob,  BO^/hb  aniweie^ ;  -^^ithe  disguia^^ 
d!f'^4Sie<gfakiMs>foi'4)l^9^eii^Dgi  is^'^mnijBi' 
tM^  'W  nMie/dh».^arfrite  4mp^rtam^i  Mri 
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the  ladies  must  exatdse  their  ingenuity  in 
diseorering  them.^ 

:  Almost  immediately  they  repMred  to 
the  grand  saloon^  where  all  that  Italy  oould; 
produce  of  splendid  decoration  was  lavii^ 
ly  displayed;  and,  Gpstanza  thought  for 
an  instant  it  must  be  enchaiitmentrHSOiiie 
poetic  dreams  realized.  . 

The  n^asques  now  began  to  arrive  in 
numbers;  but  every  body's,  attenti<m  was 
arrested  by  a  band  <^  Moors,  who  making: 
their  way  to  the  canopy^  gracefully  saluted, 
the  viceregal  party.    They  were  all  hand- . 
somely' attired,  yet  seemed  but  as  foils  to 
their  chief;  he  appeared  from  his  figure' 
to  be  y^nng,  but  being  masqued,  and  not 
having  spoken,  they  could .  not  guess  who 
he  was;  ihe- wore  arrest  and  trowsers  of 
rich  <  green  silk^  embroidered  in  silver,  his . 
belt  and  •  diagger-hilt  were; .  studded  with 
most  costly  < jewels,  and  his  robe  of  velvet: 
and  beautiful  turban  completed  the  cosr: 
tume^    Having  paid  his:  devoirs  ,to  the 
duehessa, .  he  approached .  CostatiafU  i  w4  * 
bowing  very  low,,  kissed;! the >Immi  of  htt3 
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veil;  then  in  a dfeigned  voice,  asked  herto 
danee.  - 

Coetanza,  whotiad  but  a  few  tninutes^ 
before    almost  determined  With    herself 
that  she  dare  not  dance  in  such  lin  assem- 
bly, felt  abashed  and  unable  to  answer, 
but  encouraged  by  the  duchessa,  at  last 
consented.  •  The  dance  chosen  was  a  bo^ 
lero,  in  compHment  to  the  lady's  Spanish 
dress.     She  could  not  but  be  graceful  iti 
all  she  did;  but  at  first  timidity  made  her 
movements  appear  c(»nstraihed-^80oabow<^i 
ever  the  animation  of  her  partner,  the 
music,  the  many  other  couples  who  began 
to  move  about  her,  and,  above  all,  the  na- 
tural elasticity^  of  youthful  spirits,  gave  to 
her  manner  all  the  playful  graees^  that* 
dancing  is  so  capable  of  iidmitting.    No> 
description  can  do  Justice  to  the  elegant: 
movements  of  her >arms  aiid  whole  person^* 
or  the  lightness  with  which,  in  the  qmckiex; 
varieties  of  the  bolero,  ebe  seemed  to  float 
almostinair;  beating  timemthbeautifuLex^i 
actness  with  her  feet  and  castanets,  she  was/ 
only,  eqtialled)  by  iMrifiarthtr,  who  bibw<r 
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ever  4eimbA  fyAmtmt  tita  ;idtiiiafig  hw 
to  think  much  of  himself,  and  only  d^ni^ 

m^^nmcaUy;;  .stm  hw  «ipfciiigilyrT6w  A 

guie,  dn4#;fn  :y«|:  (g^a^Q^l  AQtH)«),  ^HHlhsk 

TJb^  4ai^Q}ib  iWius  engaged  OA  ;rQ{t^viiig 
^r  guei9ta»  An4  t^cf  b«rOi|9$s  i$g)w^  r^ 
mained  fi»-  ^fm^^^i^no^j^eni^^utekih^ 
ing  tb^  dmcets,  irhan  b^r  iMftoition  wii$ 
Qttrdoted  .by  the  ednvorsatioD  of  two  ladies 
9Q«r  jitt;  /wjbkfeL  at  first  siie  iifiteifed  tov^t 
m0»t;ujMQii8cio«ialyv  tiU  at  ^cfftglh  jdie  in- 
tMest  it  .esKcited  jivetted  her  fo  Ahe  iEf)oifc. 

^^)l  Jii^m.iK>{doiabV'  ^i»dxm#  of  4heoei>in 
a]Mi|¥fir  ttt  %  qja/^sf^im  /&am  tb^  x^tther^ 
'^  itbat  it  .Mii)^  be  Abe  yowig  i^erdUo; 
there  in  nflvtai^Ualiit  kirthe  c^url;  whcme 
figure,.  ;ixrjwh€»e  daneing.  oould  be  mifitar 
ksn,.^  ddn  ^edei&oo:;  did  you  sa^  aay 
tbiiigiif  iiuifiiihiiy  .in:  yxmr  iate ivint  to- 

i$SMryra»iieHio«l0rithjdbe  house  of  JLdtnar 
reubiBd  it  iinifiostible^  (to  >be  acquaiDted 
wkh  eny.cfilhe&sailif  of  lierm  Faudolfina;; 
batJik  pilUi(ri'had4:eqihe)rit  o^qMityisii^ffi 


LUNA  AND  FEROLLO.  35 

of  «edng  them,  and  I  think  that  don  Fe- 
derico  bids  fair  to  resemble  his  father^ 
who,  in  «pite  of  the  abhorrence  of  my  re- 
lative, the  countess  Caltabellotta,  is  cer- 
taialy  most  captivating  in  his  manners  and 
address." 

**  Is  the  countess  still  as  amiable  and 
agreeable  as  ev€r  ?" 

f'  Do  not  mention  her,  my  dear  friend ; 
the  bare  idea  makes  me  shudder ;  were  it 
not  for  my  regard  for  don  Sigismund,  no- 
thing should  tempt  me  to  venture  again 
within  the  walls  of  Luna  Castle;  but  Sigis- 
mund,  with  all  his  faults,  will  ever  be  an 
object  o£  affection  to  his  friends." 

**The  death  of  the  countess  Lucretia 
must  have  been  a  great  shock  to  his  feel- 
ings." 

•*  Perhaps,  my  dear  Antonia,  not  so 
severe  as  may  be  supposed ;  her  temper 
too. much  resembled  his  mother's,  and  he 
himself  is  not  the  gentlest  of  men ;  besides, 
there  are  reports  of  his  having  entered  into 
another  engagement— but  with  whom  I 
know  not;  however,  be  the  lady  who  she 

VOL.  I.  c 
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may,  she  has  my  sincerest  pity  and  com-  - 
passion.'* 

The  baroness  Solanto  gave  an  involun- 
tary start ;  the  ladies,  however,  proceeded 
in  their  conversation  without  noticing  any 
one  near  them. 

**  Don  Sigismund  is  young,  handsome, 
and  rich ;  report  speaks  well  of  him,  and  • 
I  see  no  reason  why  he  should  not  be  one 
of  the  most  desirable  matches  in  Sicily •** 

^  To  count  Luna  himself,**  said  the 
otlier,  "  perhaps  few  ladies  would  object ; 
but  there  is  something  in  the  countess,  his 
mother,  beyond  even  her  temper  and  man- 
ners, which  inspires  me  with  a  horror  in- 
describable:  besides,   it   is  whispered  in, 

_     _  ■ 

Sdacca *'    Here  the  speaker  lowered 

her  voice,  and  the  baroness  looking  to* 
wards  her,  saw  lier  companion  express  the 
utmost  bcMTor  at  what  she  lieard— -at 
length  she  said—--^' Impossible !  what  mo* 
tive  could  excite  her  to  such  atrocity  ?*^ 

*V  Hatred,  Antonia — deadly,  implacable 
hatred,  which  governs  with  imperious 
swi^  the  actions  of  the  countess,*^ 
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*  And  who  is  to  succeed  the  iU^lhtid 
Lueretia,  yoiL  have  not  heard  ?** 

^  No ;  a  mysterious  silence  is  preserved 
fai  that  family  on  all  subjects;   and  I. 
believe  tliis  is  known  only  to  the  countess 
and  the  baron  Adriano.'* 

"  Geronimo  Peralta  ?''  said  the  other»  in 
a  tone  of  interrogation. 

••  The  same ;  one  of  the  dearest  friends ' 
of  Sigismund,  and  one  of  the  most  dan<- 
gerous.** 

Some  cavalier  now  approached  the  la*  * 
dies  and  interrupted  them. 

Deeply  interested  in  all  that  related  to 
count  Luna,  the  baroness  Solanto  had  in 
this  short  conversation  heard  enough  to 
furnish  subject  for  reflections  of  no  plea-  * 
sing  nature :  the  father  of  don  Sigismund 
had  been  a  particular  friend  of  her  hus- 
band, and  she  had  motives  of  no  small 
weight  to  make  her  wish  to  discover  his 
real  character ;  of  the  temper  and  manners 
of  the  countess  his  mother,  she  had  before 
bewd  very  unpromising  accounts ;  but  it 
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waa  the  disposition  and  character  of  the 
count  in  which  she  was  most  interested/ 
Fame  spoke  loudly  in  praise  of  his  personal 
appearance,  of  his  warm  affection  to  his* 
friends,  and  devotion  to  his  mother,  whose 
temper  frequently  put  his  filial  duty  to  a 
hard  trial.  That  he  was  impetuous  and 
headstrong  was  acknowledged ;  but  as  the 
baroness  did  not  expect  to  find  him  with- . 
out  imperfections,  she  flattered  herself 
these  miglit  be  softened  down  by  affection 
and  tenderness.  In  vain  she  attempted  to 
persuade  herself  that  what  she  had  just 
heard  was  merely  the  gossip  of  the  day ; 
but  there  was  no  motive  to  hide  or  to 
magnify  the  faults  of  those  who  had  been 
the  subjects  of  conversation. 

The  dancing  having  ceased  for  a  time, 
Costanza  was  reconducted  to  her  mother 
by  the  cavalier  with  whom  she  had  been 
engaged,  and  the  reflections  of  the  baroness 
were  by  their  approach  diverted  for  a  time 
into  another  channel  With  a  profound 
obeisance  the  gallant  Moor  expressed  his 
delight  at  the  honour,  conferred  upon  him 
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by  the  lady  Costanza,  and  disguising  his 
voice  as  much  as  possible,  he  was  entering 
into  conversation  with  the  ladies  when  the 
old  count  Jaci  joined  them. . 

"  You  are  too  recently  come  atnotlgst 
us,  baroness  Solanto,"  he  said,  **  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  masquers  of  the  court ; 
let  me  unriddle  to  you  the  hidden  eharac- 
ters  of  the  night" 

^  The  count  will  use  us  all  most  un« 
mercifully,"  said  the  Moor ;  **  ladies,  be- 
ware of  his  satire,  and  make  all  the  allow- 
ance you  can  for  the  unfortunate  victims 
he  may  single  out" 

**  Surely  you,  don  Giovanni,"  said  the 
count,  "  need  be  under  no  alarm ;  we  have 
not,  madam,  a  more  discreet  cavalier  within 
the  walls  of  the  city,  than  this  gentleman, 
don  Giovanni  Pescaro" 

"  1  had  mistaken  the  noble  Moor,"  said 
the  baroness,  **  for  a  younger  character, 
don  Federico  PeroUo." 

Really,"  replied  the  count,  with  a  smile, 

Federico  would  be  indebted  to  you, 
but  he  has  so  mai^  objects  of  adoratioii 
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^amongst  the  ladies  here,  that  he  would 

scarcely  be  able  to  ofiar  his  homage  to  any 

new  attraction,  though  he  hps  the  charae* 

ter  of  being  the  most  inconstant  of  oiir 

.gallants.'' 

"  I  never  knew,**  replied  the  Moor, 
**  that  Perdllo  had  any  attachment,  or  was 
accused  by  any  one  c^  inconstancy ."^ 

"  Oh !   you  are  not  in  his  confidence, 

.don  Giovanni,  anad:' mistake  the  diaraeter 

of  PeroUo ;  I  can  give  you  a  better  idea  of 

The  Moor  impatiently  endeavoured  to 
change  the  conversation,  aod  separate  the* 
ladies  from  their  new  eompanion. 

The  count  however  most  perseveringly 
kept  his  ground, — "  Yonder,**  he  swd,  •*  is 
the  object  of  our  discussion,"  pointing  to 
one  of  the  band  of  Moors  who  had  entered 
with  their  companion,  and  who  was  evi- 
dently making  vehement  love  to  a  lady 
by  whom  he  was  seated. 

*'  Surely  you  are  mistaken,"  said  the 
Moor;  *'  it  is  the  marquis  Roccaforte,  who 
is  taller  and  thtimar  tiban  FeroUa" 
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^'  I  ff$nt  fon  that  Boccaforte  h  tfai? 
t&Uer  of  the  two,  but  let  the  ladies  Judge 
If  that  oavalier  is  not  don  Federtoo.*^ 

The  baroness  tmiledt  and  aequiesced 
with  the  count,  evidently  to  the  gr^  dii« 
composure  o£  the  Moor. 

^  He  seems  particularly  attentive  to  the 
lady,"*  said  the  count ;  ^  the  maoMni  of 
^Perollo  ar^  I  doubt  not,  peculiaily  fasci* 
nating  to  his  female,  fri^ds,  axid  more  so, 
perhaps,  from  his  generally  selecting  some 
ime,  whose  years  or  whose  personal  charms 
.have  not  so  many  attractions  forctheruJ* 

^  A  singular  taste  for  a  youth  like  Pa- 
roUo,^  observed  the  baroness. 

^  His  vanity  is  doubtless  gratiOed  by 
the  pleasure  witli  which  his  attentions  are 
received." 

^  This  is  really  insufferable,  signor  T 
exclaimed  the  Moor. 

Jaci  looked  at  him  with  affected  sur« 
prises"  I  did  not  know,  signor  Pescaio, 
you  were  so  tender  of  the  tastes  and  dis* 
positions  of  your  friends ;  I  am  the  last 
.po'son  in  the  world  who  would  wish  to 
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be  censorious,  or  to  hurt  the  feelings  of 
any  of  the  adtmirei^s  of  PeroUo,  who  is, 
upon  the  whole,  a  very  good  youth ;  but 
you  must  allow  that  he  has  two  or  three 
faults/* 

''  Doubtless,  siginor ;  but  surely  he  is  not 
•guilty  of  the  absurdities  you  mention." 

•*  Mere  trifles,''  continued  the  count ;  •*  I 
can  tell  you  several  other  instances  of  his 
•taste,  which  I  am  sure  will  amuse  you 
vastly;  and  you  may  hint  them  to  don 
Federico  hereafter,  with  a  due  regard  to 
his  feelings,  of  which  I  would  have  you 
Us  tender*  as  I  should  be ;  and  be  particu- 
larly careful  not  to  allude  to  them  at  any 
improper  time." 

"  Permit  me  to  attend  you  to  the  du- 
chessa,"  said  the  Moor ;  "  she  is  looking 
round  as  if  in  search  of  you." 

"  I  believe  it  would  be  charity  to  accept 
your  offer,"  said  the  baroness,  with  a  smile, 
•*  and  the  count  Jaci  may  accompany  us; 
it  would  be  unfortunate  should  your  friend 
PeroUo  lose  his  instructive  hints." 

•*  I  told  your  excellenza  how  satuical 
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the  count  could  be ;  you  must  not  attend 
to  hi8  reflections  on  Ferollo,  or  any  other 
unfortunate  wight  who  may  &11  beneath 
his  lash.^ 

••  Having  disarmed  the  violence  of  my 
blows,  signor  Qiovanni,"  said  the  count, 
"  I  may  now  proceed  to  narrate  two  or 
three  anecdotes  of  your  friend,  without 
hurting  your  sensibility."  The  old  gentle- 
man then  detailed  an  instance  of  the  he- 
roism and  gallantry  of  don  Federico,  who 
liad  during  the  preceding  winter  exposed 
his  life  to  the  utmost  peril  in  rescuing 
some  shipwrecked  mariners,  whose  vessel 
was  driven  on  the  rocks  under  Pelegrino. 
The  violence  of  the  storm  was  such,  that 
no  one  dared  venture  to  their  aid,  till  the 
spirit  and  humanity  of  PeroUo  excited 
some  of  the  boatmen  of  the  city  to  ven- 
ture with  him,,  and  they  succeeded  in  sav- 
ing the  unfortunate  men  from  the  immi- 
nent danger  to  which  they  were  exposed* 
For  this  generous  act  PeroUo  had  received 
the  public  thanks  and  commendations  of 

c8 
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tiie  Tioeroy^  and  all  Palermo  had  resound- 
.ed  with  his  prases. 

The  ladies  frequently  interrupted  the 
detail,  with  exclamations  of  satisfacticxi 
mid  admiration ;  but  the  Bloor  preserved 
ike  strictest  silence,  and  seemed  equally 
distressed  »i  when  listening  to  the  raillery 
which  had  been  previously  levelled  at 
.PaH>lla. 

"  Why,  signor  Giovanni,'*  said  the  count, 
when  he  had  conduded,  •*  you  seem  to 
take  but  little  interest  in  the  exploits  of 
your  friend ;  I  expected  you  would  have 
been  loud  in  his  praises  ;  what  a  dreadful 
thing  is  jealousy  and  envy  !  it  is  the  bane 
of  every  virtue ;  beware,  signor,  of  indul- 
ging in  so  horrible  a  vice."  With  a  low 
bow  to  the  ladies,  Jaci  departed ;  but  the 
.vivacity  of  the  Moor  for  some  time  was 
repressed,  till  tlie  dancing  again  summon- 
ed  him  and  his  fair  partner  to  join  in  its 
amusements,  when  he  was  once  again  all 
joy  and  animation.  At  the  close  of  the 
dance,,  when  he  led  the  lady  Costauza  to 
her  mother,  the  duchessa,  who  was  stand- 
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iiig  by,  inquired  if  she  had  yet  disoovered 
her  African  friend  ? 

••At  first,*^  she  replied^  '*  I  thought  I 
could  not  be  mistaken,  but  the  count  Jaci 
faaa  now  disclosed  the  secret" 

^  Jad,"  said  the  duchessa,  **  was  more 
likely  to  mislead  than  to  direct  you ;  shall 
I  introduce. yoi^?" 

^  Spare  me,  for  pity'is  sake!"  said  the 
mask,  in  hb  natural  voice,  thrown  off  his 
guard  by  the  proposal  of  her  highnessv 

"  Oh !  signor  Peroflo!  it  is — ^it  must  ht 
signor  FeioUo  T  cried  Costanza. 

The  baroness  smiled.^—"  For  myself,^ 
she  said,  **  I  was  not  deceived  by  the 
count's  feigned  mistake." 

Peroilo,  at  first,  was  rather  confused  at 
the  discovery,  but  tt  soon  wore  away ;  and 
during  the  remainder  of  the  evening  he 
continued  the  life  and  spirit  of  the  cirde*. 

On  the  fifth  day  the  feast  concludedji, 
with  a  splendid  illumination  in  the  eather 
dral,  the  effect  of  which  was  peculiarly 
striking.  Every  ornament  of  the  exi»^ 
Aid  architj^ctulre  waa  traced  put  in  linask  oC 
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light,  from  its  base  to  its  highest  pinnacle, 
and  thousands  of  lamps  suspended  from 
the  roof,  gave  the  most  brilliant  efiect  to 
the  interior  of  the  venerable  pile,  whilst 
the  dark  pillars  of  the  porphyry  tombs, 
linder  which  are  deposited  the  remains  of 
the  ancient  monarchs  of  Sicily,  still  frown- 
ed in  gloomy  majesty,  forming  a  striking 
contrast  to  the  gay  scene  exhibited  by  the 
assembled  multitude,  in  whom  were  dis- 
played all  that  was  splendid  and  gallant 
in  the  court  and  city  of  Palermo.     Loudly 
the  sacred  music  resounded  through  every 
aisle,  and  the  enthusiastic  devotion  of  the 
people  keeping  pace  with  the  gorgeous 
pomp  of  Catholic  ceremonials,  was  raised 
to  a  pitch,  in  which  the  coldest  sceptic,  or 
the  gloomiest  disciple  of  Calvin,  could 
scarcely  have  failed  to  participate,  how- 
ever they  might  have  argued  or  resisted 
^  temptations,  when  the  effect  had  ceased 
to  act  upon  their  senses. 

The  baroness  Solanto  and  her  daughter 
had  no  counteracting  feeling*  no  sentiments 
ifrhioh  did  not  fully  cdneide  with  the  re* 
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ligion  of  those  around  them ;  they  partook 
in  sincerity  and  truth  of  the  devotion  of 
the  time,  and  declared  that  the  feast  of 
Santa  Rosalia  was  one  of  the  most  splen- 
did and  imposing  ceremonies  they  had  ever 
witnessed. 

For  some  time  the  guests  of  the  viceroy 
awaited  patiently  the  arrival  of  the  baron ; 
but  weeks,  and  even  months,  wore  away, 
and  he  was  still  delayed  at  Madrid,  though 
almost  in  daily  expectation  of  being  en- 
abled to  join  his  family  at  Palermo. 

During  this  time,  the  kindness  of  the 
viceroy  and  the  dnchessa  were  unwearied ; 
their  friendship  and  regard  seemed  to  have 
gained  strength  fr(Mn  their  increased  know- 
ledge of  their  guests,  whilst  the  admira- 
tion of  PeroUo  had  grown  up  unperceived 
into  a  passion,  of  v/hich  he  himself  scarcely 
knew  the  force.  The  viceroy,  who  thought 
he  perceived  some  danger  of  it  in  the  early 
part  of  their  acquaintance,  had  cautioned 
Federico  against  indulging  any  hopes  upon 
the  subject,  by  observing,  that  there  were 
reasons,  which  would  tnake  such  a  con- 
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nexion  imposdlbfe,  and  tbat  the  prafi^ianr 
of  a  soldier,  fbs  which  he  was  intended, 
ought  to  prevent,  for  a  considerable  time 
at  least,  any  y^  of  the  sort  from  entering 
his  imagiiiatioa.  The  baroness  Solanto 
also  evidently  discouraged  any  particular 
attention  shewn  to  her  daughter ;  and  the 
delicacy  of  the  lady  Costanza  checked  every 
thing  which  had  the  slightest  appearance 
of  more  than  politeness  and  respect  A 
circumstance,  which  conduced  very  much 
to  the  intimacy  with  the  Solanto  family,, 
to  which  Federicp  was  admitted,  was  the 
discovery  of  an  early  friendship,  which  had 
subsisted  between  his  mother  and  the  ba- 
roness, both  being  daughters  of  Castilian. 
nobles,  and  educated  in  the  same  convent 
at  Madrid. 

Donna  Victoria  Moncada  had  however 
quitted  Spain  immediately  after  her  mar* 
riage  with  don  Giacomo  Perollo,  and  from 
that  time  resided  entirely  in  Sicily.  Her 
husband,  the  baron  Fandolfina,  was  the 
Iiead  of  the  illustrious  house  of  Perollo^ 
who,  fron^  their  high  descent,  their  vast 
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posaessMHis^ttad,  above  aU,  from  the  highfy* 
popular  diaraetei^  of  doti  Giaeomo,  were 
inferior  to  none  of  the  nobles  of  Sicily  itv 
.influence  and  power.  An  early  attadb* 
menty  whidi  began  in  the  court  of  Charies 
the  Fifths  caused  the  viceroy  to  regard  the 
baron  Panddifina  almost  with  the  affection 
of  a  brother;  and  immediately  after  liis 
arrival  in  Palermo^  to  take  possessicm  of 
his  government,  he  had  entreated  that  the 
iieir  of  Pandolfina  might  be  committed  ta 
his  charge,  which  being  complied  with,  the 
young  Federieo  was  placed  among  the 
number  of  his  pages,  until  an  opportunity 
offered  c^  introducing  him  into  the  mili- 
tary profession — and  such  had  now  occur- 
red. 

The  ensuing  spring,  it  was  expected,, 
would  be  distii^uished  by  the  most  stre- 
nuous efforts  of  the  emperor,  to  drive  the 
'French  from  their  few  remaining  posses- 
sions in  the  Milanese,  which  most  proba- 
bly would  be  followed  by  an  irruption  ii>- 
to  France.  During  the  autumn,  the  vice- 
roy of  Sicily  bad  been  aiakk>g  the  most  ac^ 
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tive  exertions  to  collect  all  the  strength  tf 
the  island  in  aid  of  the  Imperial  cause ; 
kvies  of  men  had  been  made  with  grea^ 
•promptness  and  expedition,  the  Imperial 
taxes  called  inland  their  feudal  services  re- 
quired from  the  tenants  of  the  crown. 

In  the  approaching  spring,  the  forces 
were  to  march  to  Messina,  to  be  in  readi- 
ness for  embarkation ;  and  many  others  of 
the  young  nobility  had,  like  PeroUo,  eiager- 
ly  enrolled  themselves  in  a  cause  which 
'  had  been  marked  by  such  brilliant  success. 
Amongst  them  was  also  Gaetano  Pigna- 
tellf,  the  most  intimate  friend  of  Perollo, 
and  a  nephew  of  the  viceroy,  who  had  for 
some  time  been  stationed  with  the  new 
levies  at  Trapani,  but  received  permission 
from  his  uncle  to  spend  the  winter  with 
Perollo  and  his  family  at  Sciacca,  the  place 
of  their  residence  for  many  centuries. 

The  baroness  Solanto  and  her  daughter 
still  remained  with  the  viceroy,  at  the  time 
of  Federico's  departure,  the  baron  having 
been  empk^ed  by  his  sovereign  on  an  ens 
bftssy  to  France,  and  the  hospitality  c^  the 
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viceroy  not  permitting  the  barcmess  to  le- 
move,  as  she  proposed,  to  a  separate  rest* 
dence ;  but  the  business  on  which  Solanto 
had  been  occupied  being  now  completed^ 
he  was  daily  expected  in  Palermo ;  what 
place  would  then  be  the  residence  of  hk 
family,  was  however  unknown  to  all  but 
the  viceroy  and  the  duchessa,  their  private 
affairs  having  never  been  mentioned  even 
in  the  presence  of  PeroUo;  but  when  they 
separated,  and  the  baroness  charged  him 
with  her  remembrances  to  his  mother,  she 
intimated  that  the  arrangements  of  the  ba- 
ron might  probably  bring  her  to  Sciacca. 

With  a  feeling  of  indefinable  regret,  Pe- 
roUo bade  adieu  to  the  two  ladies,  scarcely 
daring  to  inquire  into  the  cause.  He  had 
received  every  discouragement  to  any 
hopes  he  might  have  been  inclined  to  form ; 
nor  had  he  yet  even  allowed  himself  to 
think  that  he  regarded  the  lady  Costanza 
with  any  other  idea  than  that  of  admira- 
tion and  profound  respect. 

When  taking  leave  of  his  noble  patron 
on  the  eve  of  his  departure,  Federico  re* 
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ceived  from  him  private  dispatches  for  his 
.fiither.  His  highness  repeated  bis  assur- 
ances of  esteem  and  affection,  charging 
him  to  use  every  means  in  his  power  to 
induce  the  baron  to  aoodmpany  him  to 
Messina  in  the  spring ;  and  exbcMting  Pe- 
roHo  to  avoid  involving  himself  in  any  of 
the  feuds  with  which  Sciacea  was  disturb- 
ed»  dismissed  him  with  kind  wishes  for  his 
joumeyi  and  flattering  desires  for  his  re- 
turn, which  he  promised  not  to  require,  till 
the  departure  o£  the  troops  should  render 
it  unavoidable. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


.  AmI  now*  (bir  dnnes,  methinks  I  see 
You  liaien  to  my  miiutrelsy ; 
Your  waviog  locks  ye  buck  ward  tlirow. 
And  ridelong  bend  your  necks  of  snow: 
Y«  wees' to  he«r  a  melting  tale 
Of  two  tnie  lovers  in  a  dale ; 
Alas  I  fair  dames,  yonr  hopes  are  vain ! 

WALTEm  Scott, 

The  morning  dawned  through  mist  and 
douds^  as  Federioo  rode  ftom  the  Porta 
Reale ;  but  the  wind  rose  gently^  and  soon 
dispersed  the  gloom  which  threatened  to 
hang  over  the  first  part  of  his  journey* 
With  no  small  regret  the  young  traveller 
had  quitted  the  inmates  of  the  palace ;  but 
on  the  other  hand,  joyfully  he  anticipated 
•the  meeting  with  his  family,  and  the  so- 
ciety of  his  friend  Gaetana  Slowly  ha 
w<mnd  up  the  eraggy  road  to  Monreale, 
and  when  arrived  at  the  summit  of  the 
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hill,  turned  to  take  a  parting  view  of  the 
Conea  d'Oro. 

The  sun  just  rising  from  the  bay  of  Pa- 
lermo, lighted  the  towers  and  spires  of  the 
city  with  a  blaze  of  splendour,  finely  con* 
trasted  with  the  brilliant  verdure  of  the 
orange-groves  and  plains  behind  it  Re- 
freshed  by  the  showers  which  had  recent- 
ly fallen,  nature  appeared  to  be  recovering 
from  the  effects  of  the  summer  heats,  and 
the  approach  of  a  Sicilian  winter  was,  as 
usual,  marked  with  the  characteristics  of  a 
northern  spring.  The  amphitheatre  of 
'mouhtains,  which  bounded  the  scene  from 
Termini  to  Pelegrino,  were  tinted  with 
the  richest  hues  of  hioming,  save  where 
some  of  the  loftiest  peaks  began  to  display 
their  wintry  covering  of  hail  and  snow: 
the  white  sails  of  the  fishing-boats  were 
gradually  spreading  over  the  bay,  whose 
waves  sparkled  with  a  dazzling  lustre; 
on  the  opposite  side  the  valley,  the  lit- 
tle town  of  Parco,  romantically  seated  on 
the  brow  of  a  hill,  added  to  the  variety 
4)f  the  scenery;  and  immediately  beside  the 


LUNA  AND  P£BOLLO.  45^ 

delighted  spectator  arose  the  venerable  and 
majestic  cathedral  of  Monreale^  one  of 
the  finest  works  of  Norman  magnificence, 
which  any  country  can  boast. 

The  enthusiastic  feelings  of  PeroUo  were 
forcibly  excited  by  the  surpassing  beauty 
of  the  view  before  him,  and  he  felt  assured| 
as  he  gazed  upon  its  charms,  tiiat  no  counr 
try  on  earth  could  vie  with  his  native 
land;  the  objects  around  him,  combined 
with  the  refreshing  breezes  of  the  morn- 
ing, gave  to  his  spirits^  an  elasticity,  of 
which  youth  alone  is  susceptible :  to  his 
fervid  imagination  all  things  seemed  pos- 
sible. As  his  eye  sought  the  distant 
towers  of  the  palace,  over  which  the  Impe- 
rial banner  was  gaily  waving,  his  thoughts 
rested  on  the  lady  Costanza  di  Solanto; 
the  cautions  of  the  viceroy  were  almost 
forgotten;  it  is  true,  he  had  never  yet 
seriously  reflected  upon  the  subject,  or 
considered  the  nature  of  those  sentiments 
which  she  had  excited  in  his  breast ;  but 
it  was  with  unfeigned  delight  that  his 
mind  dwelt  on  the  hope  which  the  baron- 
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ess  had  hdd  out,  of  their  meeting  in  Sci-^ 
acca,  and  of  the  renewal  of  that  intercourse 
which  he  began  to  think  of  consequence 
to  his  happiness.  The  ensuing  campaign, 
he  trusted,  would  afford  him  an  opportuni- 
ty of  distinguishing  himself,  and  of  acquir- 
ing those  honours  for  which  he  impati^it- 
ly  panted,  and  which,  when  added  to  his 
hereditary  claims,  might  render  him  woT-^ 
thy  of  his  name  and  of  his  country.  He 
would  perhaps  have  indulged  himself  ibr 
some  time  longer  in  these  reflections,  and 
in  contemplating  the  view  before  him,  had 
not  his  servant  Baptista  and  the  muleteer 
who  attended,  grown  impatient  to  proceed. 

"  We  have  a  long  journey  to  Alcamo, 
signor,**  said  the  servant,  ^  and  if  we  loiter 
on  the  road,  must  expect  to  be  late  in  the 
woods,  which  our  guide  tells  me  are  ter* 
ribly  infested  by  banditti,  who  commit 
numberless  murders.** 

*^  Indeed,  Baptista  !**  replied  his  master ; 
^  methinks  it  is  strange  that  no  complaint* 
of  these  outrages  has  reached  the  viceroy ; 
however,  quiet  your  alarmSi  and  by  a  lit- 
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tie  expedition  we  may  soon  recover  the 
few  moments  I  have  wasted  here.^ 

Again  the  parly  set  forward,  and  a  riiort 
time  brought  them  to  the  uncultivated 
{^ins  beyond  Monreale,  when  leaving  the' 
road  to  Corleone  on  the  left,  they  entered 
the  narrow  valley  which  leads  to  the  flat 
expanse  of  oountry  called  the  Sal  di  Par* 
tinico;  the  pass  is  for  some  way  contracted' 
into  a  deep  ravine,  between  two  vast  and- 
rugged  rodcs,  enormous  masses  of  which 
hang    beetling  over    the  pathway,  and 
threaten  by  their  fall  to  crush  the  passing 
traveller. 

••  Santissima  Vergine !"  exclaimed  the 
guide^  as  they  entered  the  gorge  of  this 
tremendous  spot,  and  crossed  himself  with 
extreme  devotion. 

"  Did  you  see  any  one  ?'*  cried  Baptista, 
in  a  tone  of  terror. 

**  Any  one  P*  said  the  man;  "  there  were 
at  least  four  or  five  of  the  most  ferocious- 
looking  ruffians  I  ever  beheld ;  but  one  of 
them  I  shall  never  forget." 

The  eemnf  enance  of  the  domestie  exhi- 
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bited  signs  of  extreme  alarm,  and  he  im* 
plored  the  man  to  explain  himself. 

**  It  is  now  some  months  ago- ^" 

**  Some  months  ago  !**  interrupted  6ap« 
tista ;  **  I  thought  you  had  a  glimpse  of 
them  this  instant*" 

**  No,  signor  Bapdsta,  it  is  now  some 
months  since,  in  this  very  place,  I  was  wit- 
ness to  an  affair,  which  I  have  no  doubt 
ended  in  a  most  bloody  murder." 

Baptista  urged  his  steed  as  near  as  pas- 
Isible  to  that  of  his  companion,  and,  breathr 
less  from  impatience  and  anxiety,  entreat- 
ed him  to  narrate  the  circumstances. 

**  Why,  as  to  that,"  said  the  man, "  some 
of  the  same  party  may,  for  aught  I  know, 
be  still  lurking  about  in  the  clefts  of  these 
rocks,  where  doubtless,"  (he  added  in  an 
under  tone)  "  we  might  find  the  remains 
of  the  miserable  victim  they  had  seized, 
whose  cries  for  mercy  are  still  ringing  in 
my  ears,  and  I  almost  expect  to  see  the 
gigantic  leader  of  the  band  start  on  us  from 
some  angle  of  the  road." 

Baptista  glanced  a  fearful  and  hasty  view 
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around ;  but  the  sun  was  shining  brightly 
on  the  scene;  his  companions  were  wdl 
Brtnecl,  and  no  object  appeared  to  justify 
fais  terrors — ^  Perhaps  we  had  better  wait,'' 
he  said,  "  till  we  are  thrc  ugh  the  pass ;  yiet 
no  cme  could  overhear,  if  you  spoke  in  a 
low  voice,  and,  of  course^  we  cannot  be  in 
danger." 

**  That  is  as  it  may  be,"  said  the  mvle- 
teer.  "  The  poor  fellow  they  seized  wad 
just  such  another  in  appearance  as  youN 
self;  with  nothing  about  him  which  couM 
excite  an  idea  of  valuable  plunder ;  and  the 
persons  who  took  him  certainly  did  not 
resemble,  common  banditti." 

The  pnidence  of  Baptista  held  a  conflict 
with  his  curiosity,  and  he  was  silent  for  sL 
few  moments^ 

**  What  were  the  circumstances  to  whielir 
you  allude  ?"  asked  Federico. 

"Why,  if  your  excellenza  wishes  to  bo^ 
informed,  I  must  tell  you,  that  a  few  months^ 
back — ^" 

"  We  had  better  wait,  if  your  excellem^^ 
voi^  I.  D 
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pleases,  till  we  are  through  the  ravine,"  in* 
terrupted  Baptista. 

Federico  smiled  at  the  caution  of  the 
valet)  and  bade  the  man  proceed  in  im 
narration. 

Travelling  the  same  road,  he  said,  some 
time  since,  he  was  approaching  Partinico 
towards  the  close  of  the  day,  and  had  just 
reached  the  entrance  to  the  defile,  when  a 
shrill  whistle  echoed  amidst  the  rocks,  and 
three  or  four  men  rushed  upon  him ;  in 
an  instant  he  was  dismounted,  and  they 
were  proceeding  to  secure  him,  when  two 
other  persons  joined  the  party,  and  from 
the  tone  of  authority  they  assumed,  were 
evidently  the  leaders  of  the  band.  The 
gig^tic  figure  and  dark  habiliments  of 
4he  principal  of  the  two,  seemed  to  have 
made  a  deep  impression  on  the  mind  of 
the  narrator.  In  a  voice  of  impatient  an- 
ger, he  commanded  the  men  to  quit  their 
(tagtive,  and  pointed  to  another  traveller, 
who  had  at  the  moment  entered  the  pass;, 
before  the  terrified  and  astonished  mule- 
teer  could  effect  his  escape,  he  saw  the 
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unfortunate  victim,  for  whom  he  supposed 
hiinself  to  be  mistaken,  seized  by  the  ruf*' 
fians,  torn  from  bis  horse,  bound,  and,  in 
spite  of  his  Teliement  cries  and  supplica- 
tions, borne  from  his  sight,  by  the  road 
through  which  he  had  entered  the  defile. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  confusion, 
die  muleteer  succeeded  in  fining  the 
plains,  wliere  he  concealed  himself  in  the 
thickets,  and  soon  saw  the  tall  cavalier  re- 
turning at  a  furious  rate,  apparently  in 
search  of  him,  upon  which  his  alarm  was 
so  great,  that  he  remained  in  the  covert, 
until  the  shades  of  night  enabled  him  to 
reach  Partinieo  unperceived. 

Federico  inquired  if  any  one  had  been 
missing  from  the  neighbourhood,  or  any 
traces  seen  of  the  body  of  the  murdered 
victim  ? 

The  man  answered  in  the  negative,  but 
confessed  that  his  terror  and  alarm,  1^ 
he  should  incur  the  danger  of  discoveiy ; 
by  the  chieflain,  or  any  of  his  band,  hacl 
prevented  him  from  making  any  particu- 
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\pj:^ .  i^uir^.  The  sli^t  view  her  had 
Cf^ght  of  th^  futures,  of  the  fernier,  had 
WPPRf^^d  hUxi  \vith  boundtesflt  fear,  and  he 
dfg$;j|Pfi^  hioix  wijfch  all  the  exaggeration 
^  !l^  horror-stricken  &ncy.  The  .d9i;k 
plu^^ijH^  waving  over  his  cap,  gav^e..  ad^ 
tu^g)«  %)x;eness  to  the  Ijarid  glances.  Qf  his 
^}^5  ^jd  tjbe  clpaH  in  which  he  was  enve^ 
l5Q>e(^  ;t]^rew  an  ixpppaing ,  air  of  mystery 
^li^d  his.  lofly  figure;  the  pprf^r^t  was 
i^etdt^ed  iii  syicji  vivid  colouiis  as  to  cause 
^e  height .  of  alarm  in  BaptisUb  and  px- 
cite  C9n$|de]:^b^  mirth  in  FeroUo,  who 
a^%d.nQt  a  little  to  the  fears  of  his  domes- 
tic, by  loudly  expressing  a  desire  to  obtain 
qp.  interview  with  this  supernatural-look- 
ing being. 

Without  any  incident,  the  painty  reach- 
ed Partinico,  (the  supposed  site  of  the  an- 
cient Palamita,  which  was  built  by  ^neas 
afjd  his  Trojan  followers).  After  resting 
h^e  a  few  hours,  they  again  began  their 
j^niey,  and  crossed  the  fertile  plain,' 
tbjpugfc  long  avenues  of  olive  trees,  till 
they  arrived  at  Valgjienara,  a  small  town 
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rxpob  a  hill,  siirrbuiided  l^  matthy  grdttrifts, 
which  during  the  summer  months  (Ame 
such  an  infectious  atmosj)here,  that  ttie 
few  inhabitants  appear  aflBicted  with"  all 
the  varieties  of  disease  and  deformity  inci- 
dent to  Malaria.  In  a  small  chapel  adjoiri- 
ing  an  old  palace  belonging  to  the  Gravi- 
na  family,  a  solitary  priest  was  saying'nias^' 
to  a  congregation  cofnsisting  of  two  old 
women,  and  the  attendants  of  Federico 
seemed  inclined  to  halt,  and  offer  up  their 
vows  for  a  safe  deliverance  from  the  wobcts 
of  Alcamo,  which  hdW6i^er  they  parsed 
without  any  incident,  and  arrived  at  the 
place  of  their  destination  juist  as  the  vesper 
bell  was  sounding  from  the  Capuchin  c6Ti- 
vent  without  the  city. 

Alcamo  having  no  attraction  to  detain  • 
him,  and  being  anxious  to  reach  Trapani, 
Perollo  started  eariy  the  next  morning, 
with  an  intention  of  visiting  the  ruins:  of 
Segesta  on  his  way.  Although  it  might 
have  been  an  extraordinary  circumstancse 
fat  a  native  of  the  island  to  be  interested 
in  its  beauties  and  its  wonders,  yet  th^ 


54  THE  FEUDS  OF 

care  of  the  viceroy  had  ^ ven  to  his  pro- 
t^^e,  in  the  Jesuit  father  Pasquale,  an  in- 
striictor,  whose  classical  learning  and  ele- 
gant erudition  had  excited  in  him  that 
taste  which  was  just  beginning  to  awaken 
in  the  most  refined  courts  of  Europe ;  and 
Federico  FeroUo^  with  the  natural  quick- 
ness and  enthusiasm  of  his  countrymen, 
had  availed  himself  of  the  advantages  he 
had  thus  received ;  he  contemplated  with 
delight  the  beauties  of  his  native  land,  and, 
with  eagerness  and  pride,  had  listened  to 
the  classic  tales  of  her  historic  &me  and 
splendour :  it  was  then  impossible  that  he 
should  pass  by  one  of  her  finest  relics  un- 
remembered  and  unseen ;  and  impatient  as 
he  was  to  join  Gaetano,  the  temple  at  Se- 
gestahad  irresistible  attractions  for  Perdllo. 
From  Alcamo  he  proceeded  througH  n 
wild  and  dreary  waste,  unmarked  by  any 
appearance  of  life  or  civilization ;  not  even 
a  wild  olive-tree  to  cheer  the  scene  oTsolU 
tary  desolation,  and  nothing  more  amusing 
than  his  own  reflections,  and  the  lamenta- 
tions of  Baptista,  at  the  loss  of  time  this: 
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excursion  from  the  main  road  must  ooca» 
sion,  with  a  sad  recapitulation  of  the  mi- 
series of  travellings  and  a  doleful  remem- 
brance of  the  ease  and  pleasure  to  be  found ' 
in  Palermo.  After  a  journey  of  two  hours 
and  a  half,  having  crossed,  with  some  dif* 
ficulty,  a  stream  of  water  much  swollen  by 
the  autumnal  rains,  on  winding  round  an 
angle  in  the  road,  the  object  of  their 
visit  appeared  before  them. 

Placed  on  the  summit  of  a  hill  in  silent 
lonely  grandeur,  stands  the  temple  of  Se^ 
gesta,  perfect  in  all  its  parts ;  the  plain  and 
unadorned  mi^ificenee  of  its  structure 
fwcibly  arrested  the  traveller's  attention, 
whilst  its  symmetry,  its  simple  beauty,  and 
the  imposing  site  on  which  it  stood,  filled 
him  with  admiration  and  delight ;  with  im- 
patience he  hurried  up  the  steep  side  of  the 
hill,  to  contemplate  the  interior  of  the  build-^ 
ing;  here,  however,  he  was  somewhat  dis*  ' 
appointed^  the  coarseness  of  the  stone,  and 
total  absence  of  ornament,,  though  grand 
fmd  impressive  in  the  whole,  rather  dimi- 
jaished  the  satisfaction  which  Federico  had 
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expected  from  a  more  minute  inspeotion 
of  tiiis  ime  remnant  of  other  iSges/ 

From  tiie  temfie  itself  be  at  length 
tuned  to  the  surroimdii^  objects.  Xhk 
one  side  it  oommandcd  a  view  down  ihe 
vdDey  biy  widch  be  bad  approached ;  on  the 
otiier,  the  scene  expanded  over  a  vast  ex^ 
tCDt  of  country;  on  the  nortb  it  lonkeol 
down  a  steep  and  locky  defile,  the. stones 
of  which  were  tinted  with  all  the.yaried 
lines  of  tlie  mosses  and  lichens  which:  oo- 
vexed  them;;  and  on  the .  soiftth  .  lay  tlie 
ruined  walls  and  fragments,  whidb  cnlce 
formed  the  strength  and  sjdendour  of  tbe 
city  of  Segesta.  Federico  had  no  cicerone 
with  hina  to  give  a  name  to  every  loose 
heap  of  stories,  which  accident  or  design  r 
had  thrown  together—he  h^  no  one  to 
point  out  tlie  situation  of  palaces  and  tem- 
ples, which  perhaps  had  never  existed ;  but 
his  imagination,  in  wandering  amidst  die 
Idw  walls  and  fallen  fragments  of  this  once* 
populous  and  now-abandoned  city,  could^ 
with  a  sensation  of  melancholy  satisfection^  - 
csdl  back  the  former  ages  of  Sidliaii  greats 


nest ;  and  connecting  the'  pa»t  tft^  ^?&> 
sent,  and  the  futu^,  he  huA  H^HtiA&Mt'diil^ 
absorbed  in  thought,  igadrtthi  o€  Wcid  iiiiif 
heeding  the  lapse  of  tiihe,  ti^l  Ir^  #i^  stifii^ 
deiily  roused li?<)tehft  rtfVefMteWj^flijSS^und'' 
of  8<uii6  «ne  ra|)idly  dp^rt5&ct#iji^;  ill  #MP 
skin6  time  Ba^tista  andtfaetfiUlel^r-nSH^ 
lip,  he  coiickfded  it  Walk  fi«oi!n  fh6^'tfWf* 
sMtrids  p^oteeded ;  Wt  6fi  'tiifvihtg  UrSft^ 
a  pra^eeeion  Of^  thfe  ruih*,  he  8a#  f*»^^«pB^ 
son»  libt  beT6n^g  to  hiii  stiite.  Tho^hr 
surprised  at  siQi^h  an  unexpected  ren<:6nnt@H* 
PeK*6  might  have  iu^^osed  them  thkVW-"- 
lers  lifce  himself,  brought  th^re  from  cOi^t 
sity^  but  for  th6  exclamations  of  Ba{)<ista, 
afid  evident  alarm  of  the  riiuleteer. 

•*  Who  are  these  sf rangeiV  d^attdtfd^ 
Perrflo,  "  whose  app^rahce  has  excite*' 
such  wohder  and  dismay  P*^ 

^  Oh,  signor,  the  guide  declares  fh*t  it' 
is  thesatoe  dreadful  cavalier  he  skw  in  the* 
pass  of  Partinico;  had  I  known  this  hit' 
mght,  I  should  not  have  felt  so  secure  un;^ 
det  ihe  saxtae  toof  with  him." 
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.  ^  Dicl  you  not  make  out  in  Alcamo  the 
name  of  the  gentleman  ?  .  Surely,  Baptis- 
ta,  you  might  have  satisfied  your  curiosity, 
if  he  took  up  his  quarters  at  the  convent.'^ 

^'  For  twq  hours,  ^nor,  I  last  night 
endeavoured,  in  vahi,  to  make  it  out, 
which  I  am  sure  I  should  have  been  more 
cautious  in  ddng,  had  I  entertained  an 
idea  that  it  was  the  same  person  of  whom 
ve  yofttf^day  heard  so  fearful  a  history." 
..F^erico  inquired  of  the  muleteer,  if 
the  person  they  had  just  seen  was  the- 
same  who  had  committed  the  outra^  he 
had  described  in  the  defile  near  Partinieo? 

"  From  the  imperfect  view  I  had.  of  the 
cavalier,"  he  replied, "  and  terror  I  was  in,  I 
may  have  been  mistaken ;  but  two  such  men, 
and  both  so  alike  in  dress  as  well  as  ins)ze, 
surely  cannot  be  found  in  Sicily ;  I  recog- 
rased  him  at  the  first  glance,  and  urged 
Baptista  to  make  all  possible,  speed  to  in- 
iJipjaai  you  of  our  danger." 

^  Taking  it  for  granted  that  it  is  the 
same,"  replied  Perollo,  "  I  see  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  any  attack  was  meditated 
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upon  US,  or  that  we  could  have  cause  to 
fear  the  prowess  of  an  inferior  number  of 
assailants,  though  this  gigantic  knight  had 
found  a  companion  of  similar  dimensions 
to  himself,  and  one  attendant  was  the 
whole  of  his  train.  You  have  s^en  no 
one  besides  lurking  amongst  the  ruins  ?** 

**  Santissima  Maria  forbid !"  ejaculated 
the  man,  looking  fearfully  around. 

**  We  shall  all  be  inevitably  murdered  f 
cried  Baptista ;  **  he  is  gone  for  the  rest  of 
his  troop,  and  will  return  before  we  can 
possibly  effect  our  escape.  Oh  that  we ' 
had  received  absolution  befinre  we  lefl  Pa- 
lermo, or  that  I  had  never  quitted  it !" 

**  Let  us  hope  your  confessions  will  not 
come  too  late,  Baptista,"*  said  his  master, 
*•  if  you  delay  them  till  we  arrive  in  Tra- 
pMii;  and  in  the  meantime  let  tne  hear 
what  you  saw  of  this  gentleman  at  Alca- 
mo.  At  present  you  need  be  under  no 
alarm,  for  had  he  meditated  an  open  at* 
tack,  he  would  not  have  come  thus  singly, 
and  been  obliged  to  retire  for  further  aid.**' 

A  little  assured,  though  still  under  the ' 
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influ^ice  of  considerable  terraiv  the  servant  - 
proceeded  to  state,  .that  soon  after  tliey 
had  reached  the  convent  on  the  preceding 
evening,  the  cavalier  had  arrived  attended 
by  a  single  domestic.  Of  the  former, . 
however,  Baptista  had  seen  but  little,  for 
one  glimpse  at  his  dark  and  ill-favow^d 
countenance,  he  said,  was  all  he  could  ob- 
tain, and  that  it  looked  as  little  like  a  sick 
man  as  tlie  expedition  to  Segesta-— 
"  Tired  as  I  was,"  continued  the  valet,  "  I 
found  up  his  attendant;  but  all  I  could 
make  out  from  him  was,  that  his  muster 
M^as  in  ill  health,  had  left  Palermo  some 
hours  later  than  he  intended,,  and  was 
mucli.  fatigued  by  the  exertions  he  had 
made  to  reach  Alcamo  tliat  evening.  This, 
I  assure  you,  signor,  is  all  I  could  di^co-  • 
ver ;  though  I  communicated  to  the  unci-  • 
vil  fellow  all  our  intended  movements, 
and  confided  to  him  all  our  plans,  telling 
him  that  your  excellenza— — " 

**  Truly,  Baptista,  your  communications 
to  a  stranger  were  highly  discreet  and  laud- 
able; it  matters  not  indeed,  who  knows 


our  route ;  but  in  future  it  nof  be  a»  well 
not  to  {Mtidaim  to  all  the  w^irld  who  and 
what  we  are." 

**  Your  exfcdilapiasa  thinks  then/^  replied 
Baptisita,  with  some  en^dnv  '*  that  they 
havis  some  evil .  designs  on  foofr>*-perhapft 
are  part  <tf  don  SigismUnd  di  Luna's  bah^ 
ditti;' 

''  Count  Luna  csm  feel  no  personal  en<^ 
mity  towards  me,  I  should  think,"  .said  ^ 
Peroik>,  ^  nor  can  I  pevceive  any  possible : 
connexion  to  exist  between  him  and  the  . 
perpetratcnrs  of  the  deed  to  which  the  mule- 
teer was  witness;  for  myself,  I  have  been 
fortunately  removed  from  SciacCfi  too  edrly 
to  be  involved  in  the  feuds  of  the  fatniliefi^ 
there^  and  sincerely  hope  tliat  time  will,., 
ere  long,  altogether  e^tinguislh  them*"    - 

*'  Impossible,  s9gn<)^,  that  ^  tihye  .familie$^ 
of  Luna  and  ^ef^lo  should  forget,  tbetr  ; 
old  grievances,  and  be  friends;  land  unless  . 
the  count  and  all  his  fainUy  ^hotald  h^ve  . 
shut  themselves  up  ihir  ]3iv:e&ia)  w!e  shall 
not  be  long  in»Scia«c4^it^]Lrt:feeliilg  itber . 
ef&ct  of  their  luiti^  9^4  jmli^  nm^  ^  who/ ; 
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does  your  exoellehza  toppose  these  per^ 
sons  to  be,  unless  the  j  belong  to  don  Si* 
gismund  ?" 

^  Granting  the  cavalier  to  be  the  same 
gentleman  of  whom  you  yesterday  heard 
the  alarming  history,  I  should  suppose  him 
to  be  some  resident  in  this  neighbourhood, 
entirely  unconnected  with  the  inhabitants 
of  Sciacca,  wbefe  the  chieftains  of  Luna,. 
I  believe,  have  always  resided;  nor  is  even ' 
tiieir  castle  at  Bivohia  often  used  by  them 
as  a  place  of  abode.'^ 

•*  No,  signor ;  formerly  I  have  heiard  it 
was  a  stronghold  belonging  to  the  Pferaka 
family,  and  the  Castel  di  Luna  being  incap- 
able of  resisting  any  military  assault,  th€F 
counts  of  Luna  have-  kept  their  mountain 
fortress  as  a  place  of  resort,  in  case  at  anjr 
time  their  ^trages  should  provoke  their 
ne<gliboiir»  to  punish'  them  as  they  de- 
serve,  and  they  hav^  continually  been  add* 
ing  to  its  fortifications.*' 

"  IBy  the  recent  ^a«h  of  the  countess  Lu- 
cretia,  his  wife*,  ^hiih  #A8,  I  understand, 
tnidden  and  vttie^pM^,^  observed  P^roHo,. 
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''the  count  must  be  oocupied  in  odier  careir 
than  those  of  enmity  to  our  houses  or  hosti<- 
lity  against  his  nei^bours." 

^' Your  excdlenza  will  excuse  me,  but 
the  case  is  quite  the  reverse.  Don  Sigis* 
mund  is,  I  understand^  ag^in  on  the  eve 
of  mstximoBy  " 

**  Matrimony  T  exclaimed  Perollo ; "  why 
his  wife  las  not  been  dead  above  eighteen 
months.'' 

*^  No  matter,  signor;  that  she  is  dead^ 
so  much  the  better  for  don  Sigismund,  and 
so  much  the  worse  for  the  lady  with  whom 
he  is-  now  in  treaty." 

"  How  so,  Baptista  ?" 

*^  Why,,  signor,  it  is  a  weB-known  fact^ 
that  the  last  marriage  of  the  count  was  an 
engagement  entered  into  by  the  old  con- 
tessa  his  mother,  for  the  probable  advan-^ 
tage  of  the  family,  without  consulting  the 
inclinations  of  the  parties  concerned ;.  and 
the  spirit  of  the  late  lady  Lucretia  resem^ 
bling  that  <^  dpn  Sig^mund,  dl  his  quar- 
relsome dispositions  %ind  employment  at 
home,  without  disturbing  the .  M  fiunily 


ftng»9d:  the  preswilt  tt^afy  ttaskjr  be  idiiper 
time  befom  it  is  brought  to  a  tonclusidhr 
«nd  the  lady  may  be  of  a  more  gentle  spi- 
rit than  h«  predecessor;  in  eithet  caise 
cmmt  Ltina  will  find  hfs^iiti^  ha%  bekVy 
ctfi  hid  hands,  unless  he  can  tieheSv  bis  bMi* 
tests  with  your  excellenza'is  &ttSly  shd 
fi!«jnds.'' 

*•  So  then,  HI  consequence  of  his  wifeV 
death,  we  are  to  arm  ourselves  for  warlike 
mfeiKsUres,  it  bein^  essential  tb  the  happi-- 
nfess  of  don  Sigismund  to  hate  drseord ' 
either  at  hcfmt  or  abroad.'*^ 

"  Certainly,  signor ;  but  by  this  ri^w* 
treaty  of  marriage,  he  appears  to  be  in- 
clined to  *eitew  the  internal  conmiotions 
of  his  castle.'* 

*  He  must  then  have  stiffifeient  ^tnpfoy- 
roent  upon  Ins  hands,  and  bi^it^  iftlti^sfted 
inr  flih^Wittg  a  few  syilr]{)tomtf  of  ll6Ve'  ^d 
gWrtleheis;  ^ef  ^all  hot  fiiid  him-  8*  tto^* 
bulent  aiid  RtWtiie  ir*  y ou  He^fn  td  eidpecf.** 

**  Well,.  aSgn<#,  liothing,'  I  ^cfeiv«,^n 
pttt  you  mydtii  gimAi^ittitm  imu^ 
grtfts-ofy^Ar  etfeiafle^'*  • 
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'  **  Not  beiii^  a'vhive  of  i  having  anfjry  jMr . 

diutioiDSp  Baptkta^  lare^ tbrorwhawayi"       / 

'^  Does  your  excellenza  tben :  f hiiik  tio>*. 

tbuag  of  the  extea<>rdinm7  eoii4«c^  <^tM$se 

strangers?"  .;.    .     ./,•.-     :,••  .  ...;:  j,:.-  . 

r 

••  Upon; my  vwitAi'  said  FeroUo»  Imif^ 
ing,  ''  I  can  SQe<  nothing  my^t^oiis  or.i 
alarming  in  oul:  meeting  ait  SegeMa^riiGl^r 
in  the  Valet*8  declining  to  answer  ydir  tm-*^ 
pe^nent  questions;  inilidi  less  cam  I^Nre*^} 
diet  any  danger  oFiittaok  fmsnira  stek  oava^r. 
lier»  attended  by  a  single  ^  domestic  Yotf  - 
must  havcf  giv^  ylodr  kst  iligfat^s  atii^uainlK. 
ance  a  terriblef  idea>  of  your  Taltiicar/'  • 

^  But  ean  your  exctll^iuta^pppKe  that 
these  heaps  of  rubbish  and  mined  wttlg* 
can  have  attvttctions  ^sufitei^t  to  )>ring  « { 
gentleman,  v^fao  was  realty  iiddispoi^,  so  '• 
far  out  (^  his  way?     He  had  nduch  bdt* 
ter  have  quickened  bis  pace  totfae  madoni-i 
na  di  Trapani»  And  prayed  for  hils  recoverjr^. 
than  have  exposed  hiiiki5dfi;t&*tbe<fiitigtte. 
of  a  ride  over  tb^e  HHlsfornot^ng;  as:he 
did  not  even. ascend' to Jthe;<^ld  buildiilg 
with  which  your  excdkbM-swmsd  to  en^-^ 
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raptured ;  we  saw-  him  ride :  ap  tbe  valli^y 
but  a  few  minutes  before  we  jdined  you 
with  the  horses.''  j»    > 

During  tiiiii  couTei^tion  they  bad  res* 
mounted,  and  proceeded  on  their  way  to 
Trqiani,  crossing  the  flatr  and  ntarshy 
lands  which  extend  round  the  base  of 
Mount  St  Giuliano,  where,  in  days  X)f  yore, 
stood  the  temple  of  the  Erydnian  Venus. 
Ceasing  to  attend  to  the  harangues  of  his ; 
servant,  the  thoughtSvOf  Eedenco  had  wan- 
dered far  away  from  the  scenes :  around 
hitn.  The  ieyeht  which  had  excited  sudhi 
wonder  and  dismay  iii  his  attendants,  was 
soon,  forgotten  in  the  variety  of  otiier  re- 
flections with  which .  his  niind  was^oecu- 
pied.  From  Che  anticipation  of  his  meet- 
ing with  Gaetanpv  his  imagination  had  tra- 
veled on  to  the  delight  of  seeing  again  his 
&mily  in  Sciacca;  in  Sciacca  too  be  hoped 
oiX»  more  to  enjdy  the  society  of  the  ba- 
roness Solantoahd  the  lady  Costanza. 

In  the  spring,  he  should  have  the  pain 
of  Indding  adieu  to  those  who  were  dear- 
est to  him  cm  earthy  to  enter  on  the  perils 
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of  a  mOitaiy  life ;  but  i^  as  he  fondlj^  hoped, 
his  exertions  should  be  crowned  with  the 
praise  and  approbation  of  bia  cotnnmnder, 
how  proudly  should  he  onoe  again  revint- 
his  native  land,  and  reoeite  thegratula*^ 
tions  of  his  friends!  perhaps  the.  smiles: 
and  wekxHne  of  the  lady  Ccsstanza  di  So-' 
lanto  might  brighten  his  retum.  With^< 
out  any.  distinct  idea  why  of  ^wherefore;: 
ev^  subject  of  his  meditations  seemed 
to  terminate  in  the  same  object,  to  retolye^ 
round  the  same  centre,  the  lovely  heirestl 
of  Solanta  •  •  • 

In  the  bustle  and  gaiety  of  Faleriiio, 
wh«i  in  the  daily  habit  of  meetings  Fede^' 
rico  had  perhaps  thought  of  hia  Spanish 
iriends  less  than  he  did  now,  when  left  to. 
himself  alone  for  subjects  of  reflection ;  yet 
had  any  one  accused  him  of  being  in  love 
with  the  lady  Costanza,  he  mighty  aind  prcK' 
haUy  with  truth,  have  denied  the  accusal : 
tion ;  or  had  their  future  destinies  brought 
them  no  more  within  the  sphere  of  eftch 
other's  knowledge,  the  impressicHis  he  had 
received  would  perhaps  have  passed  aWay 


/ 


69  TO£  VEXnbB  0^ 

urith  otfaSer  i^mitAsles  Hiddentiil  tio  t6e 
ifbft€rtnr  anil  romanoe  of  youHi. 

Arrived  mTrapani,  Feratto  jfoumrd  hig 
ftiend  ^Gaetmo  in  arixi^uff  CFx^jpf^a^on  of 
him,  and  n6t  lead  deliglltea  tfcail  litMsi^ 
itt  meeting  tfhce  again;  tauttild  de/^USh 
fiilly  occnpied  tli^m  fol*  ihe  ^^fttASiidfer  c^ 
tlied^;  but  the  dl^t  joyotite  eftbfiiSi^ns  6t 
tbeir  happinMs  hiad  ^^ss^ttdyfitiSSfcd  itwiy^ 
when  Fedeiica  thouglilt  he*  ot^fveid  tt 
slight  cfeud  hanging:  cSfet  t&fe  vt^iMy- 
beNiyant  spirits  4f;  hi»  ecHM^inidA;  AiMt 
anxiously  inquired  the  cause.  ^  "' 

.'  >  Aihlsfbrtcme;''  h6>€f>lied;  '^whi^bfias. 
befidli^i  a  frieiid  6f  Jiiin^,  has  of  lAt^  <«R^ 
pled  much  df  my  •  ttme  and  tfaougUte  i  to^ " 
moirow  I  iviU  intrddbceyou  to  dbn  Viirif 
c^ntio,  abd  inf&rm  ycfii  of  the  particulam 
of  his  melancholy  loiks»  in  which  I  kndw* 
you  wiU  feel»  ns  I  do>  the  deepest  eon^drri  t 
hut  let  us  not  recur  to  thesde  distresses  tb^ 
nSght;' 

A  stay  of  two  or  three  days  in  Ti^ipaiii^ 
was  all  Fedeiico  intended  to  make,  ajft^r 
W:hich»  Gaetano  wtis  to  accomjiariy  him  to 


Sdaccsi  to  remain  thj^e  on  leave  ff£  al|t 
sence  with  his  friend,  till  the  viceroy  should 
summon  theip  both  to  Messina  in,  the 
spring,  for  the  pvn^pose  of  joining  the  ex^'^ 
pedition  which  was  i^hen  to  l^ave  Sicily 
for  the  seafc  of  wan. 

On    the  ensuing  morning  Pignateljy^ 
l^pt  bis  promise  with  his  friend,  and  nari* 

rated  to  him  the  circumstances  to  which 

^■-  ■■         ■■         .  ■» 

he  l}ad  alludied. — Don  Vincentio  Larv-. 
dplipi,  he  said,  a  cavalier  with  w^om  he 
ba4^  formed  an  acquaintance  at  Trap^ni^ 
w^  a  younger  brother  of  a  iJioblei  fapfiily,. 
who  having  displeased  hisxsonnepcions  early^ 
in  life,  had  been  neglected  by  them,  and 
left  entirely  to  his  own  slender  means,  a 
trifling  appointment  in  the  garrison  being 
the  only  milittiry  promotion  he  had  ever, 
obtained.  In  a  small  cassino  near  the  sea^ 
shore,  at  some  distance  from  the  town,  lie; 
had  resided  (when  duty  allowed  him  to  be- 
absent)  with  an  only  daughter,  in  whom 
all  his  hopes  and  happipess  were  concen- 
trated ;  their  residence  was  peculiarly  lone* 
ly  a^d  retired,  both  th^  circuipstances  m^ 
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the  inclinations  of  don  Vincentio  leading 
faim  to  fix  at  a  distance  from  tlie  society, 
and  consequent  expences,  of  a  large  and 
populous  town  like  Trapani.    One  day  he 
left  his  home,  as  he  thought,  for  a  few 
hours  only,  but  was  detained  until  the 
Aext  morning,  when,  on  his  return,  he 
fbund  his  cassino  a  blackened  and  still-smo- 
king  ruin,  his  Marguerita  gone,  and  not 
one  human  being  remaining  to  tell  the 
tale.     When  Pignatelli  first  reached  Tra- 
pani, this  melancholy  event  was  the  theme 
of  universal  regret;  many  of  those,  however, 
who  were  deepest  in  their  expressions  of 
commiseration  for   the  unfortunate  fete 
of  don  Vincentio,  thought  they  had  done 
sufficient  in  proclaiming  their  excessive 
sympathy  for  his  misery ;  but  it  was  not 
thus  that  Gaetano  felt  or  acted ;  the  cava- 
Iter  was  a  stranger  to  him,  but  his  misfor- 
tunes were  a  call  of  all-powerful  force,  and 
he  had  exerted  himself  with  the  warmth 
and  energy  of  the  oldest  fiiendship,  in 
making  every  inquiry,  and  seeking  every 
means  of  information  on  the  subject  Some 
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of  tlie  fi$hennen  belonging  to  th^  town 
had  seen  the  flames^  but  their  distance 
from  the  shore  at  the  time,  made  them  igu 
Qorant  of  the  cause  from  whence  they  pro- 
ceeded; these  individuals,  however^  had 
not-yet  been  fetind  by  Gaetano,  and  their 
report  came  only  through  the  medium  of 
others,  the  ntien  themselves  being  absent 
on  some  distiant  voyage  for  the  present  - 

Don  Vincentio,  though  deprived  of 
every  hope  in  this  life,  still  bore  himsdf 
meekly»  and  with  the  resignation  of  A 
Christian,  acknowledging,  with  the  deep^ 
est  gratitude,  the  disinterested  exertions 
of  Fignatelli  in  his  cause. 

When  Gaetano  called  to  inform  don 
Vincentio  of  his  approaching  departure,* 
he  begged  to  introduce  to  him  his  friend 
Ferollo,  who  had  seldom  seen  any  one  ex- 
citing, even  in  their  first  appearance,  so 
powerful  aa  interest;  his  armour  indeed 
bespoke  no  wealth  in  its  wearer,  but  hh 
tall  and  graceful  figure,  though  wasted  by 
grief,  still  preserved  a  dignity  which  com- 
manded respect;  whilst  the  mild  and  me-: 
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hncholy  exprisssbn  of  his  finely-featured 
countenance  coticiliated  affitetion  and  re^ 
gari 

^  I  ought  not  to  be  sorry  that  you  are 
gohig  with  the  companion  of  ybur  youth, 
my  friend«''  he  said  to  <9aetano ;  ^  but  I 
shall  miss  you  sadly-^yours  is  the  only  so^ 
ciety  which  has  ever  beguikd  me  foE.  a 
moment  of  my  mis^,  and  I  shall  almost 
wish  I  had  never  known  the  indulgence ; 
but  I  will  u6t  damp  your  pleasures  by  my 
^otism — God  bless  you  wherever  you  go ! 
and  if  you  ever  are  a  parent,  the  relirf 
your  afiPectionate  attentions  have  been  to 
me,  will  be  remembered  by  you  with 
greater  satisfaction  than  more  ln*illiant 
exploits.'' 

Gaetano  expressed  his  anxious  hope^ 
that  something  might  still  arise  to  give 
some  relief  to  his  afflictions^  and  claimed  a 
promise  which  don  Vincentio  had  long 
given,  that  in  case  any  intelligence  should* 
be  obtained  to  excite  any  cheering  hopeSf 
he  would  apprise  him  of  it,  and  employ  his; 
personal  services  and  his  inters  with  the- 
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viceroy,  in  any  way  that  might  contribute 
to  his  comfort  and  assistance. 

With  inodest  and  feeling  delicaqy,'Pe- 
rollo  begged  that  he  might  be  permitted 
to  join  his  exertions  to  those  of  Gaetano, 
and  to  offer  the  services  of  his  family  and 
friends,  if  it  should  be  found  that  they 
could  in  any  way  tend  to  clear  up'  the 
mysterious  circumstances  of  the  cavatier^s 
misfortune. 

Landolini  again  expressed  his  thanks ; 
and,  almost  overpowered  by  his  filings, 
repeated  his  adieus  to  them  both. 

Headily  complying  with  the  impatience 
of  PeroUo,  Gaetano  consented  to  set  but 
rather  late  on  the  third  day,  instead  of 
Waiting  till  the  next  morning. — "  We 
may,*'  he  said,  "  if  we  reach  Castel  Vetrano 
to-night,  be  in  Sciacca  to-morrow  evening, 
and  at  my  uncle's  castle  we  shall  be  better 
accommodated  than  among  the  Capuchiiis; 
there  is  not  perhaps  much  chahce  of  oii't 
being  sumptuously  feasted,  but  we  shall 
there  be  at  liberty  to  do  as  we  please,  and 

VOL..  I.  E 
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it  is  the  only  place  where  we  can  halt»  so 
as  to  divide  our  journey  into  two  stages." 
To  this  proposition  Federico  assented ; 
and,  deeply  engaged  in  conversation,  they 
proceeded  on  their  way,  crossed  the  open 
country  to  the  south  of  Trapani;  and 
leaving  the  towns  of  Mazzara  and  Marsala 
on  the  right,  and  Salermi  on  the  left,  as 
'they  passed  by  Santa  Ninfa,  their  attention 
was  roused  by  a  loud  peal  of  thunder, 
which  rolled  deeply  among  the  mountains 
before  them.  The  day  was  fast  declining, 
and  the  gathering  clouds  upon  the  hills 
threatened  a  tremendous  storm  before  they 
could  possibly  reach  Castel  Vetrano,  then 
six  or  eight  miles  distant;  whilst  the 
marshy  grounds  which  surrounded  them 
prevented  thrir  reaching  Santa  Ninfa  by  a 
shorter  route;  but  they  were  not  easily 
dismayed,  nor  likely  to  make  much  of 
evils  no  greater  than  a  thunder-storm,  or  a 
journey  for  an  hour  or  two  in  the  dark ; 
even  had  they  been  so  inclined,  the  ludi- 
crous distress  of  Baptista  would  in  some 
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degree  have  counterbalanced  the  discom- 
fort. 

He  began  in  a  lamentable  tone — "Your 
excellenza  will  now,  I  hope,  see  the  use 
my  advice  would  have  been  of,  had  you 
taken  it,  and  not  left  Trapani  at  an  hour 
when  there  was  no  chance  of  reaching  our 
destinaticm  before  it  was  dark ;  night  is 
rapidly  coming  on,  and  a  storm  rising 
among  the  mountains :  Our  Lady  grant  we 
may  reach  Castel  Vetrano  in  safety  !*• 

"  Amen  T  answered  Gaetano,  "  and  that 
we  may  not  be  spirited  away  by  the  de- 
mon of  Segesta,  nor  washed  out  to  sea  by 
the  mountain  torrents !" — adding,  in  a  whi- 
ning tone,  as  much  like  that  of  Baptista 
as  possible — "  oh,  Federico !  had  you  but 
listened  to  this  miracle  of  wisdom,  we  had 
never  come  hither  to  be  drowned  in  the 
highway,  nor  left  in  the  dark  to  the  mad 
knight  of  Alcamo  and  his  uncivil  atten- 
dant^ 

**  Well,  gentlemen,"  replied  Baptista, 
somewhat  piqued  out  of  his  dismal  condi- 

.    e2 


7!6  THE   FEUDS  OF 

tion,  ** you  must  say  what  you  please;  but 
if  my  eyes  deceived  me  not,  I  saw  the 
l^^le  two  figures  behind  us,  as  we  croised 
the  flats,  not  more  than  an  hour  ago."  . . 
;i  "  Why,  Baptista,  th^  storm  which  is 
poming  will  be  the  death  of  your  sick 
iriend,  and  relieve  us  from  all  our  appre- 
Ijensions;  it  is  the  most  fortunate  thing 
that  could  have  befallen  us;  your  wisdom 
imd  foresight  have  been  proved  beyond  a 
question,  and  your  evil  genius  must  neces- 
sai^ly  perish  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
night." 

"  I  knew  your  excellenza's  merriment 
iK'Ould  not  spare  me,"  said  the  man,  "  or  I 
eoujd.at  the  moment  have  convinced  you 
of  the  fact,  by  shewing  you  the  identical 
tall  figure  which  we  saw  the  other  day, 
wrapped  in  his  black  horseman's  cloak; 
jKrith  the  black  plumes  in  his  hat,  which 
my  master  must  have  observed  at  Segesta.* 

"  Better  and  better,"  retorted  Gaetano; 
.7  iyou  have  at  least  derived  somfe  benefit 
fh^m  your  friends." 

"  How  so,  signor  ?" 
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^*  Why,  Baptista,  you  have  learned  to 
fa(dd  your  Umgae  upon  an  occasion." 

As  the  man  was  about  to  reply,  another 
peal  rattled  among  the  hills;  the  wind 
blew  whistling  over  the  marshes,  and  large 
drops  of  rain  announced  the  approaching 
storm.  The  party  stopped  a  few  minutes 
to,  defend  themselves  from  its  violence,  by 
girding  on. their  cloaks,  then  quickened 
their  pace  whilst  a  little  light  remained ; 
the  rain  increased  momentarily,  the  thun- 
der rolled  nearer  and  nearer,  and  the 
mountain  echoes  scarcely  allowed  an  inter- 
val between  the  claps :  at  length  a  flash 
of  the  most  vivid  lightning  burst  from  the 
doud  before  them ;  it  vanished  not  in  an 
instant,  but^  seemed  to  roll  along  the  earth 
in** a  body  of  liquid  flame;  at  the  same 
time  a  deafening  peal  of  thunder  shook 
the  ground  beneath  the  horse's  feet. 

^.  Jesu  e  Maria !"  screamed  Baptista ;  the 
other  servants  echoed  his  ejaculation,  and 
an  interval  of  silence  succeeded;  during 
which  the  party  heard,  or  thought  they 
heard^  the  sound  of  voices  before  them: 
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another  flash,  nearly  as  vivid  as  the  last, 
drew  forth  a  groan  and  a  pious  ejaculaticm 
from  Baptista. 

**  Never  mind,  my  fine  fellow,**  said 
Gaetano,  '^  this  will  finish  the  black  gen- 
tteman  behind  us." 

Again  a  long  and  loud  dap  of  thunder 
seemed  tearing  the  hilb  from  dieir  foun- 
dations, and  in  the  pause  which  ensued, 
voices  were  distinctly  heard  in  accents  of 
taror  and  distress.  Impelling  their  horses 
to  the  utmost  speed,  Federico  and  Graetano 
rode  forward,  and  the  next  flash  gave  them 
an  imperfect  view  of  the  persons  firota 
whom  the  cries  proceeded.  A  litter  over- 
turned upon  the  ground,  several  men  and 
two  or  three  females  supporting  the  body 
of  a  lady  to  all  appearance  lifeless,  and  the 
fore-horse  of  the  litter  stretched  dead  in 
its  harness,  were  the  dismal  objects  which 
struck  their  sight  The  succeeding  thun- 
der-clap was  less  violent  than  that  which 
preceded  it,  and  when  it  ceased,  a  female 
voice  exclaimed — "  Indeed,  indeed,  your 
excellenza  may  perceive  that  my  lady 
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lives — she  breathes,  she  revives — the  Vir- . 
gin  be  praised,  my  lady  lives  T 

Gaetano  was  about  to  demand  the  na- 
ture of  the  accident,  and  to  offer  their  ser- 
vices,  when  the  lightning^s  flash  again  il- 
Imnined  the  scene. 

^  The  lady  Costanza  di  Solanto!**  exclaim- 
ed Federico,  in  a  voice  of  terror  and  amaze- 
ment, throwing  himself  from  his  horse, 
and  sizing  her  hand ;  **  what  dreadful 
chance  has  exposed  you  to  the  perils  of  a 
night  like  this?" 

••  Signer  PeroUo  T  cried  another  voice, 
^  Heaven  be  praised  for  this  unhoped-for 
aid  r  An  hysteric  sob  from  the  younger 
lady  gave  proofs  of  returning  animation. — 
**  My  child  T  said  the  baroness ;  "  gracious 
Heaven  has  restored  my  child !" 

The  thunder  again  interrupted  every 
other  sound ;  when  it  had  ceased,  Pigna- 
telli  learnt  from  the  attendants  (for  PeroUo 
and  the  baroness  were  capable  of  no  thought 
but  for  Costanza),  that  the  party  had  left 
Palermo  on  the  day  before,  to  join  the 
boron  Solanto,  who  was  expected  on  tiie 
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western  coast,,  and  were  proceeding  tp 
Castel  Vetrano  when  overtaken  by  the 
tempest;  during  which  the  lightning, had 
struck  down .  the  fore-hors^  of  the  Utter» 
and  terrified  the  ladjie?  ijij^ajrl)^  to  death.  . 

Whilst  Perollo  was  aiding  the  baroness 
and  her  daughter^  who.  .)vas  recovering 
from  her  swoon,  G«a^t£gio,,with  the  asais- 
tance  of  the  men,  raised  the  litter,  and  dis- 
mounting  one  of^.his  owij  servants,  placed 
his  hbr^e  in  the  harness  of  the  animal 
which  had  been  killed,  and  ureed  the  la- 
dies,  if  possible,  to  proceed  immediately. 

In  a  faint  voice  Costanza  exprejssed  her 
ability  to  go  on,  and,  being  placed  by  P^ 
rollo  in  the  litter,  he  inquired  of  the  baro- 
ness  where  to  direct  their  way  ? 

"  To  Castel  Vetrano,"  she  replied;  "  a 
courier  has  been  forwarded  by  the  kindness 
of  the  viceroy,  to  prepare  for  pur  reception 
at  the  castle." 

. "  We  cannot  be. above  an  hour's  journey 
from  Ijhe ; town,,"  replied  Federico;  "let the 
lady  Costanza  and  your  excellenza  keep 
up  your  spirits,  and  we  shall  soon  be  there 
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in  safety;  trast  to  my  friend  Fignatelli 
and  myself  to  take  every  precaution  re- 
qmrite.** 

The  violence  of  the  tempest  was  now 
somewhat  ^ibated,  but  the  rain  still  de-' 
scended  in  torrents,  and  the  darkness  was 
almost  impenetrable :  placing'  the  guides 
however  in  the  van,  and  themselves  riding 
on  each  side  the  litter,  they  advanced  as 
quickfy  as  the  state  of  the  road  and  other 
circumstances  woiild  admit. 

Gladly  the  party  hailed  the  lights  in  the 
towers  of  Cssiel  Vetrano,  where  they  had 
no  sooner  arrived,  than  Gaetano  hastened 
forwahrd  to  announce  their  approach,  and 
found  that  every  preparation  had  been  made 
which  time  would  permit,  the  courier  hav- 
ing only  arrived  on  the  preceding  night. 

The  lady  Costanza,  though  considerably 
recovered,  still  felt  the  effects  of  her  acci- 
dent, and  retired  to  the  chamber  pre- 
pared for  her  almost  immediately;  but 
the  baroness  remained  for  a  short  time 
with  the  young  men,  to  express  her  thanks 

E  3 


i 


8S  THE  FEUDS  OF 

for  their  services,  and  informed  them  that 
the  baron  Solanto  having  been  so  long  de- 
layed from  his  voyage  to  Sicily,  had  at 
length  abandoned  his  plan  of  visiting  Pa- 
lermo, and  embarking  in  a  small  vessel  for 
Sdacca,  had  forwarded  dispatches  to  her- 
self and  the  viceroy,  excusing  the  change 
in  his  arrangements,  and  requesting  her  to 
join  him  instantly  at  the  place  of  his  des- 
tination, where  he  hoped  to  be  arrived 
when  she  received  the  information ;  upon 
which  she  had  quitted  Palermo  without 
loss  of  time,  and  was  anxiously  hastening 
to  Sciacca. 

The  young  men  earnestly  entreated  per- 
mission to  be  her  escort  for  the  remainder 
of  the  journey,  and  the  lady  having  acced- 
ed to  their  request,  the  party  separated  for 
the  night. 
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CHAPTER  HI. 


''  Beatrice, — For  which  of  my  good  parts  did  jott  sufer 

love  for  me? 
Benedict.Suffer  love !  a  good  epitliet — I  do  indeed  suffer 

lore,  for  I  love  yon  against  my  will.** 

Haying  exerted  themselves  to  procure  all 
the  oom£orts  for  the  ladies  which  drcum- 
stances  would  allow  of,  Gaetano  and  his 
friend  proceeded  to  disencumber  them- 
selves of  their  drenched  garments,  and  to 
make  arrangements  with  the  castellan  for 
their  own  accommodation,  and  that  of  their 
servants,  during  the  night — "  For  our- 
selves," said  Pignatelli,  **  we  will  remain 
where  we  now  are^— in  a  small  apartment 
near  diat  of  the  ladies — ^my  own  man 
and  Baptista  may  make  up  their  bed  in 
the  antirocHn,  and  the  other  servants  you 
will  dispose  of  as  may  least  inconveni- 
ence your  own  fiunily.'' 


"  And  the  other  cavalier,  signer  ?*• 
"  Don  Federico  remains  with  me.** 
"  I  mean  the  other  gentleman,   who 
came  into  the  oevs|;1q  loiter  your  excellenza, 
in  the  train  of  the  baroness  ** 

"  There  was  no  one  with  the  party  but 
attendants." 

**  Excuse  me,  signor,  there  was  a  tall 
gentleman  in  a  large  dark  mantle,  with  a 
plume  of  dark  feathers  in  his  cap ;  I  should 
not  have  obsarted  him,  but  from  the  glit* 
tering  of  the  chain  round  his  heek,  as  the 
torches;  tirere  held  up  for  the  ladies  when 
they  Were  taken  from  their  litter."     . 
The'friertds  gazed  at  each  other.      ' 
••'W^4aw  no  such  person,"  said  Gaetano; 
"  the  baroness 'has  inquired  for  no  one,  and  * 
where  is  this  gentleman  now  ?" 

«  I.  have  not  seen  him,  signor,  sincere' 
were  in  the  court  below,  but  I  wiU  inquire ' 
amongst  the  people,  who  can  doubUess^^  -« 
infonii  me."    The  castellan  withdrew.  ■      ^ 
'^  Did  you  observe  this  strange  cavalier, 
Federico?  or  can  it  be  your  Segestan  ac-i 
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quaiBtanoe,  4a$ir(MM  Of  a  fiivthev  introdiicM  /' 

'< JLt  iii9j)r  either  be,aome  superiof  atten- 
dant €m  tHaft  ladies^  or  ^ome  gentleman,  !»«>  o 
longing  to  the  town  who  joined  the  |Mbi^)I^ 
afterwel^it^^.dbfiaved  Federieo.    ; 

Thfe  mtti.  returned  in  a  «hort  time,  and*  > 
stated  that  seyertfL  of  the  >meb  had  seen! 
the  tfrailge  cavalier  when  he  entered  the 
castle,  but.  none  knew  who  he  was,  or  ^ 
whither  he  had  gone. 

*^  It  murt  ^ve  been  as  1  supposed  then,** 
said  Federito;  ^  some  gentleman <^  Castd  ^ 
Vetiimo  joined,  the  party  after  our  depArw    ' 
ture,  anid  &cm  motives  of  cmiosity  hayings .  . 
follow^ it  to  the  castle,  is  now  gone,  to  ; 
his  home.*'  *•   .   • 

*<  Have  you  seen  your  fdend,  the  bla^k 
magiciahof  Alcamo,  signor  Boptista,"  ttk*  / :  ^ 
ed  GaeianQ,astbe^  valet  entered:  the  roonv   • 
"  since  wd  arrived  h6*e?*'      /;  •  ^  j '  r 

'^  Many  of'  the  .other  attendantsntiii^"' ^ 
answered  the  man,  'Vand  I  have-no  dotibt 
it  was  the  same;  I  hbpeyo^r:  ektieUenia* 

■•• ,  I      I     ■  ■  .  ^  I  •  ■■ 
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wmbflve  no  cause  to  think moie seriouslx 
€i  him  than  you  do  at  present" 

''Really,''  said  Gaetano^  «<  I  shall  get 
anxious  for  an  introduction  to  this  won- 
deifiil  personage." 

*^  I  fear  then  you  will  be  disappmnted ; 
for  you  may  be  satisfied  it  is  no  othor  than 
I  have  said,"  interrupted  Federico ;  *^  some 
cayalier  belonging  to  the  place,  who  having 
seen  the  party  to  their  abod^  is  now  gone 
to  his  own." 

''  I  know  most  of  the  neighlxmiing 
gentlemen  personally,"  added  the  castel- 
lan, ''  but  the  extraordinary  height  of  the 
person  I  saw  below,  and  the  slight  view  I 
had  of  his  dark  countenance,  convince 
me  he  is  a  stranger  here." 

^  Well,"  said  Gaetano,  '*  he  does  not 
seem  to  be  in  the  castle  now,  or  as  if  he 
intended  to  honour  us  with  an  interview ; 
do  therefore,  my  good  friend,  see  what  you 
can  procure  us  for  supper,  and  let  us  get 
to  rest  as  soon  as  we  can,  for  last  nig^t  we 
had  but  little  repose— I  hope  to-night  we 
shall  make  it  up." 
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"^  I  hope  SQ  too^**  said  Baptista,  in  8  tone  ' 
somewhat  resemUing  a  groan  of  anticipa^  '■ 
ted  alarm. 

Having  finished  thdr  repast,  the  young 
men  prepared  for  their  repose,  and  dismisa^ 
ed  their  servants  for  the  night  The  cas- 
tellan had  provided  for  Baptista  and  Ida 
companion  the  means  of  making  up  a  bed 
on  the  floor  of  the  antiroom. — '^  We 
vront  place  it  too  near  this  frightful  old 
arras,"*  observed  the  former ;  **  there  may 
be  rats  bdbind  it,  animals  which  I  abhor ; 
or  there  may  be  some  concealed  door  not 
well  secured ;  nor  wiU  we  have  it  by  the 
window,  for  the  rain  and  thunder  still  con- 
tinue; nor  by  either  of  the  doors,  be- 
cause        ** 

^  Really,  signor  Baptista,  you  appear  as 
if  no  part  of  the  room  would  suit  you ;  do 
let  us  place  it  in  the  centre,  and  make 
haste  to  bed.  I  bdieve  you  would  gladly 
prefer  some  other  apartment :  do  you  know 
any  thing  of  this  room,  and  has  there  been 
any  hoirid  murder  committed  here?" 

'^  The  Virgin  forbid !  how  can  you  talk 


ofmicfa  things ?t' I  ffeftaml^thkdcthd  fine 
lox|g!iKk)m  wher^ihe  soldiers  slee]p,6r<^ 
one  on  the  opposite  side,  where  the-ibtord^ 
ne^M^fi  pe«|)le4tre  put»  im^£  hov^  iKld  iis 

V  i^d  t^ho:  itben  would  ilave  lattehc^ 
on-Uieir  exc^ensisbs?''-    ''■  :    -'^  •    '    ■ 

!nie  bed  being  ttrranged^^  the  two  ser- 
vants were-  soon  unoonsdious>of  all  Ground 
theito ;  Baptista  hshdng  "first  iheist  devout* 
ly  pommittidd  himself  to  the  ^Wtectlon  of 
the  'Virgiri,  Sssita  Rosalia^  and'St  Franks, 
and  )placed  >against  the  door,  which' opened 
into^the  gallery,  two  or  three: articles  of 
furniture.    \ 

The  night  wbs  stormy  and  tempestuous, 
the  wind  howled  round  the  towers  of-  the 
castie,  the  rain  beat  with  violence  against 
the  Windows,  and  at  intervals  the  ftuy  of 
the>tempest*8eemed  to  revive ;  during  one 
of  the  mo^ '  tremendous  blasts,  the  door 
of  the  room  was:  80  much  shaken,  as  to 
throw  down  part  of  the  barricade  which 
Baptista's  care  had  placed  there ;  it  awoke  - 
hiuH  he' started  up  in  his  bed  and  listened ; 
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but  the^u§|;,whic]i,appearet^  to  haye.  paus^ 
the  disturbmice  died  away,  €^ld  aU^as  $tiU 
agaij),  pSLVQ  t,he  heavy,  drops  of  Tain  which 
were  hear^  without,  tittering  a  short  com- 
mendati9n.  of  himself  to  hi$  patron  saint»'  > 
he  tri^  to  compose^hiiQi^lf  to  sleep,  envy* 
ing  his  snoring  c^mpapipn.      A  sUght . 
movement  again  rustled  at  the  doorway*^ 
he  started  ai)d  listeQed,  in  hopes  it, would; 
pass  away  like  the  former  .isounds :  it  ceased, 
for  ai^  in^tantj  and  Baptista  breathed  again  j 
but  his  i;espiration  was  almost  immediately:  -■ 
suspended^,  by  seeing,  most  dijstinctly,  that . 
the  door  was  mpved^  and  a  Jight  shone  in 
at  the  aperture;   in  sp^^hleisis  iterror  he 
g^ve^.his  companion ;  a  violent  push,  but 
the. fellow  snoi;e4  on  un|ti|eedii)g. 

The  door  was  gmdMally  forced  back.i..: 
the  light  became  more  vji;si^le,  and  a  tall; : 
dark  figi^rie  entered^  tl^i^i^^artment;   hia 
head  \faB  bare,  a, cadaverous  paleness  was; 
spread  over  his  strongly  ^marked  ^tures ;; : 
in  one  hand  he  held  a  laipp,  jopd  though . 
wrapping  his  long  cloak  around  him,  he... 
seemed  to  .carry  some  weapon  beneath  it 
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in  the  other.  He  advanced  rapidly,  and 
with  a  firm,  but  quiet  tread,  nearly  half- 
way towards  the  opposite  door  of  the 
apartment ;  having  hastily  glanced  his 
fierce  dark  eyes  over  the  chamber,  Baptista 
recognised  the  figure  he  had  seen  in  the 
oonidor  of  the  convent  of  Alcamo,  in  the 
ruins  of  Segesta,  and  on  the  road  fix>m 
Trapani ;  his  terror  was  so  great,  he  could  . 
utter  no  sound ;  his  mouth  was  distended 
to  the  utmost  limits,  and  his  eyes  involun-  - 
tarily  fixed  upon  the  object  before  him ; 
he  grasped  his  sleeping  companion  with 
convulsive  horror,  who,  roaring  «at  the 
violence  of  the  gripe,  woke  and  sprung 
fi*om  the  bed,  dragging  Baptista  along 
with  him,  still  clinging  to  his  arm,  who 
seemed,  by  the  howl  of  his  fellow-servant, 
to  have  recovered  his  articulation,  and 
joined  in  his  sonorous  lamentations.  The 
figure  stopped,  stared  for  an  instant  at 
the  terrified  domestics,  and  extinguish- 
ing the  light,  rapidly  escaped  into  the 
gallery. 

Gaetano  and  Federico,  awakened  by  the 
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outcries  of  their  servants,  rushed  from 
their  apartment,  armed  only  with  their 
swords ;  but  finding  the  antiroom  in  dark- 
ness, Perollo  returned  for  the  lamp,  when 
they  discovered  Baptista  upon  the  floor, 
and  his  companion,  who  had  disengaged 
himself  from  his  grasp,  standing  beside 
him  in  a  state  of  wonder  and  amazement. 

^  What  is  the  cause  of  this  disturbance, 
Giuseppe  ?^  asked  Gkietano,  hastily. 

•*  Why,  signor,  I  believe  Baptista  has 
had  some  frightful  dream,  for  he  awoke 
me  by  pinching  my  arm  most  horribly; 
and  the  noise  I  made  seems  to  have  alarm- 
ed the  gentleman  who  was  coming  to 
your  chamber.** 

"  Who  could  be  coming  to  us  at  this 
hour  ?  surely  the  ladies  are  not  ill  ?'* 

Baptista  tried  to  speak,  but  could  only 
groan  inarticulately,  and  shake  his  head. 
Federico  was  hastening  out  to  make  in- 
quiries into  the  cause  of  the  confusicm, 
when  Baptista,  by  a  violent  effort,  threw 
himself  in  his  way,  and  arrested  his  pro- 
gress. 


"  Stop ! .  stop !  foi;  Heayenf^  fi^lke,  sigow  r 
Ecid^co.  paus^  for  an  JJQstanWiffh^  may 

.."  bh,  oh.!''  ^id.:  Gaetano,  **your  old 
friend,  Baptista,  has  been  dis^pointed .  ip 
Hs  visit  to  us  by  your  ymcivil.^^iQi*"    . 

Baptista  assented  in  silence,  ,ut)a|^U  to : 
sp^ak  intelligibly  of  the  mysterious  object ; 
of  his  fears.  . 

"  Come  thai,  Federico,  let  us  lose  no 
time  in  i^eeking  him ;  this. felloiv  is  as  little 
cqpimunicatiye  as  signor  I>iavolo  himsdCT 
.  The  two  young  men  then,  in  spit6  of 
th(^  supplicatians  of  th^  savant,  left  the 
room,  ordering  Giuseppe  to  remain  with 
his  associate,  who  insisted  on'  crawling:  :to 
the  'door,  that  he  might  hav^  the  consola- 
tion of  seseing  the  light  from  the .  lamp,  as 
long  as  possible. 

,V  This  way,"  said  .Federico;  **  let  us  not 
alarm  the  ladies,. neither  is  it  probable  the 
8t3W3g^r  would  tenter  tlieir  apartment^  as 
hi^  enmA'  seems:  to  have  been  tOj  me." 

The  doofrs  of  the  gallery  were  all  closed, 
except  one  which  opened  into  the  armoury 


LUNA  AND  1PER6LL0.  9^1 

of  the  6astle,  and  all  wis  sileiit  but'  the 
dtorm  without. 

**  There  ar^  so  many  places  of  conceal- 
ment here,*'  siid  Gaetano,  "  and  we  are  iso 
ilnadqukynted  with  the  castle,  that  it  is  a 
hopeless  tksk  to  search  for  this  said  cavalier, 
who,  aftfei*  all;  may  be  only  one  6f  the  other 
servants,  or  perhapis  a  creature  of  Baptis- 
ta's  fincy — no  one  appears  to  be  in  motion, 
which  must  be  the  case  if  the  ladies  re- 
quired  assistance ;  and  by  alarming  the 
household,'  we  can  do  no  g66d,  and  may 
create  a  general  panic."  * 

**  Circumstances,"  replied  Federico,  •^are 
rather  in  favour  of  Baptista's  vision ;  but 
otherwise  I  can  see  no  end  the  stranger 
can  propose  in  following  me  from  place 
to  place ;  if  such  is  the  case,  we  shall  doubt- 
less hear  further  from  him ;  but  I  do  not 
see  any^  probAbility  of  our  discovering  him 
now,  if  he  chooses  to  remain  concealed; 
lei  u»  then  return  to  our  room,  make  out 
what  particulars  we  can  from  the  servants; 
and  to-nlottwv  mrty  perhaps  afford  us  some 
dufe  to  cgli'^lueidftti&rt.*' 
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They  then  left  the  armoury,  and  return- 
ed to  their  chamber,  where  they  endea- 
voured to  gain  from  the  men  some  parti- 
culars of  the  reason  for  their  outcries.  - 

Giuseppe  had  but  little  to  say ;  he  knew 
that  lie  was  awakened  by  the  violent  grasp- 
ing of  his  bedfellow,  to  which  his  arm  bore 
^tness ;  and  that  when  he  leaped  from  the 
bed,  he  certainly  perceived  a  light  in  the 
room,  but  who  the  person  was  that  bore  it, 
how  it  was  extinguished,  which  way  the 
bearer  had  departed,  or  how  he  entered, 
he  knew  not 

^ptista,  in  spite  of  the  raillery  of  Gae- 
tano,  remained  steady  in  his  assertions, 
that  it  was  the  sick  cavalier  he  had  seen  at 
Alcamo,  and  having  now  had  a  more  dis- 
tinct view  of  his  features,  he  had  some  im- 
perfect remembrance  of  having  seen  them 
at  a  remoter  period,  but  where  or  when 
he  could  not  say ;  from  this  statement  he 
never  varied ;  but  the  exaggerated  account 
he  gave  of  his  height,  and  the  ferocity  of 
his  countenance,  failed  not  to  produce  from 
Gaetano  repeated  bursts  of. laughter.-— 
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this  same  trtumlerd-looking  gen- 
tleman,'' he  mquired,  *Vleaye  no  sulphu- 
reous odours  behind  him  ?  Had  he  not  a 
certain  air  about  him,  as  if  his  usual  abode 
was  in  the  heart  of  Etna?" 

^  No,  signor,  it  is  not  that  I  think  the 
gentleman  I  saw  was  a  spirit  from  the 
dead,  for  then  I  should  have  known  what 
to  do ;  but  I  am  convinced  it  is  one  of  the 
Imivoes  of  Luna  T 

^'  As  I  am  by  no  means  assured  it  was 
not  a  spectre  or  goblin,"  answered  Gaetano, 
**  may  I  inquire  what  it  will  be  necessary 
for  me  to  observe,  in  case  I  should  be  ho- 
noured by  a  vision  ?" 

**  In  the  first  place,  signor— — ** 

"  Really,"  interrupted  Federico,  •*  if 
you  have  no  more  important  inquiries  to 
make,  it  wiU  be,  I  think,  as  well  to  dis- 
miss the  men  and  return  to  bed  again^" 

Baptista's  visage  fell  to  a  ludicrous  pitch 
of  horror. — **  For  the  love  of  St.  Vito, 
signor,  do  not  send  me  from  you  !" 

**  Do  pray  let  them  remain  in  the  room," 
Gaetano,  **  for  the  presence  of  signor 
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Baptista  Seems  to  have  sottiething  pecAili- 
fcrly  attractive  to  this  iriysteHoifs  ttk^e\t^, 
and  I  shall  flatter  myself  with' tiiisf  lio^ 
(oim  interview  if  he  remains  here.*'* '•'^^ 

They  then  retired  ifor  the  rest  df  the 
night  to  their  couches ;  and  th6  sl^rvants 
having  brought  in  their  cloaks,  rolled  tliein- 
•selves  in  them,  and  slept  bh  thfe  ^oor  till 
morning.  *       '         ' 

The  castellan  waited  on  the  getitlemieh 
as  soon  as  he  understood  they  were  visible, 
and  begged  to  know,  from  Gtaetanb,  hbw 
be  intended  to  proceed. 

'  "The  day,"  observed  Pignatelli,  "is too 
bad  to  allow  us  to  think  of  leaving  the 
castle,  and  the  ladies  must  want  rest  and 
tefreshment  after  their  alarm  last  night ; 
■we  shall  therefore  probably  remain  till 
they  are  able  to  proceed :  and  now  tell  me 

if  you  have  seen  or  heard  again  of  the 

.     •       I- 

stranger  who  appeared  last  night  in  the 
castle  ?'• 

"  No,  signor;  but  the  servants  were 
surprised  this  morning  at  finding  two 
hot^  less  in  the  stables  than  there  weiie 
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last  night ;  however,  as  these  buildings  are 
without  the  walls  of  the  castle,  the  stran- 
gers might  have  put  their  horses  there^ 
and  gone  themselves  to  the  convent  for 
the  night" 

Federico  and  his  friend  looked  at  each 
other,  and  the  castellan  having  retired,  the 
former  observed— ** This  is  a  singular  coin- 
cidence with  the  statement  of  Baptista, 
and  it  appears  undoubted  that  some  one 
has  traoed  my  route  from  Palermo  hither, 
but  with  what  intenticni  1  know  not.  I  am 
not  aware  of  having  private  enemies,  and 
Baptista*s  suggestion  that  the  stranger  is 
an  emissary  of  don  Sigismund  di  Luna 
appears  absurd,  as  I  left  Sciacca  too  young 
to  have  provoked  his  anger,  and  my  des- 
traction  could  forward  no  views  either  of 
himself  or  his  partisans."* 

"  -To  me,"  replied  Gaetano,  "  it  seems 
equally  ridiculous  that  any  one  should 
take  the  trouble  to  follow  you  during  the 
whole  journey,  terrify  your  servant  into 
fits,  and  depart  without  attempting  any 
thing  more.** 

VOL.  I.  F 
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Aft^r  breakfast,  the  day  seeming  a  little 
iipproved^  the  young  men  agreed  to  strdl 
upto  the  town,  as  well  to  see  it  as  to  hear 
lyr  any  strangers  had  been  observed  in  the 
neighbourhood,  before  or  since  the  preced- 
ing evening. 

The  town  of  Castel  Vetcano  is  situated 
Upon  a  hill,  in  the  caitre  of  one  of  the 
loveliest  scenes  of  fertility  which  even 
S)(Hly  can  boast ;  immediately  around  it  is 
afi  extensive  plain  covered  with  vineyards 
and  corn-fields,  interspersed  with  a  prodi- 
gious number  of  almond  and  olive  trees^ 
and  groves  of  oranges  and  lemons ;  whilst 
the  country-seats  of  the  nobility,  embow* 
ered  in  luxuriant  groups  of  mulberry-trees, 
some  of  which  grow  to  an  enormous  height 
and  dimensions,  give  to  the  scene  an  ap- 
pearance of  life  and  cheerfulness.  On  the 
mountains  which  encircle  the  plain,  ta  tiie 
north,  are  the  towns  of  Salermi,  Santa 
Kinfa,  Margarita,  Failanna,  and  Monfrici, 
being  all  built  of  the  white  stone  of  the 
country ;  their  towers  and  steeples  formed 
a  lively  contrast  with  the  vivid  green  of 
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by  the  rains  of  the  season.  On  the  south» 
the  expanse  of  ocean  rolled  before  them, 
still  turbulent  firom  the  recent  storms.  Oa 
the  west,  the  eye  wandered  over  the  flat 
and  fertile  plain  towards  Trapani ;  and  on 
thejeasty  their  view  was  bounded  by  the 
majestic  inountains  which  rose  in  a  bold 
outline  behind  the  town  of  Sciacca. 

Federioo,  naturally  enthusiastic  in  his 
admiration  of  the  beauties  of  hb  country, 
locked  on  the  enchanting  landscape  with- 
out  any  apparent  pleasure  or  interest. 
Gaetano  watched  his  countenance,  but 
forbore,  for  a  while,  any  observation,  al- 
lowing him  to  lose  himself  in  the  subject 
of  his  thoughts,  whatever  it  might  be ;  at 
length  he  said — "  Well,  Perollo,  having 
sufficiently  studied  the  view  before  you, 
now  for  your  eulogium  on  its  beauties.'* 
*'  It  is  indeed  very  beautiful" 
"  Very  beautiful!  Why,  man,  it  is  an 
earthly  paeadiise,  I'll  give  up  the  Milanese, 
&ad  cultivate  p\y  uncle's  territoiial  do- 
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mains;  I'll  turn  my  thoughts  to  com, 
wine,  and  cowkeeping ;  1*11  throw  myself 
at  the  feet  of  the  first  beauty  I  meet,  and 
ih  twelve  months  be  solely  occupied  by 
my  charming  wife,  and  delightful  little 
femily ;  occasionally  we  will  make  you  a 
visit  at  Sciacca,  but  for  some  time  it  will 
be  impossible  for  me  to  tear  myself  fhwn 
all  ,these  domestic  comforts/* 

During  this  tirade  Federico  was  look- 
ing towards  the  castle. 
•  **  What  !*•  said  Gaetano,  **  you  are  exa- 
mining my    future  abode;   it  certainly 
wants  considerable  repairs  and  decorations.'* 

"  Did  you  not  see  some  figure  at  that 
window?"  asked  Federico. 
^  Gaetano  looked  as  if  he  thought  him 
rather  wild. — "  What,  Baptista's  fnend— 
signorlnfemale? 

"  No,**  replied  Perollo ;  **  a  female  fi- 
gure; is  not  that  the  apartment  of  the 
baroness  ?** 

**  Really  it  may  be,  for  ought  I  know ; 
and  you  may  have  been  honoured  by  a 
vision  of  their  fat  old  attendant,  for  no 
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other  of  the  party  can  be  large  enough  to 
be  distinguished  at  this  distance.^ 
Surely  it  was  donna  Costanza." 
Impossible ;  but  do  you  intend  to  be 
haunted  by  her  image,  as  your  idiot  Bap* 
tista  is  by  the  old  boy  in  his  long  black 
robe  and  plumes?  to  be  sure,  our  adven- 
ture last  night  was  sufficiently  romantic; 
we  have  nothing  to  do  now  but  to  &11  in 
love  and  complete  it  I  do  not  wish  to 
cut  your  throat,  my  dear  friend ;  so,  as  yoii 
have  probably  settled  your  choice  some 
lime  since,  I  will  take  up  with  madams 
la  baronessa,  and  leave  the  fair  Costanza 
to  your  sighs  and  sonnets." 

**  Ridiculous,  Gaetano !  she  is  certainly 
an  exquisite  creature,  but- "" 

**  But  what  ?  this  exquisite  creature  has 
captivated  you,  and  a  pretty  life  I  shall 
have  of  it ;  but  I  abhor  love  tales,  and  if 
you  make  me  your  confidant,  depend  on  it 

I  will  proclaim  it  to  every  creature  I  meet; 
with." 
During  this  conversation  they  had  reach-^ 
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tecl  the  smafl^Dominiican  GOfivent  near  the 
east  end  (^liie'towii^  and  were  mteiTupted 
by  the  approacfr  of  one  of  the  mmiks^  who 
Mimng*  up,  •  swd^r-^  Tliat  h«f kfg  been  in- 
ftirmedof  tHeanivi^Df  thevicerey^s  ne- 
phew and  a  Tparty^  At*  the  castH  wtthnnt 
preparation  fiir  ^o  many  being  made,  he 
wasp  commissicmed'  *by  the  prior  to  ofifer 
any  aid'  and  aoeommodeiion  their  poor 
hhvtse  coaM  give." 

'  GaetMo  thanked  the  monk  for  these 
eff&rei  serrices^  Uit  aaid — "  As  their  istay 
was*  likely  to  be  «o  short,  they  should  have 
no^  occasion  to  trouble  them ;"  adding,  "  I 
suppose  by  to-mcwTow  the  i>1iumara  will 
be  passable." 

"  Provided  no  more  rain  ftlb,  signor,  it 
eertainly  will ;  and  indeed  one  of  our  bro- 
thers  heard,  fixwn  a  man  who  lives 'on  the 
hill  by  the  Fiumara  side,  that  the  barone 
deHa  Bardia  had  crossed  it  at  an  early  bout 
this  morning,  attended  by  a  single  servant ; 
they  must  have  left  this  place  in  the  dead  of 
the  nighty  and  what  can  have  occasicmed 
such  a  journey  we  can  none  of  us  imagine." 
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^*  18  this  b«0ne  an  inhabitant  of  Castd 
Vetrano?"  asked  Federica 

*  No,  sighor ;  he  resides  near  Sdaoca," 
^  I  thought  I  had  softie  reoc^ection  of 
his  natoe— *• 

"  Don  Accursi  d'Aitiato^  signor." 
**  Yes,  I  now  remember  it  well.** 
The  monk  was  beginning  a  ocmversation 
which  seemed  likely  to  be  rather  IcHig; 
therefore  PignateHi  eommendiid  himself  to 
the  prior  witli  gratefiii  thanks,  and  the 
fiiehds  to^  their  leiBiVe. 
.    In  their    wny    biEfck  l^ederifeo  said-*^ 
**  Does  it  not  strike  ymi,  Pignatelli,  that 
this  barone  has  sohie  conneximi  with  our 
Grange  visitor  ?  it  may,  or  it  may  not  be 
80,  Init  I  have  a  strong  suspicion,  from 
what  the  monk  said,  that  it  i^  no  other 
than  Accursi  d' Amato  who  has  thus  fol- 
lowed me  fh>m  Palermo,  though  why  or 
wherefore,  I  know  not."* 
^  Who  and  what  is  he?'^ 
••  One  of  the  nobles  of  Sdacca,  most 
firmly  attached  to  the  house  of  Luna.    I 
have  myself  no  recollection  of  him  in  any 
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wAy,  but  of  his  connexion  with  that  fimrily 
I  have  frequently  beard,  firmn  persons  who 
know  more  of  the  politics  of  Sciacca  than 
1  do;  what  more  than  curiosity  could 
have  induced  him  to  follow  me  thus»  I  can> 
not  possibly  conceive,** 

*'  Something  more  must  hare  excited 
his  visit  last  night,"  said  Gaetano;  *^  and 
something,  I  fear,  not  quite  so  innocent : 
however,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  connect 
every  strange  event,  or  unexpected  occur** 
fence,  with  this  dreadful  feud,  as  Baptista 
do^ ;  and  having  been  so  long  removed 
from  the  scene  of  contention,  yoa  surely 
cannot  have  incurred  the  enmity  of  the 
&ction,  nor  contracted  any  taint  of  the 
spirit  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  animates 
too  many  of  the  parties.** 

**  No,  Heaven  forbid  T  replied  Perollo : 
**  I  feel  towards  every  individual  of  the 
house  of  Luna  nothing  stronger  than  in* 
di£Perence,  and  have  long  resolved  to  use 
every  means  in  my  power  to  allay  the 
unhappy  discords  which  have  so  long  torn 
asunder  the  bonds  of  society  and  neighs 
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bourhood  in  Sciacca ;  but  so  vident  is  the 
rage  of  party  there  at  present,  that  no 
hopes  of  any  friendly  intercourse  can  be 
indulged  in." 

On  reaching  the  castle,  the  cavaliers 
repaired  to  the  apartments  oi  the  baroness, 
and  found  both  her  and  the  lady  Costanza 
quite  recovered  from  all  effects  of  their 
fright  The  ladies  had  both  felt  some  cu^ 
riosity  to  see  more  of  Pignatelli,  of  whom 
tliey  had  heard  so  much  at  Palermo,  from 
his  noble  relatives,  and  still  more  from 
FeroUo,  who  had  never  spoken  of  him 
without  his  vehement  regard  and  affection 
being  manifested* 

As  frequently  happens,  he  was  the  very 
opposite  to  liis  friend  both  in  manners  and 
person — ^Perollo  being  very  tall,  singularly 
handsome,  and  more  than  commonly  com- 
manding in  his  appearance,  for  one  so 
young,  and  bis  manners  sure  to  attach 
those  who  knew  him,  but  apt  to  be  unat- 
tractive to  strangers,  from  their  mistaking 
a  natural  reserve  for  hauteur ;  he  did  not 
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lAew  every  new  impres8k)ii>  but  w?ien  re- 
erived,  it  was  nearly  inefikceable;  and  hk 
character  had  in  it  a  deep  and  ardent  sen-* 
sibility,  which  felt  much,  Init  had  the 
jK>wer  of  concealing  it,  except  from  those 
who  knew  him  very  intimately. 

Gaetano  resembled  Mm  in  nothing  but 
high  honour,  steady  principles,  and  the 
then  unusual  taste  for  literature,  wlikh 
they  had  both  received  from  the  same  tutor. 
In  person  he  just  escaped  being  little,  but 
was  exquisitely  formed ;  rode  and  danced 
better  than  any  body ;  was  acknowledged 
to  have  the  finest  eyes,  and  most  animated 
countenance,  in  all  Sicily;  was  the  idol  of 
every  society,  and  the  favourite  of  every 
lady.  The  little  party  now  assembled  at 
Castel  Vetrano  could  with  difficulty  be 
equalled  for  gmces  of  mind  and  person. 

After  the  baroness  had  thanked  the 
friends  for  their  timely  aid  in  her  distress, 
the  foregoing  evening,  she  said — "  We 
have  smiled,  this  morning,  to  think  how 
itetonished  you  must  have  been,  signor 
Perollo,  at  our  rencontre  last  night ;  but 
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you  had  not  left  Palermo  more  than  two 
days,  when  I  received  the  boron's  direo** 
trons  to  proceed  to  Sdacca,  and  as  soon  as 
the  arrangements  for  our  journey  could  be 
made,  we  started ;  your  having  gone  roundl 
by  Trapani  was  the  fortunate  cause  of  our 
so  providentially  meeting  with  you  in  our 
distress.'^ 

Costanza  was  surveying,  from  one  of  the 
windows,  the  beautiful  scenery  around; 
and  when  the  baroness  had  finished  speak- 
ing, Perollo  walked  towiards  her,  and  Gucr 
tano  observing  the  subject  of  her  contenN 
plation,  said — "  My  firiend  Perollo,  signora^ 
is  a  devoted  admirer  of  the  beauties  of 
Sicily,  but  this  scene  .seems  to  have  be^ 
numbed  his  faculties ;  one  poor  cprnpli* 
ment  to  Castel  Vetrano  is  all  I  have  been 
able  to  extort ;  do  pray  try  and  rouse  him 
to  something  like  a  sense  of  its  beauties ; 
for  myself,  I  am  so  enchanted  with  them, 
that  I  have  almost  resolved  to  spend  my 
days  here,  in  a  state  of  patriarchal  simpli^ 
dty.** 
<    *^  Perhi^si,  signer,  yovi  can  discover 
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some  grotto  or  hennitage  amongst  the 
adjacent  hills,  where  your  venerable  pur- 
pose may  be  easily  fulfilled,  and  the  con- 
templative disposition  of  your  friend  in- 
dulged to  its  fullest  extent/*  answered 
Costanza. 

•*  The  raptures  of  PignatelKv**  observed 
Federico,  *^  so  far  surpassed  all  bounds  of 
moderation,  that  nothing  remained  for  me 
but  tacit  approbation;  he  talked  c{  a  para^ 
di'se  on  earth ;  had  already,  in  imagination,, 
beaten  his  sword  into  a  pruning-hook^ 
turned  vine*  dresser  and  agriculturist,  and 
surrounded  himself  with  a  band  of  de- 
scendants, even  to  the  third  and  fourth  ge- 
nerations;- a  flight  beyond  this»  I  could 
not  soar  to ;  and  as  my  humble  applause 
would  have  fallen  so  far  beneath  his  eulo^ 
gium,  I  contented  myself  with  merely  as- 
senting to  his  opinions." 

"  The  vehement  feelings  of  don  Gaetano 
are,  1  fear^  somewhat  transient,"  said  Co^ 
timza,  ^'  and  the  attractions  of  the  metro- 
polis would  perhaps  draw  him  from  his 
ironU  paradise  to  the  purgatory  of  Palermo, 
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where  he  would  soon  forget  his  sheep  and 

bis  lambkins." 

'  **  And  inconstancy,  no  doubts  would  be 

a  crime  sufficient  in  your  eyes»  fadr  lady^ 

to  doom  me  to  remain  in  my  abode  of 

punishment?^ 

*  '*  No,**  replied  Costanza,  **  I  would  sei^ 

you  back  to  your  vineyard  and  sheepfold,. 

lest  the  gaieties  of  the  court  should  charm 

away  all  your  regrets,  and  you  should  be 

contented  with  yoiMr  lof 

"  Lady,  you  are  a  merciless  judge,,  and 
I  would  appeal  from  your  sentence  to  the 
angel  who,  by  the'  original  contract,  was 
to  have  been  my  partner  in  the  rural  life,, 
which  you  and  PeroUo  hold  in  such  dis- 
dain ;  however,  there  are  few  among  the 
dames  of  Sicily  who  would  not  encourage 
my  apostacy,  I  fear ;  and  that  reflection 
alone  seems  sufficient  to  make  me  delay 
my  intended  purpose  of  turning,  husband- 
man in  Castel  Vetrano." 

"  For  shame,  Pignatelli  !**  exclaimed 
Federico ;  "  how  can  you  thus  doubt  tlie 
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veti^ted  and  d^mestie  virtues  of  our  countrjr^ 
women  ?  My  mother  has,  for  these  twenty 
y^rs,  abandoned  all  the  splendour  of  the 
Imperial  caurt»  and,  with  occasional  visits 
to  Palertnoi,  has  resided  in  the  intermediate 
time  at  Sciacca ;  and  except  during  the 
kng  absences  of  my  father^  I  believe  she 
Im  never  regretted  Hie  exchange.'^ 

^  The  baroness  Fandolfina  is  universally 
lidid  up,"  said  Gaetano,  **  as  a  model  of 
female  dignity,  virtue,  and  excellenoe; 
tiiere  cannot,  therefore,  be  many  such  in 
the  world,  nor  do  I  expect  my  future  des- 
tiny to  give  me  such  a  treasure.  I  intend,^ 
therefore,  to  be  contented  with  perfect 
beauty,  gaiety,  good-humour,  wealth,  rank^ 
and  such  like  external  and  internal  oma^ 
ments.'' 

^^  Moderate  and  reasonable  in  all  thingis,^^ 
iNgnor  r  said  Costanza,  with  a  smile ;  **  and 
you  will  give  in  return ^ 

**  Myself,"  replied  Gaetano,  **  such  as  I 
am— my  good  qualities,  which  Perollo 
must  be  well  aware  of,  and  can  give  me  a 
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diameter  for ;  these  we  must  make  the 
mos^  of,  and  the  others  we  wiU  not  tneiah 
tion,  but  decently  conceal  from  tiew.** 

*'  You  must  be  a  good  hand  at  masque^ 
rading,  don  Gaetano^*^  said  the  baroness^ 
**  if  you  can  contrive  to  keep  this  vanity 
out  of  sight  I  do  not  vror^ier,  signoi^ 
Perolk)^  that  you  speak  with  exultations  of 
y^ur  mothei^s  domestic  virtues ;  such  q^a^ 
iities  are  not  mattetisr  of  surprise  in  females 
who,  from  want  of  birth,  talents,  beauty,, 
or  any  thing  which  we  are  apt  to  think 
essential,  are  not  fitted  for  courts ;  but  it 
must  require  no  small  degree  of  philosophy 
and  cheerfulness  of  temper,  in  a  being  so 
singularly  adapted  ta  grace  them  as  Vio* 
toria  Moncada>  to  be  happy  m  so  confined 
a  sphere  as  Sciacca." 

Federico'Ss  heightened  complexion  and 
aparkling  eyes  spoke  his  delight  at  this 
unsought  and  unexpected  tribute  to  the 
excellencies  of  a  mother,  on*  whom  he  doat* 
ed,  and  whose  approbation  was  the  most 
delightful  reward  he  had  ever  received  for 
any  exertion. 
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c  ^The  baronesft  iPandolfina  had  not  dele- 
gated to  servants  the  care  d  her  son's 
education  even  in  his  earliest  years ;  she 
justly  felt  that  he  would,  almost  uncon- 
adiously,  imbibe  opinions  and  ideas  firom 
those  around  him,  which  would  colour  his 
iilture  character,  and  which  no  arguments 
fx>uld  entirely  efface :  a  delicate  sense  of 
honour,  high-minded  generosity,  imparti- 
ality in  judging  ourselves,  liberality  of  sen- 
timent, and  a  nice  sense  of  what  is  due  to 
others,  it  is  absurd  to  expect  should  be  in- 
culcated by  persons  who  are  continuaUy 
seeking  excuses-  for  wanting  those  very 
qualities  themselves ;  and  there  can  be  na 
doubt  but  such  sentiments,  received  from 
the  lips  of  an  elegant  female  and  an  affec- 
tionate mother,  are  imprinted  more  deeply^ 
and  with  more  pleasing  associations,  even 
on  the  heart  of  a  hoy,  than  they  would  be 
if  they  proceeded  from  an  austere  tutor  or 
a  vulgar  nurse. 

But  to  return  to  our  party.  The  baro- 
ness Solan  to  expressed  so  much  pleasure 
to  Perollo,  at  the  thought  of  meeting  agaia^ 
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her  old  friend,  that  he  ventured  to  say-~ 
**  How  I  wish  your  excellenza's  destination 
then  was  to  PeroUo  Castle !  have  you  a 
residence  prepcured  in  Sciacca  ?" 

"  Why,  I  do  not  quite  know ;  if  the 
baron  has  been  long  enough  there,  he  may 
have  got  a  separate  abode  for  us,  but  I  ra- 
ther  expect  we  shall  be  guests  for  a  time 
at  Luna  Castle." 

'^  Luna  Castle !"  ejaculated  Ferollo,  as 
every  expression  of  pleasure  vanished  fi^m 
his  countenance :  '^  I  beg  pardon  tor  re- 
peating your  excellenza's  words,  but  I  was 
so  utterly  disappointed  by  your  inteHi-^ 
gence:  I  had  hoped  for  my  mother  and 
myself  so  much  satisfaction ;  but  with  the 
unfortunate  prejudice  of  coimt  Luna 
agmnst  our  race,  it  will  be  much  if  yoa 
are  not  induced  to  dislike  the  very  name 
ofPerollo." 

Costanza  advanced  to  her  mother  a& 
Perollo  spoke ;  the  whole  party  were  silent 
for  a  few  moments,  and  all  seemed  rather 
distressed  \  at  length  Costanza  said,  timid^ 
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ly***-*'  Is  dott  S}gi$in\iBd  so  very  prone  to 
hrter 

*  Only  those,  lady,  idto  are  allied.  t)r 
attached  to  any  of  out  feraify  * 

^  It  is  a  feeling  I  cannot  understand,.'' 
^  said,  and  1l>eii  added-^**  I  mean,  I 
cannot  ima^ne  hating  for  a  name.** 

Federico  looked  so  gratefu!,  that  she  re* 
turned  again  to  the  window,  but  did  not 
aeem  to  attend  either  to  the  landscape  or 
Gaetsoio,  as  she  had  done  hdme ;  however, 
tiie  baroness,  almost  immediately,  said^^ 
**Donot  let  us  anticipate  any  thing  so 
painful,  my  young  friend ;  to  dislike  every 
Perollo,  we  must  become  very  ungrateful, 
which,  I  flatter  mywl^  is  impossible ;  and 
with  whoever  I  may  be  a  guest,  I  must  be 
the  friend  of  the  baroness  Pandolfina.  I 
had  heard  of  this  unhappy  feud  from  our 
friends  at  Palermo ;  and  I  cannot  but  hope, 
tfiat  in  a  short  time  two  such  admirable 
persons  as  baron  Fandolfina  and  count 
Luna  must  know  and  acknowledge  each 
(Abefs  merits,  when  there  is  any  friend 
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near,  who  is  disinterestedly  anxious  to  ter. 
minate  these  terrible  discords — and  such  a 
friend  the  baron  Solanto  will  be  proud  to  be. 
The  count's  father  was  our  very  particular 
friend,  and  I  am  deeply  interested  in  find- 
ing in  his  son  all  I  admired  in  him." 

The  baroness  seemed  to  observe  an  absent 
and  uneasy  manner  in  her  daughter,  and 
soon  changed  the  conversation. 

The  eavriiiears  spent  almost  aH  the  re- 
mainder of  the  da(y  with  them,  and  retired 
in  the  evening  t^  regulate  the  morro^w^ 
jouPRey. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Twas  aatamn^and  sunsbine  arose  on  the  way. 
To  the  home  of  my  Others,  tliat  welcom'd  me  back. 

Campbelc; 

The  fineness  of  the  evening  tempted  the 
cavaliers  to  stroll  round  the  ramparts  c^ 
the  castle  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  which 
had  risen  in  full  splendour  from,  behind 
the  hills ;  chequered  by  light  and  shade» 
the  plain  beneath  the  walls  seemed  to  have 
acquired  additional  beauties  from  the  still- 
ness of  the  hour,  and  the  mild  radiance  of 
the  orb  of  night,  whose  beams  were  alter- 
nately reflected  from  the  white  walls  of 
the  various  cassinos,  or  absorbed  by  the 
dark  foliage  of  the  surrounding  groves. 

The  mountains  of  Sciacca  bounded  the 
prospect  to  the  east,  and  formed  a  dark 
bold  outline  against  the  deep  blue  sky; 
whilst  to  the  westward  the  ocean  waves 


luiJa  and  pekollo.  117 

glittered  brightly  in  the  moonbeams,  and, 
still  turbulent  from  the  effects  of  the  late 
storm,  murmured  hoarsely  in  the  distance, 
but  not  sufficiently  loud  to  break  the  re- 
pose of  the  scene,  which  was  only  disturb* 
ed  by  the  sound  of  some  shepherds  pipes, 
whose  notes  came  mellowed  up  the  hill. 

The  friends  were  silently  contemplating 
the  landscape,  when,  from  a  window  above, 
a  v<nce,  whose  dulcet  sweetness  thrilled 
tlirougfa  every  power  of  attention,  fixed 
tliem  to  the  spot,  where  they  remained 
long  after  the  melody  had  ceased,  wishing 
and  expecting  to  hear  the  enchanting 
strains  renewed. — ^**  It  must  be  the  lady 
Costanza,"  said  Federico,  in  a  tone  of  rap« 
turous  delight. 

"  You  appear  recovering  your  powers 
of  admiration,  my  friend,**  replied  Gaetano  r 
**  it  will  be  impossible  for  you  long  to  re* 
mt  all  the  powerful  attractions  of  the  lady, 
and  I  wonder  you  had  not  cast  yourself 
at  her  feet  long  before  you  left  the  walls 
of  Palermo.** 

^  It  appears  then  impossible,  in  your 
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Opinion,  GaetMM>»  to  admire  a  'beantifid 
^1}  and  to  do  justioe  to  her  taknts^  wtH^ 
out  being  jromantically  in  love  with  herJ* 

^^  By  no  means :  I  doulrt  not  but  yoor 
admiration  is  entirely  the  effed;  of  sn  ab* 
sfcraet  taste  for  female  beailty,  and  a  pas- 
sion for  music ;  that  it  is  nothing  more 
than  Platonic  friendship^  and  totally  un- 
connected with  any  thing  more  tender 
tlian  esteem,  respect,  and  veneration,,  such 
as  one  feels  for  the  good  old  father  Paa- 
quale,  for  instance,  or  the  venerable  head 
of  his  convent." 

"  I  certainly,"  replied  Federico,  **  do 
feel  the  greatest  regard  and  esteem  for  the. 
lady  Costanza,  alid"-«-after  a  short  pause, 
he  added — "  for  the  baroness  Solanto." 

^Of  course ;  and  this  regard  and  esteem 
will  hereafter  be  a  very  fortunate  event  in 
other  respects:  the  ladies  appear  inclined 
to  conciliate  between  your  family  and 
that  of  count  Luna;  your  infinite  regard 
and  esteem  wHl  doubtless  make  you  yield 
with  all  due  deference  to  their  wishes^  and 
tiie  <93unt  will  be  equally  tractabk,  as  he 
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will,  of  necessity,  be  des^rately  in  love 
with  his  fair  guest,  the  signora  Costanza." 

Ferollo  started,  and  looked  with  terrcMr 
and  amazement  at  Gaetano^  who,  bursting 
into  a  fit  of  laughter,  inquired  if  he  hdd 
not  expressed  a  wish  himself  to  appease  tlm 
discord  between  the  two  femilies? — "  Cer* 
tainly,"  he  answered,  "  but  don  Sigismund 
is  engaged ;  he  has  already  a  treaty  of  mar- 
riage on  foot,  to  sup[dy  the  place  of  tha 
late  countess." 

**  Indeed !"  said  Gaetano,  gravely,  and 
after  a  moment's  reflection ;  *'  and  what 
engagements  has  the  lady  ?  it  would  be  as 
well  to  avoid  filing  in  love  with  a  persons 
who  may  be  already  betrothed  to  another."^ 

^^  Impossible !  the  lady  Costanza  herself 
assured  me,  she  had  never  been  introduced 
into  society  till  her  arrival  in  Palermo." 

'*  This  appears  to  me  no  proof  that  her 
heart  and  hand  are  not  predisposed  oi,, 
and  at  all  events,  my  dear  Federico,  I  wisK 
you  were  not .  quite  so  far  gone  as  I 
fear  you  already  are :  but  the  night  is  cold 
and  chilly^we  had  foefcbn  retire," 
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**  Retire  Y"  said  PeroUo.  "  I  could  pass 
the  night  in  waiting  for  those  sounds 
again!" 

"  Depend  on  it,  you  will  hear  no  more 
of  them  to-night ;  and  it  may  be  supposed 
that  we  are  waiting  under  the  ladies  win- 
dow, to  listen  to  their  commendations  of 
ourselves.'' 

Slowly  and  unwillingly  Federico  with- 
drew ;  when  meeting  Baptista  on  the  way 
to  their  apartment,  Gaetano  inquired  if  he 
had  recdved  any  further  intelligence  of 
his  nocturnal  visitor? 

**'  No,  signor,**  he  said ;  "  but  you  must 
be  convinced  that  some  one  did  really 
leave  the  castle  last  night,  by  two  horses 
less  being  found  in  the  stable  this  morn- 
ing.'* 

"  This  some  one  th«i,  I  presume,  de- 
voured the  other  steed  for  his  supper,  as 
he  could  scarcely  want  to  ride  off  upon 
both,  although  he  must  have  been  terribly 
alarmed  by  your  magnanimous  display  of 
valour,  Baptista." 

^^  As  to  that,  signor,"  answered  the  man. 
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without  alluding  to  the  latter  insinuation, 
^  the  cavalier  had  certainly  an  attendant 
with  hina." 

'*  How  much  better  a  figure  then  he 
would  have  made,''  said  Gaetano,  ^  with 
his  train-bearer  behind  him,  instead  of  lurk- 
ing: about,  with  an  untrimmed  lamp  in  his 
hand,  and  roUed  up  in  the  long  doak,' 
which  has  made  so  tremendous  an  impres- 
sion QCL  your  &noy !  but  as  the  castle  -artil- 
lery is  too  ponderous  to  be  conveniently 
placed  by  your  bedside,  you  may  make 
up  your  couch  for  the  night  in  yonder 
corner,  and  Giuseppe  may  retire  with  the 
other  servants;  but  if  you  have  any  vi- 
sions to  break  my  rest,  I  shall  take  Ih^ 
liberty  of  hoisting  your  haunted  person 
from  the  window  to  the  battlements  be^ 
low,  as  the  best  way  of  laymg  the  spectre 
and  yourself  also." 

It  being  but  eight  leagues  to  Sciacca, 
and  a  season  of  the  year  when  the  middi^ 
sun  wag;  Qot  likely  to  be  incony^ntet,  $be 
trav^rs  left  Castd  Vetrano  at  no  very 
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early  houri  couriers  having  bieen  sent 
ward  to  Memfici^  where  they  intended  ta 
halt  at  nqon,  and  also  to  Sdacca,  to  pie^ 
pare  for  their  arri  vaL  The  cavaliers  tiding 
on  each  side  the  litter  in  which  liie  ladies 
travelled, .  mudi  to  the  aniiqyanoe  of  Fe- 
roUo,  were  prevented  from  any  conversa- 
tion with  them,  by  the  unceasing  noise  of 
the  bells  attached  to  the  harness  .of  the 
horses;  and  although  th^  curtains  of  the 
vehicle  nearly  obscured  all  view  of  those! 
within  it,  yet  were  the  beauties  <rf  the 
country  lost  upon  him,  and  he  rode  on 
unheeding  every  thing  but  his  compa- 
nion, though  the  forest  scenery  at  a  few 
miles  distance  from  Castel  Vetrano  could 
not  have  failed  to  delight  any  one  at  Insure 
to  contemplate  its  magnificence* 

From  these  woodlands  the  party  de^ 
scended  a  hill,  and  riding  some  short  dis- 
tance  along  the  side  of  a  fiumara,  forded 
it)|lMafety,  without  any  incident- to  call 
£Qi^h  the^igallantry  of  the  'gentlemen;  or 
excite  the  fears  of  the  ladle%  though  the 
mountain- torrent  brawled  aloi^gitk  ragged 
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Channel  with  no  smBSl  impetuosity  and 
violence.  Beyond  the  fiumara,  the  road' 
became .  more  hilly,  and  a  short  time 
iM'ought  them  to  M^bifici  (the  site  of  the 
ancient  Inaco),  where  preparation  had  been 
made  for  their  accommodation,  during  the 
short  time  they  halted  to  take  their  siesta, 
and  refresh  their  horses.  From  hence  they 
set  out  for  Sciacca,  through  a  country  less 
abounding  in  picturesque  beauties  than 
diat  which  they  had  passed  in  the  early 
part  of  the  day. 

On  the  mountains  to  the  left,  they  saw 
the  town  of  Sambuca,  and  before  them 
rose  the  lofty  hill  which  shelters  Sdacca 
dn  the  north.  As  they  approached  his  na- 
tive home,  the  thoughts  of  Federico  wan- 
dered even  from  Costanza,  and  rested  with 
fond  affection  on  his  family  and  friends : 
bis  frither  he  had  occasionally  seen  in  Pa- 
lermo, since  his  absence  from  his  patenial 
castle;  but  his  mother  he  had  not  seen  for 
scHne  few  years,  and  on  meeting  with  her, 
his  &ncy  now  dwelt  with  rapture  and  de* 

68 
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light ;  the  junior  branches  of  his  &mily 
were  all  so  mudii  inferior  to  him  in  age, 
that  he  rememl^red  them  merely  as  in- 
&nts,  too  young  to  engross  much  atten- 
tion from  a  boy. 

But  amongst  tiie  friends  of  his  early 
days,  his  kinsman,  don  Paolo  FeroUo,  stood 
high  in  his  remembrance  and  affecti(m; 
anxiously  did  he  hope  to  hear  that  Solan- 
tp  was  arrived,  and  that  no  bar  was  placed 
to  an  immediate  introduction  taking  place 
between  the  two  families ;  the  old  friend- 
ship would  be  renewed  between  the  ladies ; 
his  father  and  the  baron,  he  thought,  had 
probably  met  in  early  life,  Solanto  having 
long  held  high  military  commands  under 
his  Imperial  master,  and  don  Giaoomo 
being  well  acquainted  with  most  of  the 
leading  men  in  Charles's  court :  with  the 
baron  Pandolfina  he  knew  it  was  impossi* 
ble  not  to  be  captivated ;  his  highly-polish- 
ed  manners,  the  joyous  cheerfulness,  and 
the  boundless  liberality  of  his  nature^  were 
irresistible  attractions,  which  drew  the 
hearts  of  all  men  towards  him ;  and  Fede- 
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•      •  •  • 

rico  hesitated  not  to  believe  that  the  two 
families  would  be  utiited  in  the  strictest 
intimac^y.  Indulging  in  reveries  of  happi- 
ness, the  journey  wore  away,  and  they  ar- 
rived on  the  summit  of  a  small  hill,  from 
whence  the  town  of  Sciacea  appeared  in 
all  its  magnificehce  before  them ;  at  that 
time  the  residence  of  numerous  barons^ 
and  other  illustrious  and  wealthy  families, 
it  yielded  to  few  cities  of  the  island  either 
in  beauty  or  splendour. 

Seated  on  a  lofly  eminence,  whose  base 
is  washed  by  the  waves  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, seaward  the  place  commands  a 
boundless  view  over  the  ocean ;  a  stupen- 
dous mountain  forms  a  barrier  to  the  north, 
proudly  overhanging  the  walls  and  towers 
of  the  city,  but  at  such  a  distance  as  to 
afibrd  no  advantage  to  a  besieging  enemy. 
Within  the  walls,  the  towers  and  turrets 
of  the^prihcipal  castles  of  Luna  and  Pe- 
rdllo  seemed  to  frown  defiance  to  an  in- 
vading foe ;  whilst  the  spires  and  steeples 
d£  the  numerous  convents  and  churches, 
with  the  more  modern  palaces  of  the  other 
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nobles,  blended  with  the  intervening  foli- 
age of  groves  and  garden^^  gave  to  the 
whole  an  air  of  gay  and  cheerful  greatness, 
elegance,  and  wealth.  Federico,  with  si- 
lent exultation,  looked  at  Gaetano,  and 
pointed  to  the  sc^ie ;  Costanza,  who  had 
at  the  instant  put  back  the  curtains  of  the 
litter,  pmiled  to«see  his  transports,  and  he 
thought  he  had  t91  then  been  blind  to  half 
her  beau^jies. 

At  the  bottom  of  tbe  bill,  the  party 
crossed  a  soiall  fkumBn,w  mpuntain  stream, 
BX\d  ascended  the  (^poaite  steep,  Perolk) 
thought,  with  most  provoking  tardiness ; 
and  when  at  length  they  entered  the  gate* 
way  of  the  city,  his  heart  heat  quickly 
with  joyful  anticipation;  and  in  passing 
through  the  streets  to  the  Castel  di  Luna, 
every  well-remembered  object  returned 
with  vivid  force  upon  his  mind,  and  with 
redoubled  claims  on  his  admiration ;  in  the 
exuberance  of  his.feeUngs,  he  could  have 
greeted  as  an  old  friend  don  Sigismund 
himself ;  and  never  did  his  bosom  so  over* 
flow  with  love  and  kindness  to  every  hu« 
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man  being»  as  when  now  riding  down  the 
principal  streets  of  Sciacca,  after  an  ab- 
sence, whidi,  though  of  no  great  duration^ 
was  in  his  life  a  most  eventful  period. 

In  a  short  time  the  travellers  arrived 
before  the  andent  abode  of  the  illustrious 
house  of  Luna  and  Peralta,  the  old  and 
inveterate  foes  of  Federioo  and  his  rac^ 
the  friends  and  allies  of  Costanza  di  So^* 
lanto  and  her  family.  Over  the  princi^ 
pal  entrance,  which  was  cheerless  and 
gloomy,  heavily  waved  the  banner  of  the 
counts  of  Luna,  and  a  few  centinels  upon 
the  battlements  above  were  the  only  signs 
of  life  about  the  building.  The  porter 
was  some  time  before  he  obeyed  the  sum- 
mons,  and  gave  the  future  inmates  c£  the 
castle  sufficient  opportunity  to  conteiii- 
plate  the  dark  and  unprepossessing  exte- 
rior of  the  man^on. 

To  the  inquiry,  if  the  baron  Solanto  wis 
arrived,  a  negative  was  giveji,  which  ha^ 
nished  the  hue  from  CostanzaV  cheeks, 
and  seemed  to  overpower,  the  baroness 

and  alarm^-H-^  lis  count  Luna 
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in  the  castle  ?"  she  asked,  in  a  tremulous 
voice. 

Some  person  of  more  importance  now 
came  out,  and  requested  to  know  if  the 
baroness  Solan  to  was  the  inquirer;  stating, 
when  he  had  received  the  reply,  that  count 
Luna  had  received  the  courier  from  her 
excellenza,  and  anxiously  expected  their 
arrival,  but  that  important  business  had 
called  him  for  some  hours  from  Sciacca ; 
oh  his  return  he  hoped  to  find  both  the 
baron  and  his  family  inmates  of  the  castle, 
and  that  during  his  absence  the  countess, 
his  mother,  would  be  hcmoured  by  shew- 
ing them  every  hospitality  it  could  afibrd. 

The  baroness  remained  silent  an  instant 
— ."  But  for  the  late  tremendous  storm,  I 
should  not  feel  so  alarmed,"  she  said,  *^  at 
the  absetace  of  my  lord.'* 

Gaetano  was  near,  and  feeling  for  her 
distress,  answered  cheerfully — "  The  wind 
is  'so  fair,  that  a  few  hours  will  probably 
biing  the  baron's  vessel  into  port ;  though 
the  late  gales,  from  which  no  danger  I 
think  need  be  apprehended,may  have  made 


it  prudent  to  keep  at  a  distance  from  the 
coast  during  their  continuance.** 

*•  My  mother,  1  am  sure  **  began 
Federico. 

**  No,**  interrupted  the  baroness,  **  I 
will  not  trespass  on  heir  kindness ;  I  do 
not  see  that  I  could,  even  if  I  were  so  in- 
clined. We  will  havfe  the  honour,**  she 
said,  addressing  the  messenger  of  the  couii- 
tess,  •*  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  hbspitalitjr 
of  count  Luna,  and  pay  our  respects  to  hi» 
lady  mother.** 

Fedepco  shewed  in  his  countenance  the 
disappointment  which  he  felt. 

"  For  a  time,  my  kind  young  friends,** 
said  the  baroness,  "  accept  my  grateful 
adieus;  the  earliest  oppwtunity  I  shall 
most  anxiously  seek  to  see  your  mother, 
signcHT  PeroUo,  and  beg  that,  in  the  mean- 
while, you  will  present  to  her  my  kind  re^ 
membrances:  the  baron  Solanto,  whose 
arrival  I  hope  will  not  be  long  delayed, 
will,  I  am  sure,  be  uneasy  till  he  has  ex- 
pressed his  thanks  for  those  attentions,  of 
which  I  shall  long  feel  the  value.** 
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The  cayaliers  then  kissed  her  hand,  and 
Federico,  a9  if  to  defer  tber  separation  for 
an  instant,  requested^  that  if  any  arrange- 
ment could  be  made  to  facilitate  the  land- 
ing of  the  baron,  she  would  oblige  him 
with  her  wishes  and  commands ;  his  father 
being  admiral  of  the  adjae^t  seas,  and 
Qommander  of  the  port  galleys,  might,  he 
said,  be  able  to  render  him  some  attention, 
and  would  feel  most  happy  in  being  called 
on  to  do  so. 

Again  the  baroness  repeated  her  thanks, 
but  said,  that  she  did  not  apprehend  there 
epuld  be  any  occasion  to  call  upon  the 
baron  Pandolfina  for  an  exertion  of  his  in^ 
fluence ;  if  such  however  was  the  case,  she 
promised  they  would  cheerfully  accept  his 
Qffer.  The  lady  Costanza  looked  gi^teful 
for  this  additional  attention;  and  once  more 
bidding  them  adieu,  the  litter  was  borne 
within  the  castle  gates.  The  friends  having 
seen  it  witliici  the  walls,  Federico  gave  his 
horse  the  spur,  and  they  set  off  with  velo- 
dty  for  the  neighbouring  towers  of  his  pa- 
ternal residence. 
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• '  As  the  litter  passed  under  the  lofty 
portal  of  the  Castel  di  Luna,  the  heart  of 
Costanza  felt  sad  and  oppressed ;  her  mo* 
ther's  pallid  countenance  shewed  that  her 
recent  disappointment  weighed  heavily 
upon  her  spirits^  and  made  her  languid  and 
unwell ;  the  surrounding  objects  were  but 
little  calculated  to  give  either  cheerfulness 
or  comfort  to  the  travellers;  and  when  she 
looked  round  the  courts  of  the  castle,  an 
involuntary  sigh  escaped  from  her,  who 
considered  herself  as  doomed  to  be  its  fu- 
ture mistress,  for  such  was  the  present  des« 
tiny  of  Costanza  di  Solanto. 

By  the  first  impression  she  had  received 
from  the  appearance  of  the  city  of  Sciacca^ 
she  had  formed  other  ideas  and  a  higher 
opinion  oi  the  abode  of  count  Luna ;  it 
was  true,  it  had  all  the  gnmdeur  of  Gothic 
magnificence,  but  it  was  peculiarly  dark 
and  dreary ;  the  palaces  in  the  towh,  which 
she  had  observed  in  passing  through  to  the 
castle,  had  most  of  them  been  erected  by 
wealthy  nobles,  whose  patents  of  nobility 
could  vie  in  antiquity  neither  with  the 


i 


132  .     THE  FEUDS  OF 

honours  of  Luna  nor  Ferollo ;  these  build- 
ings were  all  in  the  modem  and  lighter 
style  of  architecture,  which  began  to  arise 
with  the  re^establishment  of  its  sister  arts 
after  the  slumber  of  ages.  Don  Sigis- 
mund  however  had  neither  the  taste  nor 
the  inclinatioid  to  enliven  the  abode  of  his 
forefathers  by  modem  innovations ;  even 
the  dress  of  the  domestics^  though  hand- 
some, was  obsolete ;  and  their  appearance, 
either  from  the  tone  of  mind  which  cir- 
cumstances had  given  to  the  newly-arrived 
guests,  or  from  their  having  imbibed  the 
disposition  and  habits  of  their  superiors, 
was  sombre  and  repulsive. 

The  dark  hall  into  which  they  first  en- 
tered was  hung  with  the  arms  and  banners 
of  the  iUustrious  ancestors  of  the  counts, 
di  Luna,  which  appeared  objects  of  pecu- 
liar care  to  the  present  lord;  for  the  spears 
and  swords  gleamed  brightly  from  the 
walls,  the  casques  and  cuirasses  were  un- 
temisbed  by  rust,  and  shewed  that  no  ne- 
glect hail  put  them  by  as  useless  appen- 
dages of  slate,  or  as  relics  of  former  days. 
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The  kdJes  wiew  conducted  from-  the 
hall  up  tW  gkkhd  staircase  to  an  apart- 
ment^  where  in  solemn  stat^  isiat  the  md^ 
ther  of  coiiht  Luna,  wha  was  to  do  the 
honours  of  the  castle  to  the  guests.    Maria* 

di  Litma,  countess  of  Caltabellotta,  was 

.     »     ^     • 

about  sixty  years  of  age,  at  the  time  of  her 
present  introduction  ta  the  baroness*  So^* 
lanto  and  her  daughter,  by  birth  a  menr-- 
her  of  a  younger  branch  of  the  house  of 
Lu^ese,.  and  nbarly  connected  with  the 
family  of  the  reigning  pontiff^  Clemient  the 
Seyenth.  Sciacca,  the  place  of  her  Hrtbi 
wiw  for  many  years'  the  only  part  of  the 
woAd  of  which  she  had  any  idea,  and  the 
pre-emm^t  rank  of  the  house  of  Luna,  in 
her  natire  city,  inade  her  marriage  with 
the  count  Giovanni  the  consummation  of 
her  most  ambitious  hopes.  Arrived  at  this 
height,,  she  considered  it  as  one  of  the  du- 
ties of  her  elevated  staficxv  talook  downf 
with  infinite  Contempt  eir  aft  the  nobility 
of  the  neighbourhood,  who  were  not  con-  ■ 
nected  with  Lima  and  Peralta,  and  as  he^ 
first  obligation  to  her  husband  and  his  fiu 
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mifyf  to  ent^  with  vebemence  into  tbeir 
bereditary  detestation  of  tbePeroUo  laee ;  at 
the  same  time  making  the  aggrandizement 
of  her  son,  don  Sigismund,  a  paramomit 
object^  to  which  every  feeling  was  to  give 
ysLy,  every  niinor  interest  to  be  sacrificed ; 
^d  on  this  principle  she  had  promoted  his 
second  marriage  with  the  wealthy  heiress 
of  Solanto,  whose  Spanish  blood  would 
have  been  an  insurmountable  objet^on» 
but  for  the  power  and  the  riches  which 
auch  a  connexion  would  give  to  the  house 
of  Lima. 

The  countess  was  a  bigot  in  her  religion,, 
intolerant  towards  every  opinion  which 
did  not  originate  with  herself^  or  was  not 
first  submitted  to  the  approbation  of  her 
own  narrow  understanding.  The  charac- 
ter of  Maria  di  Luna  might  have  been  held 
up  as  a  model  of  every  harsh  and  qnami- 
able  quality,  had  not  devotion  to  her  son, 
and  the  interests  of  his  family^  nearly  re- 
sembled the  exceiK  of  maternal  lov^ ;  but 
pride  was  the  basis — pride  the  stimulant 
cf  all  lier  actions.    Don  Sigismund;  never- . 
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theless,  felt  the  v^la^  of  that  sdf-devotkm 
in  fais  mother,  wMdi  would  have  saerifioed 
^ven  her  existence  to  his.gloiy  and  m^yaa^ 
tage. 

Onee»  and  once  only,  she  had  appeared 
in  Palermo  at  the  viceregal  coort,  where 
her  repulsive  and  unamiable  habits  had 
disgusted  every  mdividttil  who  witnessed 
them,  whilst  her  unpofished  manners,  bi«^ 
goted  opini<xis,  and  insuf&rable  pride; 
had  been  sutgects  of  mirth  and  ridicule 
throughout  the  court;  dnd  some  c^  her 
good  natured  friends  having  ventured,  as 
far  as  they  dared,  to  inform  her  of  several 
pieces  of  absurdity  of  which  she  was  the 
object,  she  insisted  upon  immediately  re- 
turning to  Sdaeca,  breathing  vengeance 
against  the  court,  the  viceroy,  and  even 
agaiinst  the  government,  for  the  insults  she 
had  received ;  nor  had  she  ever  after  en- 
dure the  thoughts  of  Palermo,  or  any 
succeeding  representative  of  the  royal  au- 
thotity^  detesting  as  sincerely  the  duca  de 
Montdieone  as  his  predecessor,  who  had 
filled  the  viceregal  chair  thirty  years  be* 
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fore ;  added  to  this,  h^  hatred  of  eveiy 
thing  Spanish  had  been  ndsed  to  its  high* 
est  ftny,  by  the  dspture  and  imprisonment 
of  Pope  Clement,  with  the  tacit  approba- 
tioh,  if  not  by  the  desire  of  the  emperor : 
the  indignities  the  pontiff  had  received, 
she  felt  with  all  the  keenness  of  family 
connexion,  and  all  the  bigotry  of  a  devoted 
Catholic ;  and  so  inflamed  had  her  spirit 
become  upon  this  subject,  so  violent  wag 
her  irritation,  that  could  her  influence  or 
her  exhortations  have  roused  her  country- 
men to  a  r^etition  of  the  Sidlian  vespers, 
probaUy,  with  the  sole  exception  of  count 
Luna's  destined  bride,  not  a  living  soul,, 
who  drew  even  from  a  distant  source  their 
origin  from  Spain,  would  have  breathed 
another  day  upon  the  island. 

Hence  too  arose  her  hatred  to  the  ba- 
roness Pandolfina,  and  the  ardour  with 
which  she  followed  up  the  engagement  of 
her  son  with  the  countess  Lucretia,  niece 
to  her  rda^n  Clement  the  Seventh.  Such 
was  the  character  of  the  countess,  a  com» 
pound  of  pride^  hatred^  and  unfeeling  in- 
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science,  uhsoftened  b]r  aiiy  virtues,  or  any 
tender  feelings^  save  those  towards  her  son. 

•  ■      > 

Her  person  was  equally  repulsive,  tall  and 
inelegant^  stiff' arid-  tinbending ;  the  dig^ 
nity  she  tttteiiq)ted  to  assume  appeared 
like  ill  humour,  land  when  she  af!feeted  to 
be  affable,  her  manners  descended  to  coars^ 
familiarity.      ;.    ' 

It  was  In  Vidn'that  she  attempted  to 
dress  her  harsh  stem  ftiatures  in  smiles  of 
welcome  to  'th6  Ibardht^sis  and  Costarizfk; 
the  former,  fatigued  by  tte  journey;  stnd 
disappcmited  at  the  absence  of  th6  bar<m, 
was  too  weak  and  low  to  take  an  attentit^ 
surv^ofher  hostess;  but  the  latter,  though 
anxiously  distressed  at  her  mother^s  suffer- 
ings, gazed  with  mixed  feelings  of  ridicule 
and  disgust  at  the  kwkward  figure  and  an* 
tiquated  dress  of  her  future  mother-in-Jaw. 
A  dosely.fittedrobeof  black,  ^th  a  broad 
stripe  of  gold,  embroidered  from  the  bo- 
som to  the  feet,  shewed  off  her  ^unt  and 
meagre  length  of  body,  whilst  most  enor*- 
mous  hanging  sleeves  added  to  her  grace- 
less  motions  and  appearance;    the  bard 
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^ngle  faaiF,  all  waa  tigja^y  combed  baek 
benrath  a  higb-^pointed  oap^}.  a^d  a  ej^priB 
5reUr  of  enormous  leiigtb^  ^gp^d^ng  from 
the  baid^  (^  it,^  hung  from  her  ahouJfders  m 
folds,  which  were  any  thuig;]l^,bfCK»iik^ 
on  such  a  fbrau . 

Advandng  a  few  steps  to  mec^  her 
guests,  she  sUgJitly  uxdipc^- h^r  head,,  and 
atood  as  if  awaiting  some  humble  aelunQW- 
ledgmentforthu^prodigio)^()hoaour.  The 
b^oness  and  CoHtanza.r^qniing  the  slight 
j^ute,  lis^Q^  fw  the  welooine ;  of  th^ir 
hostess—-^'  Don  Sigisipsund  di  Luna»''  slve 
began,  '*  will  much  regret  that  his  absence 
from  Sdacca  for  a  few  hours,  has  prevent- 
ed him  from  paying  1;o  the  baroness  So* 
lanto  thp^  honours  and  attentions  which 
are  due  to  all  those  with  whom  he  feels 
himself  connected.  In  his  absence,  Tbeg 
to  offer  my  assurances^  of  respect  and  affec^ 
tion  to  bis  afSaneed  bride,  and  to  com- 
mand every  hospitality  this  castle  affords 
to  be  pkqed  at  her  service  and>  disposal." 

i>>s^nza  crimsoned  at  the  neglect  thuii 
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tiered  to  her  mother,  and  felt  indlned  tp 
reply  to  the  pompous  absurdity  with 
something  tike  petulance ;  but  the  baron- 
ess»  meekly  addressing  herself  to.  the  lady^ 
sidd^  that  h^  weak  health,  and  the  absence 
of  the  baron,  had  rendered  her.  so  unfit  fior 
society,  that  it  was  perhaps  better  for  hesr 
to  be  spared  an  iatrodtiction  tp  don  Sigis^ 
inund,  uDtil  mwe  fitted  foi^  oQQtv^totiQn ; 
and  that  she  would  sp  far  tre8|)ia8$  on  the 
courtesy  of  the  oountesfi^  as  to  beg  perini^^ 
sion  to  withd^w  with  Costanzit,  and  hy  a 
isl^ht  repose  to  reeover  her  strengtli  wA 
spirits. 

The  lady  c^  the  mansion  turning  to  Imt 
attendants,  directed  thechambarlain  tq be 
summoned,  and  without  ootieing  the,  il^ 
ness  of  her  motl^er,  proceeded  to  inf)>nn 
Costanam  of  the  cause  of  dcHi  Bigismiind*^ 
absencc-r'^  The  son  and  heir  of  Giacoma 
FeroUo,  finished,  no  doubt,  by  his  educa*> 
cation  in  all  the  prQEfliga<^  Of  Palermo,  is 
expected  to-day  in  Sc^aoca ;  and  to  civoid 
the  disgusting  ^:s^esses  which  will  doubt* 
less  be:  granted  to  all  their  Ucentious  ban* 
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datti,  my  son  ifiT^^ode  oret  to 
to-morrow.'* 

-  •*  The  absence  of  count  Lnna,**  teplied 
Co8tanza»  **  can  be  of  no  material  import, 
and  requires  tiO  apologies ;  had  he  been  in 
Sdacca  to  recJeive  my  mother  oh  her  arri- 
val/ his  gallantry  might  have  be^i  some 
deviation  to  'her  disappoidtinent;^  and  the 
arrival  of  don  Fcfderico  Peroflo  would  hav6 
been  a  subject,  I  trusty  of  pleaaire  to  him> 
as  ftom  dur  providential  meeting  with  that 
gentleman  and  his  fiiend^  the  sigrior  Pig- 
natelli,  my  mother  and  myself  may  attri^ 
bute  our  existence  now;  and  their  subset 
qtient  attentibns  and  kindness  to  her  will 
notr  I  trust,  be  easily  f(M*gotten  by  any 
who  are  interested  in  bur  welfare.'* 

The  countess  gazed  at  Costanza,  as  if 
sbe  could  not  exactly  comprehend  what 
was  intended,  or  had  not  heard  aright— 
'*  Destruction  light  on  all  PeroUo's  house!** 
she  excbumed,  with  the  mo$t  malignant 
pasdons  marked  on  her  countenance ;  and 
after  a  short  pause,  in  which  she  seemed 
oratending  with  the  most  violent  emo- 
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tikms,  added-'— ^^  The  dragons  and  ev^ 
chanters^  young  lady^  from  wbich  you 
have  been  rescued^  I  doubt  not,  were  Taked' 
by  the  same  power  which  overthrew  tbbm. 
This  is  a  fresh  insult  to  the  house  of 
LiUna!"  ^  '* 

The  barcHiess  raised  her  head  in  atiiaze^ 
ment;  but  perceiving  Costanza  about  to- 
rqply,  she  said — ^*  It  was  from  the  dangeM^ 
of  an  accident  during  the  late  tempest,  that 
don  Federioo  and  his  friend  delivered  us¥ 
great  indeed  is  the  obligation  we  received; 
We  will  now,  by  your  permission,  signora^ 
withdraw  to  our  apartment,**  she  added, 
wishing  to  stop  all  further  discussion  on' 
the  subject.  Their  hostess  appeared  un- 
able to  articulate,  and  bowing  her  head, 
the  ladies  returned  her  salutation,  and,' 
preceded  by  the  attendant,  withdrew. 

They  were  conducted  through  a  long" 
gallery  to  a  large  and  uncomfortable  suite' 
of  chambers,  furnished  with  splendid  but 
antique  magnificence  As  they  passed  froiq 
the  room  in  which  they  had  been  received^ 


the  voice  of  dim  Sigi/Htlufid's  Aiother,  rdis- 
^  to  the  bigbeat  pitch  #f  discordant  fury» 
A>unded  in  their  %8r8»  but  rendered  per- 
fectly umdteUigiU^  by  pasmon.  When 
tbey  badi  reached  tbdr  a|>artment,  the  ba- 
roness, overcome  by  fatigue  and  anxiety^ 
became  so  much  indisposed,  that  she  de- 
aredto  be  placed  immediittdy  on  a  couch ; 
and  ordering  one  of  her  attendants  to  re- 
pair to  the  Marind,  dnd  |Mnoourethe  eailiest 
formation  of  any  vess^lwhich  might  ap^ 
piear  in  sight,  she  sunk  into  a  state  of  le- 
thargic silence. 

.  Costanza,  seated  by  her  side,  and  no 
Ipnger  called  into  active  exertion,  gave 
way  tp  the  mingled  feelings  of  disgust  and 
indignation  at  the  conduct  of  her  future 
mother-in-law;  disappointment  at  not 
finding  her  father  arrived,  and  the  weak- 
ness and  indisposition  of  her  mother,  anti- 
cipating, with  some  little  dislike,  the  re* 
t^rn  of  don  Sigismund,  and  remembering, 
perhaps  with  regret,  the  cheerfulness  and 
attention  of  their  late  fellow-travellers,  she 
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sat  silently  weeping,  till  an  attendant  en- 
tered to  announce  the  time  of  the  coun- 
tess's evening  repast. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


Blest  be  the  gracious  Pow'r,  who  gave  my  age 

To  boast  a  son  like  thee !  Hannah  Mobs. 


With  difficulty  Gaetano  kept  pace  with 
his  friend's  impatient  speed  through  the 
narrow  windings  of  the  streets  by  which 
they  passed  to  the  Casa  di  PeroUo :  the 
drawbridge  was  down,  the  castle-gates 
thrown  open,  and  in  the  space  before  thent, 
a  multitude  of  vassals  and  dependants  were 
collected,  apparently  waiting  the  expected 
arrival  of  the  heir  of  Fandolfina. 

Federico  halted  for  an  instant,  and  look- 
ing kindly  and  affectionately  round  him, 
returned  their  salutation ;  and  then,  amidst 
the  noisy  gratulations  of  the  crowd,  and  the 
thunder  of  the  castle  artillery,  rode  into  the 
inner  court:  he  might  have  recognized 
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many  a  familiar  face,  but  his  impatience  was 
so  unbounded,  that  he  knew  not  of  whom 
he  inquired  wiiere  to  find  his  mother  and 
the  baron.  He  scarcely  heard  or  waited 
for  an  answer,  but  seizing  the  arm  of  Gae* 
tano,  hurried  him  impetuously  into  the 
great  hall,  where  they  were  met  by  don 
Giacomo,  who,  affectionately  embradpg 
them  both,  said — "  Welcome,  even  as  Fe- 
derico  himself,  is  every  Pignatelli  here." 

"  Where  is  my  mother  ?"  asked  his  son. 

The  baron  smiled  at  his  vehemence ; 
and  Federico,  turning  round,  saw  descend- 
ing the  grand  staircase  to  the  hall,  the  ob- 
ject of  his  inquiry,  and  in  an  instant  was 
in  the  amis  of  the  baroness  herself.—"  A 
most  ceremonious  introduction  this,  don 
Gaetano,"  said  the  baron,  with  a  smile ; 
"  your  friend  seems  inclined  to  leave  you 
to  introduce  yourself,  whilst  he  is  indul- 
ging the  exuberance  of  his  joy." 

His  impatience,"  answered  Pignatelli^ 

has  hurried  me  along  at  such  a  rate  since 
we  approached  the  castle,  that  he  has,  I. 
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suppose,  left  me,  in   charity,   to  reoover 
myself  in  the  hands  of  yoiir  exoellewza.'' 

♦<  Well  then  I  must  be  your  hemld,^ 
88^  Fandolfina,  leading  him  towards  the 
stairs,  which  the  burcmess  was  descene^g. 

Gaetano  thought  he  had  seldom  seen  99 
attractive  a  figure,  or  one  in  which  digni^ 
ty  and  grace  were  so  eqmlly  blended :  her 
height  w€is  not  above  the  middle  standard ; 
the  symmetry  of  her  form,  rounded  by 
naaturity,  seemed  to  him  a  model  of  ma- 
trofily  beauty ;  and  the  conscious  rank  of 
the  hi^-bom  Caslitian  gave  an  air  of 
ipajesty  and  courtly  elegance  to  her  car^ 
riage.  which  might  have  graced  the  Impe- 
rial  throne  of  Charks  himself.  Her  fea- 
tures  were  not  perhaps  strictly  beautiftil, 
but  diaracteristic  of  all  the  milder  virtues 
which  the  meeting  with  her  son  had  etdlied 
forth.  No  violent  passion  had  shed  a 
wrinkle  on  her  brow;  no  air  of  insofent 
vulgarity  disturbed  the  serene  dignity  of 
her  oountenance ;  and  the  fascinating  smile 
witli  which  she  extended  her  hand  to  the 
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of  Federico,  welcomed  him  with  all 
the  warmth  of  long  aequaintanca 

''  I  know  not  whether  PignatdU  at 
mjrself,"  said  don  Giaeomo,  turning  to  kit 
son,  **  have  most  right  to  complain  of  thd 
treatment  we  reorive." 

"Forgive  me,  my  father,  for  her  idit 
who  made  me  thus  forgetful." 

"  You  need  not  plead  in  any  other  mum 
than  your  own  at  such  a  time  as  this,  i 
trust,"  smd  the  baroness,  after  having  wel- 
comed Gaetano  to  the  castle. 

•*  To  say  the  truth,"  said  the  barcB^ 
looking  with  manifest  delight  at  Federiqo^i 
figure,  so  altered  and  improved  since  he 
had  seen  him  last,  "  the  boy  must  be  fbf^ 
given  for  every  thing  but  making  me  so 
evidently  belong  to  the  descending  gene- 
mtion—fais  appearance  must  have  added 
twenty  years  to  my  age  already." 

**  C^iainly  not  in  your  looks,"  replied 
the  baroness ;  "  nor  does  the  aocession  ti 
years  seem  to  damp  the  joy  which  his  ar- 
rival brings." 

H  2 
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The  hall  now  began  to  fill  with  the  re- 
tainers and  vassals  of  Perollo,  assembled 
to  congratulate  the  return  of  their  future 
lord. — "  Andrea!"  exclaimed  Federico,  tak- 
ing  the  hand  of  a  grey-headed  old  man, 
whom  he  had  distinguished  among  the 
crowd. 

"  The  Holy  Virgin  bless  your  excellen- 
za  for  your  kind  remembrance !"  said  the 
old  man,  stooping  to  kiss  his  knees. 

As  Federico  stopped  him,  he  said — 
"  Believe  me,  Andrea,  time  has  not  worn 
out  the  memory  of  any  of  my  old  friends, 
much  less  of  one  like  you,  whose  recollec- 
tion must  return  with  every  thought  of 
my  boyish  sports.*' 

"  Four  generations  of  your  house  have 
I  known,"  Andrea  answered,  "  and  each 
successive  one  has  called  up  new  and 
stronger  ties  of  duty  in  my  heart."  He 
gazed  on  Federico  till  blinded  by  his 
tears — "  I  had  not  hoped,"  he  said,  "  to  live 
to  see  the  son  of  don  Giacomo  all  that  my 
fondest  wishes  could  conceive." 

Federico  then  led  his  mother  to  the 
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apartment  she  had  quitted,  when  the  sig- 
nal of  his  approach  had  been  sounded  from 
the  battlements;  the  baron,  engaged  in 
inquiries  of  Gaetano  relating  to  his  uncle's 
welfare,  followed  them :  the  younger 
children,'  two  daughters  and  a  son,  the  el- 
dest of  whom  was  ten  years  junior  to  Fede- 
rico,  were  now  greeted  with  fond  affection 
by  their  hitfierto  unknown,  but  anxiously 
expected  brother.  The  baron  continued 
for  a  few  minutes  in  conversation  with 
Pignatelli,  whilst  his  family  were  induL. 
ging  their  first  feelings  of  delight  at  meet^ 
ing.  The  castle  echoed  with  tumultous 
sounds  of  joy,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  was  passed  by  the  whole  party 
in  a.  state  of  happiness  which  knew  no 
bounds  and  no  alloy.  All  discussion  of 
the  events  in  Sciacca  was  forgotten,  in  the 
desire  of  the  baron  to  be  informed  of  the 
public  affairs  in  Palermo,  and  the  anxiety 
of  the  baroness  to  learn  every  particular  of 
the  future  prospects  of  her  son. 

The  circumstances  of  their  journey  were 
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lightly  passed  over,  and  although  Federieo 
ardently  wished  to  talk  with  his  nxither 
on  the  subject  of  Costanza  and  her  fiMniiy, 
yet  he  could  not  begin  the  conyersatioii» 
which  Gaetano  carefully  avoided ;  and  the 
expected  campaign  in  the  Milanese  was 
crf^too  much  public  interest  to  Pandolfina, 
and  too  much  private  concern  to  the  hsao^ 
ness,  as  connected  with  her  Federieo,  not 
to  be  an  inexhaustible  topic. — *'  To-mor* 
row,"  said  his  father,  "  we  shall  introdiN^ 
you  to  the  fnends  and  adherents  of  our 
house,  and  welcome  Fignatelli,  as  worthily 
as  drcumstances  will  admit :  Sciacca  can* 
not  afford  many  means  of  amusement,  but 
we  shall  endeavour  to  avail  ourselves  of  all 
that  can  be  found,  both  within  and  with* 
out  the  castle  walls  :  one  of  our  great  fes- 
tivals is  at  hand,  which  will  at  least  enliven 
the  city  for  a  time.** 

**  I  have  no  fears,"  replied  Gaetano, 
•*  that  in  such  society  my  hours  will  pass 
heavily,  or  that  our  summons  to  Messina 
will  not  come  too  soon  to  call  us  from 
your  excellenza*s  hospitality." 
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At*  late  hbut  the  baroness  H^tiifedy  and 
the  paity  isqparated  for  the  h^hL 

Early  on  the  ensuing  mornings  FederiiCD 
sent  Baptista  to  the  Marino,  to  heat  if  aHy 
Vessel  bad  ent^ared  the  port,  by  which  tbe 
baion  Solanto  could  have  Arrived  duriikg 
the  n^ht  i  but  his  inquiries  were  answer- 
ed in  the  negative ;  and  his  master  wsis 
Qtaipdled  to  wait,  without  a  hope  o£  see^ 
ing  th^  ladies^  till  Luna  Castle  was  nb 
longer  tbeiir  abode. 

The  early  part  of  the  day  was  spent  hy 
the  young  men  in  the  inspection  of  the 
etetle;  part  of  this  venerable  pile  had 
be^i  Gcmstructed  in  the  earliest  days  of  thfe 
Norman  dominion  in  Sicily.  Rogiero  6e 
Haute  ville  had  erected  the  original  for- 
tress, and  Uie  pointed  arches  of  the  keep 
shewed  the  architecture  of  those  days ;  by 
him  it  was  granted  to  his  daughter  Gilletta, 
and  confirmed  to  her  and  her  descendants^ 
by  her  brother,  king  Bx>giero^  the  first 
sovereign  of  his  illustrious  line.  From 
Gilletta  the  castle  bad  passed  to  her  son, 
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Gilberto  PeroUo,  with  all  her  possessions 
in  Sciacca  and  its  vicinity ;  and  the  royal 
chapel  in  the  Carmelite  convent,  where 
•the  ashes  of  the  Perollo  race  were  deposit- 
ed, and  their  armorial  ensigns  displayed, 
•diewed  their  high  descent  from  the  house 
of  Hauteville,  and  the  victorious  counts  of 
Apuglia.  The  succeeding  lords  of  the 
castle  had  added  to  its  size  and  strength ; 
but  the  taste  and  munificence  of  don  Gia- 
como,  the  present  chieftain,  had  done  more 
for  its  elegance,  grandeur,  and  solidity, 
than  many  preceding  ages. 

The  state  apartments  had  been  rebuilt, 
in  all  the  florid  beauty  of  the  Gothic  style, 
which,  though  declining  before  the  Roman 
and  Greek,  was  preferred  by  the  baron*s 
taste,  as  more  accordant  with  the  ancient 
buildings.  He  had  also  added  to  the 
strength  of  the  outer  bulwarks,  and  seven 
pieces  of  artillery  had  been  placed  on  the 
most  commanding  parts  of  the  battlements 

The  grand  entrance  towards  the  city 
was  surmounted  by  a  ponderous  and  lofty 
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tower,  from  which  the  banners  of  the  fa- 
mily, brilliant  with  the  various  quartering 
of  their  arms,  were  proudly  displayed. 
The  north  side  of  the  castle  was  defended 
by  its  high  and  massy  walls ;  and  on  the 
east  it  joined  the  city,  and  an  ancient 
gateway  gave  the  inhabitants  egress  and 
ingress  to  the  town  at  all  times ;  nor  since 
the  viceroyalty  of  prince  Gilberto  had  the 
captain  of  the  city-guard,  or  any  officer  of 
government,  ever  interfered  with  this  privi- 
lege.  On  the  south  side  of  thefortress,  which, 
faced  the  sea,  several  of  the  junior  bran- 
ches of  the  family  had  erected  their  man- 
sions, under  the  protection  of  their  chief- 
tain's walls :  some  of  them  communicated 
with  the  interior  of  the  castle. 

Federico  pointed  them  all  out  to  his  friend 
— **  And  there,"  he  said,  as  turning  round 
the  south-west  corner,  another  building 
appeared  below ;  "  there  dwells  my  re- 
spected cousin,  Paolo  PeroUo ;  of  all  the 
members  of  our  house,  the  first  in  valour, 
gentleness,  and  honour." 

Don  Giacomo  now  called  their  atten- 

h3 
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tion  to  a  new  and  s^dendidgatewaf  he  bad 
bmlt,  etictofting  iirotn  the  dty  all  the  iw- 
dmces  bf  his  kinsmen,  whieh^  with  the 
AoTch  emd  gate  of  St  Fietro,  formedl  a 
harrier  towards  the  town  on  the  weak. 
The  site  of  the  building  itself  was  chosen 
with  skill  and  judgment,  both  for  tatte 
and  beauty ;  and  the  fibrid  omanienta  of 
th^  iK^w,  with  the  judicious  improTement 
of  the  old^  gave  to  the  whole  an  appeor- 
allce  of  comfort,  as  well  as  grandein*,  far 
^lifik^nt  from  the  gloom  of  castellated  mmu 
skM  of  the  earlier  ages ;  and  the  nume- 
rous domestic  servants  and  retainers  which 
filled  the  courts,  added  not  a  little  to  the 
ai^  of  cheerfulness  which  pervaded  the 
whole  scene. 

As  Federico  passed  along,  he  was  oft  all 
AdeA  greeted  with  the  most  affectionate 
homage  and  attention;  and  the  vasscds 
seemed  more  attached  to  their  lord  by  pe^- 
licmal  regard  than  by  interest  or  custom. 

In  the  armoury  of  the  castle  we»  hung 
the  trophies  of  "  many  a  weft-fought  field," 
tijte  tdUca  of  SiMeenic  «fid  oiiMlid  Wetories. 


""  Each  of  these/'  Mid  Rgnatelli  to  his 
friend^  ^  I  doubt  not  but  old  Andfea 
oi>idd  illustrate,  by  a  gallant  tale  of  the  via- 
loilr  of  some  braye  PeroUo,  even  from 
eoimt  Rogtero  to  the  present  day ;  but,  I 
confessy  the  history  I  am  m«t  anxious  to 
be  acquainted  with,  is  that  of  the  hatred 
towards  the  house  o(  Luna,  which  s^ems 
to  perrade  almost  all  your  race." 

"  Some  othef"  time,"  replied  Federico, 
**  you  shall  hear  the  rise  and  progress  of 
the  feud,  which  does  not  reflect  much  cre- 
dit upon  either  psurty ;  but  now  I  hope  all 
these  jars  will  quietly  pass  away,  and  only 
be  remembered  amongst  the  tiraditions  of 
the  times  gone  by ;  my  endeavours,  at  least, 
shall  not  be  wanting  to  brhig  all  to  peace 
and  amity." 

**  Your  firther,"  ^id  Pignatelli,  «  seems 
to  have  added  much  to  this  already-splen- 
did ooUection."^ 

"  I  believe,  signor,"  said  «m  oflScer  who 
attended  them  (don  Giacomo  having  been 
triBied  away),  **  that  many  of  these  warlike 
madMbiiM  have  been  invented  by  the  mili^ 
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tary  skill  of  don  Paolo;  and  others  are  pre- 
sents, which  nay  lord's  courtesy  has  well 
entitled  him  to,  from  the  great  liberality  he 
shewstoall  who  come  under  his  knowledge, 
as  captain  of  the  port;  and  I  fear,  notwith- 
standing don  Federieo's  pacific  disposition, 
we  have  by  no  means  seen  the  end  of  our 
hostilities  to  the  bouse  of  Luna." 

"  Are  all  reports  of  vessels  entering 
here  made  to  my  father?" 

"  All,  signor." 

Perollo  thought  of  Costanza  and  her  fa- 
ther, arid  his  impatience  to  converse  with 
his  mother  on  the  subject  of  the  baroness 
greatly  increased. 

Gaetano  avoided  it,  and  when  started 
by  Federico,  changed  it  as  soon  as  possible ; 
at  length,  when  he  retired  to  prepare  "a 
letter  for  his  uncle,  by  the  courier  dispatch- 
ed by  the  baron,  with  answers  to  those  he 
had  received,  Federico  repaired  immediate- 
ly to  the  baroness. 

"I  did  not,"  he  said,  "last  night  deliver 
to  your  excellenza  the  friendly  remem- 
brances with  which  I   was  charged  by 


LUKA  AND  f  EHOLLO.  15T 

your  early  intimate*  donna  Clara  de 
Castro/' 

**  Where  did  you  meet  with  her,  Fede- 
rico?"  '  : 

**  She  has  been  staying  for  some  time 
with  her  friends  at  the  viceregal  palace ; 
she  left  Palermo  unexpectedly  two  days 
after  me,  and  I  met  them  again,  as  Gae- 
tano  and  I  y^ere  approaching  Castel  Ve- 
trano,  and  had  the  happiness  to  be  of  some 
little  service,  and  we  made  the  rest  of  the 
journey  together.*' 

"  Is  she  then  in  Sciacca?" 

"  Yes,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  at  Luna 
Castle." 

"  How  very  unfortunate !  I  do  not 
know  any  one  I  should  be  so  pleased  to  see 
again;  these  broils  are  for  ever  thwarting 
one's  wishes:  what  a  most  uncongenial 
companion  she  will  find  in  the  countess 
Caltabellotta,  if  she  is  as  engagingly  meek 
and  gentle  as  she  was  formerly !" 

"  If  those  were  her  characteristics,  my 
dear  mother,  I  do  not  think  you  will  find 
her  <^anged."    Federico  paused  ihe  had 
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not  yet  mentioiied  Costanza,  to  talk  of 
whom  he  had  most  anxiously  sought  tibk 
ixtoveraation ;  his  mother  seemed  tMnking 
of  the  baroness,  and  he  wished,  yet  knew 
not  how,  to  iAtroducd  the  mention  of  her 
chuighter ;  nor  did  he  know  exactly  wiiat 
it  was  he  had  to  say  about  her. 

It  is  many  yeahi/'  the  baroness  b^in, 

since  Clara  de  Cartro  and  I  parted  at 
Madrid,  nor  had  I  heard  of  b^r  since^  ex- 
cept that  she  was  marrkd,  but  I  knew  not 
to  whom.'* 

'*  She  has  t  daughter  with  hef^"*  at 
kngth  satd  Federico» 

**  Indeed!"  was  all  his  mother's  refdy. 
"  The  baron  Sc^nto,**  she  continued,  "  I 
tlnnk  I  have  heard  your  father  mentifxi  as 
an  officer  high  in  the  Imperial  servioe.** 

^  The  irign(Nra  Costanza  is  most  impa* 
tient  for  her  father^s  arrival,"  said  the  ton, 

^  So  am  I  too,**  answered  bis  mother, 
**  for  then  I  may  perhaps  see  my  old  friend 
«^wbeii  is  he  coming  ?" 

^  He  is  hourly  Expected,  and  then  po^ 
jbibly  they  tmy  have  a  separate  ttnideno^ 
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I  cfi^red  &e  baraness^in  my&khet^snaaiey 
whatever  service  his  situation  could  aSotA 
tiife  bwon  kt  kndingi" 

^  I  hope  they  will  cafi  tor  h»  Attention; 
it  may  be  the  means  of  our  meeting  sooiiet. 
Donna  Ckra  was  more  generally  beloved 
than  afaoQost  any  6ne  I  ever  knew." 

*'  Th^  lady  Costanza's  manners  are  cap* 
tivating  in  the  extreme." 

'*  Is  she  as  mUd  and  conciliating  as  her 
raothtt?" 

**  Why  no,  I  hardly  think  she  is  quite; 
she  seems  more  high-spirited ;  but  she  is 
so  beautiful  and  delightful,  I  am  sure  you 
wfll  admire  her  T 

'*  I  dare  say  I  shall  be  interested  in  her 
fbr  her  mother's  sake:  I  wi^  I  could  see 
donna  Ckm«" 

The  conversation  was  now  interrupted^ 
and  Federico  retired  disappointei]^  but 
could  not  tell  why.  His  mother  knew 
not  Costanza,  and  therefore  could  tiot 
be  expected  to  praise  her;  and  Ase  wastoo 
much  interested  in  the  thought  of  meetii^ 

with  hspold  friend^  te  give  him  Bn^oppor^ 
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tunity  of  enlarging  on  the  merits  of  her 
daughter. 

The  preparations  in  the  castle  for  the 
fete  had  been  most  sumptuous ;  the  bat- 
tlements were  lined  with  soldiers,  the  do- 
mestics in  their  state  liveries,  and  the  prin- 
cipal  apartments  hung  with  the  richest  te- 
pestry.  The  magnificent  spirit  of  don  Gia- 
como  pervaded  every  part  of  his  establish- 
ment, whilst  his  good  taste  prevented  it 
from  looking  like  an  ostentatious  display 
of  wealth. 

The  marquis  Geraci,  an  old  friend  of  the 
baron,  who  was  staying  in  the  vicinity  of 
Sciacca,  was  among  the  first  who  graced 
the  feast;  a  salvo  shot  from  the  battlements 
announced  his  arrival,  and  he  was  shortly 
followed  by  the  counts  Sambuca  and 
Partanna.  A  numerous  and  brilliant  par- 
ty was  soon  assembled  in  the  grand  saloon, 
to  whom  Fandolfina  introduced  his  son 
and  Gaetano. 

The  delighted  pride  with  which  the  fa- 
ther seemed  to  contemplate  his  Federico's 
mwners  and  appearance,  soon  communi- 
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cated  itself  to  his  friends,  and  thfeheir  of 
Pandolfina  was  welcomed  by  them,  with 
a  warmth  arid  cordiality  which  shewed 
the  interest  they  took  in  all  that  concern- 
ed the  head  of  their  illustrious  race.  To 
the  marquis  Geraci,  the  young  Perollo 
and  his  fiiend  were  well  known  in  the 
viceroy's  train  ;  but  by  most  of  the  assetn^ 
bly  the  one  was  scarcely  remembered,  and 
the  other  (an  object  of  less  importance  to 
them)  had  never  been  known, 

"  The  pride  and  satisfaction  which  your 
father  must  experience  at  your  return, 
don  Federioo,"  said  an  elderly  gentleman, 
of  whom  he  had  no  recollection,  **  is 
scarcely  inferior  to  my  joy  at  being  thus 
enabled  to  assure  you  of  my  devotion  and 
esteem." 

Perollo  bowed,  and  was  about  to  reply, 
when  a  voice  behind  hint  answered  the 
person  who  had  spoken.-^-"  Your  esteem, 
signor  del  Nadore,  is  soon  and  easily' ac- 
quired, if  at  this  first  introduction  it  be- 
comes so  fervent  and  devoted.  To  my  at 
fection  f]ederico  may  indeed  assert  a  daim. 
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while  (Ad  attachments  aire  remetnbeNdy 
and  to  my  esteem^  if  the  promiaea  i^ipcMr- 
MAce  gives  shall  be  fulfiHed.** 

"  It  is  don  Paolo  T  exclaimed  his  yootii* 
fill  ldn»nan,  seizing  his  hand,  and  mefaftli^ 
with  a  most  affectionate  embrace* 

The  curiosity  of  Gaetano  had  been  «K^ 
cited  by  the  frequent  mention  his  friend 
had  made  of  the  gallant  cavalier  brfore  him, 
and  he  stood  earnestly  surveying  his  fea- 
tures, person,  and  appearance.  He  bcM 
•a  slight  resemUaAce  to  don  Giaoomo,  but 
looked  younger,  as  Graetano  could  scarcefy 
suppose  him  forty;  his  open  and  manly 
(k)unte»ance  commanded  affection  and  le- 
spect ;  whilst  there  was  a  piercing  intdli^ 
gence  in  his  large  dark  eyes,  which  seetned 
to  read  the  inmost  thoughts ;  his  statare 
was  tall  and  erect,  and  an  air  of  simple  dig- 
nity marked  his  carriage  and  gestures. 
His  dress,  unlike  that  of  the  rest  of  the 
party,  though  composed  of  costly  materials, 
was  entirely  plain  and  unomamented ;  and 
as  he  advanced  to  meet  him,  Pignatelli 
JfaNight  he  must  have  distinguished  him 
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ftom  the  et&wdy  even  hud  his  attention  HM 
Wen  thus  fi^t^ibly  called  towards  bitn. 

•*  Yott  have  been  welcomed  here,  don 
Gaetano,  with  all  the  heart  of  Pandc^finSi 
and  in  Sciaoca  none  can  o^er  more ;  but  if 
the  services  of  an  individual  should  bt 
wsating,  the  friend  of  Federico  may  al- 
ways claim  mine/' 

^  PeioUo  and  I  have  heea  too  long  ac^ 
qoainted,''  answered  Fignatelli,  ^  for  me 
to  be  a  stranger  to  the  value  of  any  offered 
kindness  from  don  Paolo  PeroUo." 

^  The  countess  Sambuca,  and  her  hto* 
ther,  tiiie  baron  Celano,  if  I  remember 
f^t,"*  said  Federico,  as  the  baroness  ap* 
proached  with  a  lady  and  gentleman ;  tiie 
tsdy  greeted  the  young  men  with  many 
eotpressions  of  regard,  and  fixing  her  eyes 
on  Gaetano,  addressed,  to  his  friend  a  mttl<« 
titude  of  questions,  which  fortunately  she 
£d  not  wait  to  have  resolved*  Don  Pacdo 
immediately  retired^  as  if  to  give  the  in* 
undation  way. 

The  baroness  seeing  some  other  persons 
writer  the  salo(»i,  excused  herself  Kud  ad- 
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vanced  to  meet  them.  Federico  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  escape  the  volubility  of 
the  countess  by  attending  to  others.  She 
paused  for  a  moment,  and  he  took  the 
c^portunity  of  introducing  don  Gaetano 
Pignatelli  to  her  notice. 

She  smiled  with  infinite  approbation, 
and  lamented  that  her  endeavours  to  pre- 
vail on  the  count  to  take  her  to  Palermo 
had  been  fruitless;  she  was  overwhelmed 
with  sorrow  and  vexation  at  never  having 
been  presented  to  the  viceroy  and  his  fa- 
mily, and  was  convinced  that  Gaetano*s 
friendship  must  be  the  most  exalted  and 
devoted  passion,  to  bring  him  from  the 
metropolis  to  Sciacca. 

Pignatelli  assured  her  he  had  not  been 
called  on  for  such  a  sacrifice,  having  only 
been  joined  by  Federico  at  Trapani. 

"  Trapani !"  echoed  the  countess ;  "  I 
have  more  than  twenty  dear  and  beloved 
friends  there ;  how  delightful  will  be  the 
news  you  can  communicate  of  them !" 

Gaetano  looked  in  supplicating  horror 
to  Federico,  who  was  engaged  with  x)ther 
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of  his  connexions ;  don  Giaconio  and  the  ba- 
roness were  at  a  distance ;  don  Paolo  kept 
aloof,  and  he  saw  no  means  of  escape. 

**  How  is  my  Antonia  ?"  continued  his 
tormentor;  "you  doubtless  know  the  lovely 
baroness  of  St.  Hippolita  and  her  sister 
Santa  Margarita ;  ages  have  passed  since  I 
was  so  blessed  as  to  behold  them." 

To  no  purpose  her  unwilling  auditor 
began  to  assure  her  he  was  enable  to  satisfy 
her  inquiries ;  she  wanted  no  reply,  and 
was  beginning  to  call  over  other  tender 
friendships,  when  turning  her  head,  she 
saw  the  barone  del  Nadore  bowing  beside 
her ;  he  repeated  his  salutations  profound- 
ly, and  without  ceasing.  The  lady  slight* 
ly  acknowledged  them,  and  continued  her 
persecutions ;  but  the  barone  was  not  to  be 
so  easily  dismissed. — "  Whilst  our  admired 
visitants,"  he  said,  "  aije  thus  receiving 
their  welcome  from  the  lips  of  beauty  and 
grace,  I  may  be  considered  an  intruder ; 
but  my  anxiety  to  be  introduced  to  don 
Gaetano  Pignatelli  must  plead  for  pardon.** 

The  lady  smiled,  and  introduced  him. 
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^  I>>  tell  roe,  signor,"  she  sbH,  ^  oI  dt 
the  marriages  and  engagements  nowon  fost 
in  Trappni.  I  am  so  interested  in  the  de* 
society  there,  that  I  shall  consider  myself 
eternally  obliged  to  you ;  for,  five  yeom 
ago,  the  eount  and  myself  resided  them 
three  weeks,  in  the  palazzo  di  St.  GAutianm 
—who  now  inhabits  it  ?  where  are  the  old 
proprietors?  and  has  it  been  improved 
sbice  we  were  there?" 

^  The  palaazo  has  been  inhabited  by-^*^ 

*'  Indeed !  What  have  been  the  amuae- 
ments,  what  mufflc,  masques,  and  feati^ 
vals?" 

**  Occupied  as  I  have  been,"  said  Pi^ 
natelli,  during  a  moment's  cessation,  ^  itf 
the  tedious  enrolment  of  our  new  levM»  I 
had  but  little  opportunity  of  joining  in 
the  gaieties  of  the  town.'* 

**  Your  services,  signor,"  said  Dd  Nih 
dare,  with  a  low  bow,  ^  will  doubtless  he 
seen  and  acknowledged  by  his  Imperial 
nu^esty,  whose  obligations  to  your  &knufy 
are  infinite ;  and  I  ean  already  antietpade 
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froon  yourself,  tibat  the  Miknese  will  be  a 
fertile  field  of  glory*" 

GUietano  stared  with  astonishment  at 
hift  new  acquaintance. 

**  The  Milanese!"  said  the  countess; 
'*  and  are  you  really  going  to  the  wars  ?«— » 
to  leave  Sicily?     I  am  grieved  beyond 
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The  signor  will  doubtless  return  co- 
vered with  honours,  which  I  am  assured 
he  weQ  deserves,"  rejoined  the  barone,  with 
a  oompUmentary  grin. 

^Qh,  but  to  quit  Palermo!"  saidthelady. 
**  Milan,  I  have  heard,  is  not  very  gay  ;  I 
know  nobody  in  MUan.  Really,  signor, 
if  you  did  but  know  the  trouble  I  have 
ta  persuade  the  count,  my  husband,  to 
come  sometimes  t&  Sdacca." 

<^  Would  he  had  been  inexcnrable  now  !** 
tbosght  Gaetano. 

^  Can  any  one  resist  the  wishes  of  the 
oomtess  Snnbuea?''  said  Del  Nadore. 

Tbe  lady  was  just  going  to  begin  again, 
dkm  Giooomo  approached*  and  in^ 


168  THE  FEUDS  OF 

troduoed  the  count  Sambuca  to  his  guest. 
This  operated  instantaneously  as  a  charm, 
and  she  became  perfectly  silent.  Gaetar 
no,  afler  making  his  compliments  to  the 
count,  took  advantage  of  his  vicinity  to 
escape  to  the  other  side  of  the  room,  whqre 
he  joined  don  Paolo. 

"  You  have  had,  no  doubt,  an  interest- 
ing c^onversation,"  said  the  latter. 

"  To  the  lady  I  hoj)e  it  was  so ;  she 
seems  to  have  a  most  ardent  desire  for  in- 
formation on  every  subject,  but  unwilling 
to  wait  my  tardy  power  of  giving  it. 
Who  is  the  fair  inquirer?'* 

"  A  sister  of  Ferdinando  PeroUo,  baron 
Celano :  her  marriage  with  Sambuca  was 
effected  by  the  intercession  of  Pandolfina, 
who,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  has  gained 
a  most  sincere  and  active  friend,  by  what 
I  think  by  most  men  would  be  considered 
no  very  enviable  gift.  The  count  Sam- 
buca, however,  has  acquired  a  power  over 
the  lady,  which  can  restrain  even  her  lo- 
quacity, whilst  the  powerful  connexions 
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and  splendid^  dorwer  whidi  she  IxKMght, 
have  raked  hift  family  high  amongst  t^: 
iK>blea  of  the  country  J' 

"  And  who,"  asked  PignatciH,  •*  is  tiiat 
most  diaeernkig  personage^  the  batone  del 
Nadorc^ .  who  liaa .  8&  high  aai  affecAioti  *  and^ 
esteem  for  Federico^^and  fwetold  my^deeds 
of  prowess  in  theapproadntig  expedition  ?" 

^  One  of:  the  illustrious:  memto^  of  our 
dtj^  government,  who,  though  a  natural 
adherent  to  count  Lunafs  partyv  has  found 
the  interest  of  Fand<rffina  so  useful^  tbfat 
he  has  availed  himself  of  the  easy  frank- 
1)058  of  his  disposition,  and  contrived  to  be 
considered  among  the  n  umberof  his  firiends 
and  partisa^fr:  but  here,"  he  added,  ^  k  a 
gentleman,  to  whom  I  beg  to  inttoduce 
you^oneof  ti^e  worthiest  and  best  of  our 
citizeii&" 

The  cavalier  GeroniHao  Perrara  now  ad- 
vanoec^  whose :  whole  appearance  was  eha- 
raoteristic  of  mildness,  gentieness*,  and  ease; 
— *^  I  have  jpst  been  observing  with  ptea- 
sure^"  he  said^  ^^  the  imfprovement  iff  your 
.vouii.  r 
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youthful  kinsman,  don  Paolo;  and  even 
you,  I  trust,  are  satisfied  that  time  and  ab- 
sence have  not  returned  your  favourite 
other  than  you  can  wish  " 

*\  I  fear  it  will  confirm  don  Gaetano  in 
an  opinion  of  the  strictness  which  you 
seem  to  ascribe  to  me,  signor.  If  I  say 
that  a  few  days  must  pass  before  I  can  de- 
cide on  Federico's  unaltered  worth,  I  hope 
and  trust  his  heart  is  still  the  same  it  ever 
was ;  but  five  minutes  conversation  can  - 
scarcely  authorize  me  to  give  an  opinion 
so  decisive.'' 

"  His  appearance  and  manners,"  replied 
Ferrara^  "  cannot  so  far  belie  his  disposi- 
tion, but  that  I  will  confidently  look  for- 
ward to  the  day,  when  all  our  feuds  in 
Seiacca  will  be  closed,  and  Luna  and  Pe- 
roUo  no  longer  be  the  rallying  words  for 
party  vengeance  and  hereditary  discord. 

"  If  you  will  receive  my  testimony,' 
said  Gaetano,  "  I  will  vouch  for  Federico's 
amicable  temper,  and  challenge  don  Pao- 
lo's scrutiny  into  the  excellence  of  his  dis- 
position ;  and  I  am  assured  that  he  will 
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find  cause  to  strengthen,  rather  than  to 
abate,  the  aflfection  my  friend  has  always 
darned  from  him** 

Don  Geronimo  embraced  Pignatelli 
kindly,  and  thanked  him  for  confirming 
his  opinion. 

The  party  were  now  summoned  to  the 
castle  hall,  where  the  banquet  presented 
all  that  Pandolfina's  wealth  could  procure, 
or  his  liberal  hospitality  display.  The 
sounds  of  martial  music  echoed  from  the 
court  below ;  the  retainers  of  the  family  ' 
were  splendidly  attii^,  and  all  the  baron's 
taste  and  magnificence  seemed  called  forth 
in  honour  of  the  day.  The  spirits  of  don 
Giacomo  were  raised  to  tlieir  highest  pitch, 
and  shed  round  him  a  circle  of  mirth  and 
conviviality,  of  which  none  could  resist  the 
influence;  whilst  the  quiet  cheerfuhiess 
of  the  baroness  seemed  scarcely  less  ami- 
able and  attractive. 

^  The  barone  della  Bardia,"  said  Cosmo 
Liuchese,  in  the  course  of  the  entertain- 
ment, ^  is,  I  see,  beginning  to  recover  fix>m 
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his  confinement;  he  passed  n^e  thit^iqorn- 
ipg,  in  his  way,  I  presume,  to  Luna  Castle.'^ 

^  What  ill-disposed  physician  hn^  sent 
him  abroad  again,  tq  plague  his  fiends 
and  foes  by  his  malignant  spirit  ?  ■'  rspUod^ 
another  of  the  guests.  **  The  city  ought 
tp  make  a  public  day  of  sorrow  and  hnipi- 
liation  for  his  unwished*for  recovery/* 

"  Perhaps,"  replied  Ferrara,  **hi^Ipbg 
illness  may  have  softened  down  hip  un- 
happy  temper,  and  he  may  come  fmth  re« 
stored  in  mind  as  well  as  body,^" 

"  Pray  let  the  man  who  cure4  him 
prescribe  for  all  his  family  without  loss  of 
time,"  obser\'ed  Luchese. 

"  I  understood,"  said  Gaetano,  **  that 
don  Accursi  d'Amato  had  preceded  us  but 
a  few  hours  in  our  road  from  Castel  Ve- 
trano  hither." 

"  It  must  have  been  a  phantom,  signor," 
said  Luchese ;  ^^  the  baron  has  been  con- 
fined to  St.  Bartolomeo  for  several  weeks, 
and,  as  I  understood,  most  dangerously 
indisposed ;  he  saw  npne  of  his  friends,  I 
believe,  for  several  dftys." 
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^*  ^bJGtt  8^04*  I^^iftelli  says  vAtiy  ne« 
i^h^eifis  %fe  tnie,"  replied  the  count 
Stu&bUca :  ^  for  if  the  evil  spiHt  ever  Walks 
abroad,  I  knowiioftmn  be  tAh  so  pirdperljr 
^time  as  timt  of  don  Aiidursi  d'Atnato." 

**  And  did  you  reafty  see  the  Hend  ?* 
^H&A  tbe  toufltess,  in  ah  und^-^tdne.  Havu 
trig  seated  herself  lieelr  (iidetanb^-'*  UaW 
did  he  look?— Whence  ffid  he  come ?>^ 
Alid  ^7th«  did  ^e  go  <>" 

"Mb&  !^  tSioagfat  iSaetiind,  **  here  corned 
aiKfther  <jf  the  lady%  Mihdtr  iBifehdshi|>s. 
I  AiB'iitfy,  iriadan^^**  he  tdfiSeAf  "  it  was 
tHiIy  "Sfota  repott  I  li^tird  ^SM  the  \xitbh 
<!NiiB9ed  a  fiaitaata  in  tmr  way.** 

«.  He  wefiit  toLtma  €aWfe  to-day,  1 
^littettiiie,''  sfliM  JLuc^b^s^,  '« t6  pay  hte  t^- 
spects  to  the  affianced  1>riAe  df  don  Sigi9- 
ttcttid  ^  li<^  arrive.  And  by-the-bye, 
«gti<^  F^€!ric6,  t  wondeir  hHW  the  count 
>irm  likteyoiir  intimacy  tdth,  and  dviHtSsk 
^  iM  fixtui^  t^'kift^,  and  the  baitmesik 
Solanto,  her  ittbthet.'' 

Tb6  (x^dtr  fled  &om  liie  chee^  of  !Fe- 
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derioo;  for  one  moment  he  looked  the 
ashy  hue  of  death ;  in  the  next,  the  deep- 
;est  crimson  overspread  his  every  feature, 
and  he  sat  in  silent  agony. 
X  Gaetano  observed  him,  and  instantly  re- 
plied— '*  If  don  Sigismund  has  any  re- 
gard for  the  ladies,  he  must  feel  glad  that 
any  one  came  to  their  assistance  under 
.such  circumstances." 

"  I  doubt  not,**  said  Ferrara,  •^  that  tb^ 
.count  will  feel  and  appreciate  the  services 
you  were  so  fortunate  as  to  render  them.*^ 
.  No  one  but  Gaetano  and  the  baroness 
^emed  to  have  observed  Federico's  agitar 
tion  and  distress,  though  his  spirits  had 
entirely  vanished,  and  he  hardly  seemed 
tQ  know  what  he  was  about  during  the 
remainder  of  the  repast. 

"  So  you  really  saw  the  lady  who  is  t^ 
be  the  countess  Luna?''  said  the  signora 
di  Sambuca  to  Fignatelli.  '*  I  am  dying 
to  know  what  she  is  like ;  I  must  make  it 
all  out  from  Federico  and  you." 

**  Oh !  Perollo  is  not  a  good  hand  at  such 
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descripti<»i3,''  he  replied ;  **  but  I  believe  I 
can  give  you  all  the  information  you  can 

wish  on  the  subject." 

*^  Enchanting !"  observed  the  lady. 

The  conversation  was  however  inter- 
rupted by  the  rising  of  the  party. 

Gaetano  took  the  opportunity  to  ex- 
hort his  friend  to  rouse  himself  to  exer- 
'  tion,  which  his  habitual  self-possession  soon 
enabled  him  to  do;  and  though  the  prin- 
dpal  object  of  attention,  no  oiie  suspected 
him  of  feeling  any  thing  not  corresponding 
with  the  festivities^  which  were  kept  up 
till  a  very  late  hour. 

'  The  baroness  was  so  forcibly  struck  by 
Federico's  change  of  countenance,  on  hear- 
ing of  lady  Costanza's  engagement  to  don 
Sigismuhd,  that  she  Was  scarcely  able  to 
banish  the  idea  from  her  mind  during  the 
ensuing  night.  It  was  not  that  she  had 
any  great  belief  that  people  died  for  love^ 
or  that  young  men  of  his  age  are  usually 
made  very  long  miserable  by  such  affairs ; 
but  she  knew  that  persons  who  do  not,  on 
every  occasion,  receive  violent  impressions^ 


gLve  more  apt  to foedeefrfy  affectedHbyllMrai 
(When  tiicy  do;  and  most  of  dl'slieiidmd- 
ed,  that  any  jealousy  on  the  part  of  fbn 
Sigismunid  (sbouid  renew  the  ancient  iend, 
jiind  tho^  iflcraes  of  waDand  «famglrinr1>e- 
tween  the  (two  booses^'  which  she  cmiM 
o^ever  think  /of  witiicHit  homr. 

Bhe  ednmiemd£ir>aoinie  ^tdoie  cm  tAtlt 
(fmt  die  'ileal  fmethodifo'^RSue:  iiff8fc:8ii& 
4fa(Migiiit  of  airoidingtbeSohiTito  ^ftmfly  ^ 
{together:;  then,  but ^ibrii qnetm^vt  of  ooo^ 
ynltiB^  ^die  baoron,  labd  sending  away  i<!e»- 
4erioo;  but  ieeHng  sn^e,  on  ilie  mh/Ae^  4Aiflft 
with  such  principles,  tnid  sachariiaro  df 
^etiae^na  she  liad  ei^^  reason  to  bdGeve 
^er  sctn  poasesaed,  tibat  ffiasoning  taxsA  al- 
ivrays  be  better  Iban  infaiceuwiag»  ahe 
aninmoned  an  attendant,  and  cffdered  bsm 
16  request  don  Federico  to  oome  to  her. 
When  be  entered  ^e  saidf-*-^^  I  aeiit  for 
jfxm,  my  child,  inteiiding  to  uae  a  motbei^a 
piivilege  of  preaching  and  adviaing;  do 
not  look  'gcave,  for  I  &el  thiat  I  shoukl 
hardly  have  couiage  to  give  you  pain." 

^  Jf  y  mother^  have  I  been  450  iong  a  wi^> 
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Ifabt  y^  hav^  fol-gotteh  how  I  *ttjoy  your 
feMMi^ttld  how  bax^  I  ^m  to  iol)^y  yionr 
#lshes,  fbt  ytML  nev«r  ebftkbiahd  but  by: 

•  Ofcv  jr8tt  hftv6  leaftied  &tte^  at  Bi- 
yra»(H  but  iit  da«rlf)h^  afid  Mswer  me  olbe 
4tiedtfdh:.«-^Wite  I  deceived  yesterday  in 
OiifoMif^  lh§  i^attie  of  doh  Sigisitiund'a 
brfde  ga¥fe  ydtt  paihr 

FVd^tMt  ^fcaf«e4  ii|v  attd  crossed  the 
apartmeiot  t6  ^  open  window,  as  if  t6 
bl«iithi^  m^  fiteely  i  tfabii  returning  to  hisi 
aeat^  mA  ehdefayottring  to  compose  himself^ 
he  siftid^^**  Yoai  Were  not  deceived ;  but 
yd»  Witt  think  me  &  maniac  to  feel  tiiU8~ 
I  hate  myself  for  my  folly ;  but  the  idi^- 
€f  sDck  a  ereatuire  being  sacrificed  to  count 
liUifa  is  medtiesst-^t  miist  not!— «halt 

**  Hush !  hush  I  for  pity*s  sake,  for  mjir 
slike,  Feckrico  I  WouM  you  invorveyour 
wh<^  &mtly  ih  a  yfr&r^  for  your  persphal 
advaNr>tage?  But  I  sei^  you  are  npt  cool 
daiMffji  far  ireasoniiig.    For  Hetiven's  saikfe^* : 


178  THE  FEUDS  OF 

my  beloved  child,  pause  before  yoa  rush 
on  such  a  precipice  as  endeavouring  to  sup* 
plant  count  Luna.  Can  any  thing  be  to 
dishonourable,  so  ungenerous  ?  His  affiao-. 
oed  bride  is  accidentally  exposed  to  your 
society,  and  you  endeavour  to  break  a  con* 
tract,  made  by  a  kind  father  and  mother 
(such  a  mother,  I  am  sure,  donna  Clara  is), 
and  doubtless  sanctioned  by  herself;  for 
die  was  coming  willingly  to  all  appearance. 
In  so  doing,  you  unclose  all  those  still- 
painful  wounds  of  former  discords ;  hazard 
the  lives  of  hundreds  of  your  fellow-crea- 
tures, all  the  most  attached  friends  of  your 
family ;  perhaps  involve  in  the  ruin  not 
only  the  object  of  your  mad  affection,  but 
your  father!  Federico^  how  could  you 
see  me,  after  you  had  sacrificed  all  that  is 
noble  and  excellent  to  such  a  cause? 
when  you  had       ^ 

•*  Oh !  do  not  torture  me  to  madness,** 
exclaimed  Federico ;  "  you  know  full  well 
I  wpuld  not  expose  my  father  to  a  mo- 
tQet^s  pain,  much  less — ^gpod  Heaven ! . 
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I  dare  not  think  of  it  I  oh,  ho !  I  ivoul  J  be 
the  orfy  victim  T 

*•  Unhappy  boy !  did  you  mark  your 
iather^s  eonntenance,  radiant  with  happi- 
ness at  the  sight  of  you  ? — did  you  mark 
his  glistening  eyes,  when  your  praises 
reached  him  ?— -did  you  mark  his  speaking 
kx>ks,  as,  with  honest  pride  and  fond  anx- 
iety, he  watched  your  every  movement 
yesterday,  when  he  knew  you  were  the 
object  of  universal  scrutiny  ?  No,  you  did 
not,  or  you  could  not  have  talked  of  se- 
parating your  interest  from  his.  Do  you 
forget  Paolo  PeroUo,  who  has  loved  you 
almost  as  a  father  from  your  infancy? 
Federico,  I  am  not  used  to  talk  of  myself 
or  my  own  feelings;  but  if  you  think  I 
could  survive  such  misery — great  Heaven ! 
dare  you  talk  of  being  the  only  victim  ?** 
.  The  baroness's  even  temper  and  calm 
dignity  were  so  seldom  urged  to  the  expres- 
sion of  any  thing  like  vehemence,  that 
Federico  had  been  unable  to  interrupt  her, 
or  even  to  move,  till  she  was  silent. 
The  conflict  of  feeling  the  conversation 
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bad  cmtedL  had  carried  her  beyond  iienetf  ; 
she  had  unconsciously  risen  £rom  her  seat ; 
her  height  seemed  inoiessed ;  her  exertion 
in  i^efikJDg  hsd  given  a  brighter  kurtsne  td 
bfer  ey^  md  a  deeper  hue  to  her  oomr 
plexton ;  fMid  as  Federioo  raised  his  eyes 
i0  h«r  interesting  and  smjestie  figtue,  he 
Mi  that  he  dared  not  dw)bey  her  iiyuiMv 
tionfl^  he  they  what  tbey  might  He  ap- 
froticbed  her,  and  in  a  subdued  and  soft^ 
ened  tone^  said—**  My  dearest  mother/^ 
and  clasping  his  arms  round  her>  fdt  that 
as  yet  nothing  in  the  worid  was  of  equal 
consequence  to  him  with  her  approbation^ 
and  no  price  too  great  to  diy  the  tears 
which  now  flowed  from  her  eyes*  ^  can 
you  foi^ive  me,  my  angel  piother,  for  dis^ 
tressing  you  thus  ?    You  shall  dispose  of 
me  as  you  <;hoose ;  I  will  be  the  creature 
of  your  will ;  only  let  me  see  you  happy, 
4pel  I  think  I  cannot  be  miserable." 

^*  Freely  indeed  do  I  fix'give  you,  my 
ehild.  You  have  ever  been  an  object  of 
such  perfect  satisfaction,  such  intense  affec- 
tion to  your  &thar  and  myself,  that  I 
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cmild  not  know  haw  to  bear  michoa  jnm 
pect&omyoa;  but  ycm  will  be-all  we  w»b 
and  expeefe  you  to  be»'' 

^  I  will  oideavtcNir  to  constitttte  your 
hi^pineaa  at  leasts"  said  Fedeiico^  flif^ing^ 
deeply. 

^  My  dear  Fededeo^  we  iiave  been  bur* 
lied  beyond  wxw  wonted  babttt ;  let  ut  sit 
down  and  be  mtional.  In  doing  what  you 
know  to  be  right,  you  most  secare  your 
own  peace  of  mind  most  effectually ;  you 
are  weU  aware  how  wretched  would  be  the 
consequences  of  persevering  in  diis  unfor-^ 
tunate  attachment ;  you  cannot  be  so  ro- 
mantic as  to  suppose  diat  twenty  yearn 
hence  you  will  feel  as  you  da  now^  or  that 
there  is  but  this  one  woman  in  the  whole 
world  capable  of  making  you  happy,  nor 
so  weak,  as  to  doubt  that  a  rei^  and  ear<- 
nest  endeavour  to  subdue  a  sentiment,  the 
encouragement  of  which  would  be  disho- 
nourable and  ungenerous,  could  be  unat- 
t^ided  with  success.  We  are  accounts- 
able  beings,  and  have  the  means  amply  be<*^ 
stowed  on  us  to  govern  our  passions,,  and 
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direct  our  actions ;  therefore,  to  deny  the 
power  of  doing  either,  is  to  be  mad  or 
wicked.  I  do  not  mean  to  assert  that  the 
effort  will  not  be  painful ;  but  it  is  a  duty, 
a  possible  one,  and  depends  entirely  on 
yourself,  and  therefore  I  expect  it  fromr 
you*  I  will  do  all  in  my  poww  to  avoid 
exposing  you  to  donna  Costanza's  too  at- 
tractive society;  and  after  one  campaign 
in  the  Milanese,  you  will  see-this  affair  al- 
together in  a  new  light:  and  now,  my 
dear  boy,  you  must  leave  me,  and  com- 
pose yourself^  and  I  will  do  the  same :  it 
would  be  cruel  to  damp  your  father's  hap- 
piness at  such  a  time." 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


I  do  not  think  a  braver  gentleman. 
More  daring  or  more  bold,  is  now  alive. 
To  grace  this  latter  age  with  noble  deed. 

Shakespeare* 

When  the  summons  to  the  baroness  So* 
lanto  was  announced,  Costanza  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  persuade  her  to  excuse  her- 
self from  attending  the  countess's  evening' 
repast,  on  account  of  her  &tigue  and  dis- 
appointment; but  the  state  of  mind  in* 
vhich  they  had  left  their  hostess,  induced 
the  baroness  to  exert  herself,  and  she  pre- 
pared to  follow  the  attendant,  command- 
ing her  daughter,  on  no  account,  to  irritate 
the  feelings  of  the  lady  by  any  opposition^ 
or  recurrence  to  the  conversaticm  which 
had  passed. 

When  they  entered  the  apartment,  Cos- 
tanza»  who  had  expected  to  be  <  received 
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with  increaied  firigidity,  was  not  a  Ettle. 
astonished  at  the  ghastly  smile  of  affected 
complaeency  with  which  the  oountesa  ad* 
vanced  to  meet  them^  and  still  more  at  the 
embrace  with  which  she  was  greeted ;  and 
to  receive  which,  without  evincing  the  disr 
gust  she  felt,  required  all  her  self-com- 
mand* 

^  I  am  rgoiced/^  she  said,  ^  to  see  the 
baroness  so  far  recovered  from  her  £»tigue,. 
and  trust  that  m  mghtls  test,,  the  Upbfedtf 
arrival  of  his  exteUenza  th^  ban>l^  afid; 
jrour  tender  and  afilN3tiohate  bUSe^  vbiy 
child,,  will  perfectly  restpre  her.*^ 

Ck)9tanM  elcpri^Med  her  tbfttiks  and 
wishes  on  the  subject^  and  raised  her  eye» 
to  the  oountenance^  of  the  speaker^  whose 
looks  were  itistantty  airerted^  and  she  i^^ 
marked  the  livid  hu^  which  was  spread, 
over  her  harsh  features,  and  the  o^vulsiyd^ 
motions  which  they  exhibited^  with  some^ 
thing  like  temir,  but  without  fiiHy  com^^ 
prehending  their  intent^ 

^  In  a  day  ^  twd|"  coiitihued  the  coun^ 
tkM^  **  Ofte  «f  out  fiMSt  $olenm  feasts  will!^ 


ixe  held,  lifaat  cf  Ihe  Holy  Them,  i^  ym 
will  then  see  Ssia^ioa  in  iOl  its  gltipy.""      ' 

^  The  beatrty  of  <flife  dly,''  said  the  ba- 
roness,  "*  ipmn  whalt  I  have  abeady  «eii, 
^Ecaist  ^taike  e^ery  tmvetkr^with  ^n  idea  of 
its  indies  -'soifl  tnagtiificenee.'' 

^  They  «fl^  btda^  of  ttie  splendbms  df 
JPaleimo;''  «t]6we»ed  her  hostess ;  "^  imt  ae- 
-eustomedsas  linrve  iilwttys^beeii  teOeiaecit^ 
Iicaainot  ssjr  :tiMN;  I  «i^iikl  yeitie^e them*; 
ooDfd  the  m&dkeiti/t  ^voUgm^  too  t>f  Hie  tip- 
^ttant  noUm  tliere,  ^miUl  Mft  btit  4brceine 
to  aieomfinrisitoibetween  the^SififeietitlTeiat- 
meHt,  wMch^ieriMis  €f <mr  iUuiftriouB  rmlk 
meet  ivilh  m  ^tbe  piofligate  metfope^B§» 
n^  m  4^  «iicoiTttjpied  imttiiiers  ^f  ^air 
«atiye  piace:  here,"  «he  ocmtioroed,'^  "W^ 
are  siiiToinided  li^  the  ^leredibary  ecm- 
sieKioiiB  of  the  liottse  iof  £amm  «iid  P^sral. 
^  who  will,  :as  4m>B  w  the  faaimi  SMmfto 
arrives,  manifest  their  respect  and  4devo- 
trni  to  the  destinod  taride  4if  don  Sigis- 
hmmL  Tbe  sqppRMNftMng  festival  btmgfi 
idi  the  nei^iboiiiing  nol]^  to,  tk»  cityi 
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and  from  Bivonia  and  Caltabellotia^'  the 
chief  of  our  vassals  will  arriva'' 

**  May  I  ask  the  origin  of  this  reli^us 
feast  in  Sciacca  ?"  said  the  baroness. 

"  When  count  William  di  Peralta,**  an- 
swered the  lady,  **  founded  the  monastery 
of  Santa  Maria  d'Istria,  some  two  hundred 
years  since,  he  endowed  and  enriched  it,  in 
a  manner  worthy  of  his  pious  and  munifi* 
cent  disposition ;  and  first  amongst  its 
treasures  were  placed  three  thorns,  which 
were  part  of  our  blessed  Saviour's  crown, 
and  which  the  count  had  purchased  at  an 
immense  expence  in  his  expedition  to  the 
Holy  Land.  Numberless  are  Hie  cures 
these  sacred  relics  have  performed,  and 
yearly  they  are  borne  through  the  dty,  to 
procure  for  it  prosperity  and  the  blessings 
of  Heaven,  and  a  long  continuation  to  the 
honours  and  the  name  of  its  pious  and  no- 
ble  benefactor." 

The  grandeur  of  the  house  of  Luna  was 
a  subject  on  which  the  countess  could  al- 
W«  deacant  with  complacency  and  satis. 
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faction :  neither  the  baroness  not*  C!ostan- 
za  felt  at  all  inclined  to  disturb  her  serenity, 
and  she  continued—'^  Don  Sigismund,  al- 
ways anxipus  to  support  the  high  station 
<his  ancestors  have  filled  in  their  ^native 
rhome,  and  to  shew  the  high  venerati(»i  he 
feels  for  every  thing  connected  with  our 
most  holy  £uth  (which  in  these  days  meet^ 
with  such  insults  and  degradations  £ronli 
those  who  ought  to  be  its  chief  defenders), 
never  fails  devoutly  to  attend  thift  sacred 
festival,  and  all  who  love  and  honour  his 
name  have  ever  accompanied  him:  nay, 
even  the  inveterate  enemies  of  the  rate  of 
Luna  and  Peralta,  who  might,  from  the 
remembrance  of  their  sacrilegious  insult 
GflTered  to  these  holy  rdics,  in  shame  ab- 
sent themselves,  yet  never  n^lect  to  join 
in  the  pwsession.'' 

In  thus  alluding  to  the  house  of  Fax>l* 
loi,  the  voice  of  the  speaker  became  toemu- 
lous  from  agitation,  and  she  sat  for  some 
moments  in  silaice. 

^y  When  is  don  Sigismund  expected  to 
return  to  Sciacca  ?"  asked  the  baroness,  not 
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willing  to  provoke  la  historjr'^f  liie  ifeoA 
to  whidi  the  oouritesb  Imd  alluded* 

^  Earfy  to-moiMW  he  |ietai^8>,  isWlf^ 
rbusiness  which  rmdeiied  4iiii  fi^eiiidii«ie  ft 
Bivonia  netessary^ttiid  wk&sh  iieiid{Mld  to 
4itiTe  completddy  before  ydiir  aifivid  tMfc 
-an  adcUtiotial  motive ;  but  he  wffl  iie  wnt^ 
tfaataay  Aing  fibeuldfaave  <i8lkdn  faiih^ni 
4he  icastle  at  this  'time." 

jAiber  jsottiefurther^oonveF^ 
interest,  th^  iMMnei^  !|deided  fkti^d,  «Ml 
tiie  hHttes  8€pfiffsted  fen*  th^  nigbtw 

Jiavnig  iieadi0d  iraao^i^'s^ai^^ 
Costanza  tlirew  henseUT  on  a  ^seat.  Mid  )0i> 
verii^  lier  ihee  \r^  l«ft  Itttfids^  %^)A!iteft 
^ntaarely  Qn^(ardiei»  txf  ie*vety  thing  «il«ttwd 
4«0r,  'Md  unafali^  to  p^  eve^  her  u^tieS  ^ 
tenitiixiis  td  |»  icretber. 

An  old  servant,  who  )iad  friiMed  \»y 
WMldhed  tids  veiy  <Atiu^aal  <x)ipfdfibt  for 
wtiDL^ikwit  witAi  ^lent  respect,  while  tMisied 
flibdiit  tlie  biaii^ess  but  at  kjsrt;  could  tiot 
refrain  from  approaching  her  darling ;  ia^ft 
teeing  Itet,  iKMMrltlistan^d^  her  silence^ 
tMti  "WSfk  4[»ursingeiach«tihel:^d^n  iter 


cbeekfl^  she  exdaimed^^'^  Santa.  Maria! 
ijm  £r1(^tiEul  cs^tdllo  ^411  be  the  death  of; 
us  all ;  here  is  my.  sweet  young  lady  in 
teans,.  who;  i»  always  to  joyx>ua  andi  happy ; 
aAd  I  am  aureall  tiie  attendants  look  as  ifr 
th^/  had  not-  seen  a  smile  since  their  in«. 
ftniqr-'' 

^^  Qush!  hush!"  said-  the>  haroness»w« 
^  Are  you .  ill,  my  child?  Come  hither, 
Costanza. — Leave  us,  Beatrice;  r^nxma  in 
the  anti-room  till  I  call  for  you.** 

The  servant  withdrew,  and  Costansa,  left 
ajone  with  her  motha%  gave  free  indtiU^ 
gence  to  hcfr  gri^; 

The  l¥tit>ness  seeing  she  was  thojx>i^hly 
depressed,  and.  thinking  her  tears  would 
reKeve  her,  didi  not  foe  a  few  minutes  in- 
terrupt her;  hut  wilien  she  saw^  herhegin* 
niog  to  recover^  she,  said-^-^^  My  love^  I 
shall  begin,  to  think  you  are  like  Beatrice, 
and  are  frightened  because  the  rooms  are 
iu>t  very  light,  or  very  modem  in  theirde* 
oorations :  you  have  lived  so  peaceably  and 
eraidy  till^now,  tliat  you  have  yet  to  learn 
tlM^efiaBt j^iait  burrf  and  fttiguc^lmve'^ven 
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on  the  buoyant  spirits  of  youth ;  but  ooiit« 
pose  yourself,  and  after  a  good  nighfs  rest, 
you  will  be  quite  restored." 

"  Oh  never,  never !  if  I  meet  that  ta^ 
rible  countess,''  said  Costanza,  with  a  fresh 
burst  of  grief;  ^'  indeed  I  cannot  stay  with 
her.  If  don  Sigismund  is  like  her,  (apd 
how  should  he  be  otherwise  ?)  surely  my 
father  will  not  force  me  to  fulfil  this  hate- 
ful engagement" 

"  My  dearest  Costanza,  pray  be  more 
moderate ;  your  father,  you  are  v«y  cer- 
tain, will  never  force  you  to  any  thing, 
even  though  he  should  think  it  for  your 
advantage — ^he  is  too  indulgent;  but  I 
shall  be  displeased  if  you  accustom  your-  • 
self  to  such  vehemence  of  expression. 
What  right  have  you  to  call  an  engage- ^ 
ment  made  for  your  happiness,  and  with 
your  concurrence,  hateful?    Nor  can  I 
imagine  why  a  young  man  must  of  neces- 
sity be  like  an  old  woman  ;  besides  which, 
to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  suspect  the  coun-  < 
tess  cannot  entertain  any  very  exalted  / 
idea  €(  your  gentleness ;  for  it  was  mote ; 
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allowable  in  a  person  of  her  age,  and  very 
confined  education,  and  whose  society  has 
been  composed  almost  entirely  of  persons 
she  considers  beneath  her,  to  lose  her  tem- 
per for  a  minute,  than  for  you  to  reply  in 
any  thing  like  the  same  spirit." 

"  Perhaps  I  was  wrong,  my  dear  mo- 
ther; but  her  insolent  neglect  of  you '' 

"  Was  probably  caused  by  her  anxiety 
to  shew  every  possible  attention  to  your- 
self, and  her  manners  not  being  quite  per- 
fect enough  to  shew  her  immediately  how 
to  do  both  gracefully.** 

«  Oh,  but  that  burst  of  fury "" 

"  Was  very  disagreeable — certainly  vio- 
lence is  always  so ;  but  a  passionate  tem- 
per is  by  no  means  the  worst,  and  is  very 
frequently,  indeed  generally,  accompanied 
by  an  affectionate  heart ;  and  the  evident 
desire  evinced  by  the  countess  to  repre- 
sent her  son  to  advantage,  proves  her  a 
kind  and  partial  mother,  and  therefore,  my 
child,  I  hope  not  in  your  eyes  quite  with- 
out merit " 

Co^tanza  was  going  to  speak^  but  the. 
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harooess  cootinued^^^'  I  kaow  what  you 
\vould.si^;  but  I  was  ^ing-to  remindyoUf^ 
that  jou  have  quite  left  out  all  m^iticm 
of  the.  countess  receiving-  us  the  seooad 
time,  without  the  least  remaining  ang^ 
or  ill  humour ;  iHm  at  least  shews  as^  much 
readiness  to  forgive  offences  receive,  as 
to  commit  them,  which,  you  will  allows  is 
a,  very  valuable  quality." 

**  Certainly,  my  dear  mother,  if  Uie 
countess  really  did  feel  no  remaining  qn- 
g«r ;  but  I  own,  witliout  being  aUe  to  ex- 
plain wherefore,  that  her  expression,  of 
countenance  frightened  me  more  the  se- 
cond time  of  seeing  her  than  the  fir^t; 
however,  do  not  let  me  keep  you  up,  and 
fatigue  you  more  to-night.  I  will  promise 
to  see  count  Luna  with,  as  little  prejudiee 
as  I  can  help,  and  I.  will  endeavour  to  be 
all  you.  wish  me;  but  indeed,  to  exchange 
your  mild  dominion  for  that  of  the  coun- 
tess Caltabellotta  does  seem  dreadful." 

^  Do  not  akrm  yourself  with  chimefts^ 
my  Costanza,  nor  encourage  prejudice, 
aj^nst  the  oe«iiitet»*  mote  thant  hac:  aqii. 


t04)ftc»ft$w^af)d  tbefi  )r<M  will  feel  sbl^,  in 
following  fc^  judgm^hl^  th^t  ym^is  «k{e 
fflid  i^bt.  Hid£t¥«li  UMb  you !  eafl  k  the 
servant!;)  Md  w^  wili  g^  to  tedt  ^ 

Havtog  #0i^  her  ixiotlier  to  her  ctKioh^- 
Cmtafitt  withdrew  to  h«rown  ^aotmiin^ 
whicli  Wjft$  ndjf^ning^  ind  i^ppc^ifg Jieai-^ 
ttice  to  be  foUowing  ba*,  «he  wb^]^Gt^to 
olos%  th^  dbk]^int0'tihe-^idiy ;  1^  mfirnit^ 

however,  rM^A^  ft  ibw  mlnutiis  kaig^r 

im|i&ti«iyfe»'Cofta(yi%lsi  W»d  bl^ini^flg  to  p«<^^  > 
pel^  for  bed,  land  adv^no^  tot^^ar^  the 
door  to  close  it.    ^Eteir  m^iAitm  t^^  at- 
tmcted  by  heavy  Ibbtst^  in  the  ^ssagi^; 
she  hesit^ed,  not  wi^hmg  td  bi^  «^fi,  and- 
sliDldd  and^termin^  what  to  do^  "vrhf^n  i^e 
sbWa  tall  majestic  figui«  piMs^ through  the 
cfffe^  space ;  a  long  black  hot^eftnte's  cloak 
enveloped  his  person,  attd  *  ]^liitx>e  df  dark 
feafliers  m  his  cdp  ovferAiiab^edhfe  fea- 
tures. Attrad«dbi^'theiiglfttfttd&gh  the 
dbWwjety,  ^e  sh^ngier  %uvi^  hfe  flte^  to- 

VOL.  I.  K  "* 
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wards  it  for  an  instant,  and  as  quickly 
averted  it.  The  imperfi^  view  she  had 
of  him  caused  Costanza  to  ishuddef  with 
an  indistinct  feeling  of  alarm.  It  must  he 
don  Sigismund  himself,  was  the  first  idea 
that  struck  her,  and  she  felt  as  if  her  dea|;h 
sentence  had  been  passed ;  again  .  she 
thought,  from  even  the  imperfect  view  she 
had,  that  it  was  an  older  person  than  Luna 
had  been  described  to  her.  In  this  sta|p  of 
terror  and  distress,  she  was  still  standing 
in  the  centre  of  the  room,  when  her  nurse 
entered,  who,  almost  with  a  scream,  eja- 
culated— "  Maria  degli  Trombi!  what 
have  you  seen,  my  child  ?" 

Costanza  attempted  to  smile. — **  Is  dcm 
Sigismund  returned  to  the  castle?" 

^  No,  ma  donna,  but  there  are  plenty 
of  guards  and  attendants  in  the  hall  below; 
but.  Holy  Virgin  defend  us!  they  will 
nev^  hear  our  screams." 

'V There  is  no  cause  to  alarm  them;  I 
have  seen  no  spirits  or  spectres,  Beatrice,? 
said  her  mistress,  endeavouring  to  recover 
hersel£ 
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•  ^  You  looked  so  pale  and  terrified,  sig- 
noniy  when  I  entered  the  room,  and  asked 
so  hastily  for  count  Lnna,  that  I  fancied 
you  had  been  frightened  by  something.** 

^  It  is  fatigue  and  disappointment  about 
my  father,  added  to  my  mother's  illness, 
which  makes  me  so  pale  and  low-.spirited, 
I  believe." 

"  I  am  sure  I  hope  my  lord  will  arrive 
to-mojTow,  and  that  we  shall  soon  be  sa- 
iled in  a  cassino  of  our  own,"  said  the  at- 
tendant, "  for  I  am  sure  nobody  can  recover 
either  health  or  spirits  here," 

Yet  here,**  said  Costanza,  with  a  «igh, 
my  future  life  will  probably  be  spent'* 

"  Oh  yes,  signora ;  but  when  you  i^re 
mistress  of  the  castle,  things  will  soon 
wear  another  aspect ;  and  to  say  the  truth, 
I  dare  say  we  might  make  these  great 
apartments  cheerful,  when  we  have  our 
own  way  in  every  thing,  as  1  hope  your 
e&cellenza  means  to  have.** 

^^  Before  we  make  such  a  resolution,** 
said  the  lady,  ^  I  tliink  we  had  better  as- 
certain the  disposition  of  don  Sigismund.** 

K  2 
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•*  Ob,  my  lady,  as  to  that,  every  indivi- 
dual I  have  heard  speak  of  him  here,' 
dgrees  that  the  count  is  liberal,  generous, 
and  brave — somewhat  hasty  to  be  sure ; 
but  violent  people,  you  know,  are  easy  to 
be  managed — indeed  I  made  evety  inquiry 
Icould,** 

"  Pray,   Beatrice,   who  sleeps  in    the 
rooms  beyond  my  mother  ?" 
'  **  The  old  countess,  signora,  occupies,  I 
believe,  the  whole  extent  of  the  gallery 
beyond.'* 

"  Has  any  friend  of  don  Sigismund  ar- 
rived to-night  in  the  castle  ?" 

"  None,  my  lady,  I  believe." 

Costanza  then  retired  to  rest;  she  found 
her  mother  better  next  day,  but  her  anx- 
iiety  a;bout  the  baron  unabated,  no  tidings 
having  yet  arrived  of  his  approach.  The' 
countess  received  them  in  the  morning,* 
with  evident  wislies  to  conciliate,  and  ef- 
face from  their  memory  the  conversation 
which  took  place  at  her  first  interview. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  day,  a  great 
noise  ot  horses  was  heard  in  the  court  be- 
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Jow.r-"  It  is  my  sqxi  returned/'  said  the 
countess.  Costanza's  heart  beat  almost 
audibly;  the  figure  she  had  seen  last 
night  rushed  forcibly  upon  her  imagina- 
tion; who  could  it  be  but  the  count  who 
had  entered  his  mother's  apartment  at  such 
an  hour  ?  and  if  such  was  her  destined 
husband,  she  felt  that  it  would  be  iinpos* 
sible  to  fulfil  her  eQg9gement,  She  heard 
tke  sound  of  approadbdng  footstepi^  and 
her  agony  and  impati^ce  wete^cf^tin, 
supportable :  they  stopped  for  a  few  WO? 
ments  in  the  anti-rroojw ;  tQ  her  it-sjep^ied 
^n  age  of  d^Uy,  and  yjpt  l^^  dr«»d?d  th^ 
moment  when  th?  dooy  shQj44  opefl-  At 
length  tb^  lord  of  Po^t^nza,'S  d^tiny  stoo4 
loasiffssl;  befq^e  l^,  ^  she  eqntewqplatedt 
\wt^^.»ii?e4  a^nji^ji^^nfi  of  aiBta^ishflfi^*  ^4 
pl^liu^r^  tb^  personand  appearance  of  don 
S]£ps{)qp])d  df  X^na»  as  hp  enter^  the 
ipf^j.  His  hqi^ht  was  lofty  i^  cam« 
manding,  his  motions  ^y  and  dUgp/ified, 

pride,  strifcifegly  ll^l^lfW^    HeadY^l^ce^ 

mtk.Jm^nm  mi  mm^  tpw«^  th?  ba- 
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roness,  and  expressed  the  satisfaction  he 
felt  at  her  safe  arrival  in  Sciacca ;  lament- 
ing the  delay  of  the  baron,  and  that  his 
own  absence  from  the  castle  had  prevent* 
ed  his  receiving  her  in  person :  but  when 
he  turned  towards  her  daughter,  admira* 
lion  and  delight  seemed  to  have  deprived 
him  of  the  power  of  speech. 

Costanza  blushed  deeply,  and  when  her 
mother  presented  her,  could  scarcely  stand, 
much  less  answer  his  incoherent  compli- 
ments. 

The  baroness  endeavoured  to  relieve  her 
daughter's  distress,  and  to  engage  the 
coant's  attention ;  whilst  his  mother  stood 
n^ar,  apparently  not  entirely  approving 
his  evident  admiration,  and  the  total  inat- 
tention to  herself. — **  Your  excellenza  is, 
i  hope,  returned  but  a  short  time  before 
Solanto;  the  wind  has  been  fair  for  the 
last  two  days,  and  my  anxiety  for  his  arri- 
val hourly  increases.*' 

"  B^ond  all  expectation  !*'  said  don  Si- 
gismund,  still  gazing  at  Costanza. 
*  The  pause  of  wonder  with  which  ill 
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the  party  heard  this  reply,  so  foreign  to 
the  subject^  roused  Luna  to  remembrance ; 
ccffiscious  of  some  mistake,  yet  perfectly 
in  ignorance  of  the  speech  which  had  been 
addressed  to  him,  he  looked  towards  his 
mother  for  an  explanation. 

"You  seem  not  to  have  remembered,  don 
Sigismund,*  she  said,  **  that  there  were 
other  daims  to  your  attention  here.**  A 
frown  was  gathering  on  her  brow,  which 
Sigismund  endeavoured  instantly  to  dis- 
perse* 

•  ^  For^ve  the  admiration,  dearest  mo- 
ther, which  for  a  moment  rendered  me 
forgetful  of  your  presence,"  The  affection 
and  respect  with  which  he  kissed  the 
countess's  hand,  gave  Costanza  a  sensation 
of  exquisite  pleasure. — "  You  expected  to 
have  found  the  baron  here,  madame,  I  un- 
derstand,**  he  said,  again  turning  to  the 
baroness ;  "  but  the  late  storms  may  have 
induced  him  to  stand  out  to  sea ;  he  may 
have  put  into  Mazzara,  and  found  a  diffi- 
culty in  doubhng  the  Funta  di  Taurello^ 


fir  I  have  even  knawn  vesseU  some  days 
in  getting  round  Cs^pe  St  MaHc.'' 

*^  Your  opinion  is  conaolatpry,  signer," 
«h^  answered^  ^  as  it  giv^s  me  hope  that 
no  untoward  accident  occasion  the  d^y.'' 

**  Even  should  the  amyal  of  the  bar);: 
be  still  some  few  dayei  distant,"  h^  copjinu- 
ed,  **  whidi  however  I  do  not  think  will  be 
the  C4s^,  I  trust  you  ifflU  not  unne^essar 
^ily  indulge  in  anticipating  evils^  ftod  we 
3viU  not  doubt  thftt  ev^yy  thing  wilJL  t»m 
out  which  will  be  most  to  your  comSqft,'^ 

Th^se  kind  endeavours  to  dtieer  kef  mo- 
.ther-^  drooping  spirits  w^r^  n^pst  giai.te^ 
^ully  felt  and  appreciated  by  Co^^f^;^ 

''  We  met  with  a  nio^t  dangerous  q^d 
{unpleasant  accident  on  onr  jouppey  ^ml^ 
jthe  heavy  storm,  but  th?  kindn^sisf  an4  ^rt^ 
tention  of  signor  Pignat^Jli  an4  hi?  ^rif nt| 
Jhe  cavalier  Perollo,  relieved  ns  j&o(n  ^ 
.the  ill  consequ^ces  which  might  have  fol* 
lowed  it" 

JuuxiBt  stared  at  the  mention  of  FerpUo ; 
^  shade  passed  over  hi^  cpuntwance,  and 
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he  fiak]Ur-''  Though  ](  jwrpuld  ^ilKngly 
hftyfe  been  ^ebted  to  any  qther  instru-- 
xpmt  for^fieh  9  weight. of  d^ligat^op,  yet 
I  $htU  acknovfledge  this  service  widi  gra* 
t^tude  even  to  Fedeiipo  PeroUp." 

The  oountess  evidently  wished  to  inter- 
rupt the  conversation,  anfl  linked,  in  no 
very  gentle  tone^  what  friends  he  expected 
at  the  castle  ^evious  to  the  fe^st  ? 

**  Geronimo  Peralta,**  he  replied,  •*  will 
be  the  only  one  who  takea  up  his  abode: 
with  ti9;  The  bmtm  delk  Bardia  ia  not, 
I  fear,  sufBeientiy  recovered  to  attend ; 
and  Infi:mtanetta  has  persuaded  others  of 
our  fiiends  to  make  his  hpii^  their  home. 
The  baron  Solanto/^  be  added,  cheerfully, 
**  will  be  here  in  time  to  join  in  our  so- 
lemnity, and  witness  the  pidde  and  sati&> 
f^M^ion  with  which  our  family  will  wel- 
come this  auspicious  visit'^ 

"  I  ^ould  be  very  unwilUng,**  the  ba- 
Tom9»  answered,  ^  that  such  an  opportu-. 
nity  should  be  lost,  af.beooming  personal- 
ly known  to  your  iUustiious  relatives  i  but 

Its.    . 
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should  the  baron  be  unfortunately  detuned 
ftom  hence,  I  fear  my  spirits  will  haitQy 
be  equal  to  a  public  introduction;  and 
utider  such  drcumstances,  my  daughter 
and  myself  must  claim  your  indulgence, 
to  excuse  us  from  appearing  at  the  ap- 
proaching fostivaL*' 

**  Your  will  and  pleasure,  lady,**  said 
don  Sigismund,  *^  shall  in  all  things  be 
obeyed ;  but  I  expect  hourly  to  hear  that 
the  baron  is  in  safety  in  our  port** 

**  On  an  occasion  like  the  present,**  si^ 
the  countess,  *'  when  the  duties  of  religicm 
are  in  question,  all  private  feelings  must 
be  sacrificed ;  and  when  the  honour  of  the 
house  of  Luna  and  Peralta  is  concerned, 
every  one  who  feels  its  interest  at  heart 
will  make  it  a  first  consideration.  The 
baroness  Solanto  and  her  daughter  must 
attend  the  approaching  solemnity.** 

Even  the  meek  spirit  of  the  elder  lady 
TO$e  indignant  at  this  insolent  harangue ; 
%  tinge  of  colour  flushed  in  her  dieeka, 
but  slie  n^ressed  her  feelings,  and  looked 
in  ^ence  to  don  Sigismund. 
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''  Our  honoured  guests  are  here,**  he  saidii* 
^  hot  dnly  to  command  their  own  engage- 
ments^  Imt  thdlr  wishes^  and  their  will 
shall  be  supreme  to  every  one  over  whom' 

mv  influence  extends.'' 

» 

*'  lis  well,  count  Luna,**  said  his  mo^ 
ther;  ^  another  power  is,  I  see,  again  to 
be  placed  over  me ;  insiilts  and  indignities 
will  drive  m6  from  your  house,  but  if  once 
I  depart,  I  never  enter  Luna  Castle  more.** 
With  every  feature  distorted  by  rage,  the 
kdy  quitted  the  apartment 

Don  Sigismund  attempted,  to  softeft 
down  his  mother's  ill  behaviour,  and  the 
baroness,  anxious  to  allay  the  storm,  assured 
bim,  that  to  give  the  countess  all  the  satisfii6>^ 
ti<Hi  in  her  power,  she  was  perfectly  willing 
to  attend  the  devotions  in  the  church,  but 
begged  to  decline  the  ceremony  of  a  fwmal 
introduction  till  the  baron  was  present 

His  gratitude  for  this  condliating  kind* 
ness  was  gracefully  and  cordially  express* 
ed,  and  his  manner  bad  in  it  so  much  at^ 
dent  admiration  of  Costanza,  and  respect 
towards  her  mother,  that  when  he 
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she  had  fanded  was  t)iA(  fi€  h^  dmUned 
husbands  was  np  hmger  nil  f^ifSfsfA  of  terror 
tot  ^epess  ber  iQ>\nt9,  bi«4:  nmiifF  fergqtten 
in  the  scrfisfiidi(mifi<sk  wlbkk  sbe  tliaught 
^^n  Sjgiwiund's  m^miem  and  ad^ess. 

Both  ladies  were  sttaMk  for  a  lew  minutea 
titer,  his  departuce;  aft  kangth  t^  baroness 
said — f '  Well^  Costanw,!  is  not  don  Sigisr. 
IRund  teiribly  Uk^  the  cminitefsp  ?' 

:  *^  Heayen  fibrbidr      

.  ^^  Ohl  tb^a  you  ^  not  intaid  to  throw 
}i^ur6^lf  at  your  iatfaet '&  feet»  and  suppli- 
eafte  to  be  fr^ed  fmin  your  engagement.'" 

M  My  defip  i»Qth«  1*^ 

"  Well,  wen,  my  child,  1  wffl  not  tor- 
ment you ;  but,  pray,  let  this  agreeabler 
disapppiritment  he  also  a  useful  lesson  to 
you^rrto  afgue  more  moderately,  and  not 
mistake  your  own  fears  for  realities.'' 

'M  viill  do  my  best  ^ideavours^  but 
vi^tumt  thfi  least  hope  of  ever  :an:iving  a(^ 
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the  d|s|;ra^  ^  Qy^^tSofi  le^rity  w^rm^ 
mem  y^.poisew;  (^  init$tiiiBe»  mm^  I  felt 
a  vast  indination  to  t^  th^t  vii^teiii^  qUI 

9iu?^  ^  wi^  iiiMi  to  ^Tsi§t^  m  going  la 

th?  ^$t  or  fitaying'aw«*7  1^  wy  own  ptefh 

^^t  i4i4  i^y f  iP7  4ew  motli^i^ ; if  sh9 
d^epi  pQtknow  bow  to  bd^ve  with  leomiApiit 

such  lessoofi.  woiild  6o  mucbimprcMre  har.'^ 
'^  If  sheweie  as  y^tkng  n  yourself^  Cos^^ 
tanza^  there  Ss  no  doubt  but  ra^iud  seve*. 
rity  and  opposition  would  be*  (rf*  ininite 
use  to  the  countesa^t  liut  Bt  her  age,;  to  at*^ 
teosipt  new  iw>itWii»gber  tetuper  tfiwldbe 
F^colo^s ;  4n4  ^hp  o^y  'Clwnce  qf  Ji)v|}}g 
Gomf(»\%h}y  yitb  iier,  mu0|;  be  by  «ri>l4iiift 
subjects  €^  dl^pdit^  4ii4  diHiiermmiiig  Aev^r 
to  iiQtioe  aay.  ill-natared  tlbii^  she  either 
i^yj»  cor  does  s'9n4  in^  shcwrj,  ^te©at«ig;  haf 
like  6  muiob  more  MiUii^lii^iMQmM^  tfa^n  'i^ 

^*  But  fiur^jTj,  my  4*»r  «»tber^r  sttafe 
conduct  vou}d  b^  :indu^tiig  ilttempered 
people  ¥ery  ii|dfeaenm%  $(bDdl  beittdes^  ilt 
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oeeiMs  to  tne  m ex^^eediiiglynieani-sjyiHted 
to  be  overpowered  bymdence^  wbeii  one 
knows  one  is  tighf 

'  ^  You  quite  mirtake  the  business ;  for, 
in  reality,  to  be  humoured  like  a  iroward 
child  who  must  not  be  punished,  is  no 
tray  enviable  state ;  but  persons  who  need 
such  treatment,  usuaUy  aspiring  to  mere 
dominion,  hare  neither  delicacy  or  discri- 
mination  enough  to  care  or  understand 
why  it  is  granted  them.  Young  people 
are  very  i^t  to  miscall  wilfulness  by  the 
name  of  spirit,  which  term,  by-the-bye,  is 
so  often  applied  to  those  who  prefer  their 
own  will  to  that  of  every  other  person, 
and  is  altogether  so  indefinite,  that  for 
myself,  I  must  confess,  I  feel,  when  I  hear 
of  a  great  spirit,  as  I  should  if  people  said 
at  once,  very  obstinate  or  very  unruly. 
With  respect  to  your  relative  situation 
with  the  countess  Caltabellotta,  opposition 
will  make  her  an  irreconcilable  enemy; 
and  cheerfully  humouring  her,  a  very  ar- 
dait  friend;  and  every  sacrifice  which 
yoi)  make  tothe  g^Mral  happiness  of  his 
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family,  the  comfort  of  his  mother,  and 
thereby  to  his  own  ease  of  mind,  don  Si- 
gismund  will  not  fail  to  appreciate,  and 
the  more  highly,  as  he  was  not,  I  hear,  al- 
ways accustomed  to  it;  and  if  you  are  as 
happy  with  him  as  I  hope  you  will  be, 
his  approbation  will  be  more  than  a  reward 
for  all  ybur  self-control.  But  let  us  go  to 
my  room,  and  hear  if  Beatrice  has  sent 
again  to  the  Marina,  as  I  ordered." 


afX^  7KB  F^E^^DftOr 


CHAPTER  VIL 

CiiA  piety  the  discovd  healy 

Or  sMMindi  the  deatli*feud*8  enmity  T 
Can  Christian  lovey  ean  patriot  £e^lf 

Can  love  of  blessed  charity? 
No  ?  yftinly  to-  each  holy  shrine    • 

In  rautaal  pilgrimage  they  drew, 
ImplorM  in  vain  the  grace  divine,. 

For  chiefs  their  own  red  falchions  slew.. 

Walter  Scott. 

Federicq^  after  the  interview  with  his 
mother,  retired  to  his  own  apartment,  toa 
much  agitated  to  join  in  society ;  and  the 
baron  Pandolfina  being  occupied  in  public 
business,  don  Paolo  offered  his  services  to 
Gaetano  to  attend  him  wheresoever  he 
might  wish  to  ga 

Pignatelli,  anxious  to  cultivate  his  ac- 
quaintance, willingly  accepted  the  offer, 
and  they  left  the  castle  together,  having 
declined,  with  all  possible  civility,  the  pre- 


senceof  tbeohsequdoijLSjbaronedel  Nador^ 
vfhf)  seexQied  particularly  foixious  to  ingnir 
tiate  himself  with  the  nepheiy  of  the  vice^ 
roy,  but  met  with  little  exicouragemeDt 
in  his  obsequious  ^dulatip^. 

''I  wa,  I  iear,  parjticulady  mx^r^tt^}^ 
4sai4  Ga^tapo  to  hi|8  oompa^nioDt  ''  but  th? 
pro^WM^P^  of  thi^  new  frlm^  pf  ^ff^  tb? 
jbarpne  4el  N^^e^j  ^^  i^lPHwe  iu  the  exr 

tremfti  l«t¥^t  l?eJiu4€^4  fc^^  %i^;Q^^  hiji 

wish  he  would  transfer  his  numb^J^  ^ 

twt«ro»w<^«pwpl»pwt»1« <y^      who 

dily   and  patiently,  ^.1^  fqUt^  9f 'hw 
Jieigl^boiws ;  b§side§^4*:W<HilAtefhe>v 
Wwe  ?eg^.t<?  t;h§  p^en  i^  the  b^we^-* 

§#"  with  #»y  ftue  fM?j(^s?t94  w^  t^  higbr 

er^wer^f  w<l  liowffver' I^vilh  hengf^y  be 

in  his  speeches  to  youi$e¥».]^  wSl  9tSM 
find  an  ines;^^<i;ust^Ae  4iA^  1^  tiy  thp  tem- 
per of  ipy  yawf  ]4<Vsm»9-     I  ta»o^  that 

% 
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deserves  iiis  fulsome  flattery ;  but  at  the 
same  time  he  believes  Del  Nadore  to  be 
attached  to  his  interest,  and  that  he  is 
only  weak  and  foolish ;  whereas  I  know 
him  to  be  wicked  and  designing,  and  that 
the  first  advantage  gained  by  the  eneniies 
of  Fandolfina,  would  range  this  sycophant 
beneath  their  banners :  he  is  too  trifling  a 
character  to  make  him  dangerous,  but  I 
wish  we  had  not  so  many  doubtful  friends, 
or  rather  secret  enemies,  as  spie6  upon  our 
actions.** 

^*  The  character  of  the  baron  Pandolfina 
appears  to  be  such  as  to  disarm  the  power 
of  envy  and  detraction.** 
.  ^*  Quite  the  contrary,  my  young  friend ; 
with  every  feeling  of  regard,  afiection,  and 
respect  for  my  kinsman's  worth,  I  cannot 
foe  blind  to  those  imperfections,  rath»  in 
manner  than  in  disposition,  which  may 
one  day  be  the  origin  of  wide-spreading 
and  extensive  evil.** 

May  I  a^k  an  explanation  ?** 
Certainly,**  said  don  Paolo ;  '*  the  cha- 
racter  of  don  Giagomo  is  such  as  his 
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fHends  must  cbiitemplate  with  pride,  rach 
as  they  cannot  but  love,  respect,  and  aU 
most  idolize :  warm,  ardent,  and  sincere  in 
his  attachments— ^sinterested,  liberal,  and 
devoted  to  all  that  is  honourable,  good,  and 
great,  his  very  &ults  appear  to  spring  from 
an  excess  of  these  amiable  qualities :  some^* 
what  impetuous  in  his  abhorrence  of  every 
thing  which  militates  against  those  high 
and  chivalrous  prindples  which  absorb 
his  every  thought  and  feeling,  he  too  often 
iefxpresses,  in  open  unambiguous  terms,  his 
opinion  of  those  he  knows  to  have  been 
once  guilty  of  the  vices  he  detests.  Some 
of  the  highest  of  our  city  nobles,  whose  in- 
justice, peculation,  and  oppressive  tyranny^ 
had  reached  the  ears  of  the  baron,  he  has 
publicly  disgraced  and  eternally  ofikided. 
His  impetuous  feelings,  and  strict  honour, 
make  no  distinction  between  fiiends  and 
foes ;  but  where  he  finds  cause  for  censure, 
unreflectingly  and  openly  he  gives  it  way: 
conscious  of  the  rectitude  and  utility  of  his 
public  measures,  he  proceeds  directly  for- 
ward, and  neither  attempts  tosooih  the  pre* 
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jpdjces  of  the  wei^k,  hop  infiiini  the  iin« 
deratmding  of  th^  ignorant  Narrow-^ 
minded  ^n^  illiberal  persons  are  to  be 
found  in  every  aocdety.  At  a  distance 
from  the  scenes  of  public  action,  the  minds 
of  many  individuals^  habituated  to  the  same 
routine,  start  with  horror  from  every  imio- 
ifdtiim,  and  i^eoeive  ivith  c^ujtious  su^idon 
^eiy  improve^ient  on  t^eir  naotl  habits. 
Thci  edi^cat^n  of  4<^  QiaooKio  ^  hfm 
\n  the  Gou|:ts  of  ^wpesQi^  an4  ^ipgPy  an4 
tb?  en^igh^n^  ^a^  he  ii^em  ac^U^ 
ff^  unfortu^f t^y  #  tpo  bigl^  a  stftji^a^ 

fpit  the  meri^R  of  $|ciaco9  \  hence  many 
even  of  our  w^;U-4ifpc)sed  neighbours  re-: 
ga^l  the  alterations,  which  perhaps  they 
do  not  fully  comprehendi,  as  outrages  to 
their  hiihitu^  feelings  and  custcmis.  But 
I  ani  entering,"  he  added,  **  too  deeply 
ipto  this  subject ;  I  had  undertaken  to  in^ 
troduce  you  to  the  city,  not  to  the  citizens 
of  SciQCoa ;  we  are  now  on  the  Marina--^ 
that  buUdwg  b^ore  you  is  the  house  c^ 
the  Jewita*** 
f^Wheo  I  a^o^ted  your  Jdod  office^ 
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signer,'*  answered  Gitdattt>,  **  it  was  more 
from  a  des&e  to  imprOTe  my  iEicquaintance 
with  one  who  has  long  been  the  theme  of 
Fedeiieo^  panegyric,  tiian  of  parading 
through  the  streets  o^  Sciacca;  t\\t  vi^w 
from  this  Marina  however  is  strikingly 
magttificertt^— why  should  we  texteird  our 
perambulation  ?** 

As  you  please,**  answet^d  PerolTo; 

cwr  city  affords  but  few  attractions  to' 
any  one  accustomed  tb  the  splendours  of 
Palermo.'    The  castles  of  Luna  and  Pe* 
roUo  are  the  principal  private  buildings' 
here;  the  residents^  of  the  other  nobles  are 
far  inferior  in  every  respect." 

**  They  appear  to  be  numerous,  elegant, 
£md  modem  buildings,"  said  Gaetanb. 

^  Forty  barons  now  reside  within  the 
waUs,  ccmnected,  I  am  sorry  to  add,  by 
party  animosity  or  party  affection  with 
our  rival  houses ;   would  I  could  think,  • 
with  the  worthy  Geronimo  Ferrara,  that  * 
our  feuds  are  neariy  at  an  end !  but  nd- 
ther  the  character  of  don  Sigismund  di  * 
Luna^  iior  libat  df  Giaeomo  Perollb,  are 
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formed  to  dose  the  wounds  of  civil  discord, 
which  have  now  had  the  strength  of  ages 
to  fester  and  inflame." 

^Have  these  hereditary  contests  ex- 
isted so  long  then  ?"  asked  Gaetano. 

*'  Nearly  a  century  and  a  half  ago^  I  be- 
lieve we  may  date  the  unhappy  seeds  of 
contest." 

**  Long  and  anxiously,"  returned  Pig- 
natelli,  **  I  have  wished  to  hear  the  ori^n 
of  these  jars  and  animosities;  Federioo 
however  has  always  avoided  indulging  my 
curiosity." 

**  He  has,  I  hope,"  answered  don  Facdo, 
"  been  so  far  removed  from  the  scene  of 
party  rage,  that  it  has  at  present  stamped 
its  characters  but  feebly  on  his  mind,  and 
the  less  frequently  the  recollections  are 
recalled,  the  better ;  I  will  therefore  un- 
dertake the  ofSce  of  historian,  if  you  will 
accept  such  imperfect  accounts  as  my  me- 
mory can  furnish." 

•*  Most  gratefully,  signor,"  answered  his 
companion,  eager  to  accept  the  offer. 

Don  Paolo  then  proposed  that  they 
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should  retire  to  his  residence,  and  on  their 
way  thither  Gaetano  asked  his  opinion  of 
count  Luna. 

PeroUp  jsmiled  at  the  request — **  To  ask,^ 
he  saidj,  *^  the  character  of  the  chief  of 

« 

Luna  and  Feralta  from  any  member  oi 
our  family,  is  taxing  our  impartiality  and 
candour  somewhat  heavily,  but  I  will  try 
how  far  I  can  forget  the  prejudices  of 
birth  and  education,  to  reply  to  you.-* 
Sigismund  di  Luna  is,  I  believe,  brave, 
generous,  and  noble,  warm^-hearted  to  his 
friends,  enthusiastic  in  his  attachments, 
but  impetuous,  violent,  and  haughty; 
proud  of  his  illustrious  birth  and  family, 
he  looks  with  jealousy  on  the  superior 
power  and  popularity  of  don  Giacomo. 
The  count  is  young,  his  education  has 
been  confined,  and  his  mother  has  acquired 
a  power  over  him,  which  she  exerts  to  ir- 
ritate, rather  than  to  sooth  his  impetuous 
temper;  and  others  are  not  wanting  to  as* 
sist  hex.  The  rank  and  influence  of  don 
Si^mund  in  Stiaoca  having  made  him 
the  rallying  point  of  all  whom  ^is  rival  has 
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o^fendea,  dftd  these  men  liilitiiig  to  com-  * 
pass  their  revenge,  cotrtitttiraHy  nrge  him 
cm  by  every  argument  their  hatred  and 
vengeance  can  dlctatfe:  in  dlinost  any 
other  (Case,  the  generous  good-nature  of 
Pandolfina  would  make  aftowance  for  the 
s^ies  of  a  hot-headed  young  mto  driven 
to  hostilities  by  thbSe  around  hirti ;  but 
the  hereditary  dislike  whidh  eatly  educa- 
tion has  planted  in  htm  ag&ihst  the  Very 
liames  of  Luna  a\id  Peralla,  tto  power  <jf 
reason  can^eradicate,  aftd  he  too  coiiimoh-  • 
ly  indulges  in  ridiculing  the  iheflfe^tual 
threats  and  denurfciatioiis  6f  his  enertiies, 
with  the  pO&ipOtis  grandeur,  and  pefhai* 
arrogant  pti^tensioris,  6f  don  Sigismund 
himself,** 

Having  readhed  the  h6\i»e  of  don  Paolo, 
his  nfew  friend  lost  no  time  in  gratifying' 
Pignatelli  with  the  promised  detail. 

''  Our  family,  in  this  unhappy  history," 
said  Pepoilb,  *'  may  pisrhaps  be  justly  dort- 
demned  as  the  first  transgressors;  andte  I 
cannot  "but  ftel  i  bias  to  their  side,  you 
mui^  in  justice,  sighO)",  make  aU  due'^o^t^- 
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ance  for  my  prejudices;  but  I  will,  with 
all  the  impartiality  I  can  command,  re- 
count  the  rise  and  progress  of  these  evils. 
It  is  necessary  to  go  back  as  far  as  the 
death  of  don  Nicholo  Peralta,  count  of 
Caltabellotta,  one  of  our  first  Sicilian  no- 
bles, of  royal  lineage,  and  of  enormous 
wealth.  His  death  took  place  about  the 
year  1391,  leaving  behind  him  three  daugh- 
ters>  his  coheiresses,  Giovanna,  Margarita, 
and  Costanza,  between  whom  the  accumu.- 
lated  honours,  riches,  and  possessions  of  the 
house,  were  to  be  divided ;  whilst  the  inhe- 
ritance they  derived  from  their  mother, 
Elizabetha  Chiaramonte,  added  to  their 
paternal  domains,  made  them  the  wealthi- 
est heiresses  of  their  time.  By  their  father's 
will,  however,  they  were  restricted  from 
marrying,  without  the  consent  of  don  Mar- 
tin, king  of  Aragon  and  Sicily,  the  infanta 
Leonora  of  Aragon,  their  grandmother, 
the  cardinal  of  Santa  Chiesa,  the  count  of 
Modica,  and  one  or  two  other  noble  rela- 
tives, amongst  whom  was  don  Giacomo 

VOL.  I.  L 


Pttoflo,  'ford?  of  Casteldmiare:  Srofi  k^  Va- 
riety Off  guardians  to  propitfeUte;  iDfglit 
have  made  any  ^itor  hopeless,  dnd  in  en- 
dfeavouring  to  secure  his  daiigfrCens  ffom 
improper  matches,  don  Nlcholo  bi&d^alnMst 
condemned^  them  to  perpetual*  ceRfitecy. 

"  Giovanna,  the  eldest,  dii^d  ^opn  after 
her  fattter,  and  Arfcalo  di  Ltina,  relyihg^dh 
hlis  relationship  to  his  sovereign,  dbfr  Mkr- 
tfh,  demanded  the  lady  Margarita,  heiit»^ 
of  the  county  of  Caltabettotta,  in  marriage; 
hut  his  demand,  though  supported'  by  the 
consent  and  authority  of  the  monarch,  wdsr 
iristantly  rejected  by  the  infanta,  by  Glia- 
como  Perollo,  and  all  the  other  gu^ibni^. 
Luna  however  persevered,  and  after  many 
months  dispute,  the  sovereign  authority 
was  exerted,  and  the  king  command'edthe 
marriage  to  be  sofemnized,  whilst  the  othef 
parties  could  only  prottest  in  vahr  agsdmt 
the  act. 

"From  this  union  of  the  houses  of  Lu- 
na and  Peralta,  their  descend^dnts  hsiVe 
since  borne  the  united*  names  of  both  tfieir 
progenitors.    Antonio  di  Luna  tend  Pe- 


raUa,  OKuat  oiB  Caltdbe&eMa^  asA  gnatcK 
oonstaUe  ctf:  the  Imi^dmii,  was  tber  ftrslr, 
fruit  of  the  marriage  of  don  Avtalo  anjk 
Margarita.  The  opposition  of  den*  6hK«> 
oonM  P^rdllo  bad  throughout  thedisoaB-ir 
sionr  been  activeand  detemmied^  am  eSBsm^: 
which  Artalo  di  LunaineviBr  oould  foi^rwt 
the  hatred  which  rankled  iii'  bia  bosoMt 
descended  to  bds  son^  and  count  Antbino^ 
remembered  but  too  wdl  the  iesBsns  e^ 
inreconeilable  enmity  he  had  iiiibrbed« 
agxinst  our  house,  of  which  Pietm  iPen^ 
lo^  baron  of  San  Bartolomdo,  was' the  first' 
to  feel  the  effects :  against  him^  the  ctmnt 
inriiluted  a  suit,  and  finally  sueoeeded  iii« 
depraving  him  of  his  barony. 

^*  -The  fierce  temper  of  Perolto  cotlldl 
iH  brook  this  injury-^  he  considered  that 
he  had  been-  unjustly  deprived  of  bi9  hm^ 
dktasj  i^ts^and  vofwed never  topufthcr 
armour  from  Ma  back,  ttllhe  had  fiilly  aitdf 
deeply  revenged  his  wrongs^  on  tte@^  ImA^ 
ji^  Antonia  d&  iiuna.  Knowittg' the^  ttUtti'' 
ttal^sphrit  of  doniPiftftm^  his^MSi^^iO^  and^ 


290  THE   FEUDS  OF 

determined  perseverance,  and  dreading  the 
voigeance  of  his  powerful  connexions,  the 
count  Antonio  withdrew  to  Caltabellotta, 
and  fortified  himself  s^inst  the  attacks 
with  which  he  was  threatened  by  ^on 
Pietro's  vow  of  vengeance.  From  the 
fortress  of  count  Luna,  emissaries  were 
continually  sent  out,  by  private  assassina- 
tion to  cut  off  the  object  of  his  hatred  and. 
fear ;  but  the  valour  and  activity  of  Pietro, 
and  his  devoted  friends,  preserved  him 
from  their  snares;  whilst  these  instances 
of  ;  discovered  treachery  served  only  to 
strengthen  the^etermination  of  the  party 
of  PeroUo,  and  incite  them  more  violently 
to  pursue  and  to  exterminate  their  insi- 
dious foe. 

"  The  faithful  and  ancient  ally  of  our 
house,  count  (Jeraci  and  Ventimiglia,  join- 
ed his  .powerful  aid,  and  warmly  espoused 
the  cause  of  don  Pietro,  having  himself 
bew  deeply  injured  by  Antonio  di  Luna. 
Many  were  their  deliberations  on  the  means . 
of  compassing  their  plans  of  vengeance;  but 
whilst  within  the  walls  of  Caltabellotta, 
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their  enemy  might  mock  at  their  power, 
and  defy  their  most  violent  assaults.  This 
he  appeared  so  well  aware  (^,  that  for 
some  months  he  never  ventured  beyond 
his  walls,  and  frustrated  all  tlieir  intended 
schemes  and  resolutions ;  but  the  hour  of 
their  revenge  arrived  at  length.  To-mor- 
row, as  you  have  heard,  signor,  is  the  an- 
niversary of  the  festival  of  the  Santa  Spina. 
These  relics  were;  conferred  on  the  con- 
vent of  Santa  Maria  d'Istria  by  one  of  the 
ancestors  of  the  Peralta  family,  and  his 
descendants  have  at  all  times  most  scrii- 
pulously  attended  this  feast. 

**  The  count  Antonio,  trusting  to^  the 
sanctity  of  the  occasion,  and  to  the  time 
which  had  elapsed,  determined  to  leave 
his  retirement,  and  not  abandon  the  at- 
tendance which  all  his  family  had  shewn 
to  the  relics,  ^nee  first  count  William  had 
bestowed  them  on  the  convent.  Of  his 
determination,  the  friends  of  PeroUo  were 
well  aware,  and  blinded  by  their  fury,  re- 
garded not  the  holiness  of  the  meeting ; 
before  the  torrent  of  their  vindictive  fr^n- 
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wfj  jdl  the  fbamms'Of  >pk*r»  r^tts^^  ^^^ 
humanily,  vciie  urapt  Mvagr^  ondievcasn 
tiiie  sacred  procession  tfaejr  I'efishnk  lo  shtd 
'tiie  Uood  of  Antmrie  di  Luna. 

**  The  annii/icrsaBy  of  to-raamsVf  m  tike 
year  1455,  gave  knrth  to  4ui  event,  wUrii 
no  time  can  ever  leisMUeate  dSaon  the  ioae- 
^raorj  of  Luna  4>r  ftenoHa,  las  long  as  tfaoir 
twBimes  enduiie  in  fieioeea.  As  has  akrays 
dbeen  the  ease,  'Ae  ^tracts  wem  tthnia^sd 
1^  daybreak  with  tiseiaaHMdiaf  viUs|garD 
anddti^ens;  the  sdiAes^ir  the  flnfieHnd- 
ing  oewrtrjr,  with  all  their  Tassais  and  >«e- 
tainers,  were  asaeaodbied  to  gaaoe  tke  :ap- 
feranit^ ;  tiie  balootiies And  irindewrs,  fiUed 
arith  the  females  mi  rank,  and  the  JbaUs 
item  the  ohuiiohes,  jumiKmced  the  hour 
£>r  (Che  faroeession  io  begin.  Aniasiioted 
arrived  tlie  evening  before,  <with  a  mune- 
'MHis'train  of  valiant  cavaliers,  at  theCaslel- 
\o  di  Luna ;  and  Perollo,  with  his  band, 
were  placed  in  aoibash  m  oneof  the  streets 
through  which  t^e  pageant  was  to  ^pass. 
In  breathless  anxiety  don  Pietro  and  his 
^nends  awaited  the  hour  whieh  should  gva- 
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tp^  their  ^anguiDary  vejageimcei  thp  i5a- 
cred  bai^n^TS  ^f  thp  yjaripujs  iconvi^jite  were 
^^h^^>  tb^  liO^y  relics  hoipe  thwjjgh 
4:1^  jitneets  1(7  iJie  prior  of  Swta  IV^jfoa, 
;|:p4  >&iUowed  by  the  Doblei^  j^  tbe  o^^  nt 
\Vrbo$^J)/^iv;a9  oopot  Lun^:  tiweprpo^ 
$^n  b^d  madjiqd  tbi^  qpen  spa^  before  ti^e 
4(bim^  af  St  IffichQlas  and  Santa  Cat^H^, 
iiiJtieD,  ^b  ^jutsof  iriumpbiwdre)^p|ge, 
^^ei:^jilo  $^id  )4$  .a$sociaie3  ^luc^t  ^om  tteiir 

ooncealment    No  momeujt  ^as  I0A;  ^fpr 
I99ay[)ei)r  fitf*  defeoee.;  ^besswwd  of  iPietro 
j|;ia4  iell^  Antonip  to  tb^.  groimdt  be£bfe 
hj«3^^  or  ihoise  about  bkn^  were  jawa^e 
&PW  wbwQe  the  danger  cai»e;  oon&ifion 
HAd  dismay  ^jpread  rapidly  ^ound;  tbe 
gf^oen  of  J'elijgim,  and  unanned  .citizens, 
jp^  jfi  all  directions  .to  their  churches  and 
ji^QUses,  .and  the  city  resounded  with  cries 
of  terrpr  and  alarm ;  no  one  knew  the  ex- 
tentx)f  tbe  evil  which  they  feared ;  screams 
of  murder  and  affright  were  echoed  £pom 
jope  to  another,  and  the  £»ultitude  on  all 
4de$  dispersed  ^om  the  sc^»e  of  blood  ^d 
jsi^tcril^e,  th^  victorious  .a^^^lanl^indidged 
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unopposed  their  thirst  for  revenge;  the 
wounded  and  mangled  body  of  Luna  was 
trodden  in  the  dust  by  their  adherents, 
who,  having  satiated  their  fury,  left  their 
enemy,  as  they  supposed,  the  slaughtered 
victim  of  their  successful  enterprise,  and, 
mounting  their  horses,  fled  through  the 
gate  of  St.  Nicholas,  to  shelter  themselves 
in  the  Castle  of  Geraci,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  Ventimiglia,  an  aider  and  abettor 
in  the  outrage. 

"  The  first  moments  of  surprise  having 
passed  over,*  the  friends  of  Luna  rallied 
round  his  body,  which  had  been  abandon- 
ed during  the  confusion ;  and  the  opposite 
party  having  fled,  they  conveyed  it  with- 
out any  obstruction  to  the  Castel  di  Luna. 
Life  was  not  extinct,  and  by  the  care  and 
skill  of  his  attendants,  the  count  was  re- 
stored to  animation,  and  after  a  long  and 
tedious  confinement,  finally  recovered  fi^om 
the  barbarous  attack. 

"  With  returning  life  and  strength,  the 
bosom  of  don  Antonio  throbbed  for  ven- 
geance and  redress :  it  required  no  more 
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than  a  plain  statement  of  facts  to  call, 
round  the  standard  of  Luna  and  Peralta, 
every  friend  whom  the  ties  of  blood  or 
friendship  had  connected  with  their  race. 
Nobles  and  dependants  crowded  in  num- 
bers to  his  aid,  and  when  capable  of  lead- 
ing his  faithful  followers,  he  found  a  nu- 
merous and  willing  multitude,  ready  and 
anxious  to  avenge  their  chieftain's  cause, 
and  wreak  his  vengeance  on  all  the  name 
of  Perollo. 

"  In  vuin  they  searched  every  house  and 
castle  belon^ng  to  his  family.  Pietro,  in 
safety  under  Geraci's  roof,  escaped  their 
vindictive  purpose;  but  fire  and  sword 
were  unsparingly  let  loose  s^inst  all  his 
vassals  and  adherents ;  marks  of  the  deso- 
lation which  they  spread  abroad  may  still 
be  seen  around  the  neighbouring  country, 
and  for  some  months  these  scenes  of  havoc 
and  destruction  were  continued,  involving 
the  innocent  and  the  guilty  in  one  com- 
mon ruin ;  every  law  was  outraged  and  in- 
sulted ;  till  at  length  the  royal  power  was 

L  8 
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odled  fiMftk,  ami  both  ^rfies1iatiisbed£rain 
the  islatid  *,  kmft  after  eeme  tftpae  of  ttime, 
king  AlpAionm  samiMonedi  toimioromttiie 
'Oontendihg  chi^s,  «a  puUie  veooncSKation 
mm  Reeled,  'md  bcth  nBtuned  rto^dnoca ; 
yd:  8feiH  4iie^ndiei«  i«f  their  ^ittred  iwve 
I30iitinued  hunaing  fiercely  under  this4iut- 
mvoA  fitiow,  amd  sitioe  tUiait  day,  iiioiigh 
MRiewbit  damped  and  weakemd,  isme 
fiever  been  eKting«iilied,  md,i^h  Hie 
dispositions  of  the  present  chiciB  i)f  the 
two  Actions,  ime,  I  fear,  moiie  Uk^ly  to 
flame  out  anew,  dian  to  exfrim  in  oUtmion 
9nA  p«Ke.  Smeh,  my  yoivhg  ^friendy^jadd- 
ed  don  PaDio,  ^  are  'the  tfiDundatixiiifi  on 
wlMti  this  cinfertvnate  ifeod  i»th  arben ; 
awdberless  bickerings  and  irritating  <ctr- 
49ani9UaiQe6  iwtve  at^vsniaustimeB  oeounied 
fto  manifest  <;iie  dssposilions  of  both  >pai4ies 
to  renew  rthose  ^deeds  ef  >opai  Tiokaoe^  of 
<wlitehyou lame  jost  Jteard  AekmgHekmi ; 
yomr  patienoe  lias  ibaen  triad,  and  yomr 
iNUMsity  picftxifaly  been  idnappokited  in 
4he  iMrmtion,  idiieh  oidy  naconds  Hk  our 
tual  acts  of  ungai^erned  passion  and  re- 
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yenge,  eo  lojpg  dii^raceful  to  the  bousesi  of 
Jmx\9,  and  PeroUo." 

GaetmK)  eK^presaed  his  gratitude  to  don 
Plu>lo  for  the  trouble  be  bad  given  bicn, 
and  thmiked  him  for  the  interesting  his- 
tQiy  of  event^y  $o  nearly  connected  with 
bise^Uest  friend — "In  Federico,"be#d4ed, 
**  all  hatred  to  the  bouse  of  Luna  i?  eixtipet, 
and  £roin  the  principles  be  has  imbibed^  I 
&el  xx)nvinced  that  no  private  wrong  \^ill 
induce  bim  to  involve  bis  family  and  friepds 
m  civil  broils;  nor  wiU  be  ever  assume  to 
luniself  the  right  of  redressing  his  indivi- 
dual ^quarrels,  by  any  outrage  to  the  laws 
and  justice  of  bis  4»>untry." 

"  Would  that  don  Sigismund,"  repUed 
Percdlo,  "  bad  received  in  early  life  the 
.^vantages  whi^  Fed^rico  has  ^joyi^, 
ti^  be  had  been  jetnoved  from  these 
,^nej^  and  from  the  arts  of  those  wiio  now 
wnround  bim:  be  is  nat»  I  believe,  natu- 
caUy  iU-disposed^  but  the  lessons  of  bis 
;moth€vr»  and  the  <x>astant  excjltatipns  of  t;he 
f99iy  ^bout  bim,  (have  i^Qdened  kvn  imU 
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aUe^  and  jealous  of  every  act  don  Gia- 
tspiino   performs.     His  narrow   education 
prevents  his  entering  into  the  liberal  and 
enlightened    plans    of   Pandolfina;    and 
even  some  marks  of  civility,  which  my 
kinsman's  benevolent  disposition  shews  to 
bO,  have  been  rejected  by  Luna  with  in- 
suit  and  disdain :  his  late  wife,  the  coun- 
tess Lucretia,  as  niece  to  Clement,  violent- 
ly espoused  the  cause*  of  the  pontiff,  and 
for  the  sake  of  his  Imperial  master,  most 
cordially  detested  the  loyalty  of  Pandolima ; 
but  she  is  now  no  more ;  strange  and  mys- 
terious rumours  are  abroad  respecting  her 
sudden  death ;  but  such  are  always  preva 
lent,  when  any  one  of  rank  is  snatched 
away  without  a  previous  illness ;  internal 
and  domestic  discord   interrupted   count 
Sigismund's  matrimonial  comfort ;  his  mo- 
ther and  his  wife,  both  fond  of  power,  tor- 
mented him  by  ceaseless  contests,  yet  the 
marriage  was  the  ardent  wish  of  the  elder 
lady,  and  the  character  of  count   Luna 
stands  too  high  for  suspicion  to  attadi  to 
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him ;  the  various  rumours  are  most  likely 
the  vague  discourses  of  the  ignorant  and 
idle/' 

"  The  affianced  bride  of  don  Sigismiind," 
said  Gaetano,  **  appears  to  be  all  that  is 
captivating  in  manners  and  disposition, 
and  a  lovelier  person  never  was  beheld." 

"  The  baron  Solanto,'*  observed  don 
Paolo,  "  is  powerful  and  wealthy ;  he  will, 
I  hope,  take  up  his  abode  in  Sciacca,  and 
not  leave  this  young  creature  exposed  to 
the  violence  of  count  Luna,  the  ill  humour 
of  his  mother,  the  machinations  of  the 
baron  Adriano,  and  the  terrors  of  Accursi 
d'Amato's  friendship  and  acquaintance. 
Such  are  the  friends  of  her  destined  hus- 
band, and  the  inmates  of  Luna  Castle,  that, 
unprotected  and  at  a  distance  from  her  fa- 
mily, she  would  be  exposed  to  certain  mi- 
sery, without  a  friend  to  advise  or  to  assist 
her." 

"  The  baron  Solanto,*"  replied  Pigna- 
telli,  **  is  a  brave  and  noble  soldier ;  the 
baroness  gentleness  itself;  they  surely  will 
not  sacrifice  their  only  child  to- such  an  ill- 
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k(93i^g  Qoim^vpn,  when  <fu,Eth€r  injdksiapy 
4iii8  ^»ade  theca  Baoce  iteqimiBted  with  the 
fiunily  of  count  Luna." 

.  ^'  Tke  w(»kh  and  pow^  ppsMaped  by 
t^  irebtiv^  of  lady  Costaow,  I  a|fire- 
ibifi4>''  »id  FarollGi^ ""  will  4empt  ihiet  own- 
tefsis  fiQ  iu,S(^  «¥^y  iir^fiae  wlneb  vinay  4is- 
,|^iae  Js^cMtav^lfdl^sitiaKi;  and  if  the 
MNLU»t  hioQself  4s  K^pl&vfiA^  %  Aier  heaoty 
ANd  ¥iFti|«s,  at  :sfiii  >e  wqEie  raitiakit  ^iqppn 
,jm  vadeQoa  i^l^^ranimo  B^ipilta  cap  atAll 
(imm$  gloes  loimr  faSs  foaiigpiant  fmifKws ; 
wfaikt  for  tAtf^mm  d'^AmatQ,  .^^u4red  as 
Jne  generally  4s  ki  onysteiy  and  darksaeas^  it 
Mf^  be  bnig  brfare  they  have  anioiqpoirtu- 
>iiity  of  &H»Kii^  an  opinion  of  dik  tnsiA  cha- 
.raotiBi;.'' 

^This^gnor  d'Asoato  appeai3S4i8tfaq9e- 
iljr-flNispidous  f&rwmi*  »iA  Gaetano ;  ^  if  I 
aufitakenot,  he  intended  us  mi  jntervsiew 
upon  our  journey.** 

.  ^  Indeed  r  entdeimed  don  Paolo,  look- 
«g  fwofieitttly  at  his  oompanioa. 

''  He  Appears  to  ha^e  fi^lwured  EfAmco 
iftom  jPateano:;  &ptifita  mv  bim  &at  at 


AioBXQfn  {next  fbe  ^ippwred  ^Amidst  ^e 
ruins  of  Segesta ;  afterwsmbt  by  entetwg 
tbeuBstle  zin  tttie  tatin  Hif  tlie  h^Moess  So- 
sbtntOy  heiieariff  Sttcaeeded  in  irfaebing*i«ir 
dbettber:tt  Cartel  Vietraoo,  but  mn»  atomi- 
ed  by  '^  mitortiess  of  the  ii^nrified  40mfs- 
4Se^  who  dept  in  the  ^rHieoQmr 

**  And  from  whom  did  you  lexm  ^ikfAit 

^  Wie  »hfive  .only  jsuspidbn  to  ;gttide  iw,*' 
Boid  G^etoiD:;  '*  havkig  iheavd  that  be  deft 
Cestel  VietaNia  ithat  wgfat;,iaiid  crcmed  iflie 
ifiutmmiMi  tiae  iscad  to  Soiaeoa." 

*^  It  iiafi  been  isseparted,"  isaod  dm  ^Paolo, 
^  tAat  4ie  3ias  £»r  sonoe  thne  [been  confined 
by  illness ;  but  he  may  have  Jbeen  absent 
ionaoiBir  daiic  sBfaeiw  of  caasaaskiation  and 


^  ^Efae  dttfloriptiQ&  tof  diini  by  BpiptwtsLy 
dhoagh  jai^i^borlB  of  (the  hmaiierticmettiiie, 

iifith  ammt  csdmftmm  tmrntmrnicfi  nmd 
(wr ;  imRrctring  fdHiBBei  i«f  bladlt:  iS^alimrs» 

lAbeiftaiwtiAstiai  ofAegpaktiwrPiiiiiMi^gir, 
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who  appeared  to  the  valet  as  more  than  a 
mortal  visitant" 

**  Though  a  little  exaggerated,  the  por- 
trait must  have  been  taken  from  the  ba- 
rone  della  Bardia,  and  answers  perfectly 
to  his  usual  habit  and  appearance.'* 

**  But  how  can  Federico  have  given  him 
offence  ?*• 

"  In  being  the  son  of  don  Giacomo  Pe- 
roUo,  a  crime  in  the  eyes  of  Della  Bardia 
to  justify  even  midnight  murder ;  his  vin- 
dictive fury  against  Pandolfina  has  in  it 
perhaps  more  deadly  malice  than  all  the 
house  of  Luna  are  possessed  with.** 

"  And  whence  did  this  arise  ?•*  asked 
Pignatelli. 

**  Placed  in  one  of  the  principal  offices 
in  Sciacca,"  replied  PeroUo,  "  his  violence, 
extortion,  and  oppression,  called  forth  the 
severest  censures  of  my  kinsman,  who,  by 
the  power  the  viceroy  has  conferred  upon 
him,  dismissed  d'Amato  from  his  office 
with  ignominy  and  reproach,  obliging  him 
to  restore,  in  some  degree,  the  fruits  of  his 
rapacity,  and  exposing  him  before  the  as- 
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sembled  council  of  the  dty.  The  deep 
and  deadly  vow  of  vengeance  which  the 
infuriated  baron  uttered,  was  heard  by 
Pandolfina  with  contempt,  and  only  an- 
swered by  derision  and  defiance ;  for  my- 
self, I  cannot  but  wish  that  a  less  hostile 
method  had  been  taken  in  his  dismis^, 
though  Delia  Bardia  certainly  deserved  the 
correction  he  rieceived.  The  time  how- 
ever, signor  Pignatelli,  has  worn  apace, 
and  requires  our  return  to  the  castle.  I 
had  intended  to  ask  from  you  some  ac- 
count of  the  habits  and  manners  of  Fede- 
rico ;  but  I  have,  I  find,  been  leading  on  a 
conversation,  which  has  carried  us  to  sub- 
jects of  a  far  different  nature." 

**  I  think,  signor,"  said  Gaetano,  •*  that 
you  will  find  that  Federico  has  as  few,  if 
not  fewer,  vices  than  any  of  his  contempo- 
raries in  age  and  rank ;  but  you  will  per- 
haps find  cause  to  wish  that  he  was  not 
possessed  of  feelings  quite  so  vehement, 
and  susceptible  of  impressions  quite  so  last- 

On  his  return  to  the  castle,  Gaetano  was 


<eQGountered  hf  ames9mg&r^  who  imd  he$n 
jf9nt  i9  Infiirm  kim  that  a  cop^  fimin 
Trapani  bad  brought  ^i^tchiss  fyt  bkn, 
whieh  sveiT^^f  »mem^rtmc^9  mi  i¥^bi|^h 
be  found  to  opnt^in  intd%€^e.iiefptBc^i]^ 
ti»e  afi&k*  of  the  unBortuaate  ^^avalifr  iiiap- 
^ati^i^  (wbo  iva$  at  tb^  time  ^e^pfimd  by 

ti^t  iK)\v^  iidmgs  hf  had  cecQi;red  fyom  the 
MxH^rmmf  w<bp  hyd  a^n  \^^  -cf^siiio  in 
flaiDf^  rQjx  Hi^  oigbt  of  its  d^stcuQ^w* 
Tbi^  wer^  xetumed  to  Trapani*  ^nd  je- 
ported  .thai:  tbey  bad  obsen/ied^  ton^ardaibe 
dose  ^  ^ewj^,  «  %ht  ibaUop  bov^nqg 
ijff  the  coaat^  and  from  its  m^ficioua  .ap- 
pearance, it  was  perhaps  •cme  -of  the  pvatic 
ir^ssels  ndth  which  the  seas  w^fse  infested. 
Thif  iftformtioii  vm  too  v^gue  for  hqpe, 
yet  anlfiei^ntly  well  authenticated  to  ^- 
fiite  tbe  most  agonizing  feelings  of  sus- 
pense in  the  bosom  c^  the  father;  and 
n^akeiaed  as  he  had  been  by  previous 
^ef  aad  an:^i^«  it  had  brought  on  so 
severe  an  indisposition  as  to  have  confined 
ifakn  to  his  bed.    Under  these  curoum- 


fitence%  lie  imA  iUfiUBi  iaia  jmofada^  lo 

he  had  received,  but  without  su^(fiSi^Dg 
mnyfkaofCif'ftfKxeiang,  ««diMOy  ^etmriuded 
hfy  )laiiieiitiBg  ^the  Mtseoois  of  ibis  yomig 

PignatalU  if&tui^^  w^^ 'F<^i»fi9Ch^ 
A'  Tott  'mifttt  ti0si9t  ineu"  be  md^  ^*  P^vciUo, 

Antk  to  mmI  isie  ihenM  without  deby ."^ 

d^eitemo  wais  siknt*  lim  t  (few  nnwofiHis, 
witb  ^om^lmimt,  ^vd  'Gm^no  pvA  iMto 

j|ig#^ad  il^  b«  <#h»etiwe4,  41^  Hgtitifit  fso 

<bst  tktU  ^  1S9W  4i#  kwwi^uite  l)apefit 
«vMch  if  89  :to  be  J»oped  ifrom  n  ^um^io 

"^  Jurt  tt$  «iw6iilt  my  fy^Xs ' wd  p^ntit 

^  To  ihe  fonner  paitKif  th^  ipii9f«ml»  I 
iflear  Fodenpcv  ^cn&  *&i»  inamriiMUHiriile 
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objections ;  besides,  any  companion  might 
impede  my  motions ;  but  your  father  shall 
decide." 

On  the  first  mention  of  the  project,  the 
baron  Pandolfina  hesitated  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  Gaetano*8  proposed  voyage,  and 
the  propriety  of  his  undertaking  it  with- 
out the  approbation  of  his  uncle;  but  when 
every  circumstance  was  fully  explained  to 
him,  he  gave  his  decided  approbation  to 
the  plan,  and  even  added  further  argu- 
ments in  its  favour,  by  confirming  the  sup- 
position that  the  destruction  of  the  cas^o 
had  been  effected  by  pirates,  as  he  had  re- 
ceived intelligence,  in  his  official  capacity, 
that  such  vessels  had  lately  been  sieen  off^the 
coasts,  and  in  some  instances  the  crews 
fix)m  them  had  landed  by  stealth,  destroy- 
ed detached  houses,  and  carried  the  inha- 
bitants into  slavery ;  the  western  coast  was 
also  at  the  time  peculiarly  liable  to  such 
aggressions,  a  powerful  Turkish  fleet 
cruising  between  Sicily  and  Malta,  and  no 
European  power  sufficiently  free  from  con- 
tests nearer  home,  to  engage  against  the 
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enemies  of  Christendom ;  plunder  and  cap-  • 
tives  seemed  to  be  the  great  object' of  the  ^ 
marauders,  and,  except  in  cases  of  violent 
resistance,  they  had  sacrificed  but  few  lives. 
The  daughter  of  Landolini  might  then  i 
probably   be  spared — might  possibly   be 
restored  to  her  disconsolate  father. 

The  full  use  of  his  power  and  influence  . 
in  any  way  was  freely  offered  by  the  baron, 
who  engaged  to  provide  means  for  the. 
voyage,  and  to  furnish  Gaetano  with  an 
introduction  to  the  secret  agent  of  the  Si- 
cilian government  at  Tunis.  With  regard 
to  Federico  attending  his  friend,  don  Gia- 
como  opposed  it,  upon  the  plea  of  its  inuti« 
lity,  and  the  chance  that  it  might  prove 
an  impediment  to  Pignatelli.  To  put  the 
remonstrances  of  his  son  to  silence  at  once, 
he  urged  the  distress  it  would  be  to  his 
mother  to  part  with  him  immediately  on 
his  arrival,  and  promised  that  if  Gaetano, 
on  reaching  Tunis,  considered  the  presence 
of  his  friend  as  likely  to  forward  his  de- 
signs, that  he  should  be  permitted  to  fol- 
low without  delay.     It  was  impossible  for 


Sfft  VHK:  nrami/ox 

th0i  fiMeuoiljfi  aioiaiifijniisBlJi  tid.  1v  amAu 
thift  night;  batroni  tfanr  Ibttowin^crraiifl^^ 
the^ftareni  tiicRi^^t  esnaty/  thing  wmdcb  hf 
iiKindiRi^  mid  that  tiief'iBiitMild^  iK^^ 
iiiiBtflnddhtvtimQf.bOTe*lelnim  t07  w 
oarthv^pmpcr  tftqfVite-bo^tHkm  randiitr>M» 
resolved  Adt;  tto  tniBgmlb  sbcnildot!^  be 
iisontiottcMl  to  tb^  <!iMf)d6nC}sA'  inttnbcvft  of 
tbe  facnily,  and  ^ttt  Ca^tMo;  bf  tftwtidi 
in|g  thec^ebration  6f  the  feMAi«A  <ffi  die 
morrdir^  shottldf  Mdmvdw  to  pfe^tOymiy 
smpmtsnfrMa  bekig  exeifted  tha«  an  ai*' 
poditimiioftiie  Idtid^wa^^iivaigiita^n. 
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Di  itebbtoso  ctiscUgno^  ed  oT'  d'^ore^         Tassq# 

As  t*fe  6uh  rose  the  next  (fey,  the  artill^ 
of  the  city  of  Sdacca  procfeimed  the  ap- 
proaching festival ;  they  were  answered' 
ft6m  the  battleiiients  of  Perotlo  Castfe; 
and  to  honour  tlie  devotion  of  the  citizens, 
the  vessels  in  the  bay  hoisted'  their  gayest 
colours,  and  saluted  the  rising  fight  by  a 
discharge  of  all  their  arms,  whilst  the  betts 
from  the  various  churches  and  convents 
sounded  a  dieafehing  peal  within  the  wallis. 
The  gates  had  been  thronged  for  hours  by 
the  peasants,  and  hundreds  had  pattentTy 
taken  their  statiohs  in  the  streets  through 
wftfcM  the  ^roees^ibn  was  to  pass;  their 
Fl6(!ftlst»  fiH^^  with  boilM  m^te  fbr  thdf 
skbdisteflce  through  the  day,  and  thdr 
mitid^iUny  oocui»[ed'wh;h  tJiaar  own  splM- 
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did  appearance  in  their  holiday  clothes, 
and  the  anticipated  grandeur  and  solemni- 
ty of  their  annual  pageant,  they  felt  nei- 
ther anxiety  nor  impatience,  but  quietly 
waited  for  hours  the  procession  of  the  holy 
relics. 

The  devotion  of  a  Sicilian  peasant  has 
no  gloomy  Calvinistic  character,  is  neither 
torpid  nor  indifferent,  but  is  the  delight, 
the  business,  the  amusement  of  his  life. 
If,  through  attachment  to  some  particular 
saint  or  image,  he  misdirects  his  prayers 
and  adoration,  still  his  faith  is  ardent  and 
sincere,  and  his  services  are  paid  with  warm 
and  enthusiastic  pleasure.  The  days  which 
are  consecrated  to  the  feasts  and  festivals 
of  their  church,  are  neither  spent  in  Baccha- 
nalian revels,  nor  misanthropic  and  gloomy 
seclusion,  but  in  participating  with  all 
around  them  in  the  joy  and  hilarity  which 
such  seasons  bring.  The  gay  and  splen- 
did dresses  of  the  saints,  and  their  religious 
attendants,  the  lights  and  music  in  their 
churches,  aided  by  the  charms  of  statuary 
and  painting,  are  felt  by  the  lowest  and 
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most  uneducated  amongst  them ;  their  ha- 
bits are  temperate,  their  indulgences  few, 
and  the  relaxation  of  their  religious  cere- 
monies, the  first  and  greatest  pleasure 
which  they  know. 

Amidst  the  crowd  assembled  in  the 
streets  of  Sciacca  to  witness  the  procession 
of  the  day,  there  was  no  riot  or  confusion. 
To  a  stranger,  perhaps,  the  vehement  tones 
and  gesticulations  of  some  of  the  parties, 
might  have  been  mistaken  for  debate  and 
strife,  but  was  in  fact  only  the  natural 
effusion  of  their  buoyant  spirits  and  habi- 
tual animation;  all  was  order,  peace,  and 
happiness  amongst  the  multitude  assem- 
bled on  the  occasion  :  but  individuals  there 
were  within  the  walls,  in  whose  bosoms 
the  festive  sounds  found  no  responsive 
echoes  of  delight. 

The  baroness  Solanto,  with  a  sigh  of 
sad  and  sickening  disappointment,  had 
heard  again  that  the  night  had  passed 
without  the  arrival  of  her  long-expected 
lord.     Costanza  witnessed  with  regret  the 

VOL.  L  M 
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languoc  and  upeasip^ss^  qf  her  mother's 
spirit^;  ivqir  ^f^  the  attenj^ojcv^  of  don  Sjh 
gismuDid  di  Li^ns^  beep  ^\4$.  %>,  4iivei^  ^. 
t^PMgh^  froiaa  th^  an;Kipus  i^i^afunessiwhiob 
her  father's  delay  occasionieijlj.  S)i^  fel|t  i^ 
deed  relieved  ftora  a  Qcwsideij^blf^  weight 
of  care,  by  the  favourable  impcessiori  h/sr 
future  busband's  manners  afxd  appearance 
had  made  upon  her,  a^d  con templa^d  with 
complacency,  rather  than  regret,  the  destir 
ny  which  seemed  to  h^ye  united  their  years 
to  CQme. 

The  countess  was  the  only  object  pf  un- 
comfortable recollection,  and  to  her  she 
felt  an  abhorrence  greater  perhaps  than  her 
unpleasant  manners  and  disppsition  migbjb 
appear  to  justify  ;  she  s^w,  or  fancied  that 
she  saw,  a  fiendlike  and  maUgnant  t^emper, 
only  kept  in  awe  by  some  temporary  and 
violent  exertion,  which  seemed  to  sit  un- 
easily, and  with  such  difficulty  as  coujid 
not  long  be  overcome ;  but  still  her  mo- 
ther's weak  state,  and  almost  hourly-in- 
creasing illness,  and  l^er  father's  long  apd 
unexpected  delay,  were  predominant. 
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The  baroness,  faithful  to  her  promise  tO' 
don  Si^smund,  prepared  to  attend  t^ 
countess  Caltabellotta  to  the  princ^dk . 
cbiijrch,  where  the  procession  went  from 
the  convent  of  Santa  Maria,  the  count  and 
hiB  family  oonaexioBS  attending  it  through 
the  streets. 

On  joining  the  lady  of  the  castle,  Cock 
taoza  perceived  the  gaze  of  dissatisfied  ill* 
humour  with  which  she  regarded  her  rao* 
ther  and  herself  The  baroness  apologized 
fbr  the  plainness  of  their  attire,  a»  they  left 
their  heavy  baggage  to  come  by  sea  from 
Palermo,  and  it  had  not  yet  arrived.  She 
herself  was  handsomely,  though,  simply 
dressed,  and  Costanza  covered  witb  a  light 
and  elegant  veil,  which  shewed  in  every 
fold  the  graceful  form  beneath  it.  Their 
S]^ii^  costume  was  a  crime  in  the  eyes 
(rf  the  countess,  even  of  more  weight  than  ( > 
the  wsmt  of  goi^eous  ornament  and  splen^ 
did  decoration .-^^'  Count  Sigismund  di 
Luna  will,  I  think,  be  little  flattered  to 
see  his  family  connexions  thus  masquerade 
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ing  in  a  foreign  dress,"  she  said ;  "  why 
Fandolfina's  wife  could  not  have  shewn  a 
greater  scorn  for  every  thing  Sicilian." 

"  Count  Sigismund  perhaps,"  answered 
Costanza,  ^^  may  have  sufficient  cause  to 
Uush  for  his  family  connexions ;  to  us  he 
would  scarcely  think  of  owning  it;  yet 
their  conduct  may  be  too  offensive  to  suffer 
the  baron  di  Solanto  to  ally  his  house  with 
theirs." 

The  baroness  trembled  with  agitation, 
and  attempted  in  vain  to  arrest  her  daugh- 
ter's indignation. 

"  I  honour,"  she  continued,  "  my  father's 
native  land ;  but  even  the  house  of  Luna 
and  Peralta  may  with  pride  anticipate  an 
union  with  the  De  Castro's  Spanish  blood, 
should  such  union  take  place  hereafter." 

Don  Sigismund  entered  the  apartment 
while  Costanza  was  still  speaking;  he 
looked  at  her  with  astonishment  and  ad- 
miration :  her  veil  was  half  thrown  back, 
and  the  glow  of  indignation  which  man- 
tled in  her  cheeks,  and  sparkled  in  her 
eyes,  gave  a  dignity  both  to  her  form  and 
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features,  which,  for  an  instant,  appeared  ta 
awe  even  the  countess  herself.  The  count 
looked  to  his  mother  for  an  explanation ; 
pale,  and  with  a  tone  of  hoarse  but  restrain- 
ed passion,  she  said—"  I  did  indeed  pre- 
sume to  intimate  to  these  ladies  an  opinion, 
that  the  costume  of  this  country  might 
have  been  a  more  appropriate  compliment 
to  the  solemnity  of  the  day,  than  the  new- 
fangled dresses  of  another." 

"  And  who  could  wish  to  see  the  lady 
Costanza  other  than  she  is?"  exclaimed 
Luna. 

**  I  am  glad  your  lordship  likes  such  a 
spirit,"  said  the  countess,  in  an  under- tone; 
**  but  grieved  to  see  how  little  you  regard 
the  deference  your  mother's  name  and 
rank  demand." 

"  Allow  me,"  said  Sigismund,  regardless 
erf*  her  reply,  "  allow  me  to  see  you  on 
your  way;  my  friends  are  gone  to  Santa 
Maria's :  when  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
see  you  to  the  Church  of  the  Incarnation, 
I  must  join  the  party  preparing  for  the 
procession ;"  and  taking  the  hand  of  the 
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baroness  Sdanto,  be  led  .hft  horn  (te 
apartment,  ber  daughter  ttttetiding  at  Yt» 
side. 

The  countess  and  her  alke tfolfcyipred;  and 
by  the  time  tiiey  hadanivedM:  the  diurcb, 
i^peared  to  bate  regained  ber  ael&poises- 
tion. 

Don  Si^smund  apologuied  by  tbe  miy 
for  the  vehemence  of  his  motber^  ami  ap- 
peared anxious  to  moth  the  imtlited  fed- 
ings  of  Costanza  by  every  meakia  in  his 
poiver. 

Without  relaxing  in  her  opinion  of  his 
mother's  ill  conduct,  the  attentionB  of  the 
count  gratified  her,  and  exdted  in  her 
bosom  a  fiiTOurable  inclination  to  himself 
Arrived  at  the  church,  Sigismund  left  the 
ladies,  to  hasten  to  the  convent  of  Santa 
Maria,  and  the  countess  preceded  her 
guests  to  their  station  near  the  high  altar. 
The  walls  of  the  church  were  hung  with 
the  richest  tapestry ;  the  altars  gaily  dtess- 
ed  with  flowers,  and  the  statuea  of  the 
saints  in  their  best  attire.  The  interior 
was  not  yet  crowded  to  exceiss^  most  of 


tfef6  n^titvrcle  having  taken  iSS^t  pl^ceisfh 
1^  ^SfeeVs  tdAcedtopAhy  the  relies  in  their 
progress.  The  o6tintess  advanced  with  all 
th^  «t6te  aftd  dimity  she  eouM  assnme, 
mA  atypXaftchittg  the  altah,  knelt  fbi-  several 
■f^m»t^  i^^^  it,  tippaij^'tly  uncbi)sd6u^ 
of  Ai  erdUlid  bet*.  The  barolhess  iand  h^ 
^ghft^  knelt  beiid^  hd-,  and  When  th^y 
r6ise  fivM  the  ^dsitioh,  in  Idukin]^  found 
her  tin  the  op][yb8ite  side  of  the  dltar,  the  kt- 
teit  reeoghiz^,  iMinidst  a  nutnd^s  group 
df  ^rsol^is  magnificently  attired,  the  iidia- 
pittiion^  of  her  jourrtey,  3Pedeti<S6  l^erbilb 
ahd  Q^ten6  Pigti^telli ;  the  eyeis  lof  thie 
fditbei  had  beieti  livetted  dh  the  IbVely 
c6fttpanioii  of  this  ttbi!inte«8  Ltiba  eV^i- 
^m  her  ehtranc^,  andwheh,  thfidix^ih^ 
imk  h^VMH  shetieturnedthyii-saiutatioh, 
he  Mbod  fixed  in  adih£ittion,  the  colbtti* 
mounted  to  his  cheeks,  and  he  seemed  in- 
^tentiVg  to  evety  tftin^  beside.     * 

Costanza  saw  Gaetatto  behd  forWkHi  tb 
dtte  of  the  ladies  of  th<e  pairt^,  who  Seeing 
thi^  bWobeSB  trise  frdta  Iter  kirees,  aftet  ah 
instant,  advanced  from  the  surroikidhi]^ 
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band  of  ladies  and  cavaliers,  towards  the 
place  where  they  were  stationed,  and  the 
two  young  men  attended  her. 

The  countess  raised  her  head  at  their 
approach,  rose  from  her  seat,  and  with  a  look 
of  horror  and  indignation,  retreated,  as  far 
as  her  situation  would  admit,  from  the  in- 
truders ;  and  silent  to  the  salutation  paid 
to  herself,  she  returned  only  a  look  of  as- 
sumed contempt  and  haughty  defiance. 

"  My  anxiety  to  meet  so  old  and  dear  a 
friend,"  said  the  lady,  "  could  only  have 
been  restrained  by  circumstances  as  forci- 
ble as  those  which  hitherto  have  prevented 
Victoria  Moncada  from  greeting  the  baro- 
ness Solanto  on  her  arrival  in  Sciacca ;  my 
son  and  signor  PignateUi  had  informed 
me  of  the  happiness  I  might  expect,  when 
circumstances  would  permit  this  inter- 
view." 

The  baroness  wept  upon  her  bosom,  too 
overpowered  to  speak. 

Gaetano  hoped  to  Costanza  that  her 
mother's  health  had  not  suffered  from  her 
journey. 
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•*  Anxiety  for  my  dear  father,  and  her 
own  weak  health,  have  prevented  her  re- 
covering the  fatigue  of  her  journey,  or  ral- 
lying her  spirits  since  the  first  disappoint- 
ment.*' 

Federicowastoobusily  employedin  look- 
ing at,  and  listening  to  Costanza,  to  remem- 
ber any  necessity  for  speaking  himself. 

"  The  signora  di  Solan  to,"  said  Gaetano, 
introducing  hier  to  the  baroness  Pandolfina. 

"  We  shall,  I  hope,  not  long  remain 
strangers,"  said  the  baroness,  extending 
her  hand,  which  Costanza  was  about  to 
take,  when  the  countess  Luna  rushed 
rudely  between  them. — "  We  must  with- 
draw," she  said,  "  from  this  intrusion,  till 
some  of  the  friends  of  the'  count  shall  ar- 
rive to  protect  us  from  these  insults." 

The  baroness  raised  her  head  from  the 
bosom  of  her  friend,  gave  her  an  affection- 
ate blessing  and  embrace,  and  was  about 
to  yield  to  the  insolent  fury  of  the  coun- 
tess, when  Costanza,  taking  her  arm,  re- 
plied— "  We  shall,  I  think,  be  more  se- 
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tnite  ftbm  rudeness,  insult,  and  dggteission, 
in  an^  sbcifety  than  that  of  the  counted^ 
Cdtabelbtht,  and  we  will  not  retiti^.'* 

The  ^spirits  of  the  barone^^  could  hold 
out  no  longer,  and  she  would  have  isatik 
Upon  the  pavement,  had  she  not  been 
supported  by  PeroUo  and  his  mother ;  a 
fainting  fit  came  on,  Costanza's  anger  sub- 
i^ided  in  l^krm,  and  the  coimtess  again 
withdrew  to  the  furthest  possible  spot  fifom 
tbe  objects  of  her  bitter  detestation. 

Two  or  three  of  the  ladies  who  had  at- 
tended the  baroness  Pandolfina  now  ad- 
vanced, and  rendered  every  assistance  in 
their  power ;  the  exertions  of  Costania 
were  called  forth,  and  her  mother  was  re- 
covered.— "  My  intemperate  vehemence,*' 
she  exclaimed,  **  can  never  be  forgiven ; 
but  even  the  provocation  of  the  countess 
Luna  shall  tempt  me  no  more.'* 

"  Hush !  hush,  my  love !"  said  her  mo- 
ther,  embracing  her ;  "  thanks  to  my  kind 
friends,  I  feel  again  restoi^ed ;  but  1  fear  1 
atn  too  weak  at  present  to  withdraw.'* 

**  The  entrance  to  the  church,"  observed 


GaetAik6, ''  ii  to  et&wded,  that  it  would  b^ 
diffietlit,  if  Hot  impossible.'^ 

^  You  had  better  ifemain  attd  recJ^VW 
Imf^,''  mi  the  baroness  Patldolfina ;  ''  I 
MSgr^  that  tnf  impatient  fri^nd^hip  should 
have  <!BUsed  this  altercation  and  distress^ 
but  muld  not  resist  the  impulse  of  my 
feelihj^  to  wislcome  you  to  Sciaeca;  As 
stK)n  as  your  exi^Uenza  is  at  liberty  to  re- 
ceive itiy  visits,  we  shall,  I  hope,  renew 
our  former  friendship  and  intercourse." 

•*  It  will  be  to  me  a  pleasure  beyond  my 
power  to  express^"  answered  the  baronessi 

The  party  collected  round  the  ladies^ 
whilst  aiding  CostanM  in  supporting  her 
mother,  entered  into  conveiisatiott  with  her, 
td  spare  the  returning  strength  of  the  Iti- 
vdlid,  who  was  still  feeble  and  languid^ 

Thi^  procession  from  the  convent  of 
Santa  Maria  at  length  began  to  gratify 
the  expecting  multitude ',  the  sacred  ban^ 
ner  of  crimson  satin,  with  an  embroidered 
figui^  of  the  Virgin  and  Child,  was  bdtiill 
forth)  attended  by  all  the  convent  seirvatiti^i 
ite^t  folk>Wdl  tbAt  i»f  th«  dty,  Md  ^Bi 
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behind,  the  blazoned  dragon  c£  the  house 
cf  Luna  and  Peralta.  The  barone  del  Na- 
dore,  Pietro  Laurifid,  and  the  two  other 
^urati  or  principal  magistrates  of  Sdaoca, 
succeeded,  in  their  splendid  robes  of  office; 
after  whom  were  borne  the  massive  crosses 
and  candlesticks  belonging  to  the  various 
diurches  and  convents,  each  preceded  by 
the  censer-bearers,  who  filled  the  air  with 
clouds  of  perfume.  The  lay-brothers  of 
the  religious  orders  followed ;  after  whom 
came  the  monks  themselves^  in  all  their 
varying  costume;  the  black  and  flowing 
robes  of  the  Benedictines,  the  white  vest- 
ments of  the  Carmelites,  and  brown  and 
sordid  garments  of  the  brothers  of  St. 
Francis,  formed  a  contrast  with  each  other, 
and  with  the  white  and  gold  embroidered 
dresses  of  the  parish  priests  who  followed 
them.  A  band  of  music,  with  the  best 
singers  of  every  choir  in  the  city,  preceded 
the  prior  who  bore  the  sacred  relics ;  his 
principal  officers  attended  him;  and  imme- 
diately behind  came  don  Sigismund  di 
Luna ;  the  splendour  of  his  armour  threw 
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a  lustre  round  his  tall  and  graceful  figure. 
A  chain  of  the  richest,  workmanship  hung 
from  his  shoulders,  and  his  uncovered  head, 
which   towered   above    the   surrounding 
multitude,  might  have  been  considered  a 
model  of  manly  beauty,  had  not  a  high 
and  haughty  character,  somewhat  like  in- 
solent disdain,  and  a  look  of  impatient 
violence,  thrown  a  shade  over  his  features, 
which  generally  rendered  them  more  stri* 
kingly-handsome  than  agreeable.    Behind 
him  walked  all  the  noble  cavaliers  of  Sd- 
acca  and  the  neighbouring  country,  who 
were  attached  to  the  house  of  Luna,  or 
not  immediately  connected  with  that  of 
Perollo,  the  baron  Adriano,  the  brothers 
of  Infontanetta  Calogero,  and  Greronimo 
Calandrino,  all  the  members  of  the  illus- 
trious houses  of  Imbiagnia,  Vasco,  and  Lu- 
chese,  with  a  countless  multitude  of  atten^^ 
dants,  who  filled  every  avenue  from  the 
convent  to  the  Church  of  the  Incarnation. 
The  procession  moved  slowly  through 
the  streets,  and  as  the  splendid  casket 
which  contained  the  sacred  treasure  tvas 
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bnme  ^mg,  thd  crowds  ih  litem  adoita^ 
tiMlj  kudt  l^fo)«  it 

Tik«  «hllllt  df  the  th&lAit6»»  *ldtie  WM 
iMHfd)  natter  ditoider  tior  «6tifl&^on  ]^ 
faifltd^  mA  had  tbe  fa«iiVy  tuedd  6f  tiil^  at^ 
tmding  tialtl  b^^  httshed^  the  diMant 
iMlVM  hiight  bAVe  be«tl  didtitlguiiOidd^  as 
in  ttife  dfeepest  fiAdhi^ht  stiUh^te.  The 
gfti^  mA  brtlfiant  ^ag^Mit  glittei^  fti  the 
br%bt  beams  df  ati  utidmided  Sidlian  sky ; 
fifom  every  wiaddw  P^m  (dQsj^yed  the 
rioheist  tspeitry,  didlMBk^  isnd  bmoade.  A 
Mbne  tnoti^  ([Mediated  td  captivate  the 
fitncy,  or  da22le  the  imaginatioti,  of  a 
tieot»te  Who  getterdly  act  frota  itDt)ul8e 
nith^  than  reflection,  couM  not  well  havd 
beeh  eoht^ved.  The  heat  within  the 
dmixrhi  from  the  increasing  multitude^ 
rendi^red  the  baroness  Solanto  still  faints 
and  almost  unable  to  support  h^rtelf ;  and 
as  the  countess  Luna  kept  ^oof,  the  baro- 
nsM  Pandolfina  and  her  iHends  reMain^ 
Mih  hist,  tCTdering  all  the  aid  and  comfort 
thiSy  were  able 

ThvfiwMsisiiWte  si^elitlie  lAi«aK^lSMg 
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the  d^tirdi,  tmd  tb6  pimmre  caused  l^  the 
tiirowd  who  entered  witii  It,  rendett^  it  Mffl 
mwt  oppressive^  As  <^unt  Sigi$AiiiM 
pta^^feA  up  the  body  of  th«  ehurch,  his  ^ 
Wdhder^  ih  se^^  of  CostaDfta  and  hS^ 
mother.  The  couDteds  ^oon  dEtught  his  ttl^- 
tentioT),  but  the  Sdantos  wei^  ifot  b^hf^; 
the  disorder  apparent  in  her  looks,  mi 
the  frown  iiptAi  het*  brow,  fdaitned  him; 
und  wbiM  he  Mon  after  recogni:ied  tile  ob^ 
ject  of  hi#  is^rcb,  surrounded  by  a  partj^, 
some  of  whom  he  knew  to  be  the  fsutnify 

and  adherents  of  don  Gil^eomo  P^rollo; 
forgetfal  of  evety  thing  bettides^  he  at- 
tj^mpted  to  rush  from  the  line  of  tlie  pi*o- 
ee^SiOtt^,  the  crowd,  however,  prer^tt^ 
his  i^dv^^iDg,  tthd  h^Ws^  compelled  to 

Wtdt  till  the  plasty  befoltf  Mm  had  fiMUd 

their  way  to  th^  respective   statioiw. 

The  countess  also  jseemed  impbtJh^ht  tb  r«^ 
joih  her  soh,  md  adVM^ed,  to  &r  i^  she 
wte  able,  ft>  meet  him.  Dmi  iSigiMttuWffc 
attention  however  Wfei  f*06tted  UpOtt  iht 
piMy  rouM  the  b61^0f)«8l3  ScdMfto^  WftMe 
illness  was  apparent  in  her  colHMeililiie^ 
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she  seemed  reposing  almost  in  a  state  of 
insensibility  in  the  arms  of  the  baroness 
Fandolfina.  whilst  Costanza  was  endea- 
vouring to  revive  her.  Two  young  men, 
with  whom  he  was  totally  unacquainted, 
appeared  to  be  deeply  interested  in  the 
scene,  and  several  ladies  of  the  PeroUo 
party  were  gathered  round  them — the 
countess  met  him  when  he  had  nearly 
reached  the  group. — "  'Tis  well,  count 
Luna,  you  are  arrived  to  protect  me,  at 
least,  from  the  insults  to  which  your  ab- 
sence has  exposed  us." 

"My  mother,"  exclaimed  Costanza, 
"  must  be  instantly  removed ;  we  are  in- 
debted to  the  kindness  of  the  baroness 
Pandolfina  and  these  cavaliers,  for  that  as- 
sistance which  the  violence  of  the  coun- 
tess Caltabellotta,  and  the  oppressive  heat, 
h^ve  rendered  necessary." 

"  Accept  my  grateful  thanks,  signor," 
said  don  Sigismund  to  Federico,  ''  and 
aid  me  in  reaching  my  friends ;  we  may 
then  be  able  to  convey  the  baroness  from 
the  church." 
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"  'Tis  the  son  of  Giacomo  Perollo  T  ex* 
claimed  the  countess,  in  a  tone  of  horror 
and  amazement. 

Sigismund  started ;  the  deepest  crimson 
overspread  his  countenance — ^  I  have  al- 
ready received  too  great  an  obligation  from 
your  hands,  signor  Perollo,"  he  replied, 
"  and  bfeg  you  will  rejoin  your  party,  and 
leave  these  ladies  under  my  protection ; 
my  friends  wiU  soon  arrive." 

"  My  mother  must  not  be  exposed  to 
strangers,"  said  Costanza  ;  "  these  gentle- 
men will  continue  their  kindness,  and 
with  your  assistance  we  can  reach  one  of 
the  side- doors." 

**  Impossible,"  replied  Luna ;  **  we  can- 
not accept  the  services  of  a  Perollo,  apd 
must  await  the  arrival  of  my  friends." 

"  I  entreat  you,  count  Luna,"  said  Cosi- 
tanza,  "  not  to  sacrifice  my  motha*  to 
these  party  feelings.  She  faints  ag^inj. 
Assist  me,  gentlemen ;  we  can,  we  must^ 
make  our  way  with  the  aid  of  those  around 


us." 


Don  Sigismund  stood  irresolute,  whilst 


Ijg  l^b  tlitJi^  OF 

I 

Gtebfib  an^  Fed^co  pr^pkr^  lb  obey 
Costitfizd,  ahd  ndlsing  the  batotae^  lii- 
tempted  to  make  their  way. 

<<  Iterib  borne  the  beirbti  AdriaiV^  find 
don  Geronlmo  GalandriAb"  said  Lt)ttifi; 
"  'we  Will  ndt  trouble  tiiese  caValleti." 
"  ■'-  Let  us  prbdeed,  sigtaor  Piphtaiii" 
dbfitinued  Costah^  "tti^oUt  hbA^hg  Ihe 
«(ftlttt. 

"  We  may,  I  thittk,"  MM  Flsd^tifid, 
•  te*«p6  by  ybnd*^  ddbt » 

^  Stay,  young  lady,  I  vbitataattd  ytiU  f 
tbdfeMited  the  cottntes^ 

"  Coitimand,  madam,  thos^  tutifemmiite 
menials  whom  fortune  has  pl&c^  ^ithfh 
1^  te^h  of  fc^i  violi^cfe/'  said  CdstAnza. 
**  For  tteftVerfs  Wike,  gentlemen,  eonv^y 
my  mother  but  instantly >  and  without  h^ 
sittttoli.'' 

'^  I  atn  obliged,  though  unwillingly,  tb 
kiteriel^,'^  infeeitupted  LAxtia.  ^  These  ca- 
vidfaefi  taust  retire.'' 

**  Count  LuMi,  my  mother  etonot  b6 

detained  an  instant** 


I 


^*  My  friends  tsanassilst  4h&  h&v&Mtts^^ilff^ 

**  Out  frtonds^  ^oiktit  Likna^  are  abl^  to 
pc'foim  all  the  service  we  i-equite." 

The  disturbance  which  the  deb^t^  oo-  * 
^Mknted  toe^  the  alMr^  excited  the  atten- 
tion of  every  one.  Calandcino  pushed 
rudely  by  Gaetlmo^  and  attelvipted  to  t^ke 
tise  baroiiess,  who  bad  relapsed  ihto  ins^tatw 
ttUity««^'^  ExcUise  me,  si^or/'  he  said ; 
**  I  caiiedt  resign  liiiy  Charge  useless  thM 
lady  wishes  it.'" 

^  My  frrettdaand  mysistfi  Bignora^"  ton* 
tinued  Luna^  **  must  \sisg  you  tb  request 
thxt  your  mother  tiiay  be  entrusted  to  odr 


^  This  cruel  itt*^rlfel«licev  A^mv^  mlf 
delays  us  in  escaping  AMU  Urn  er6Wd.** 

The  yiduAg  tmfk  tmd  fi^wti^ariy  re^h* 
^  the  dMt^  flowed  t>y  SifitUiund  Md 
Mveral  of  hfe  fH(EMls.  The  icountess  imk 
separated  from  her  son  by  the  interpofcln|^ 
ttultitude^  bufc  exerted  bei^lf  viofetitly 
to  Kaeh  htuQi 

'^  Cm  yDU  pui7  ^]^  with  ]^bli«^  iDMltt 


i 
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like  these  ?  The  house  of  Luna  and  Pe- 
ralta  never  knew  disgrace  till  now<  Thus 
to  lacquey  the  heels  of  youngPerollo !  even 
let  them  take  their  prize  to  Pandolfina's 
castle." 

Sigismund  seized  the  arm  of  Federioo-— 
"  Signor,  you  must  resign  your  burthen.** 

"  Impossible,"  said  Perollo,  shaking  him 
off,  and  by  a  considerable  exertion  reach<p 
ing  the  doorway ;  '*  our  office  is  now  nearly 
done,  and  we  shall  resign  our  chia*ge  into 
your  lordship's  care."". 

They  conveyed  the  baroness  into  a  porch 
exposed  to  the  outer  air,  where  she  soon 
shewed  symptoms  of  returning  animation. 

"  If  our  services  can  be  of  further  use, 
lady  Costanza,"  said  Gaetano,  "  I  entreat 
you  will  command  us." 

"  The  unasked  attentions  you  have 
shewn,  signor,"  said  Sigismund,  **"  must 
here  cease,  and  the  ladies  now  remain 
with  me." 

"  I  did  not  address  myself,"  replied  Pig- 
natelli,  "  to  count  Luna,  nor  shall  I  consult 
either  his  will  or  inclination  on  the  subject." 
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**  The  ladies,  signer,  are  under  my  care 
and  protection  ;  for  the  assistance  you 
have  rendered  them,  I  am  your  debtor. 
There  can  be  no  further  need  for  your  at- 
tendance." 

The  baroness  recovered  sufficiently  to 
express  a  wish  to  be  taken  to  the  castle. 

"  Signor  PeroUo,"  said  Costanza,  "  I 
trust  that  I  feel,  as  I  ought  to  do,  the 
obligations  we  have  received  from  your- 
self and  your  friends  ;  some  other  oppor- 
tunity will,  I  hope,  soon  occur,  when 
those  who  feel  interested  in  us  will  ex- 
press a  sense  of  your  kindness,  in  a  man- 
ner less  offensive  to  both,  of  us  than  at 
present  seems  probable :  by  your  assistance 
we  have  escaped  from  our  difficulties,  but 
you  may  now  leave  us  with  count  Luna." 

Sigismund  shook  with  emotion — "Your 
trifling  services,"  he  said,  "  signor  Perol- 
lo,  are,  I  hope,  amply  repaid  by  the  lady's 
flattering  compliments ;  for  myself,  it  is 
impossible  to  deny  the  unwillingness  with 
which  I  receive  them  at  your  hands.  Cir- 
cuuistances  have  given  you  this  advantage 


Q9Nr  me ;  buA  I  cannot  Qsppess  a  satis&c- 
tm%  vfJmh  I  &el  oat,  at  the  option  oS 
x^  ofifer^  aiervi^  to  tb#:  lud&e^.^  and  tbeiv 

**  It  is  with  great  reluctance,  count  hm^ 
i^"  ^iM^wered  Ff4eFico»  ^  that  I  am  tempt- 
ed ktjkQ  aay  discu^siicHi  on  the  subject ;  neih 
tkef  my  s^  nor  my  ffiendrdaim  any  thanks 
fgV'  the  performaace  of  a  common  act  of 
hiiiEianity.  You  ai>e  eittirely  free  ftom 
any  ohligalnon  to  either  of  us»  and  a  perfect 
silence  on  the  subject  would  have  been  less 
q0ensive  than  the  thanks  we  have  receiv- 
ed from  you.  It  is  far  from  my  intention 
to  irritate  or  Sxcite  any  one  to  those  un- 
happy dissensions  which  have  been  too 
long  the  disgrace  and  misfortune  of  our 
native  home/* 

Costanza  regarded  the  speaker  with  a 
look  which  amply  repaid  his  forbearance, 
BXkds  with  respectful  salutation^  to  all  t^ 
party,  the  young  men  retired. 

The  countess  Caltabellotta  had  reached 
the  door  of  the  church ;  but  Sigismund, 
fearful  of  an  angiy  debate,  requested  some 
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(4*fais^  ^§94s  to  see  h^  ^Bf^y  h^fk  tio  h^ 
s^tioD  by  tbe  b^,  wbiji^  he  esco^rt^  tlK9 
ll^|les  to  the  castle.  Cost^^^  w^^,  fipjiy 
occupied  by  hiev  mothjer,  ^d  sca^^y  c^ 
ggrded  tisj^  distress  under  which  t^e  co^n^ 
laboured ;  but  on  thieir  arrival,  instancy 
withdrew  to  their  apartment, 

Th^  baroness  was  too  m^ch  ov^rpowe^ 
ed^  by  iHp^ss  to  spe^Jc,  an4  her  da^igl^t^ 
returned,  only  a  silept  ^knowledgmeqt. 
to  the  regrets  and  confused  excuses  of  don 
Sigis^und,  who,  having  seen  them  home, 
w^  ojl)Uge4  to  return  tq  his  station  in  the 
cltturch. 

Ti^e  remainder  of  the  cer^^aonies  passed 
without  his  regards  being  attracted  by  any 
of  them;  his  thoughts  were  occupied  by 
Costan:^  alone.  Her  beauty  had  made  a 
deep  and  instantaneous  impression  upon 
hijT);;  ^er  mqiiners  had  ^scinated  ^d  en- 
chanted him  ••  even  in  thi^  unfortunate  oc- 
cjjFTjences  of  the  morning,  he  saw  nothing 
ba^  the  excess  of  her  filial  affection ;  yet 
1^1  thought  she  w£^s  unjustly  offended. 

Unwilling  to  fix  the  blame  upon  WWr 
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self,  he  tried  to  throw  it  wholly  on  the 
interference  of  Perollo ;  still  Costanza  was 
evidently  displeased  at  hid  conduct,  and 
the  sense  of  her  disapprobation  was  be- 
come a  feeling  he  could  with  difficulty 
support.  Too  well  aware  of  his  mother's 
irascible  temper,  he  feared  to  provoke  her, 
by  inquiring  into  the  origin  of  the  en- 
counter with  the  family  of  Perollo,  and 
sought,  by  every  excuse,  to  palliate  his 
own  conduct,  that  he  might  hereafter  be 
prepared  to  make  his  peace  with  his  of- 
fended mistress.  It  was  from  those  around 
him  that  he  learned  the  conclusion  of  the 
ceremony,  and  his  mother's  voice  recalled 
his  recollection  to  the  necessary  attention 
which  his  friends  required. 

From  the  church  they  all  repaired,  ac- 
cording to  immemorial  custom,  to  the 
Castel  di  Luna,  where  a  banquet  await- 
ed them.  The  inquiries  sent  by  don  Si- 
gismund  to  the  apartment  of  the  baroness, 
were  answered  by  the  information  that  she 
was  somewhat  better,  though  still  languid 
and  ill. 
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*^  A  pleasant  encounter,  don  Sigisimiiid^* 
said  AdrianO)  ^  with  the  hopeful  heir  of 
Giacomo  P^oUo;  he  seems  incUned  to 
pay  his  earliest  devmrg  to  jrottr  ftituM 
bride" 

"  An  accident  upon  their  jouraey  hi- 
ther," replied  Luna,  "  gave  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  rendering  some  service  to  the 
haroness  Solanto,  which,  I  presume,  le^ 
quired  her  acknowledgments  at  meeting."* 

"  The  ladies  seemed  well  pleased,  me- 
thought,  with  their  attentions ;  a  hand- 
some cavalier,  with  all  the  airs  and  inso^ 
lence  of  Monteleone^s  court  about  him, 
may  be  a  dangerous  rival,  signor." 

Don  Sigismund  restrained  the  rising 
feelings  which  swelled  his  bosom,  and  re- 
plied— **  The  baron  di  S<4anto's  honour, 
and  the  lady  Costanza^s  high  principles 
and  worth,  would  be  sufficient  assurances 
against  such  supposition." 

^  The  insolent  intrusion  of  Giacomo's 
wife,*  said  the  countess,  "  could  have 
no  connexion  with  the  boy's  fadping  the 

VOL.  I.  N 
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ladies  through  a  thunder-storm,  and  re- 
quires both  explanation  and  apology." 

**  As  fellow-countrywomen,  probably, 
the  baroness  Solanto  might  recognise  an 
old  acquaintance  in  the  mother  of  young 
PeroUo.'^ 

I'he  subject  Mras  discussed  with  some 
asperity  by  various  members  of  the  party ; 

« 

the  count  however  appeared  to  relapse  into 
abstraction,  and  the  whole  passed  off  hea- 
vily. 

In  the  evening  Sigismund  made  his  per- 
sonal  inquiries  aft^  the  state  of  the  baro- 
ness; he  was  however  admitted  no  furr 
ther  than  her  anti-room,  and  was  inform- 
ed  that  she  still  continued  too  much  indis- 
posed to  see  any  one  but  her  daughter, 
and  that  the  repeated  inquiries  after  the 
arrival  of  vessels  indicated  an  anxiety 
which,  it  was  to  be  feared,  would  very 
much  retard  her  recovery. 

The  count  hesitated  for  a  few  moments, 
but  unable  to  bear  the  state  of  suspense 
which  the  idea  of  Costanza's  displeasure 
had  thrown  him  into,  he  requested  a  short 
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interview  with  her.  His  widi  was  imme- 
diately combed  with ;  bat  as  die  entered 
from  b^-  motiier^s  chamber,  he  almost  felt 
a  desire  that  it  had  been  denied,  her  ap->. 
pearance  having  entirely  obliterated  from 
his  memory  the  apologies  he  had  resolved 
to  make. 

Costanza  advanced,  and  seemed  awaiting 
some  communicatimi  of  importance — **  It 
is  with  the  greatest  regret,  signora,"  he 
began,  **  that  I  learn  the  continuance  of 
the  baroness's  indisposition,  and  her  in* 
oreasing  anxiety  respecting  your  &thef% 
safety."  , ,  t 

**  My  mother,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  as^ 
well  as  I  could  rationally  expect,  after  th^ 
&tigue  she  was  this  morning  so  unneces* 
sarily  exposed  to,  and  her  weakness  natu^ 
rally  makes  her  less  able  to  endure  my  fii^- 
ther's  protracted  absence.** 

"  I  do  indeed  lament,**  replied  Sigis* 
mund,  ^*  that  our  solicitations  should  have 
subjected  her  excellenza  to  the  distressing 
circumstances  which  have  occurred,  and 

N  2 
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which,  could  tbey  have  beeh  foreseen,  na 
nducement  should  have  urged  me  to  ex* 
pose  her  to;  conscious  €£  having  been  ac* 
oessary  to  the  merease  of  her  unfinrtunate 
indisposition,  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
itie.  to  hope  tor  your  pardon  and  forgive- 
ness." 

^  It  is  not  to  yoiorself,  count  Luna^  that 
I JBO  much  attribute  my  mother's  present 
offerings,  as  to  the  vicienee  mid  outrage  of 
the  countess  CaltabeUotta ;  fiom  her  the 
fiM  apology  should  come.  My  good  opi^ 
tnen  is,  I  fear,  of  little  consequenoe,  or  it 
might  have  restrained  those  intemperate 
sailies  with  which  the  essential  services  we 
have  received  from  signor  Perollo  were 
returned ;  to  him  I  consider  your  repen- 
tance sliould  be  addressed^  as  weli  as  to 
my  mother." 

"  Do  me  not  injustice,  stgnwa,"  an- 
swered iLuna ;  "  there  is  no  sacrifice  my 
honour  will  permit  that  I  would  not  will- 
ingly and  joyfully  perform,  to  prove  the 
influence  which  even  during  our  short  ao* 
quaintance  you  have  established  over  me. 
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X  was  intemperate,  violent,  and  rude ;  I 
willingly  confess  Perollo*s  superiority ;  I 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  debt  of  gratis 
rude  I  owe  to  him ;  but  if  you  knew  or 
&lt  the  numberless  insults  and  irritating, 
opposition  with  which  his  family  have  for 
ages  followed  all  the  house  of  Luna,  yoa 
would  perhaps  loc^  with  a  more  lenient 
eye  on  my  offences  of  to-day.    For  my 
mother,  her  every  thought  and  affection  are 
centered  in  me ;  the  honour  of  our  race  is. 
the  first  and  leading  principle  within  her^ 
and  if  she  does  regard  our  bitter  and  in- 
veterate foes  with  indignation  and  abhor- 
rence, much  surely  may  be  allowed  to  her 
impetuous  warmth — to  habits  which  are 
now  too  deeply  grafted  in  her  breast  ever 
to  be  subdued  or  mollified  ;  yet  the  same 
ardent   and  unrestrained  feelings  which 
swell  withia  her  bosom  to  those  she  re- 
gards as  inimical  to  Luna  and  Peralta„ 
rush,  with  no  abated  tide  of  love  and  self- 
devotion,  to  all  within,  the  pale  of  her  aff- 
flections.'* 

N  a- 
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**  I  can  indeed,"*  replied  Costanza, "  with 
gratitude  to  Heaven  acknowledge  that  no 
ffidi  deadly  and  inveterate  hatred  is  intel- 
liable  to  my  feelings,  as  would  induce  me 
to  receive  with  insult  and  disdain  the  pro- 
vidential services  of  one  who  oonld  have  of- 
fended only  through  his  ancestors;  nor 
can  I  understand  why  the  insults  whicli 
you  r  excellenza*s  forefathers  received  should 
restrain  my  mother's  feelings  of  a£S^ibn 
at  the  sight  of  an  old  and  early  friend,  al- 
though that  friend  be  united  with  PeroWo's 
house.  I  have,  my  lord,  been  hitherto  the 
child  offend  and  doting  parents;  their  mild 
commfands  have  been  delivered  with  gen- 
tleness and  love,  and,  I  hope,  obeyed  with 
affection  and  duty.  The  imperious  tone 
assumed  by  the  countess  I  am  not  prepar- 
ed either  to  receive  or  submit  to.** 

"  Let  not  Sigismund  di  Luna,  lady,  be 
tlie  first  then  to  excite  those  feelings  of 
dislike  and  hatred  in  your  bosom,"  an- 
swered the  count ;  "  and  for  my  mother^s 
unguarded  and  ill-timed  vehemence,  ac- 
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otpt  the  scM:row  which  I  know  she 
experienee  when  leflection  has  ocmvinoed 
her  of  her  enor." 

^  Your  oantritkm  mad  apology,  ^gncHV 
oa^it  to  be  addressed  to  others  as  weU  asr 
to  me.  How  far  the  countess  Caltab^ 
lotta  may  mtend  to  make  the  only  amends 
which  now  remain  to  those  whom  h^ 
radeness  and  impatience  have  insulted^  I 
^fear  you  cannot  decide ;  for  me  perhaps  it 
is  unreasonable  to  expect  conoessicmsy  »» 
tuated  as  I  may  be  hereafter  with  felati<Hi^ 
to  your  mothar,  and  somewhat  guilty  on 
the  same  subject,  by  hastily  replying  ta 
what  I  considered  an  outn^e  to  my  mo^* 
tfaer,  as  well  as  to  myself;  but  with  re^ 
i^ect  to  the  baroness,  though  her  gentle 
^irit  and  courteous  manners  may  not 
insist  on  the  performance,  yet  notliifig 
but  the  humblest  apology,  both  to  her  and 
her  fidend  the  baroness  Pandblfina,  should 
be  c^ered.  Yet  one  thing  further,  signcyr: 
permit  me  to  assure  you  that  any  repeti* 
tioii  of  sucdi  conduct  as  I  have  witnessed 
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fiom  the  countess  more  than  once  since 
our  arrival  here,  will  terminate  all  inter* 
course  between  us,  as  far  as  I  am  personal*^ 
]y  concerned.  The  baron  Solanto  has  ever 
been  too  kind  a  father  to  force  his  daugh-^ 
ter's  inclihations,  and  she  inherits  from 
him  a  spirit  which  insolence  will  never 
fame,  nor  violence  eoneiHate.* 

"  If  the  lady  Costanza  ever  honours- 
our  house  by  her  alliance^  no  other  influ^ 
ence  will,  I  hope,  be  necessary  to  induce- 
her  than  that  of  Sigismund  di  Luna,  whose 
days  thenceforth  shall  proudly  be  dedicate 
ed  to  anticipate  her  every  wish,,  and  shield 
her  from  every  annoyance.  Anxious  as 
my  mother  is  to  insure  the  happiness  of 
her  son,  she  may,  I  hope,  be  forgiven,  if 
in  some  few  instances  she  oversteps,  the 
laws  of  moderation^.*' 

^^  In  you,  signor,ihe  countess;  has  every 
right  ta  expect  an  advocate,  and  yon  do 
not  deceive  her  expectations ;  but  for  my- 
self, I  own  I  contemplate  the  idea  of  a  re- 
sidence with  her,  away  from  the  induU 
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gence  of  my  parents,  with  a  degree  o£ 
terror  it  would  be  difficult  to  describe  to 
you." 

*^  And  do  you  imagine,  lovely  Costan- 
za,  that,  left  under  my  protection  entirely* 
I  should  not  insist  on  every  thing  giving 
place  to  your  happiness?  Nay,  do  not 
leave  me  the  moment  I  presume  to  men- 
tion myself.  The  short  time  you  have 
been  here,  the  baron's  unfortunate  absence^ 
and  the  baroness's  illness  (not  to  men^ 
tion  my  poor  mother's  vehemence,  which, 
I  fear,  drives  you  from  us)^  have  given 
me  so  little  of  the  indulgence  of  your  so-» 
ciety,  that  though  the  interest  your  every 
word  and  action  have  excited  in  me,  are, 
I  believe,  already  ineffaceable,  still  to  you  I 
seem  a  stranger;  and  forgive  my  complain* 
ing  a  little,  that  you  so  entirely  treat  me 
as  such,  and  consider  my  feelings  on  every 
occasion  connected  with  yourselflessthaij 
those  of  any  other  p^-son,"    , 

While  speaking,  don  Sigismund  had 
gently  and  respectfully  taken  the  hand  of 
his  fair  mistoess,  and  seemed  waiting  fot: 
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a  reply,  which  she  every  moment  felt  lestr 
certain  how  to  make,  for  she  had  prepared 
Jierself  for  ill  humour  in  the  count,  instead 
of  candour  and  submission,  and  knew  not 
whether  she  should  seem  too  much  inte- 
rested  in  him^  if  she  accepted  his  apology 
immediately,  or  too  much  governed  by 
resentment,  if  she  refused,  and  felt  besides^ 
notwithstanding  her  anger,  that  his  opi- 
nion of  her  was  not  quite  a  matter  of  in- 
difference. 

In  this  state  of  indecision  she  stood  for 
more  than  a  minute,  her  hand  still  in 
Luna's,  who  gazed  on  her  with  delight^ 
and  almost  feared  lest  her  return  to  self* 
possession  should  break  a  spell,  and  render 
her  again  indignant  At  last  he  said — 
"  May  I  then  hope  you  will  forgive  me 
for  envying  to  others  the  smiles  of  friend- 
liness you  are  so  careful  of  bestowing  on 
me?" 

"  Count  Luna,  I  am  perfectly  willing^ 
to  accept  your  apologies  for  yourself,  but 
the  countess  must  make  hers  to  my  mo- 
ther and  the  baroness  Pando-— «-«" 
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**  Nay,  lady,  do  not  name  her.  Sony 
am  I  for  it,  but  death  would  be  preferable 
to  my  mother.  Dearest  Costanza !  be  ge- 
nerous as  you  are  lovely,  and  accept*  an 
apology  to  your  own  amiable  mother^ 
which,  I  am  sure,  the  countess  Luna  will, 
of  her  own  accord,  make  to-morrow  morn- 
ing as  soon  as  she  can  see  hex." 

"  Well,  my  lord,  then  do  persuade  the 
countess  to  be  more  gentle,  and  it  shall 
be  as  you  wish.     Good-night  !'* 

"  Must  you  leave  me  so  instantly  ?" 
"  Yes,  my  lord,  immediately." 
"  Good-night,  then,  lady  Costanza !    I 
trust  to-morrow  will  bring  to  the  baroness 
revived  health,  and  your  father." 


END  or  VOL.  I. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


Tbe  high  emprisey 


That  bade  hiin  fiirtb  to  JcnighthoodVfiearletjS  tytB^ 

SeemM  desperate  in  the  days  of  Chairleraitgoe  ; 

But,  ill  our  times,  nor  glory,  love>  nor  gain, 

Would  youthfiil  knight  allure  to  seek  suck  perilous  priz^. 

X  HE  impatienee  of  Gaciano  to  bc^gin 
his  voyage  was  such,  that  be  rescdived  to 
depart  the  instant  the  bark  wiski  leaii* 
ness;  and  amidst  the  x^grets  and  |;0od 
wishes  of  his  inendi)»  feftSciacoadnriog 
the  night  wlttch  sueceedefl  the  ftstivd. 

VOL.  II.  .B 
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Don  Giaoomo  had  provided  him  with:  a 
swift-sailing  vessel,  and  every  thing  which 
could,  in  any  probability,  contribute  to 
the  success  of  his  expedition.  Federico 
and  don  Paulo  accompanied  him  to  the 
hpi/ch,  and  the  former  deeply  regretted 
that  he  was  not  permitted  to  partake  in 
the  enterprise. 

On  the  second  day  after  the  departure 
of  Pigiiatelii,  anotliar  dispatch  arrived 
from  Trapani,  and  by  his  desire  it  was 
opened  by  Federico.  It  brought  the  in- 
formation that  the  cavalier  Landolini  was 
recovering  from  his  illness,  and  hoped 
immediately  to  obtain  leave  to  seek  his 
young  friend  in  Sciacca,  and  deliberate 
with  him  on  some  further  steps  for  the 
recovery  of  his  lost  daughter,  or  at  least 
to  endeavour  to  ascertain  her  fate. 

In  the  mean  time,  with  a  fiivourable 
wind,  and  buoyant  hopes  of  success, 
Gaetano  pursued  his  course  to  Tunis, 
which  he  reached  in  safety,  after  a  remark- 
ably short  and  easy  voyage.  The  usual 
douceur   to  the  cheers  of  the  port  in- 


k 


K 


LtJKA  AND  PEROLLO.  S 

duced  them  to  connive  at  the  arriyal  of  a 
small  vessel,  the  master  of  which  gave  out 
that  he  came  on  some  commercial  busi« 
ness  with  a  Jewish  merchant,  who  traded 
largely  with  many  European  ports. 

Under  this  pretext,  Gaetano  was  hos- 
pitably received  by  Ben  Musa  the  Jew> 
who  was  a  confidential  agent  of  several 
European  governments,  and  particularly^ 
indebted  to  PeroUo.  Pignatelli  made 
known  to  his  host,  without  delay,  the 
object  of  his  voyage — to  search  for^  i^ 
redeem  at  any  expence,  a  young  feouile 
who  had  been  carried  off  from  the  coaH 
of  Sicily*  The  Jew  undertook  to  make 
every  inquiry,  and  to  use  his  most 
strenuous  endeavdurs  to  accomplish  the 
object  he  desired ;  which  his  exteiusive 
connexions,  general  interest,  and  acqusunt* 
ance,  would  enable  him  to  do.  If  the 
lady  was  in  Tunis,  he  assured  Pignatelli 
he  should  be  informed  of  it ;  but  at  the 
same  time  said,  that  if  dxe  had  been  al« 
ready  disposed  of  to  any  of  the  prindpid 
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S!\mmaM,  iJl  hopes  of  ^nedeeming  hot 
mmid  he  v^n.  It  wouldy  he  idded,  fcalse 
a  d4yor  'two*to  'make  tbeneeesMryiiii* 
)|iairae9»  and  an  the  mterim  lie  b^ged  his 
guest  would  «eKcite  fio  curiosity  ^^r-ftuegpi^ 
obn,  .by  hifl.pe»dnai  interference  or^ques- 
ttoiA,  hut  conduct  himself  jon  all  occiEu 
tio^s-iB  iftrmanner  suitable  with  his^aasumed 
dtartieter  of  ^a  meroftakile  agent.  The 
ahamctar  was  lather  a  -notrelone  to(him» 
tot  Pignatelli  promised (todo  hts  best  to 
Mjppoirt  it 

^^tiaing  his  ro^f&age,  and  ontH  he  had 
tojken  these  first  steps  to  forward  fche  pcont 
M v»w^'  Gaetano  had'heen  too  much  occu* 
|Hied  in  considering  isvery  jprobabk  event 
which  najight  <)ecur,  and  preparing  himself 
&r  i(t;  bat'rhe  had  now  put  the  sfEajTiiBto 
the  best  train  he  joould,  and  began  to  tmn 
hiis:  attention  Id  the 'novelties  of  the  ^u* 
alaan  in  which  be  was  "placed.  His  host 
vas  ihorqiitabtle  :and  :kind,  and  seemed  lo 
enter  waraily  into  bis  wishes ;  there  was 
hoficei^ser  an  i  air  of  (caution  about -iilm^  ^ao^ 
quired  from  the  precarious  state  in  wliich 
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he  vms  k^  by  t^e^  Qufgumstaii^eiiiof  tbe 
^WTi^jtyj:  his  femily^coneiated'ctf  bis.wifeii^ 
tw^)  datigfiters,.  aod  a  soiii.  S?eii;  fiioisi 
them,,  he  desired  thall  Saetanolscroalimik^ 
and  the  occasion  (^  his  ."^^yage,^  migfat  bel^ 
eoneealed:;  and  tiiey  wgwded)  Mm  at  first 
withlittie  interest,  considering  him)  mevelyr 
asr  a  ipercantile  perst»^  siniilar  ti>  maia^i 
others  who  were  daily  in)  habitai^af  inteis* 
eonrse:  with  Musa:  bat  ali  .tfae*  caose  of 
Pignatelli'.  eould  not  repress  his  naftmati 
manners;  his  admiratipn^  of^tfae  fdir  B»-> 
chel.  an^  her  sister  shewed' itself "^iiiv^niim^ 
berless  attentions,  which  soon  exoited  th^ii^ 
wonder,  and  the  alieirm  of  tlieip  father : 
tiiey  were  dismissed  to^  their  iioouiSr  and^ 
the  Jew  caution^  Pignateilii  toi  bo:  mora^ 
eatefui:  m  jconcealing  his  polit^ness^  he 
promised  obedience,  and  his  hmt  rrenk 
mt  on  the  business  with  which  he  wa9 
oommissioned,  when  a.  new  dilemma  i  oc-< 
cinrned.  Three  or  four  merchanta  tsuarsein^ 
who  had.  heard  of  tfae^  arrival,  of  some 
stranger  at  the  house  o£  Miusar  hit  son^ 
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who  had  been  desired  to  remmn  with  the 
guest,  received  them,  but  their  object  was 
to  hear  the  news  from  abroad,  and  Fig- 
natelli  was  inundated  with  questions  as  to 
'  the  rate  of  exchange  in  Genoa,  Pisa,  and 
Venice.  He  was  aghast  at  being  ques- 
tioned on  a  subject  so  remote  from  his 
loiowledge,  stammered,  hesitated,  and 
was  unable  to  utter  a  word. 

"  A  prudent  discreet  young  man,**  ob- 
served  one  of  the  visitors ;  **  he  has  been 
ordered  by  his  employers  to  give  no  in* 
formation;  something  worth  knowing 
must  be  in  agitation.** 

They  then  varied  their  mode  of  attack, 
arid  demanded  the  prices  which  various 
articles  of  merchandize  produced  in  dif- 
ferent  ports.  Gaetano  thought  here  he 
might  venture  on  a  guess  to  answer  them ; 
but  unfortunately  his  statements  were 
such  as  called  forth  the  utmost  astonish- 
ment ;  and  again  he  found  he  was  wrong. 
"  Barilla  risen  so,  within  these  six 
weeks !"  exclaimed  one  of  them ;  **  it  wilL 
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enrich  my  cousin  Benjamin  prodigiously ; 
follow  me,  young  man,  to  his  house,  andr 
you  shall  be  well  rewarded,?' 

^  I  should  be  most  happy,"  replied- 
Gaetano,  '*  to  be  the  messenger  of  sun^ 
good  tidings ;  but  my  statement  was  only; 
from  report,  and  may  be  incorrect ;  at  all 
events,  I  cannot  leave  the  house  until  my 
friend  returns.*'  '  ^ 

"  And  saltpetre?**  asked  another; 
**  how  is  saltpetre  in  the  European  mar^^ 
kets?'* 

Portonately    Mu$a    unexpectedly  f©«r 
turned,  before  Prgnatelti  had  again  iif-^' 
volved  himself,  and  his^  host  finding  he 
was  under  some  confusion,  requested  him  * 
to  retire  into  another  room,  to  inspect 
some  accounts  he  had  prepared  for  him^ 
Gladly  he  accepted  this  e:tcuse  to  escape 
and   left  the    Jew  to    discuss  with  his 
brethren    the    extraordinary  intelligenee : 
brought  by  the  young  agent,  whom 
again  cautioned,  when  he  had 
theseuhwelcome  visitants,  to  avoid^aamudi^ 
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rtMKfnaifai^eiitflnng^into  abyrMnvcB'altvm 
iMUch-  Biigife  faetmy  Ism: 

^  It  was  en^taAyr  imrdlaBtary  on  my 
jMt;*  B  assinB*  yDu;?  aaidc  GrMfado ;;  *^  I 
tiWJ  eqodigf  inudbfe  dtilier  toesaqpefiom. 

The  . Jttw  wmi  baw4nnfl'  airdjirtobedf  at 
AeiiiM  ofi  ttiar ooiivcnirticn iriiick  mg^ 
be  excited  by  the  wonctesAil  aecmmt. 
wlncdlr  had  baoir  giren^  amif  whifeh  no  en- 
dessouw  aoh  Hm  part  oouid*  induce  his 
brethren  either  to  conceal  or  to  disbelieve, 
that  hrdetamuaad  nettd  espose^aMEano 
tan  siieh  diffimltie^  iair  fiiture».  hut .  tor  re-^ 
naint  with  him  aa  mucdi  aa  peasibl^  and. 
tor]pi)even#4aii)r.  onerfbonr  seeing  hinrr^  durifig^ 
the;  time  that  the  idB&sr  requimad  bis  own 
abseiioa  frdm:  home. 

.  When  thrfanftUy  again  asseinbled]^  Fig* 
mteUt  endaaronzed  to  issnember  his  lbs* 
s€»nv  and  acquitted  bimaelfv.  a$  be  thongl^ 
ifMkth0s]iKist.beronrii^nideness<and  in^ 
itttmmeer  ttiit.could  acarcdfji  seabrain  the 
ymmiat  and;  amusement  he:  dm^ed  fixim 


the  niamerS'  arnft  custpmscf  I&;iieiracN 
^piaintance.  The  dresses. .  ci  lAie  femaleo 
consisted:  of  the^rii^iest  vel^mfes;^.  QQsreiadk 
witli  hea¥]?;gold  eii^n9ftdf37i;.tbe}^iwi^ 

at  once  magnifieenfc  mi4  elctgw^'^  ]ih^.dliem 
e^TS  they  wore  (as  h  Qomjaaom  with. .  Ibho 
AfHcanx  Jewesses)  earrings  o£  eoomaioiiis 
siz^  dght  and  t^t»  ihc^e&riii^  ckroulak 
ference^  and  so  w^i^ily,  &Qm«  tbe:  je^siaria 
attached  to  theni^  that. thej^  are  obligeditoi 
be  supported  by:  fiisteniag  tiiem\tatllQ 
head^dcesses,  as  well  as  to.  tjbe..ecirsj;,  isii 
which  large  holes,  are  made  for  thax)^;  9^ 
kept  open  by  wearing  in  them  dat^^^n^su 
The  ladies  still  seemed  to  remeyaabi^r'  tfh^ 
first  dvililies  they  had  jsecei ved,  aud  yf^e 
mty  restrained  by  the  |*es6R^.  of,  th^fr, 
father  &om  demonstraituig  tiie  sdtjusfs^ipli^ 
they  had  affiwtedi  .    ,; 

To  ^^vent  as  mmh  a*  ppjaiWci  wyf! 
oonyersatioo:  which  might  bcd«^yhfe  gu^n 
!Peri^Musa.6ndea3K»i^  tO:  Jceep  %Sof^.4^ 
possible  from  such  top»3s.  a^ihadi  AirG#i%^ : 
esjqpoa^  hisr  ignoraiice>.  an^  inquired  iota 
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-  IHgnatdli  vat  at  first  as  guwded  as 
Mdd  be  .wished;  bat  after  a  while  be- 
^omii^  more  forgetful,  he  launched  into 
0dent  and  enthusiastic  approbation  of  the 
masterly  manoeuvres  of  the  Imperial  ge^ 
nends ;  «nd  with  all  theardourof  a  young 
aoldieiv  des(janted  on  the  military  trans- 
actions which  had  Itftdy  occurred.  For 
aAme  time  his  host  endeavoured  to  restrain 
him  bf  ngns  and  gestures,  but  these  were 
all  unheeded ;  and  after  suffering  the  tor- 
xent  to  continue  tor  some  time,  and  find- 
Ihg  that  the  observation  of  all  the  party 
was  excited,  he  bluntly  said,  the  subject 
tired  him. 

Graetano,  now  aware  of  what  he  had 
done,  instantly  desisted ;  but  the  wonder 
of  the  &mily  was  increased,  and  all  w^e 
convinced  that  the  stranger  was  not  what 
he  wished  to  be  thought :  this  produced 
farther  remonstrances  from  the  Jew,  and 
additional  promises  from  Gaetano  of  being 
ink^  guarded  in  future. 
<  Dn  the  day  following,  Musa  yielded  to- 
the  wishes  of.  his  guest,  and  conducted 
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him  through  the  principal  parts  of  the 
city,  in  which  there  are  tew  objects  wor- 
thy notice.  It  is  situated  on  the  western 
side  of  a  large  landlocked  bay,  or  rather 
lake,  in  which  rises  a  lofty  eminence; 
forming  the  boldest  feature  in  the  scene-; 
on  this  stood  the  principal  buildings  of 
ancient  Carthage,  every  vestige  of  which* 
time  has  now  swept  away,  and  the  fiir- 
famed  daughter  of  Tyre  is,  like  her  great 
progenitor,  no  longer  to  be  traced,  bat^ 
by  a  few  solitary  masses  of  undistinguish- 
able  ruin*  The  principal  mosque  and  the 
palace  of  the  bey  are  the  only  buildings 
of  consequence  in  the  modern  town  ;  and 
except  these,  the  novelty  of  the  scene  was  its 
only  attraction;  the  curiosity  of  Gaetano* 
was  soon  satisfied,  and  they  were  return- 
ing  to  the  residence  of  Ben  Musa,  when  a 
Tunisian,  apparently  of  some  rank,  ac- 
costed them. 

Your  young  friend,  Musa,"  he  said,' 
has,  I  hear,  brought  intelligence  of  Ben^ 
jamin's  good  fortune.?  -•  * 
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'^ftSkHiKe*  <tf  oiirmmpchttitoJNDrechoiMi 
AkMm»8i2eb>a/ report,'*  stt4  KEusa. 

<r^  Aail  ift  it  not  true?''  fskisd  tberTuQi*- 
8)ait,;  loddng  at  Gaefiuio«,  m  wfaosie  air  Imk 
clM^iTved  aometbing  sg:  nwcb  ab^Te  tte? 
qanal  rank  of  Miuafs  aasoclatea,,  that  be: 
iixed  biases  up^  biia wi^ uncooiBicm 

€SinestBa8& 

The.  Jenr  observed  it,  and  aaxioiisly 
wished  to  escape ;  but  fearful  of  h^imymg 
lua  uneasinessp  only-  ^^uudceued  his  paee». 
wd  talked  loudiy,  and  witbgreafemfildit^*. 
of  tlie  couimQU  affiurs  of  the  city*: 

At  length  they  succeeded  in  getting 
quit  of  their  eompwioa;  and  Musa»  no 
iMiger  able  to  endure  this  constant  alarni>. 
JAiiplored  Pignatdli  to  withdraw  frcnn-  the 
city  to  a  country-house  he  possessed  at 
Maniuha»  about  four  lotles  fi>oai  Tunis : 
tjhither  he  promised  ta  convey  to  him  any 
intelligence  he  could  collect  respecting  the 
olgect  o£  hia  nnsioih  and  assured  him» 
that  fiWd  the  imjuiiies  he- had  already  set 
on  foot>  he  should  be.  embled;  to  infiarm 


him  of  all  tiie  capimos  wJio  had  \bee1i2 
farougkt  te  Turns:  anorthethneof  Mar* 
gueiitai's:  cBsappearanw. 

TifpateWi^  wiUingp  tn  gjH^tUfy  bis  liosti^ 
oHiseiited  to  the  ^em.  wd  in:  Qetm|M«y^ 
wi^jQVkxtgMnm,  depiirtefllioiafew  bmv^ 
for  Manufaa.  The  house  wa8r.situfAed  in  a: 
small  plain^  embosomed  ia  grovos  anok 
gardens^  nearly  adjoining  the  ancient 
aqueduct  which.  suj^iUed  Cartilage  with) 
water;  and  in  the  immedldte  vidnity  o^ 
several  country-houses:  o£  the  principal 
Tunisians. 

They  arrived  in  the  evening,,  and  ail  aHi 
early  hour  sepamted  for  the  night  The^ 
room  in  which  Gaetano  was  placed  com- 
municated with  a  tensace  in  the  garden;  by 
a  flight  of  steps  fixrni  hia  window.  The^ 
evening  was.  fine  and  dear;  he  had  feft. 
hiis^companion  for  the  sake  q£  being  Te^t 
Iteved  ^m  the  restraint,  of  his  pmsence^ 
mt^r.  than  fixMsn  &tigue^  and  felt  littilfi; 
disposition  to  go^  to  m^;  he  thesefiTre.' 
opened  his  window,  and  descended:  to  thei 
terrace  b^w.    I^he  dew^  which  waa.bi^ 
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gintiipg  to  &I1,  refreshed  the  plants  around^ 
bkn,  and  they  sent  forth>  on  evely  side 
the  most  delicious  perfume    The  moon*^ 
light  glimmered  throu]§^  the  walks  of 
orange  and  dtron  trees,  and  tempted  him 
to  wander  through  their  shado^vy  arcades ; 
he  was  meditating  on  his  friends  in  Si*- 
dly,  on  Landolini^  on*  Federico;  and  on* 
Costanza  di  Solanto,  when  a  distant  sound> 
of  mu^c  aroused  him,  and  the  notes  of.  a 
well-known    l^cihan  air  floated  on   the' 
gentle  breeze  of  evening;    Pleasure  and* 
astonishment  fixed  him  for  a  few  moments 
to  the  spot.     Who  could  the  musician  be 
who  had  awakened  these  notes,   so  sin- 
gularly   adapted  to  catch  his  attention? 
Young  Musa  was  ignorant  of  every  thing 
connected  with  him^  and  had  betrayed  no 
taste  which) could  induce. him.  to  suppose 
that  the  sounds  proceeded  from  him..    At 
all  events  he  was  resolved,  if  possible,  to 
ascertain  from  whence  they  came,,  and 
advanced  with  rapidity  down  a  path  which 
led  in  the  direction  from  which  he  seemed' 
to  hear  them ;  his  progress  was  arrested 


by*  arriving  at  the  foot  of  the  aqueduct^ 
the  wall  erf!  which  was  the  boundary  of 
the  garden  in  that  direction;  the  mune 
had  ceased,  and  he  w^ilted  to  hear  it  re- 
sumed ;  but  he  waited  in  vain,  and,  con* 
siderdbljT  diisappointed,  he  returned  to- 
wards his  apartment;,  he  had  hardly- 
reached  the  terrace,  when  another  air,  fe- 
miliar  to  his  ears,  was-  breathed  from  a- 
Sicilian^  P^P^-  Once  more  he  tried  to  fol- 
low the  direction  from-  whence-  it  pro* 
ceeded,  tiH  he  was^  stopped  by  a  lofty 
hedge  of  myrtle  and  mastic  bushes ;  the* 
sounds  now  seemed  at  no  great  distance ; 
the  musician  paused  for  an  instant,  and^ 
was  beginning,  again^  when  Gttetano  com- 
menced singing  the  words  to  the  air  he^ 
had  just  heard;  the  sounds  then  ceased 
altogether,  and  when  he  had  concluded; 
he  listened  in  eager  hope  erf  a- reply.  A 
slight  rustling  was  heard  amongst  the 
bushes,  and  a*  voice  on  the  other  side  de- 
manded, what  unfortunate  fellow-captive 
was  so  near  P**^ 

No  captive,**  repEed  G&etano>  ^  but' 
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om  whe  posse^s^e^  tiie  iiiallnati<Hi^,  and 
f^rhaps  tbe!  means  q£  xcsouing  the  unfor^ 
tonate." 
^^  Where  ai^  you  ?^  inquired  the  strand 

**  In  the  gardens  of   Ben:  Miiaa*  the 
J>ew." 

.  *'  It  ia  to(>  late  for  me  to  bo  absent  much, 
longer/'  said  the  voice  again ;.  *^  can  yoUr 
m^t  me  aii  hour  earlier  to-moi^ow  even, 
ing:  by  the  wall  of  the  aquaduqt  ?*' 

**  Certaiidyi"  replied  Pignatelli;  ^  who 
and  what  are  you  ?" 

"  A  Sicilian  by  birth,  and  a  slave  by 
fortune;  but  be  silent,  some  one  is  ap^ 
proaching^  and  do  not  disappoint  me  to* 
i»on!ow." 

The  speaker  then  beg£^  loudly  to  sound 
his  pipe^  and  was  soon  interrupted  by 
anpthei:  p^nson,  with  whom:  Ue  entered; 
injbo  conversatipjai;,  and  il^gnateUi  waiting 
till  he  heard  their  voices  fade  away  in  the 
distance,  returned  to  hi$  chamber,  xesolv<- 
ing  to  see  the  unknown  person  the  next^^ 
w«uiig,,and  txt  rend»t  him  ao^  aid>ia  his 


pimet.  His  fee^ingsr  were  at  tbe  Hmer 
more  than  commonly  waeq>tiUe;  the 
musiC^Mid  the  eii«asms£Einces  nniet  which 
he  hesnd  it,  had  exciti^ifei  him  a^fiyely' 
iptevest^  and  he  ardently  desired  to'ieseue* 
his  coimtrymaa  from  captivity. 

On  the  following  day.  Beer  Musa  came^ 
down:  to  Manuhs^  and  informed  Pigna- 
telli,  that  he  had  received  intelHgenoe 
from  sereral  persons  who  wene  concerned 
ia  the  disposal  of  captives,,  of  aUc  thai  had! 
been  brought  to  Tu&ds  withimtiietisiftitoi 
which  hifl  inquiries  readied^;  one  however 
seemed  most  particularbp  ta^  ooriespond 
wkh  the  ckciimsta^oer  of  tha*.  signora^ 
Lfandolini;  Ayounggjbrl  had  been  ftroog^^ 
nearly  about  the  time  Boom  some  part  of 
the  Itahan  coasts  and:  sdlBO^  instanuy 
disposed  o^  notwith^mUng  the  iH  healtii 
into  which  she  was  t^ncnvn  by^bercap^ 
ture.  She  was  new;  it  waa  stated,  hi.  the 
possession  of  one  of  the  agps:  of  the  codrt» 
wJxo  had  giveir  a  coaaiderahfe  sum  foot 
her,    The  name  q£  tftibrlfad^  Musa^cbiM 
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not  learn,  but  be  expected  furtber  intdM-^ 
gence  upon  tbe  subject 

••  The  person  wbo  bas  purcbased  ber,*^ 
he  said,  **  resides  in  a  neighbouring  pa- 
Ucei  but  if  this  is  tbe  lady  you  seek, 
signor,  I  fear  all  hopes  of  redeeming  her 
will  be  in  vain."* 

**  Can  no  means  be  devised  of  convey- 
ing her  away  ?** 

•*  Impossible,**  said  the  Jew ;  "  the  at- 
tempt would  involve  all  concerned  in  it 
in  certain  ruin,  and  could  not  succeed.** 

Pignatelli  had  seen  too  much  of  tbe 
cautious  character  of  his  host,  to  enter- 
tain an  idea  of  persuading  him  to  run  any 
hazard  in  forwarding  his  Wishes ;  and  he 
resolved  to  conceal  his  designs,  and  trust 
to  bis  own  exertions,  and  any  aid  he  could 
procure  from  other  quarters,  Pandolfina 
had  given  him  an  unlimited  credit  on  the 
Jew,  and  desired  him  to  spare  no  expence 
in  bribes  to  any  person  to  whom  it  was- 
necessary ;  he  hoped  therefore  that  if  be 
could  ascertain  that  Mai^erita  was^in  the 
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hands  of  the  aga,  hie  n^ght,  by  the  meana 
placed  in  his  reach^  gain  over  some  of  his 
domestics  to  assist  in  conveying  her  pri- 
vately on  board  his  bark,  and  escaping 
with  her  to  Sicily,  He  inquired  the  name 
of  the  aga,  and  having  learned  it,  made 
nofurther  comment,  but  begged  his  agent 
to  follow  up  his  inquiries  with  unabated 
zeal,  and  to  lose  no  means  of  obtaining^ 
information;  which  Musa  prcnnised,  and 
leaving  Gaetano  stiU  with  his  son,  returned 
in  the  evening  to  Tuni^. 

After  his  departure,  Hgnatelli  asked 
his  companion  to  accompany  him  round 
tiie  gardens,  and  inquired  occasionally  the 
names  of  the  adjoiningproprietors,  amongst 
whom  he  learned  was  the  aga  Soly many 
whose  domains  joined  up<m  that  part  of 
Ben  Musa's  ground,  in  which  he  had  on 
the  previous  evening  held  the  conversation 
with  the  Sicilian  stranger. 

Gaetano  concealed  his  satii&ction,  and» 
as  early  as  he  could  without  suspicion, 
withdrew  to  his  chamber,  where  he  awmt^ 
ed  the  hour  of  his.  appointed  inteiriewv 


mii  heard,  with^  mr  Uttl^  joy;  the  c&m* 
manoemeiit  of  the  same  strains  ^^ioli^  had 
before  attracted^  his'  attention;  and-  has- 
lieiMtig' instantly  tO' the  spot,  hefonnd^e 
stranger  no  li3$a  anidousfy^  expecting  hiis 
coining.  After  e:rohaRging  a  ^w  worde^ 
he  told  Gaetamp  tt^ai  IF  every  thing  vraB 
seetire  on  his  ^A^^  fimn^  intemipfien;  he 
would  fuid  the  means^of  joining  Him  for  » 
aibort  time:  and^  being'  assured^t^ot)  there 
was  no  danger  of  diisooyeiT;  he  soou;  mad^ 
his  way  through  the  mins^.  of  the  aqucv 
diiefe  inft>  tlie  gardenv^  andi  deseeii<$s«tv  to 
tbe  place  where  Fignatelli  awaited' him, 
wlb  found  his  new  aoqpxaintanee  a  young 
matr  of  prepossessing,  appearance;  dotiiedi 
m  the*  habit  of  a  sla^v^e^ 

Goatano  infosmed  him  that  he  was  ar 
Christian  and  feUow-ocnintryman^  wha 
was.  a  visitor  for  a  short  time  with  Ben; 
Musa  the  Jew,  and  proffered  his  servicer 
iji:  any  way  that  might  be  of  use. 

The  young  man.  expressed  his  gratitude 
at  so  fortunate  an  encounter^  and  toldr 
hna  that  he  waa  a  Sicilian  of  oespectable' 


parentage*  wko  had  beenTe&ptuneArbgr^the 
Xunisiansriaa  ^voyqge  ftoKp  S4eily>to  Maitqif 
^and.  s€^  M  a  slare  to  the  9ga  8olyi»at}«  by 
wJioixi  >lie  waa^eoipli^yed  in  his  igardms ; 
and  bavi^g  acqiiired  the  &vaurHdf'hi$;mi« 
perior^  fae^was  ^pemutted  to  vei^joy  ^rather 
moEe  lib€»%  4ban  his  fellow^captives,  and 
lived  with  the  :priiiieipal  xmiim^r  of  lijs 
laaaster's  lands,  who  &equently  partnltted 
him  to  rramble  In  the  gardens  till  a  late 
hour  in  tte  evening,  when  he  aolaeed 
bimsdf  ^with  the  musde  of  his  nati^v^  rland  t 
&r  no  great  sion  he  thought  he  mi^t 
obtain  his  fib^rty,  and  upon  ihis  arrival  in 
Sieify,  h^  ^Fiends  would  thaifk&illy  prepay 
the  kindness  wiiieh  bad  set  bim  free. 

Gaetano  inquired  if  the  aga  iiad  e&er 
Sicilian  slaves. 

LudovicQ^  «#faich  was  the  name  6f  iba 
youAg  man,  aaid  ;be  believed  ndt,  but-be 
knew  little  jof  the  interior  of  tibe  pdaee 
and  itsiinhabitantsrhe  had  Ji»>wei»r  beard 
from  the  wife>df  the  man  ^i;(ith  whomfbe 
dweU;,  and  who  waa^feet^pMa^ynHnp^yed 
in  the  h^mm^tid 'fSMt^ij^m^giltB^^ 
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who  had  been  Inrought  to  Manuba  within 
a  few  months;  that  her  appearance  was 
peculiarly  interesting,  but  she  seemed 
sinking  into  an  untimely  grave  from  sor- 
row. The  aga,  he  added,  was  deeply 
enamoured  of  her  beauty,  and  lamented 
her  illness,  which  was,  he  understood, 
daily  and  rapidly  increasing. 

Would  it  be  possible,"  asked  Gaetano, 

by  bribing  this  woman,  to  communicate 
to  the  lady,  that  a  friend,  deeply  interested 
in  her  welfare,  was  at  hand,  to  redeem  her 
either  openly  by  purchase,  or  to  venture 
his  life  to  procure  her  escape  ?  Eflfect  this," 
he  continued,  "  and  I  will  answer  without 
hesitation  for  your  own  deliverance.** 

Ludovico  considered  for  a  few  moments, 
and  then  replied,  that  bis  own  exertions 
should  be  employed  to  the  utmost,  and 
that  he  believed  old  Cadige,  the  woman 
he  had  mentioned,  was  avaricious  enough 
to  be  tempted  to  any  thing  by  a  liberal 
bride ;  and  the  keys  of  the  garden  being 
in  her  husband's  power,  she  might  en- 
able them  to  effect  their  purpose. 
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.  On  the  following  night,  he  promised  to 
meet  Gaetano  again,  and  inform  him  of 
any  intdligence  he  had  been  able  to  gain. 
They  soon  after  separated,  and  Pignatdli 
returned  to  his  chamber.  The  next  day 
passed  without  any  incident,  Musa  not 
<x>ming  down  to  Manuba ;  but  as  our  ad* 
venturer  had,  he  hoped,  placed  the  afikir  ^ 
in  a  proper  train,  he  felt  less  anxious  about 
the  measures  to  be  taken  by  the  Jew. 
He  was  not  indeed  positively  certain  that 
the  lady  in  the  harem  of  Solyman  was 
Marguerita  Landolini,  but  he  had  strong 
evidence  of  its  being  so ;  the  time  at  which 
she  was  brought  to  Tuniscorresponded  with 
that  at  which  the  daughter  of  his  friend 
was  carried  off,  and  no  other  person  bad  yet 
been  heard  of  by  Musa,  who  at  all  an* 
swered  the  description.  The  more  he  re- 
flected on  the  subject,  the  more  fully  he 
was  convinced  he  was  right ;  and  that  if 
disappointed  here,  he  had  no  hopes  of 
success  in  any  other  quarter.  TbehiteU 
ligence  brought  him  by  Ludovico  at  their 


flBl  TUB  Twajos  £aF 

doext  meeting  still  furttorcKMnrinced  him. 
!rhe :  hoaesty  of  Cadige  had  yielded  to  the 
]K)pes  of  gain,  and  she  readily  engaged, 
fiw  a  stipulated  priee^  to  ititroduise.Luda- 
Tifio  and  his  friend  into  Bie  .prwate  garden, 
^pat  tiielady  into  their  hands,  and  procure 
disguises  in  whidbi  she  and  Ludovifio 
might  readi  Tunis,  wbexe  C^aetano  could 
convey  them  privately  on  board,  and  :aet 
sail  for  Sicily  without  delay.  The  lady^ 
she  said,  was  an  Italian,  exceedingly 
young  and  beautiful,  but  linking  rapidly 
beneath  her  mental  sufferings;  and  un- 
ceasingly lamenting  :for  her  father  and  her 
fiiends,  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  her 
readiness  to  escape,  for  which  the  old 
woman  undertook  to  prepare  her,  the 
fiist  opportunity  she  could  find  during  the 
day.  Graetano  parted  from  his  new  ac^ 
quaintance  in  great  glee,  engaging  to  have 
jdie  bark  in  readiness  to  sail  the  moment 
they  could  reach  Tunis,  end  to  prepare 
on  the  ensuing  night  for  the  rescue  of  the 
iady. 
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When  Musa  came  Again  to  ifistt  j&m, 
guest,  he  bnnigfat  no  furttier  n&W9Qf)my 
importance ;  the  only  female  he  Qoal&ii^m 
oC  at  all  likely  to  be  the  one  ^yt^bom- 
Gaetano  was  in  search,  was  theiady  wboi 
was  m  the  harem  of  aga  ^oLy man,  ^md  nil 
Iiopes  to  redeem  her  were  uselesSr  even  if 
death  had  not  already  set  faer^fiee,  i^ 
which  there  appeared  great  (prospect.  ^    i  .  > 

Gaetano  affected  to  aequiiesee  >m  Ak»i 
opinion  of  the  Jew»  but  requested  him  to. 
furnish  him  with  a  sum  of  money  JuAim^^. 
diately,  and  to  attend  him  on  t^  iOiorvaw^: 

as  he  should  like  at  least  to  maHe^h^  ^ 

* 

tempt  to  deliver  the  lady,  by  off^mg^h^ti 
ransom ;  but  that  if  it  failed,  he  should. 
set  sail  for  Sicily ;  and  as  he  observed  Ih^ 
sailors  might  be  dilatory,  he  would  order, 
them  to  prepare  instantly  for  their  depart, 
ture ;  desiring  Musa*  on  his  return  to  the. 
city,  to  send  one  of  the  mariners  to  him 
with  the  money  he  required.  His  widi^ 
were  punctually  obeyed ;  the  caution  <if 
his  host  was  lulled  to  sleep,  and  Plgnateltii 
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jfmi^mA  ftr  the  exwotioii  of  hn  jAasn; 
orfaing  the  saOar  who  hiought  the  sum 
liOJteiiml»  to  take  cue  flMt  all  im  boaid 
wmM'  he  in  ieadine«  to  depart  at  a  mo- 


liiLwbvioo  was  punctual  to  his  appoint- 
ilMfil^*and  txM  his  companion  that  Cadige 
was/te  be  in  readiness  in  a  short  time  to 
edmit  thefn  ta  thegarden,  that  she  had: 
h^ttk  «Dme  hours  in  the  pahc^  and  as- 
mML  him  she  should  find  no  difficulty^ih 
cowmttnicating  to  the  lady  the  good  for- 
tdUtf'Whidi  awaited  her;  but  before  die 
pAt  her  into  their  hands,  should  require 
Hie'pisyment  of  the  sum  she  had  specified, 
miA'Sn  which  she  thus  adventured  her  life. 
Wh«i  they  had  escaped  from  the  gardens, 
the*  lady  was  to  set  out  with  Ludovico, 
cKlgliised  as  peasants,  with  such  fruits  as 
Mi  nsnally  carried  to  the  markets  in  Tunis. 
They  were  to  arriye  as  soon  as  the  city- 
gates-  should  be  opened,  and  repair  with- 
out 'loss  of  time  to  the  port,  where  Pig- 
naMHTs  bark  was  in  waiting. 
Gaetano  found  no  difficulty  in  ascend- 
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ing  the  aqueduct  by  the  route  his  com- 
paniou  had  discovered,  and  they  reached 
the  gardens  of  Solymaii.  The  part  sepa- 
rated for  tlie  use  of  the  females  was  at 
some  distance,  and  inclosed  with  high 
walls,  but  communicated  by  a  small  door, 
which  was  kept  constantly  locked,  and 
served  to  admit  the  necessary  workmen, 
under  tbe  direction  of  the  head-gardener 
and  eunuchs.  Tiiey  conceded  themselves 
near  the  spot,  in  expectation  of  the  signal, 
and  had  waited  more  than  an  hour,  when 
the  door  slowly  unclosed,  and  a  femate 
figure  stood  in  the  opening.  Pignatelli 
advanced,  followed  by  Ludovico,  and  they 
entered  the  garden. — ^  Cadig?^"  cried  the 
latter,  •^  is  all  safe  r 

"  Give  me  my  reward,"  sh^  replied. 

Pignatelli  placed  the  purse  in  her  hands, 
which  she  quietly  concealed  about  her 
person,  and  then  said— -^^  I  am  obliged  to 
you,  signor,  and  to  my  friend  Ludovico, 
but  lament  that  I  can  be  of  no  further 
4ise ;  the  lady  expired  an  hour  ago.** 

c  2 
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for  an  instaiit  ofveipowered  ium. 

^  This  is  a  fbiged  tale,"  he  said,  ^  and 
invented  to  deoerre  ns;  hot  nothing  diall 
induce  me  to  retam  till  I  have  iblla-  con- 
viction.'' 

The  woman  qoietly  placed  the  key  in 
her  bosom,  having  pievioudj  locked  the 
gate. — ^  My  life,"  she  said,  ^  shall  not  be 
hazarded ;  and  unless  you  swear  instantiy 
to  retire,  I  will  alann  the  palace  guards» 
and  give  you  up  to  certain  destruction." 

Ludovico,  who  was  standing  bdiind 
Gactano,  loosened  his  cloak,  and  suddenly 
Uirowing  it  over  the  head  of  Cadige,  pre* 
vented  her  uttering  any  sound,  and  snatch- 
ing the  key  from  her  bosom,  inquired 
how  they  should  proceed  ? 

*^  Let  us  first,"  said  Pignatelli,  "  secure 
this  most  feithful  ally,  and  then  endea- 
vour to  ascertain  the  truth  of  her  state- 
ment." 

They  conducted  her  to  a  remote  part  of 
the  outer  garden,  and  interrogated  her 
about  her  story,  in  which  she  finnly  per- 
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sisted ;  but  at  length  a^preed^  that  if  they 
dared  to  follow  her  to  the  walls  of  th^ 
haretn^  she  would  place  them  in  a  situ* 
atioB  to  convince  themselves  of  her  ve* 
radty*  Resolved  that  notliing  should 
{xrevent  him  from  ascertaining  the  fact» 
Gaetano  consented ;  and  drawing  his  dag* 
ger,  swore  to  plunge  it  in  her  breast  if  sh^ 
betrayed  them.  Under  considerable  tre^ 
pidation,  she  now  retraced  with  them  the 
way  to  the  palace,  Ludpvico  still  retain*^ 
ing  the  key  of  the  private  gate ;  they  fol* 
lowed  in  profound  silence  a  winding  path, 
which  led  through  the  fragrant  shades 
of  the  zenana  gardens,  and  soon  arrived 
within  sight  of  the  buildings. 

"  By  mounting  a  tree  near  yonder  lat- 
tice," said  Cadige,  "  you  may  command 
a  view  of  the  chamber  where  the  remains 
of  the  lady  are  deposited ;  joy  at  the  hopes 
of  freedom  overcame  her,  and  she  ex-r 
pired  in  the  arms  of  her  women ;  I  left  the 
attendants  mourning  round  her  body." 

Pignatelli  desired  his  companion  to 
guard  their  conductress^  and  aceording  to 
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hfft  directicmfly  mounted  tlie  tree,  fraoi 
ivbenoe  he  was  too  fidly  ccnvineed  of  the 
xnfelaiichc^y  troth.  In  the  apatment  be^ 
fbre  him,  he  perceired  the  inanhnate  fomi 
a  a  yottng  female  stretched  Hfelesa  upon 
a  couch,  and  two  mutes  statkmed  besidie 
her.  As  he  leaned  forward  to  gain,  if  pos^ 
sible,  a  clearer  view,  the  brandi  on  which 
he  rested  gave  way,  and  he  felt  with  Bome 
violence  to  the  groimc^  but  arose  unhurt,. 
Lndovioo,  who  saw  the  acddenl^  rushed 
fbmv'ard  to  aid  him,  forgetful  of  his  charge; 
and  Cadige,  taking  advantage  of  his  ne- 
gligence, fled  to  a  nefghbouring  door  of  the 
harem,  rending  the  air  with  screams  and 
cries. 

**  This  treacherous  fool  will  be  our  ruin,'^ 
said  Ludovico. 

"  We  have  no  longer  any  cause  for  ex^ 
posing  ourselves,"  said  Gaetano ;  ^  follow 


me." 


They  then  retreated  with  all  possible 
speed  towards  the  gate,  hut  missing  the 
direct  pathway,  entangled  themselves  in 
the  niazes  of  the  garden.    Lights  moving 
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in  all  directions  in  the  distant  window^ 
Gotlvinoed  them  that  the  palace  ww 
alarmed,  and  their  danger  incicasing. 
When  they  at  last  readied  the  gate,  I^^ 
natelli  asked  his  companion  $>r  the  key.  ^ 

^  Surely,  signor^  I  gave  it  to  you  when 
last  we  eiUered.** 

^  I  had  it  not^**  said  Gaetano^  *^  and 
perfectly  recollect  your  retduung  \t^'  Sus«> 
pidon  of  the  faith  of  his  new  acquaintance 
for  a  moment  entered  his^  breast ;  but  the 
evident  alarm  under  which  he  suffered, 
convinced  him  of  his  truth.  ^  It  is  um 
doubtedly  concealed  about  yovat  person/^ 
he  said.  i 

Ludovico,  now  nearly  beside  himself 
with  fright,  trembled  so  violently,  that  he 
could  scarcely  make  the  necessary  search^ . 
which  however  proved  successful.  He 
had  in  his  agitation  forgotten  where  he 
had  put  it ;  and  but  for  the  greater  ooni;<* 
posure  of  his  companion,  which  never  dei 
serted  him  for  an  instant^ .  they  inust^have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  thdr  pursuera; 
As  it  was,  they  fled  thtougb  the.  opening. 
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jBuftwM  aome  one  ippened  in  tbe  dtstancc, 
mad  diacharged  a  carlmie  at  them  in  thdr 
letoeat*  The  windings  of  the  exterior 
fpHlPM  wore  well  known  to  Laidariotf; 

they  otttstii]^^  ^''^  puisaeriy  readied 
the  mined*  a^ieduet,  and  gained  the 
grounds  of  Ben  Musa  in  safety. 

Gaetanotook  liodovioo  witli  him  to  his 
Aamber»  aaid  Aey  oonscdted  together  bow 
te  proeced.  It  was  piaiiaible  that  Cadige 
wmdd  invent  some  story  of  her  teira^ 
,1vhtdk  would  by  no  means  inYolve  hetad^ 
and  petfaaps  not  Gaetano ;  the  safety  of 
XiUdovioo  was  mote  doubtfiil,  and  Pig* 
natelli  determined  to  rescue  him  at  aD 
events;  bat  the  difficulty  at  first  seemed 
very  great.  In  the  habit  he  then  wore, 
he  was  exposed  to  certain  detection ;  his 
la^ster  missing  him  in  the  rooming,  would 
iriake  inquiries  which  must  lead  to  an  in*- 
stant  search;  to  trust  Ben  Musa,  would 
b^  to  betray  to  him  the  whole  proceedings 
andwonld  waste  time,  as  the  sooner  they 
were  on  board  the  better. 

After  some  cmisidemtion^  Pignatelli  re- 
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solved  to  enter  the  chamber  of  young 
Mu9ay  and  convey  away  hrs  clojthest  in 
which  he  might  attire  Ludovico»  ajnd  set 
out  with  him  for  Tunis»  to  reach  the  city 
b^:Mre  the  gates  undosed  ill  the  morning. 
This  he  happily  effected ;  fuid  thus  di9- 
guxsedy  they  made  their  way  to  the  port 
without  detection,,  foijnd  every  thjng  pre- 
pared for  their  sailing,  and  with  a  strong 
wind  in  their  favour,  were  in  a  few  hours 
beyond  the  reach  of  danger. 

Gaetano  had  left  a  note  for  Ben  Mnsa, 
excusing  his  sudden  flight,  and  inclosing 
a  full  and  handsome  remuneration  for  hts 
services,  with  a  present  for  his  son,^  but 
without  specifying  any  of  the  circum- 
stances wliieh  induced  him  to  depart  thus; 
privately. 

When  the  hurry  of  events  was  over, 
and  he  reflected  on  what  had  passed,  his 
spirits  sunk  at  the  thoughts  of  Landolini ;; 
and  as  the  distant  land  of  Sicily  rose  above 
the  waves,  he  greeted  it  with  a  sigh  of  sad 
disappointment^  and  almost  wished  that 

'  c  S 
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the  breezes  which  wafted  him  so  rapidly 
along,  had  delayed  the  fatal  iDtelligence, 
of  which  he  was  the  -unwiUing  herald. 
But  soon  they  doubled  Cape  St.  Marco,  and 
bore  down  towards  Sciacca,  with  a  course 
which,  und«r  any  other  circumstances, 
PignatelU  would  have  considered  as  the 
height  of  good  fortune. 


'y 
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J         •      •  •  Of  J 

■ '  >              'It  doth  pretent  harati  rugpy  ,  .  -{ 
Defect  of  manners,  want  of  f  overninenty 
Pride,  haaghtinesSy  opinion,  and  disdain ; 

Tfae  leaat  of  which  haunting  a  nobleman,  ■•■.-•  - 

Loseth  Biens  hearts,  and  leaves,  behind  a  stain.  ,u 

Sbaksspeare*. 


f  •  I 


The  news  of  a  vessel  bearing^p  towai^ft 
the  dty,  was,  four  or  five  days  after  6ae^ 
tano*s  departure,  conveyed  to  don  Sigifli^ 
mund,  who  instantly  ordered  that  th^ 
baroness  Solanto  should  not  be  disturbed 
by  the  intelligence,  until  some  more  cM- 
tain  information  was  obtained :  a  seobtMi 
messenger  came,  confirming  the  new^^  but  ^ 
at  present  ignorant  of  the  nation  ^ 
which  she  belonged.  The  count  imi 
mediatdy  repaired  to  the  gallery  in  wfaidi 
was  situated  the  apartmentis  of  thd  baib^ 
ness  and  her  dauf^ter;  and  having  sutni' 
moned  an  attendant,  desired  Hib^liie  Udh^ 
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Costanza  miglit  be  requested  to  see  him 
instantly.  Anticipating  the  purport  of  bis 
visit,  a  few  minutes  brought  her  to  bis 
presaice. 

**  I  wish  not,**  said  Sigismund,  •*  to 
cause  hopes,  signora,  which  may  hereafte?^ 
be  disappointed ;  buta  vessel,  I  am  told,  is^ 
now  bearing  into  the  bay ;  probably  it  may 
bring  the  baron  Solanto,  and  such,,  most 
devoutly,  do  I  hope,  we  may  find  to  be 
the  case;  but  until  we  are  assured  of  the 
ftet^  it  wfll,  I  thinks  be  better  not  to 
agnate  the  feelings  of  the  baroness.  I 
will  myself  repair  to  the  Marino,  and 
Itfing  ypu  the  earliest  intelligence." 

Co<9tanza  expressed  ha:  joy  and  grati- 
tude»  and  agreed  with  the  count  in  the 
^precaution  he  advised^  entreating  him  not 
to  delay  an  instant  in  relieving  her  from 
the  agony  of  i^uspense.  Impatient  to 
brihg  her  the  glad  tidings,  Sigismund 
lingered  not  a  moment,  but  hurried  to  the 
'MjBdino,  to  watch  tlie  progress  of  the  ap- 
proaching sail,  which  yet  was  at  scmie 
lijMJb  distanoe. 
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From  one  rf  the  towers  of  PeroHo' 
Castle,  Federico  was  also  watching  the 
coming  bark. 

**  She  appears  a  vessel  of  some  fbrCe," 
said  one  of  his  Other's  officers  who  waa 
with  him ;  '^  and  Turkish^  I  should  thiidc 
by  her  make." 

Federico  began  to  fbar  that  disappoInt*^ 
ment  was  still  in  store  for  those  in  whom 
he  felt  so  interested ;  since  their  meeting^ 
in  the  church,  his  thoughts  had  been  oc- 
cupied by  one  idea  alone.  The  image  of 
Costanzo  di  Solanto  filled  his  mind,^  and 
her  destiny  had  been  the  only  subject  ot 
his  reflections.  In  the  imperious  and 
haughty  manner  of  Sigismund  di  Luna,, 
he  read  the  tyranny  to  which  her  spirit 
Would  be  bowed ;  and  in  the  malignant 
scowl  oi  the  countess,^  he  had  traced  those 
dark  passions  to  which  he  feared  Costanza^d 
p^tce  would  for  ever  be  sacrificed.  Had 
jiny  accident  happened  to  hei  £ither,  be 
felt  there  were  na  hopes  of-  her  escape^  aa 
her  mother's  weak  state  rendered  it  im- 
pos^ble  she  could  bear  up  against  ac^ 
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fiboA  of  ^ef ;  md  left  an  orphan  in  the 
iMtids  of  Luna  and  his  mother,  the  fulfiL 
ment  of  her  engagements  must  be  in* 
evitable;  but  should  these  fedfs  for  the 
Mfety  of  Solanto  be  groundless,  his  ar» 
rival,  it  mi^t  be  hoped,  would  change  the 
ntuation  of  afiairs.  How  far  he  might  be 
pledged  to  Luna,  Federico  knew  not;  but 
lie  trusted  that  some  fortunate  event 
m^t  shew  in  their  true  coloufs  the  dan- 
Ijerods  risks  to  whidi  the  happiness  of  any 
female  must  be  exposed,  who  was  left  to 
the  violence  of  Sigismund  and  the  fury  of 
the  GoiintesSb 

Without  violating  the  promise  he  had 
given  to  his  mother,  Perollo  could  not 
but  indulge  in  these  delusive  visions. 
Costanza's  appearance  at  the  festival,  and 
the  spirit  with  which  she  bad  resisted  the 
assumed  authority,  and  the  rudeness  and 
ill-humour  to  which  she  was  exposed,  had 
aerved  to  increase  his  growing  passion  for 
Iter.  All  the  resolutions  he  had  formed, 
after  the  conversation  with  his  mother, 
>fcad  faded  before  the  impresdons  whkb 
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the  interview  in  the  church  hdd  hrougfat 
back ;  and  though  no  fevent  had  occurred 
to  raise  his  hopes,  though  the  air  and 
manner  of  don  Sigismund  convinced  hka 
that  Costanza  was  considered  as  his  plighted 
bride,  yet,  against  all  reason,  he  did  feel  less 
overwhelmed  with  despondency  ^han  he 
had  done  since  first  he  learned  the  fatal 
truth  of  Sigismund*s  engagement  with  die 
object  of  bis  new  and  ardeM;  love.  His  anx- 
iety for  the  arrival  of  the  baron  had  also 
another  motive ;  by  enabling  the  baroness  to 
remove  from  the  Castel  di  Luna,,  he  trusfp 
ed  the  intercourse  with  his  mother  would 
be  more  frequent,  and  that  he  himself 
should  thus  be  enabled  to  visit,  and  avail 
himself  of  any  advantage  whfeh  fortunate 
circumstances  might  ofier. 

In  the  temper  and  manner  of  don  Si- 
gismundy  and  the  character  which  the 
countess  universaUy  bore,  he  filattered 
himself  he  had  sufficient  excuse  for  de« 
siring  to  rescue  Costanza  from  their  al- 
liance*   Soothing  and  encouraging  him- 
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jirif  Willi  eveiy  &TourabIe  pointy  and  care- 
feUy  excludiiig  from,  l^  thoughts  evety 
^iugument  which  reason  could  not  but  ad^ 
jdnoe  to  crudi'  his  hopes  and  expectations^ 
ke  had  lequested  to  be  informed  of  the 
affiival  of  any  yessel  iii  the  port,  and  now 
stbod  #atchuig  the  approach  of  the  onijr 
bne  which  had  (entered  for  several  days;^ 
Vhe  wuid  being  dirediy  £dr,  she  stood 
late  At  bay  with  a  steady  and  rapid 


-  "«  She  must  be  Turkish,**  said  Antonia 
Margieri,  who  stood  by;  *' and  I  think 
now  I  can  distinguish  their  flag  of  truoe  i 
a  short  time,  signor,  will  inform  us  who 
fiind  what  she  is.** 

On  the  Marino  count  Luna  bad  also 
anxiously  awaited  the  bark. — '^  It  is  some 
Turkish  vessel  l^  her  rigging;**  said  a 
Mssriner  who  i^ood  near*  .  Sigismund  felt 
that  he  knew  not  how  ta  carry  back  such 
ladings  to  his  mistress ;  he  remained  in 
ftarful  suspense,  wishing,  yet  scarcely 
expicting^  to  hear  the  supposition  contra^ 
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idicted.  **  I  know  ber  welU''  exclaimed 
the  man  who  had  spdken  before ;  '^  it  is 
U  Gindeo,  the  Turkish  admiral." 

**The  corsair  who  has  infested  our  seas 
q£  late  ?"  asked  Sigismund. 

**  Call  him  what  you  please,  sighw ;,  I 
know  it  is^  the  ship  which  Serican  oom- 
mandsji  and  fix>m  which  we  had  a  narrow 
escape  not  many  wedsa  ago ;  she  bears  a 
flag  of  truce  too;  what  ean  have  brougbt 
them  hwe  ?" 

Luna  saw  the  signal^  and  could  not  but 
be  eonvinced^  that  hk  hopes  wmt  disap:. 
pointed ;  without  waitin|f  for  further  inu 
fbrmation,  be  bent  h»  step9  with  a  heavy 
and  reluctant  heart  towards  the  castkf,  aa 
he  knew  the  unwelcome  tidings^  he  mnst 
communicate  to  hi&  expecting  guests.  - 

"  The  will  of  Heaven  be  done  P  said 
Costanza  with  a  sigh,  when  he  had  told 
his  tale;  ^what  dire  misfortune  has  be* 
fallen  my  poor  father,  I  fear  to  think  !" 

^  Hope  still/'  said  Sigismund ;  ^^  this 
vessel  may  at  least  bring  tidings  of  the 
faaroOt  and  be  the  harbinger  of  his  ap« 
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^^raodi ;  I  win  retAm  and  collect  for  jrcMI 
^1  the  infbnnatioifi  I  can ;  biit  cheer  your 
spirits^  dear  lady  GosCanEd, ,  and  support 
the  haronett  under  the  igikmnce  in  wMch 
we  must  yet  keep  her,  till  something 
inwe  is  known.**^ 

Costanaa  gratefiiUy  estpressed  her 
tiianks,  and  Luna  returned  again -to  the 
Marino.  The  vessel  nowrode  within  a 
sAK>rt  and  easy  distiuioe  of  the  shor^  -ftom 
whence  a  boat  was  dispatched  by.  the  0(& 
Seers  of  F^uidolfina»  as  captain  of  the  port 
The  circumstance  c^  9uch  a  vessel  enta^- 
ing  the  bay,  had  drawn  a  considerable 
number  of  citizens  to  the  Marino,  and  all 
were  expecting  the  return  of  those  whom 
don  Giaoomo  had  ordered  out  on  the  in* 
quiry^ — •*  They  .say,"  said  one  of  the 
qrowd,  ^*  that  it  is  II  Gindeo  himself,  who 
has  kept  the  seas  these  many  weeks  with 
two-and-twenty  galleys,  and  from  the  few 
arrivals  we  have  had  of  late,  I  fear  he  has 
found  his  present  expedition  a  most  pro- 
fitable ona" 

The.  barone  del  Nadore  had  joined  the 
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gazing  multitude,  and  was  addressing 
Sigismund  on  this  most  unusual  event-^ 
"  Were  our  seas  properly  protected,**  he 
said,  **  such  insults  could  not  happen  to 
our  flag ;  but  whilst  our  Spanish  naasters^ 
iuid  their  vicegerent  here  in  Sdacca,  the 
illustrious  don  Giacomo,  are  revelling  iii 
the  spoils  of  th6  people,  and  trampling  on 
every  noble  who  opposes  their  degrading 
tyranny,  they  have  no  time  or  inclination 
to  oppose  the  enemies  ,of  Christianity; 
This  bragging  pirate,  if*  I  mistake  not^ 
has  some  secret  intrigue  with  the  PeroUp 
and  his  ruffians.  Were  such  men  as  count 
Sigismund  di  Luna  in  the  high  offices 
they  ought  to  ffil,  we  should  not  see  the 
corsairs  scouring  our  seas,  closing  all  our 
ports,  and  outraging  our  feelings,  by  sucU 
bold  and  daring  visitation's ;  we  shall  soon 
see  the  captain  of  our  port  parading 
through  the  streets  to  hold  a  parley  witl| 
this  infidel.'* 

**  Surely,"  said  Luna,  "  even  he  wul 
not  so  &r  debase  himself  as  to  wait  on  tb^ 
pirate  in  his  den ;  whatever  business  may 
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kKte  biouglit  tbe  ooiaiir  here^  csaa  be 
tnuiMCted  in  some  maBner  ksa  cSSmme 
tD>the  ftdk^  dTa  Sicilian  noUe^  than  by 
dttending  on  his  witt  wfatoe  he  shall  choose 
todicbU;e»* 

"  Tbe  boat  w»  now  tctumtng  towards 
tbe  shcnre^  and  tbe  crowd  impatiently 
aaraitiiig.  them;  that  it  was  Seriean  him^ 
•df  was  sooB  asoetfeunedf  bat  who  or 
wbat  be  wanted^  still  reoiaindd  a  seeretr 
/Rte  borone  del  Nadive  demanded  c^  part 
cf^the  beafi  crew  wbo^  bad  ascended  to 
Ifte  Marino^  and  aaenod  tb^  be  hastenmg 
to  FemUo  Gaade^  wbaf  had  brought  the 
siovinir  to  Sciaoca  ? 

^  To.  treaty  I  rniderstand,  with  count 
linna  for  the  redemption  of  some  prisoner 
be  has  on  board*'' 

'  Lima  started  at  the  reply,  and  demand^ 
ed  a  ihrther  explanation.  Eitha*  fiiom  the 
tone  in  which  the  question  was  put,  or 
from  an  acquired  enmity  towards  the 
6ount»  the  fellow  rather  uncivilly  referred 
bim  to  the  baron  Pandolfina  for  informa* 
tjoiH  to  whoniy  he  satdy  they  w«^  hasten*^ 
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ing  to  r^ort  the  message  they  had  re^ 
ceived* 

The  blood  of  Luna  rase  indignant  at 
the  insult,  and  he  rushed  unattended  to 
the  beaeh  below,  and  commanded  s&cm 
boatmen  to  convey  him  immediately  to 
the  ship ;  to  be  indebted  to  P«x>llo  for  ,in^ 
formation  or  assistance,  was  more  than  th^ 
spirit  of  Luna  could  endure,  and  i^  as  he 
already  feared,  the  baron  Solan  to  wasM^e 
captive,  he  wished,  at  all  events^  to  stop 
the  interference  of  any  one  beside  himself 
in  effecting  his  deliverance. 

The  count  was  some  minutes  before  he 
found  any  one  to  convey  him  from  the 
shore,  and  as  he  was  stepping  into  the 
boat,  part  of  the  port-captain's  men,  who 
had  remained  with  their  vessel,  advanced^ 
and  peremptorily  ordered  that  not  a  soul 
should  stir,  until  permission  had  been  cb^ 
tained  from  the  baron  Pandolfina« 

Sigismund  angrily  commanded  the  boat- 
men  to  proceed ;  they  4still  hesitated ;  a^ 
his  oppcments  leaping  in,  quietly  seated 
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ikemddreBf  ,  and  rditemted  thdr  ordm 
that  not  a  soul  should  move.  The  rage 
of  Luna  wais  now  unbounded ;  he  storm- 
ed JBtnd  threat^ied ;  but  the  men,  assuring 
him  all  the  time  of  their  entire  deroticHi 
to  his  eceellensa's  will,  remained  steady  in 
their  opposition.  The  count  appeared  as 
if  determined  to  revenge  himself  by  force, 
when  Del  Nadore,  who  had  followed  him, 
cune  finrwafd,  and  exerting  his  authority 
as  principal  magistrate  of  the  dty,  and  as 
a  friend  of  don  Giacomo,  commanded  the 
opponents  of  the  count  to  retire,  and  allow 
him  to  proceed;  unwillingly,  and  after 
much  debate^  they  did  so.  The  fury  of 
Luna  remained  however  entirely  unabated; 
he  did  not  remember  to  thank  the  baron 
for  his  friendly  interference;  but  almost 
unconscious  of  what  he  was  about,  or- 
dered to  be  conveyed  instantly  alongside 
the  newly-arrived  vesseL  The  boatmen 
proceeded,  and  Sigismund  brooded  over 
the  public  insult  he  considered  himself  to 
have  received.     Arrived  alongside,  the 
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roWers  paused  upon  their  oars.  An  of- 
ficer looked  over  the  ship's  aide»  and  de** 
manded  their  names  and  business. 

^'  Tell  the  pirate  chief,'*  said  Sigismund, 
still  tremulous  with  passion,  **  that  count 
Luna  is  arrived  to  ransom  and  redeem  his 
captive." 

The  questioner  retired,  and  soon  again 
appeared. 

^*  The  Turkish  bassa  Serican,  commander 
of  the  Ottoman  fleet  within  these  seas, 
orders  count  Luna  to  make  what  speed 
he  may  to  land ;  were  not  the  flag  of  truce 
still  flying  on  our  tops,  his  insolence  had 
met  with  its  deserts,  before  the  eyes  of  all 
the  citizens  of  Sciacca.  The  bassa  hopes 
to  find  at  Tunis  some  more  courteous 
friend  of  the  baron  Solanto  to  rescue  him 
from  slavery." 

Luna  sat  for  some  moments  motionless 
fVom  fury  and  vexation.  Thus  to  be  i^ 
suited  by  one  whom  he  considered  as  a 
corsair  and  a  plunderer,  was  more  than  he 
qould  at  any  time  liave  borne,  much  less 
in  his  present  state  of  irritation;  but  to 
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retunt'boollesB from  bis  voyage,  to piri^' 
liib  the  oontetnpt  with '#kkdi  he  had  hem 
treated  to  all  the  rauititade  an  shores 
and,  above  aU,  how  to  meet  the  jost  re- 
|iroache8  <>f  Costanata,  and  hereafter  to  ex-* 
duse  his  intemperate  oonduot  to  the  baron 
himself,  overwhelmed  him  with  a  variety 
df  distress,  from  which  he  knew  no  means 
of  being  extricated. 

At  length  recovering  in  a-  slight  de- 
gree, he  repUed  to  the  officer,  wha  was 
i^yparently  watching  his  departufe^'-^*  Ig- 
norant,  signor,  of  Hie  rank  and  station  of 
your  commander,  I  only  learned  the  cir- 
cumstanoe  of  his  requiring  a  communi- 
cation with  me  from  the  citizens  on  shore; 
be  will  therefore  excuse,  I  trust,  my  in- 
advertency, and  inform  me  on  what  terms 
we  are  to  treat.** 

The  Turk  again  withdrew,  and  shortly 
after  reappeared  with  the  bassa's  answer. 
-'^^*  Our  admiral,  signor,  has  sent  oh  shore 
to  the  baron  Pandolfina  (who  is,  we  un- 
derstand, the  port-captain)  the  terms  on 
which  he  meant  to  treaty  and  through  him 


q&,n  BOW  efface  ihe  insult  yon  Mw  ^^ 
fered;' 

*^  1  faaye  ftkowijr  imd^  tny  teiscwei,  ;4ig- 
Bor/'  said  Lxma-;  ^'  tbene  <:an  i^eBajidoeasitjr 
jg^  wy  lOteimediAte  inUfisowse  >biifcw0m 
m.  Commend  me.  thereforo,  ta  y^nr 
ecnrnoander,  and  say  I  wait  -to  bear  bitf 
resolution  and  demands /' 

To  this  conciHatoiy  apeacbt  iiow^^^r^ 
8erican  aitiU  reamined  unyieWing--^*  J 
have  the  bassa's  strict  injunctions  siff$f^^ 
tK)  qrder  you  instantly  tp  jeav^  1^^  vje^saprs 
side.  In  addition  to  the  fir^  vwpraviok^ 
insult  c^ered  to  our  admiraji'sjhjgl)  rank,, 
be  now  considers,  as  a  second  (^goesiBion, 
the  objection  to  treat  tbrwgh  the  ;per$oii 
to  whom  you  were  re^^red.  I  am  .ibrHd* 
den  iarther  parley.'^ 

Sigismund  ^t  fpr  some  mom^ts  ux  At 
lenee. 

"  What  would  yoiir  lexpi^tt^fiiia  wish  ?** 
asked  the  boatmen. 

''  ^tucn   to  lan^"   was  tlie  pfply ; 

VPL.  IL  9 
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^  toention  to  none  the  dreumstances  of 
our  voyage,  and  follow  me  to  Luna 
Castle." 

When  they  reached  the  shore,  one  of 
the  men  observed,  *^  they  have  hauled  down 
theur  flag  of  truce,  and  put  their  helm 
about;  but  with  a  wind  like  tiiis,  they 
must  remain  where  they  are,  for  out  to 
sea  they  cannot  get." 
.  Luna  felt  some  slight  return  of  hope, 
md  on  landing,  ordered  the  people  to 
follow  him. 

•  Del  Nadore  had  wjuted  his  return,  and 
pressed  forward  eagerly  to  inquire  the  par- 
ticulars of  his  interview  with  Serican. 

"I  have  not  seen  him,  nor  has  any 
thing  yet  taken  place,"  said  Sigismund, 
endeavouring  to  escape. 

The  barone  followed  with  many  offers 
of  service,  which  Luna  unceremoniously 
declined ;  his  persecutor  was  however  not 
so  easily  dismissed,  but  continued  to  ac- 
company him  towards  the  castle. 

**  The  business,  signor  barone,"  he  at 
length  said,  **  in  which  I  am  engaged,  is 
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of  no  pleasant  nature ;  if  I  stand  iti  need 
of  your  services,  I  shall  command  them." 
Del  Nadore  stared  in  astonishment—"  I 
cannot  now  be  trifled  with,"  said  Luna, 
"  and  must  request  to  be  left,** 

With  a  bow  of  respect  and  wonder,  the 
gentleman  withdrew^ 

As  the  count  entered  his  castle,  he  or«- 
dered  one  of  his  servants  to  request  the 
baron  Adriano  would  come  to  him,  and 
sent  others  to  summon  to  his  presence  the 
signors  Calandrino  and  Inft)ntanetta :  he 
then  proceeded  to  the  gallery  adjoining 
the  baroness  Solanto's  apartments,  and  de- 
sired an  attendant  to  inform  the  lady  Cos* 
tanza,  without  her  mother's  knowledge, 
that  he  wished  for  a  few  minutes  conver<t 
sation. 

Whilst  he  expected  her  approach,  the 
count  endeavoured  to  collect  himself,  b<^ 
to  alarm,  more  than  was  unavoidable,  the 
filial  tenderness  of  Costanza,  and  to  ex- 
culpate himself  for  his  imprudence.  She 
soon  attended  him,  and  eagerly  demanded 
what  information  he  liad  collected  ? 

D  8 


p ' 


^  >^t11ie  fattroni*'  lie  tuwiered,  ^  ib  in 

^- '^j^ndamv^d?"  asked  Costsnsa,  lier 
dbuiiienanee  farighfening  ivith  joj;  but 
regarding  the  depremon  of  hia  manner, 
Wkh  relaftoed  agmn  into  fflixiety  and  tenor. 

"He  is  indeed  <Mi  faoud  this  vessel; 
but  his  liuidmg  ^1,  I  fear,  be  aome  time 
aiflaytsd." 

hm  yiy  ifkUier  wdU  Md  si^ylsmved  in 
8^Jac!C!ttr  'she  gaeldated;  "let  me  in- 
stkntfly  revive  taf  mother  with  the  ti« 
aihgsr 

•*  Not  yet,  not  yet  T'  said  Lnna,  seiz- 
ing her  hand ;  "  there  is  a  distressing  cir- 
camstance  still  to  maition,  which  must 
bi&  'kept  from  tlie  knowledge  of  the  ba- 
loness,  and  which  you,  I  trust,  wUl  hear 
with  firmness  and  seU-poasession.^ 
.  Costanza  could  scarcely  support  her  tot- 
^ring  frame,  and  gazed  in  silent  agony 
lipon  the  count. 

*r,  rfv  ry^Y^  Ymtcm  is  detained  on  board  a 
♦efrkish  ship  -of  war" 

"  Is  that  the  worst  ?^  i^ed  the  daugli* 
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ter,  bceathuig  ^aia  frcMn  her  oyeifovwr- 

ing  fears.  ,,r  .^ 

**  I  trust  it  is,**  replied  Luna. 

**  Then  let  his  ra»i9om  instantly  \>^ 
paid;  let  his  captors  tax  us  to  the  utmart& 
wtllkigly  shall  all  we  have  redeem  oaj 
Other's  liberty.  If  tiliey  ask  a  captive  iiir 
return,  our  sovereign,  I  know,  will  gladljf) 
let  them  take  their  dioice,  to  serve  his 
gallant,  veteran  Solantsa  Repaitr,  ootmt 
Luna,  in^ntly  on  board;  comply  witb^ 
any  terms  they  ask^  Restore  my  father 
to  liberty,  myself  and  all  besides  abaA 
gratefully  be  yours;  nay^  stay  not  ix)i 
reply ;  let  him  be  instantly  released,  aoi 
let  me  bless  my  mother  by  the  newsJ* 

'*  I  have  already,"  an&wered  Sigismuoi^' 
with  hesitaticm,  ^  been  off  ta  the  vesseL"^ 

^  And  what  was  your  reception  ?  wkat 
are  the  terms  of  ransoini  7"^ 

^  I  was  received  with  iiMilt^  all  terms 
rgected,  and  referred  to  the  Paro&a'^ 

*^  What  says  don  Gidcoma?^  ejaenlatedi 
Costanza.    ••     ':.  -  ^^ 
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*  Could  I  inquire  of  a  Ferono  ?^  re* 
plied  Luna,  extremely  agitated. 

She  looked  at  him  for  an  instant. — 
**  My  mother  and  myself  are  here,  signor, 
under  your  protection  till  my  father  is  re- 
stored ;  and  I  require  you  to  attend  me 
instantly  to  the  castle  of  the  baron  Paiw 
dolfina.'' 

^  Impossible !"  said  the  coimt. 

**  Then  unattended  I  must  go.  The 
courtesy  of  the  Perollo  will,  I  doubt  not^ 
render  me  all  the  service  I  require,  and 
to  him  count  Luna  will  hereafter  be  in* 
debted  for  the  ransom  of  his  father's 
fnend.'' 

"  Torture  me  not,  for  pity*s  sake,**  said 
Sigismund;  ^^  I  have  summoned  hither 
my  fiunily  and  friends,  and  every  exertion^ 
dearest  Ck)stanza,  ^hall  be  made  to  set 
your  father  free ;  do  but  confide  in  us ;  no 
reference  shall  then  be  wanting  to  our  in- 
sulting foe,  nor  shall  any  sacrifice  on  our 
part  be  withheld." 

"  If  jfrom  the  baron  Pandolfina  we  are 
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to  learn  the  terms,  he  must  of  course  b^ 
sooner  or  later  referred  to,  and  I  see  no 
advantage  which  advice  can  possibly  be  of 
in  the  affair;  it  will  but  cause  delays 
equally  distressing  and  needless,  and  if  on 
every  occasion  my  wishes,  and  the  comfort 
of  my  family,  must  yield  to  this  unnatural 
hatred,  I  cannot  but  measure  your  pro* 
fessions  of  regard  by  cirqumstances  which 
will  weigh  heavily  against  their  since- 
rity." 

Sigismund  looked  displeased ;  but  Co$- 
tanza  was  unwilling  to  postpone  for  an 
instant  the  application  to  PeroUo. — *^  At 
least,"  she  said,  '^  let  me  endeavour  to 
obtain  an  interview  with  my  father  during 
the  treaty;  surely  this  will  not  be  de- 
nied." 

"  Your  mother,  signora,  will  wonder  at 
your  absaice ;  why  should  we  alarm  her? 
till  your  anxiety  is  terminated  by  the  ba- 
ron's restoration  to  liberty,  why  agitate  her 
mind  ?  My  friends  will  soon  be  here ;  trust 
me,  we  will  decide  without  loss  of  time 


^  mt  ittduCiotM  urith  oektitf  andf  cRs^ 

.  A  s^TMt  ttmotiHtedl  thitt  the  bttron 
Adniui(»'  wtt  tridtiiig  want  Sigisttnttia^n 
dMnmaUdii  be^agtttttehtfseated  Cdrttoaea  e6 
ifrttst  tftt^  itegdcifttloil  With  htiiiself  ainct  life 
lilittids^  MritfacAit  ttay  InmiectiiBte  T^t^ttc^ 
w  FMwd  rJtiWnliiigly'  n^  tbnsenteu 
ftrtt^hoMdekrjr,  bttt fifing fhsttkerwish^k 
were  so  needlessly  sacrificed  to  Sig^ 
Htmhiflf  litffiddilfg  ^mnity,  Oit  tiered 
Mttf*  wilb  n  tfetltetiidQ  of  fnc)fe  didUce^  thM 
sfte  Inid  ever  felt  ^ce  theit  introductidit 
fo  fir)^  eitdeavoars  to  support  her  hopcAi  of 
Mbti  beholding  Sokntd,  her  answers*  Tneffr 
6oldy  and  somewhat  indSgnant ;  and  f/tte 
returned  to  her  mother,  exerting  aH  het 
pottrers  to  hide  the  perturbation  of  her 
Mind.  The  baronest  hud  missed  her  from 
her  room,  and  eagerly  inquired  if  any  fk^ 
ttturable  tidings  had  ealled  her  out  ? 

^  We  may  soon  hope  to  hear  some 
teMelisr  aie  ajtiving,^  she  said»  ^  thoogh 
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not  the  cine  we  look  for ;  y  eib  my  fiithe^ai 
safety  has  been  aseertainedJ** 

^  His  ship  then,"^  said  the  bareness;. 
^  has  been  seen  ?  knowing  he  has  been  iti 
safety  since  the  storm,  wilt  tranquillize  my 
mind,  though  he  is  not  yet  arrived.'*^ 

**  That  he  is  safe,"  we  have  heard  from 
undoubted  authority,''  said  Cbstanza,  eager 
to  give  her  mother  comfort. 

**  Can  I  not  see  the  persons  who  brought 
the  information  ?^  asked  the  bareness. 

"  Not  yet,  I  fear,"  answered  her  daugh- 
ter ;  "  but,  dearest  mother,  you  will,  I 
hope,  be  composed,  now  we  know  that 
my  father  is  safe  and  welL  We  may  ex- 
pect him  speedily,  therefore  reserV'e  yoitr 
strength  to  meet  him  joyfully,  or  to  bear 
a  few  hours^  longer  delay.'* 

Sigismund  having  jcnned  Adriano  and 
his  other  friends,  brfefly  stated  the  cap«- 
tivity  of  the  baron  Solanto,  and  his  own 
ineffectual  attempt  to  redeem  him;  in- 
dulging in  those  feelings  of  rage  and  in- 
dignation which  the  presence  of  Costanza^ 
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hhd  repressed.  UponStbe  mention  of  the 
reference  whicli  had  been  made  to  Pe- 
roUo^  the  baron  Adriano  observed,  that 
the  connivance  of  don  Giaoomo  vtras  evident 
throughout  the  wlwle  affidr. — "  Why 
should  the  pirate,"  he  added,  *^  send  for 
you,  my  friend>  to  drive  you  back  with 
insolence,,  without  even  an  c^er  of  terms  ? 
to  what  end  and  purpose  does  this  Serican 
pretend  to  enter  our  port,  but  to  treat 
with  count  Luna  for  the  ransom  of  his 
friend  ?  and  for  a  slight  breach  of  etiquette, 
breaks  off  all  communication,  afiects  to 
leave  the  port,  and  to  bear  away  his  cap- 
tive  to  foreign  slavery — a  feint  intended 
only  to  raise  the  price  he  will  soon  de- 
mand ;  and  it  appears,  that  to  add  to  these 
insults,  they  wish  to  drive  you,  don  Sigis- 
mund,  as  a  supplicant  to  the  power  and 
in^uence  of  Giacomo," 

"  We  have  already  borne  so  many  acts 
of  oppression'  tamely/'  said  Calogero, 
"  that  they  expect  to  find  our  spirits  de- 
pressed,  even  to  the  point  they  wish ;  and 
that  among  his  suitors  and  dependants. 
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Giacomo  shall  number  the  chieftain  of 
Luna  and  Peralta." 

*'  Their  hopes  and  wishes  then  Bare 
vain,"  said  Sigismund,  *^  and  We  shall  ere: 
long  teadi  this  tyrant,  that  neither  his 
insults  are  forgotten,  or  his  power  respect* 
ed;  that  Luna  scorns  his  fnendsbip,  atid 
despises  his  attempts  to  bend  the  spirit  Of 
his  party.  But  in  the  present  instanq?, 
how  shall  we  prevent  the  interference  of 
Perollo^  and  induce  this  insolent  Mabp^ 
metan  to  restore  Solanto  ?  I  would  not 
again  expose  myself  to  be  r^eeted  apd 
dismisised  by  the  audadous  savs^e;  anct 
what  other  means  of  treaty  can  be  de* 
vised,  which  shall  not  involve  an  appli- 
cation to  our  insidious  enemy?" 

"  Entrust  the  embassy  to  me,"  sai4 
Adriano ;  "  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter^ 
spite  c^  his  sycophantic  attendance  on 
PeroUo,  to  induce  JDel  Nadore  to  accom- 
pany me  on  board.  As  one  of  the  gi* 
urati  of  the  city,  his  visit  cannot  be  re^ 
jected,  and  once  to  gain  the  ear  of  Se-^ 
rican,  will  he»  I  doubt  oot^  to  deUver  ;tl% 


huoA  Bduktottom  bondage.  Time  i» 
fidel  pirates  cannot  remUl  tiid  tharsit  df 
gold^  arid  with  (lie  prttoDt  wind  th^  ves- 
wA  ttatKH^  Idavt  th^  faaji  whi^  dtomnr 
riinm  will  afibtd  III  time  ftr  aetioiL'' . 

"^  F^BraUo  wiU  i|o  dcnibi  avvfl  Umft^lf  of 
Ilii;  attii  iraifaBt  y€«  wisk  ti>  enoMintcfr 
IdiliMiliMr^  titettfinr  ;^Mi  we  in  your 
tffltiMkA  Hmhettjur  uid  Calandrina 
i'  WhmkjkMaM  obaarrad  thai  the  fan- 
riMH  wsiliiHidiidl  wiMild' ^|Mobabfy  be  enei^ 
iMmfr,  IlfibbtaMMi  hmUU^  I  bave  been 
Ittfi^raded  tiltbt  fhis  Serican  baa  At  tittiea 
CMfdireted  hitnaelf  with  liberaKty  and 
htttwrnr.'^ 

'*£te)[i  bad  he  done  so  till  now,"*  re- 
plied Adriano^  ^  the  influenoe  under 
¥hkh  he  acts  would  stop  the  current  of 
fhese  rare  virtues.*" 

'  Sigismond  teutioned  him  to  remember 
thftt  he  had  failed  in  his  application  from 
hk  style  of  address.— ••  The  infidel,"  he 
vSkifl,  *^  prides  himself  on  his  situation  as 
ailiplrd  of  the  galleys  now  at  sea,  and  re- 
^tiires  to  be  approached  with  more  tob^ 


mission  than  I  tbongfat  proper  to  h^ 
stow.'^ 

"  Fear  me  not,''  answered  his  fHend ; 
^  I  shall  be  all  the  mighty  Ottomafi  can 
wish." 

**  The  ransom,'*  said  Luna,  "  I  shaff 
hot  regard;  aH  sacrifices  to  restore  the 
baron  to  his  fireedom,  without  the  inte#>^ 
ference  of  PeroUo^  I  shall  esteem  light 
and  easy.  But  be  as  raphl  as^  possiUte  Sdr 
all  your  movements,  to  save  us  from  the 
anticipated  evil,  and  to  relieve  the  anxiety 
which  the  family  of  Solanto  must  su£^ 
till  the  important  negociati<m  is  eom- 
pleted." 

Adriano  and  Calandrino  then  departed' 
in  search  of  Del  Nadore,  and  Sigismund 
returned  to  inf(H*m  Costanza  that  his 
ftiendis  were  gone,  accompanied  by  one  Of 
the  giiirati  of  the  city,  with  full  powers 
from  himself  to  treat  for  the  restoration 
of  her  father,  and  to  yield  to  any  request; 
provided  the  baron  was  set  at  liberty  in* 
stantly. 

With  this  report  she  was  rather  tram 
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qMillized,  but  still  felt  thtt  an  iq)plication 
through  Ferollo  would  have  been  the  most 
effectual  means,  and  that .  her  wishes  on 
the  subject  had  been  sacrineed  to  the 
groundless  enmity  which  don  Sigismund 
entertained  airainst  the  house  of  FandoU 
$pa.  Inspired  by  these  sentiments,  she 
received  the  information  he  brought  with 
coldness,  and  immediately  returned  to  her 
mother,  who  again  inquired  the  cause  of 
h^  absence. 

■**■  Only  a  further  confirmation  of  the 
former  intelligence,"  replied  Costanza^ 
*'  that  my  father  is  safe  and  well;  thougli 
we  may  still  have  some  short  time  to  wait 
before  we  embrace  himJ' 

With  this  the  bareness  was  satisfied. 
She  was  by  this  time  considerably  reco- 
vered from  her  late  indisposition ;  they 
had  met  the  countess  as  usual,  but  she  had 
not  hitherto  made  any  apology.  Cos* 
tanza  however  did  not  forget  her  conduct 
in  the  church,  and  considered  some  ac* 
knowledgment  to  her  mother  essentially 
necessary^   yet  did  not  wLsli  to  provoke 


any  dieeasmon  oh  the  subject  till  the  ^^ 
rival  of  her  father,  who  would,  she  kilew;* 
deeply  resent  any  disrespect  offered  to  the 
baroness.  To  prevent  her  mother  from 
suffering  the  painful  suspense  she  herself 
felt,  Costanza  elhdeavoured  to  keep  her  in 
conversation,  and  talked  of  the  baroness 
Pandolfiha. 

••  My  joy  at  seeing  Victoria  Moncada 
once  again,''  said  the  baroness,  **  gave  me 
a  shock,,  whidi  rendered  me  almost  kin«^ 
conscious  of  ought  beside ;  the  oppressive 
heat  too  prevented  me  from  recoverii^ 
sufficiently  to  know  what  passed  within 
the  church,  or  how  1  was  conveyed  out; 
iaU  I  can  now  remember  is  the  tender 
kindness  with  which  my  old  friend  greeted 
me:  with  what  pleasure  do  I  anticipate 
the  freedom  of  intercourse  which  youi 
father's  return  will  give  us  I  no  longer 
under  the  roof  of  count  JLuna,  there  will 
be  no  Restriction  upon  us;  and  our  inters 
vention  may  perhaps  hereafter  close  the 
untiappy  discord  bet vzeen  these. rival  i^ 
liaiUesi?'  .  -     i'  ..•  , 
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"^  It  would  be  deltghtftil  indeed;'  said 
Gortanza,  ^  to  be  the  instrtmienti  of  such 
•  Uessed  event;  but  I  fear  yout  beiievo« 
lent  wishes  wiU  tever  be  realized,  whilst 
the  baneful  influence  of  hisi  mother  x^taini^ 
its  power  over  the  mind  of  don  Si^s^ 
iBundJ^ 

**  The  count,'^  continued  the  baroness, 
^  is  Toung,  and  has  seen  but  little  of  the 
world ;  his  unfortunate  connexion  with  so 
violent  and  irritable  a  spirit,  as  I  nnder-« 
stand  the  lady  Lucretia  possessed,  may 
have  given  a  temporary  shade  to  his  cha-^ 
racter,  which  other  scenes  and  gentler 
manners  will  in  time  eradicate.** 

**  I  almost  tremble  at  the  experhnent," 
said  Costanza,  with  a  s^h. 

Her  mother  apprehending  that  her 
spirits  were  subdued  by  anxiety  respecting 
her  father,  attempted  to  change  the  con* 
versation ;  but  her  thoughts  would  recur 
to  those  traits  in  the  character  of  her  fu- 
ture husband,  which  the  last  few  hours 
had  made  visible.  To  know  that  such 
dark  and  deadly  passions  could  find  so 


la^ng  ftH  mbcxie  within  Im  biedffc  X'  to  sot 
so  dearly  that  his  impettuni^  vioietice  of 
ten)|)er  waa  to  be  restmmedr  neither  bf 
gmtitiide  n0r  \cfve;  gjave  to  CcN9l»iaa  ample 
scope  for  m^neholy  meAitatian  and  utik 
comfortable  foi«bo<Ung.  In  her  fathcv 
however  irtle  fully  confided^  kn&mngwell 
that  nt>  power  would  induce  him  to  sacrir 
fiee  her  peace  to  m  imiati  for  whidt  liM 
did  Bfot  feel  miffieieiit  indinatioft^ 

^Dofina  Victoria,'^  said  the  bafoneis^^ 
**  appears  bat  little  dN;a«d  fe^  the  titnei 
The  same  a£fectidnate  md  %end!er  kii^d* 
ne$s  shines  thnmgh  the  majestic  drgikfty 
of  mfanner  which  idways  marked  her  dba^ 
racter* 

•*  It  wasf  strongly  enough  contrasted  by 
the  rudeness  of  the  countess,"  s^  Cos^ 
tahza,  •*  whose  natural  deforinity  of  tem^ 
per  never  could  have  shone  forth  mote 
conspicuously  than  on  that  occasion,^ 

*•  I  lamart,'*  replied  the  baroness,  "  to 
hear  you,  my  child,  so  frequently  rednt 
to  the  impleasant  manners  of  the  mother 
of  don  Sigiamund:  forbearance  ftom  yon 
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may  greatly  sooth  her.  impetuosity^  and 
will  at  all  events  preserve  your  own  peaee 
and  happiness,  when  united  with  her  son." 
.  Costanza,  unwilling  to  distress  her  mo- 
ther by  an  argument,  listened  in  silence ; 
and  the  latter  again  resumed  her  com- 
mendations of  the  baroness  Pandolfina. 
.  The  baron  Adiianq  andX!alandrino  were 
for  some  time  unsuccessful  in  their  search 
for  Del  Nadore ;  but  having  at  length  met 
with  him,  before  they  could  communicate 
the  object  of  their  mission,  he  had  begun 
a  long  account  of  the  preparations  which 
don  Giacpmo  was  making,  to  visit  the 
jiewly-anived  vessel. — "  His  ostentation," 
he  said,  "  has  already  ordered  out  half  the 
prpvisions  in  the  city  to  feast  these  in- 
fidel marauders;  the  boats  are  loading 
with  refreshments  on  the  beach,  and  may 
even  now  be  on  their  way  to  greet  this 
worthy  friend  of  Pandolfina^" 

"  We  must  anticipate  them,  if  possible,** 
exdaimed  Adriano ;  ^*  and  you,  signor 
barone,  must,  at  the  request  of  count 
Lundi  accompany  us." 
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"  Don  Sigismutid  d)d  not  deignrto  in^ 
form  me  on  the  subject  when  we  parted,'* 
said  the  baron;  **  I  have  in  vain  endear 
voured  to  make  out  from  don  Giacomo 
the  whole  of  this  mysterious  proceeding, 
and  am  how  required  to  become  an  agent 
in  the  business." 

*^  The  count  has  been  disappointed  in 
the  negodation,"  said  Adriano,  ^*  and 
knows  no  one  whose  influence  and  judg- 
ment he  can  iso  confidently  trust  to  as 
yours»  signor.  I  am  to  have  the  honour 
of  attending  you,  and  will  explain  upon 
the  way  the  commission  with  which  yoa 
are  charged." . 

With  this  speech  Dei  Nadore  was  ao 
well  pleased,  that  he  expressed  his  readi* 
ness  immediately  to  go  upon  the  expe-^ 
dition;  and  they  proceeded  for  thatpur- 
pose-  to  the  Marino :  but  upon  their  arri* 
val  th^re,  a  new  dilemma .  disOoucerted 
their  measures.  The  boats  loaded  with 
refreshments  were  seen  yearly  jip  witlx 
Senear's  ship;  and,  FaufiolQup, > attended 
by  a  numerous  band  ofpfSmtp  aadfgi^- 
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dmufiV  was  just  enteting' his  barge  (Estate 
fa  ftflow  them,  rithough  the  flag  of  tmoe 
was  down,  and  Serican  endeavouring  to 
stand  out  to  aea  again. 

^  It »  out  of  all  question  for  us  to  pro- 
deed  now,**  said  Adnano;  ^  the  best  me> 
thod  I  can  devise,  is  for  you,  signor  d^ 
Nadore,  to  attempt  to  reach  the  party  of 
Pevollo,  and  obtain  permission  to  go  twith 
himv  that  we  may  fean^the  circuiastanoea 
of  their  interview.  I  wilt>  in  the  mean? 
time,  return  to  don  Sigismund,  and  xoa^ 
anlt  with  hkn  upon  the  present  state  \£ 
his  afiairs.'' 

The  baron  hastened  to  the  beach,  and 
his  friends  waited  until  they  saw  him  re- 
eeived  by  don  Giaoomo  into  his  suite,  and 
the  party  on  their  way  to  greet  the  Turk- 
ish admiral.  They  then  returned  to  the 
Gastel  di  Luna,  to  communicate  their  un« 
sucoessful  embassy  to  don  Sigismund,  who^ 
disconcerted  at  the  coldness  with  which 
his  last  communication  to  Costanza  had 
been  received,  was  in  no  good  humour  to 
listen  to  thdr  information.     He  burst 
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into  TJoleiit  deminciatkm6  of  revenge 
against  don  Ginootno,  should  he  presume 
to  tpeat  for  the  lansom  of  his  friend ;  land 
forgetful  of  ills  own  negoctation  being  le* 
jected)  wocdd  willingly »  at  the  moment, 
have  ^consigned  Sdanto  to  perpetual  ^la*» 
Yery^  xat^er  than  be  indebted  to  PeroUd 
for  hb  iTdeasa  His  firioids,  the  ^ubtie 
Adriano  and  Calogero  Calandrino,  endear 
Tour^  by  every  artifice  to  add  fuel  to  the 
flames  of  his  rage. 

^  It  is  certainly  to  be  regretted,**  said 
the  former,  "  that  you,  signor,  did  not 
wait  to  see  how  the  illustrious  port-cap* 
tain  would  .proceed,  and  by  what  means 
he  would  communicate  with  you  upon  the 
sul>ject :  he  will  now  doubtless  plead  the 
information  Del  NadcM^  g^^^  l^m  of  the 
failure  of  your  voyage^  to  excuse  himadf 
for  not  having  sent  you  the  message 
whidi  Serican  delivered  to  his  office^; 
and  the  uneourteous  rebuff  the  insulting 
infidel  audaciously  oi^t  on  you,  willfumisli 
ample  subject  for  mirth  and  congvattulaiion 
with  these  confederate  plunderers,"    . 
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:^To  me  there  appears  a  deeper  plot 
than  this,"  said  Calandrino ;  '<  FandobSna 
tvili  now  release  your  friend,  the  baron  So- 
hmto:  his  8on  has  afready,  I  am  informed, 
rendered  some  services  to  the  ladies  of  the 
&mily;  the  gratitude  both  parties  will 
doubtless  claim,  will  be  a  fair  excuse  to 
justify  the  violation  of  all  treaties  with 
oount  Luna,  and  Solanto*s  wealth  and  in- 
fluence will  be  no  despicable  portion  for 
tlie  young  Perollo's  bride," 

**  Sooner  with  my  own  hand  would  I 
immolate  Costanza  to  my  just  revenge! 
The  K ves  of  PeroUo  and  all  his  hated  race, 
could  not  make  amends  for  an  insult  such 
as  this,"  exclaimed  Luna. 

"  I  watched  their  conduct  in  the 
church,"  said  Calandrino,  ^*  and  saw  the 
evident  marks  of  admiration  with  which 
the  young  gentleman  regarded  your  bloom- 
ing bride,  count  Sigismund.  I  saw  the 
smile  with  which  she  honoured  him  at 
parting,  and  the  proud  compassion  with 
which  he  regarded  your  rejected  ser-. 
vices," 
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Sigismund  paced  the  rooini  with*  frantic 
impatience.     •  ^ 

^'  It  is  hot  how  a  time,*^  said  Adriano, 
**  to  nfianifest  bur  feelings  on  the  occasion. 
Let  the '(events  proceed  unnoticed,  and 
when  the  infamy  and  perfidy  of  the  Pe- 
roUo  have  reached  their  acme,  then  let  us 
burst  with  all  our  power  upon  them,  wash 
out  in  their  blood  the  accumulated  weight 
of  injury  and  insult,  which  years  have 
seen  the  house  of  Luna  and  Peralta  suf- 
fering under,  and  give  to  all  posterity  a 
monument  of  revenge." 

My  life  and  soul,''  said  Sigismund, 

are  placed  upon  this  marriage;  sooner 
than  see  her  given  to  PeroUo,  I  would 
stab  her  at  the  altar." 

**  Some  means,"  said  Calandrino,  "  may 
be  found  to  cut  off  this  dangerous  rivaL" ' 

Luna  stopped  suddenly,  and  looking 
at  the  speaker,  vehemently  exclaimed-— 
*'  Silence,  signor  Calandrino !  am  I  to  be 
again  insulted  by  an  offer  of  private  as« 
sassination  ?^— no ;  once  more,  I  tdl  yo  a  all 
my  vengeance  shall  be  open  as  the  inaulta 
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possess  the  bosotns  of  you  all?" 
/,  A  siLtooe  of  iome  minutes  ftUowedi  and 
liuim  began  tsgam  lo  |mce  the  ^partmwt 
irifth  Tdiemenoe.— ^'^  ^Cmk  no  one  ifinii  » 

:.  •^Fcw  mys^,'*  sftid  AdHami,  ^Iliave 
aliRays  hdd  it  vain  JUicl  usdeqn  <o  stinke 
at  one  amongst  tins  hated  Aee;  juntil  « 
nnivaersal  ikte  has  swept  them  all  ^KHn  off 
the  earthy  till  not  agcaft  is  left  bdonging 
to  the  cursed  stock*  we  nerer  shall  be  aafe 
from  private  danger  and  puUk  insult 
For  this  alliance,  signoTt  the  wishes  of 
every  member  of  our  houife  must  follow 
|30ors^  from  every  circumstance  it  offers 
domestic  happiness,  increase  of  wealth* 
of  influence  and  powa*.  The  wdght  the 
baron  Solanto  is  known  to  have  in  the 
Imperial  court,  wiil  be  a  just  and  equal 
oounterpoise  to  ^at  of  Pandidfina.  His 
riches  and  family  eonneiuims  will  give, 
though  not  perhaps  a  kx^  strength  to 
«nr  farty  here,  ifeihan  influence  ^n  those 
afatoad*  jraost  adfaotagncttia  ;feo  jmur  inte- 


rest ;  but  once  within  the  vortex  of  Pe- 
rollo's  artifice,  we  cannot  be  too  careful  of 
his  words  and  actions.  Solanto  may  be 
faithful  to  his  honour'  and  his'  word,  but 
we  must  watch  him  well." 

A  slight  noise  was  heard  in  the  anli- 
room,  the  door  thrown  open,  and  the 
baron  di  Solanto  was  announced. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


I  gradi  primi 


Piu  meritar,  che  conseguir  desio.    Tasso. 

Upon  don  Sigismund  leaving  the  shore, 
at  the  intercession  of  the  barone  del  Na- 
dore,  one  of  Fandolfina's  men,  who  had 
at  first  opposed  his  embarkation,  repaired 
to  the  Casa  di  Ferollo,  to  inform  his  com- 
mander of  the  circumstance ;  a  messenger 
had  been  just  sent  to  deliver  the  commu- 
nication received  from  Serican  to  count 
Luna,  but  upon  learning^the  steps  which 
that  chieftain  had  already  taken,  don 
Giacomo  countermanded  the  message,  and 
desired  his  officers  to  report  to  him  any 
events  which  might  take  place. 

The  circumstance  which  had  brought 
the  bassa  to  Sciacca  was  soon  known 
throughout  the  castle,  and  excited  in  Fe- 
derico  the  liveliest  emotion^  in  which  the 
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baroness  in  some  degree  {mrtook;  the 
formtf,  in  company  with  don  Paolo»  re- 
paired immediately  to  the  Marino,  and 
were  soon  informed  of  the  return  of  don 
Sigismnnd  alone ;  they  saw  also  that  the 
flag  of  trace  was  taken  doWn»  and  the 
galley  endeavouring  to  stand  out  to  sea.  *  - 
"  What  can  this  mean?"  asked  Fede- 
rico ;    •*  surely  count  Luna  cannot  have 

r 

refu^sed  to  ransom  the  prisoner.^  * 

"  From  the  disposition  of  the  count,  it 
is  not  impossible  that  he  may  have  had 
^me  dispute  with  the  bassa ;  at  all  evehtif 
let  us  hasten  back,  and  learn  what  steps 
your  father  intends  to  follow." 

On  their  return  to  the  castle/  all  waiS^ 
bustle  and  preparation;  the  baron  had 
been  informed  of  the  ill  success  of  don 
Sigismund^s  expedition,  and  given  orders 
that  provisions  of  all  sorts  should  be  im- 
mediately collected  and  conveyed  to  Se- 
rican  in  his  name,  whilst  he  prepared  to 
follow  them  himself;  being  joined  by  don 
Paolo  and  Federico,  the  party  proceeded 

£  2 


W?9H^  ^»»ft,  ^iJS^Wti  any,  ^^BW  of:g^ 

dresses  beIoi)|^ip  t^ffiiiv^sisitfafi^  SR^.^A 
W«Wfi^   ,A«,  %gr  w«w^  «n^iWg'  the 

^^.  l^fji,  Jiiid.  i:9fimejJte4;  ttx  h^  t§l^  li^ij;!^ 

"  We  are  alcefi^,  a.  i)|ujp9prousi  pai;ty,'' 
fl^j)  don  ]?aQlp,  "  ai>4  qanpol;,  I  f<pir,  s|g- 
ipf^^  aft  w;p  coqld  wifth." 

"  I|t  m^tt^iB  not,"  ap&wered  Del  Njad9i(3^ 

«.ifj  dpi>  Qiaqc^ifto  wiJl;  p^rwti.;lftfi..  tft.afe 
t^^  bitn," 

«  The  XR^ki*  cppairi?p4pr,  hM  ;tf*^ 
dfjT^iX  hi?  flag,  of -trupc?,  and  if  i?,,uwei;t#ip, 
wjjftt  recepl^qn.  w(?,  may  ip^t  wjjtil?  i,  ypH, 
'W'^.  ^ttfir  Wftiti  an^th^..  qppQjjtmrily^^sJigi 


nor." 


lotah  to  'm^  VhcUr  Vi^,  ihMi  Hk  'Ma, 
ti»a  'fl#^  pitted  -off  ^m  bttd.  1^ 
imet  UA  c6htiMied  s6  'ftavdHse,  Uiift  1S&- 
rican  'ka  'iia^cte  'bttt  ^ttiie  ^,  iittd  'thfe 
iMt^  itodh  >t^di«a  ^  sSde  ^lib  galley. 
^  "mti  GiUcdWio  PdlreQo,*  MA  Pandil- 
^ii  to  am  bffitl^r  Whb  apit^dAretJi  •ilh  di^, 
"*requferts  the  libftbul-  of  ah  ititiSh>««r%i«l 
ttifeOttcWiJto  CtfiiiraawaW'?'  Tife  ^Iftttir  '^M* 
courteously  invited  on  %tiM^  JklMlMi^WB. 
m^  ^^tefd  tbf^  adiik»ta,  Wh<»  i^«s  wait- 

iMg  td  ^^eMV6  ttiein,  %ti/n^uhded  b;^  Kfe 

b&ixlfh. 

*  Excuse  me,  SSgnofr  xsoaimiadxttite,'' 
said  don  iSI^6(MM»,  "*  ;Rrif  t^e  dtt#brtliy  iaf- 
ftrtng  whiich  ^has  beefa  teftclfeHed  %b-your 
abeeptartd&'i  I  )i^  'i;bJu^ly  ^!^pecC^  OiSl 

■y»iil'  trt4ty  witti  «Aitit  Ltittk  'iW)aa  lAi^ 

*ufprtSe  thkt  yoi  W(S«>boUt  ttt  teaV^'ottlr 

i)Mt,  I  h&v6  ^deavbtij^d  bir  ^^l^itiSaA 

tb  Make  up  fo^  t1i6  )i^)eiit  I  ^liotild  ^'Hi 
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been  jnoiid.tQ  pay  to  so  gaHant  an  enemy't 
Ifid  I  qoif  am  qome  in  person  to  b^  your 
tff^ulgei^for  the  slight  attention  time  has 
4^fvredm^to^  A^w-,  and  that  you  would 
Q0inau«id)ny  services  in  any  way  coods^ 
tent  with  the  duties  of  my  station.** 

**l  feel  and  am  gntified,  baron  Pandol- 
fbofif*'  replied  Seripan,  '*  by  the  confidence 
with  whidi  you  honpMr  me^  finr  th^  Uhe* 
ip|l  suppfies  we  have  received;  and  still 
fiyrther  for  this  fiattering  visit,  I  must  ever 
j^ppsjii  your  ddbtOT."     _      . 

i^,^  The  wind,  signor,  is  adverse  to  your 
sailing ;  if  you  can  anchor  for  the  night 
within  the  bay»  I  trust  that  to-morrow  I 
should  be  enabled  to  offer  something  more 
worthy  your  acknowledgm^its." 

./'I  entered  Sdacca»  dpn  Giacomo,"  said 
Sj^caq,  "  with  no  hostile  feelings;  I  >vas 
qD)i,ttiqg  it  under  a  sense  of  unmerited  in- 
suit  Count  Lunst  I  was  informed,  came 
to  the  side  of  our  vessel,  and  desired  to 
see  the  corsur  who  commanded.  Sudi 
contempt  to  the  Ottoman  arms  and  to 
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myself  as  an  individual,  I  could  not  pass 
over ;  it  was  not  from  inadvertency,  and 
I  tjiink  not  ignorance;  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  was  about  to  depart,  with 
the  feelings  of  anger  such  a  reception  must 
naturally  cause.  I  shall  now  leave  your 
port  with  regret  that  duty  obliges  me  to 
decline  your  hospitable  offer,  and  with  a 
lasting  recollection  of  the  kindness  and  the 
honour  you  have  done  me ;  from  this 
time  forth  the  sea  is  open  from  Cape  St. 
Marco  to  Cape  Bianco,  and  no  vessel 
under  my  command  shall  commit  any  act 
of  hostility  within  the  limits  of  the  haron 
Pandolfina's  jurisdiction*." 

Don  Giacomo  expressed  his  gratitude 
for  the  bassa's  kindness,  and  regretted 
that  he  should  have  been  disappointed  in 
the  object  of  his  expedition  to  Sciacca. 

'^  I  cannot  consider  my  expedition  £ruit* 
less,**  replied  the  admiral,  ^  since  it  has 
given  me  the  pleasure  of  this  introduc- 
tion ;   but  the  wind,**  he  added,  **  is  so 

*Thi8  promise  was  punctually  kept    for  some  jears, 
even  after  the  decease  of  don  Oiacomo  PeroUo. — M.S.S. 
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49(lBBfmffty  against  lus^  'that  we  aoadce  /but 
dittile  ^my  irt;  ipnesent:;  allow  ^e  io  iMpe 
^frpiMcill  go  ^oRimtiirtDcaigr  cidnnyiaaid  aicv 
lioapt  3Qoh.«  weloome  as  tiie  cumimitanms 
•aiibrdi'' 

The  tiiiyttation  ifaaiting  «beai  ^Maeptad, 
jifter  thejr  iiad  ;be0n  Jt  jshei^  >tiiiie  hAofw, 
ithe  ^basBB  iddressad  JuBoaelf  ito  donlQia- 
jCDmoLf^^  My  {intention  in  tmiieiing^yoor 
ipcrt»  aosngr,''  ihe  mAd,  ^^^twasito.negoeaate 
»tti|00unt  iljuna  (for  Ibe  nuomitf  a>Sid- 
ifiao  -noUemaii,  jidiaM  f(8]|huie  ihas  maade 
my  msAiitt.  I  •undanitaiid  jbe  km  con- 
cwsions  in^  BdaocBy  and  aay^  wish  lin^aoming 
hither  was  to  idUere  iHue  iflpsaetjr  jof  4iis 
^GnendSi  jand  tOjq^aie^imia  useless  ^vi^iage 
(to  .4^^  ^^  Tripoli.  ^SumInon  the 
^wron  :SoJlQnto^''  .he  added,  ituorang  to  «n 
oflSoer ;  '^*  he  bas  ibecp  x>ur  captive  for  a 
4ear  idf^  iOnly,  having  been  diivien  out  to 
S»W^  iate,galeB.^ 

•V3«e4w)m  here  entened  the  caibin. 

^  Thp  jlMMn  Pandoifina,^  said  Serican, 
**  and  these  his  friends,  are  perhaps  kQOwn 
to  jTsW,  ^ffnor,  fhPUgh  tJhey  «re  Aoit  ;the 
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wouU .  rciokein  you  I :  I  hsff^  alveri^  ih- 
fonned  you  of  the  unf^ovoked  aggr^^snoh 
wfaidl  indiMecl  meto  teke  dowii«y^£ag 
of  tmAeikai  fctffaid  att^fui^l^iciriiiteraQliHr^ 
with  count  Luna;  it  is  against  my^^isrill 
ttffA  former  ititantbnai  tiislfe*>i  dekaMi  "you 
ittU  *  raj^tivei  but  dh^.y^iir  iMeiid^  tiK 
GDUni^  th*  fabnie  must  Fesl^  aRdlfiab^on 

'*  Amongst  Ihese  my'  ebuntryo&ei^'' 
and  Sclodto^  "^  I  shdl  not  Idck'tte  Uitens 
of  imising  whatieter  canaotn  ybii  ittdsyr  de- 
nmd,  Mgnor^  tfaecfaararter  of  ihe  hn^ 
Pandolfina  is  not  unknown  to  wli^wik 
mmd  I  thinks  hint,  aodl  liMf,  Fimst, 
itly  vn  his  tttiuky,  M  such  wiH  Iir  jftt- 
eepted  by.ymftneif''  .    ^     y*:  n 

^'  WTJUingly'^  sigtm,''    «tdaimdd;  Pc^ 
follo*;  ^ttx.ixMas^yatipfeasi«t>        >-A  ij 

*'  I  cannot  indeed,*"  repliid^'>*SeH(ftib!, 
"^  Mte^t  y<kMr  Wbeni  atSstr  faMkfc  DmMoI- 

ness,  and  could  not  in>MllMi^it«^lfe<l9i<^ 


\  • .-'    ♦  •• . 


iwrnsnOmfmi  ihoi  noblftendar ;  the  bnon 
-di  Soknto  ii  ;>ydiin^:  free  and   liuMoiii* 

y.y^AjftLvm  of  fome  lengtli  cntnied.  -  So- 
knto^ iqipetied  oviti't»htkncid  by  lui  fedU 

i  ^  Youretoellarii  argfiates  my  triflipg 
mtrioa^^  mA  dmi  Giaeoma  ^  I  shaU  oon- 
fider  them  m  mnpfy  repaid  should  I  be 
pennitted  to  discharge  the  ransom  so  just- 
ly doe  to  the  haron's  gaHant  oafitoia.** 
::  ^  Whidi  I  would  most  gratefiiHy  le- 
cdv^**  said  Solanto^  ^  till  circomstaiices 
aUow  me  to  repay  your  kindness,  signer 
Perolkx" 

'  ^  No;*  said  Serican^  ^  to  the  baton 
Pandolfina  fcta  are  indebted  for  your  li- 
berty, signor;  fiom  henceforth  you  are 
firee ;  but  I  have  jrisk  a  service  to  require 
at  his  hands^^  he  continued,  turning  to 
don  G^KXHno. 

3Pkiidolfina  bowed. — **  Nay»  It  is,  I  hope, 
no  ungrateful  task ;  havjorjjl^.your  permis- 
don  to  propose  it  ?** 

*^The  bassa  Seriean  is  too  good  and 


LUNA  AND  PEBOLLO.  M 

gaBiiit  a  subject  to  offer  any  Hiing  dero^ 
gatory  to  die  duties  of  my  station ;  tibere- 
faref  though  ignorant  of  your  imhes» 
dgnor,  I  think  I  may  pledge  mysdf  to 
the  ^performance  of  them.** 

Serican  rose  from  the  carpet  on  which 
he  was  seated,  and  left  thcfcalnn,  iHiich 
he  Mon  re-entered,  leading  a  finale, 
whose  faoe  and  figure  were  durouded  be- 
neath a  thidc  veil. 

^  For  this  fidr  prize,"  he  said,  ^  I  am 
indebted  to  a  train  of  accidents  wfaidbf  she 
herself  will  hereafter  explain.  The  sig- 
nora  Landolini  is  a  Sicilian  by  birdi,  and 
has  been  forced  from  her  home  by  Tuni- 
sian rovers;  I  hav^  pledged  myself  to  re- 
store her  to  her  friends,  and  now  commit 
her  to  your  charge,  assured  that  b^  treat- 
ment will  be  such  as  her  unprotected 
youth  and  beauty  imperiously  demand.**  > 

**  And  those,"  said  the  lady,  in  a  tremu- 
lotts  vmce^^*  whose  &te  connected  them 
with  me?" 

"^  They  all  are  free,"  said  Serican;  ''firpm 
themomc»tofo)^r  meeting,  lady,  I  gave 
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WM  a  TTTtrl'ffliltW  Tild  l  ftlfflWif r* 

jBuiB  Infill  pcEfcinafldL"  renlifid  tihe  laihrc 

OT^F  T^T^^    VfFflll  ^^BflF     ••   ^fWW    Tr"T  otfly  •» 

ndas  she  rtoop^  |p jf^JH^ ^]«)|^  4^ 
^r^'wiQ'^  JlifimttlFfiB  £rQni  hfir  £Vfifti  jdliiiir 
Jbon  bennth  liey  «TeiL  wiiififa  sh^  had 
tMffhtUT  ff"Hftd.  jS^ricaDiBliQJififlmodJfieBhr 
iflPytfffT  W(\  bo^ismaiiiQdMlaKtfoiMinie 

«VQnT99Uiifu nil  iui-7it    9iiimt5  w  iu   "jsfrf r*^  .*#ii  w 

;  time  to  recover  thehr  co}m;y>SfSffi* 

The  ;bNVn  ^ol^Dtft  anpoii^jr  isfuired 

))flP9iif  pf  being  aoqiiAinted  with  the  ha- 
imfi6d»  jm4  wiU  c^Fp  yxHi  oil  tiie  infiHWi- 
tkm  iA  hk  povrer.^ 

f<  I  had  the  |^eafiui%^  said  Fedeiieo, 
¥  i3f  seejug  the  baroness  and  domia  CkM- 
tanm  di  Sol^oite  a  Sm  days  back ;  tlie  ht- 
tar  was  we|},  hut  for  her  exoaUenaa,  I  am 
aoR^to  say  die  seemed  indisposed,  wlneh, 
however^  I  learn  proceeded  from  the«nK- 
k^  of  mind  jmur  ^haanca^  »ffOor,  occa- 
liil^ed;  the  i^ifMite  kemg  thus  hapquly  m- 
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fMfw^  k^r  iflotss  iriU  now  vndoahHtdfy 
lofand^i  the  hiiid$  nrt  tUt  jf9§eoi  innotaB 

^"^May  I  be  aUmv^**  ariced  Bolanto^ 
^  to  4iflmis8  m  iMsaenger  ivith  the  gbi^ 
tidings  of  the  geneaotis  teealmttnt  I  have 
ffDttwidir 

^  T^ie  kuroQ  PandolftM,^  said  Sarioail, 
^vnH^  I  douH  not,  agnop,  madily  in- 
orease  jrour  obligidions  to  him  bjr  graiiting 
year  sequest.^ 

^  It  will,  peitii^s,^  stid  FeroUo,  ^  he 
move  gratifying  to  the  baMm  9oknto  tP 
alloiv  him  personally  to  soedi  the  annous 
inpatienoe  ef  his  feniily;  I  will  diiwefc  my 
of^oofH  to  ocmvey  ht^i  toXjuna  Castj^  jHid, 
i^ith  &^  penaififiicai  of  your  egodlttoaa, 
awa|t  their  Tettim,  if  my  delay  is  naiii- 
tmsion  hme.** 

^  I  would  that  w^.partad  not  ati  aoon, 
aa  pgrfMce  we  B^uak,^  said  StricaQ;  ^Bmd 
eif0iy  d^lay  wfll  be  the  eentfamanciP  o^  a 
gmttfioatien  to  my%^.'' 

Wh«n  BaRdolfim  ve^entere^  ^o  c«bin, 
after  ^ving  the  neceswy  ecdem  te  his 


i 


> 
'IDOiy  li6  ilifoMMd  fh0  baran  that  €Wfy 
^ing  WW  prepared  ftr  in  conveyanoe  on 
•hove^  and  added,  ^  tliat  be  hoped  the  in- 
wetnate  enmity  of  count  Luna  wouldnot 
^pravent  him  fiom  seeing  himaelf  and  fii^ 
jnily  at  the  Caaa  di  PetoUa'' 

^  My  frioidship  with  the  hOe  coont 
Lunap*"  answered  Solanto^  ^is  my  only 
connexion  with  tibe  fiunily,  and  has  in- 
duced me  to  make  this  visit  to  liis  son ; 
but  whatever  may  hereafter  be  the  rda- 
tionship  between  us^  a  powerful  sense  of 
gratitude  must  ever  make  me  anxious  to 
deserve  the  friendship  of  the  baron  Pan* 
dolfina;**  and  turning  to  the  admiialt  he 
added,  ^  with  your  permission,  signcHV  I 
shall  now  hastoi  to  embrace  my  fimiily ; 
and  should  the  fiitiire  "fortunes  of  my  life 
enable  me  to  shew  my  deep  remembrance 
of  this  eventful  day,  the  name  of  Seriofm 
diall  be  to  all  his  countrymen  a  safi^guard 
atid  protectii»:  one  tequest  I  yet  must 
make— to  add  to  all  yimr  other  bounties, 
may  I  be  permitted  to  laAsom  my  unfor^ 
tonate  attendants?'' 
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^  Mention  them  noty  signov ;:  I  will  ar- 
range witii  the  faanNi  l^ndolfina .  every 
thin^  respecting  them  entirely  to  your  m- 
tisfedion :  and  now,  fiu-ewell,  and  may 
Ihe  fiittire  fortunes  of  your,  life  be  free 
from  sudi  distresses,  as  you  now  are  res- 
cued from  r 

Solanto  then  departed,  after  renewing 
his  thanks  for  lliis  additional  kindness,  and 
hastened  into  the  barge  which  awaited 
him ;  its  [wogress,  though  scudding  before 
the  wind^  seemed  slow  to  his, anxious 
wishes,  and  the  distance  from  the  Marino 
to  the  castle  of  count  Luna  an  immeasur- 
able way.  When  arrived  at  the  gateway 
of  the  mansion,  he  paused  an  instant,  and 
rtf  ected  on  the  danger  of  too  sudden  a 
surprise  to  the  baroness ;  and  demanding 
of  the  servant  who  ushered  him  in  to  see 
the  count  only,  he  leamt  that  he  was  en- 
gaged with  the  baron  Adriano  and  another 
friend* 

**  Conduct  me  immediately  to  the  apart- 
m^it  of  the  count,   and  announce  the 


tauMb  Sblanta^''  he  add ;  and  to  the  great 
iHtoniahnltefc  of  don*  Sigutauild  and  his 
paitjr,  inteirupted  AA  diabuarion  bjr  his 

'  '  AnfxMUO  Maigierif  a  oonfidential  oCBoar 
attaoiied  to  Peiollo,  had  teen  the  faarati 
Solanto  in  safety  to  die  abode  of  eoutit 
JjWm,  and  fipam  thenoe  had  piooeeded 
^without  deky  to  the  Cast  di  PccbUo,  to 
^esMote  with  all  posdfaie  expedition  a  pri- 
iMa  Older  he  had  reeeiTed  from  hiseom- 
ittabder,  and  retaibed  to  await  fait  d^ar* 
tore  fibm  the  Turkith  galley. 

When  Solanto  bad  left  the  Yessel^  the 
oompertation  become  general,  and  Pandol- 
ftna  had  an  oipportamty  to  ditoover  the 
gieat  ilind  ot  general  hifcxnnation  and  the 
good  tente  of  the  Turkish  chief;  hie  anr 
and  manners  were  diaracteristic  of  ^piiet 
grace  and  dignity^  and  hit.  oountcQanoe^ 
tihevqi^  laarked  with  tiaoes  of  his  Jewish 
origin,  strikingly  handsome  and  prepos- 
aetting';  and  &ougb  evidcntiy  aware  of 
hk  higli  Ttaik  and  station,  he  appealed 


veeger  rto  ^JsliMrlhsiseine  of  tfaetcfldigatiai 
he  had  received  by  the  visit  of  lE^eraDo, 
^ifidhdk  JCovdiKxl^^andcflfltleniig  oonfidence. 
fiuiqpeons  dii  igenend  Sotm  their  idms  ^Df 
l^e  Ta&s  cfncnn  ttiie^barbaious^oiistoinstDf 
iihe  Moots  mnA  JASigmnes';  ^^hajr'ghieithem 
iciedit  ftrlfetv  of  ^the  virtues,  «id  iMMOiof 
ithe  eleganoes  icf  ^liihed  lifer;  tthejr  tsm- 
-sidiBrthcmras  ssrri^geB  bat  •inK^tsileeiiii^ 
-^m  ithi^ir  ^wiUl  and  mBoiesmg  faaAdts,  jm. 
-gqked  »to  a  sensiidl  &ith,  'tmd '^trained  ^p 
in  the  groisMt  4gnaraiioe:  (But  ^dSffemnt^ 
tbe^oaseiqith  those  TiHiks  ««diosei»iHii'has 
i|^amd4hein^abw^  the  le^etft  ^cdms  4n<80- 
^dcrty*;  ttietpeasiiieS'or^mbMitawsPvdedge, 
the  %9Butie8  <tf  ite  poetry,  and  4!he  mote 
^M  wortih  <$f  its  BMirals  and  ^hilosopiiy, 
4ki&ngh  geaeg^Sfy  hidden  ffrom  the  Ohriis- 
"tian^  isf  the  ^(^est,  ftm^Re  tieen  (o  Hie  jDii. 
^ntals  <a  mine  of  fiterary  wedth ;  (hcffr  ipe-^ 
tired  ^haliits,  and  ieKftreme  <m«rskm  to  asso- 
ciate with  Eopopeans  and  uiribeMe^i^eps, 
ha^re  <»noealfid  >from  iis  vnanyof  th^  most 
amiaMe  <ta«itsi  aod  ibr  4lie flensosfity'ef 
iiiek*  4iv«6/  lAteiof^  eve  few  «Hiong&ft  them 
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who  indulge  in  all  the  liberty  their  law 
allows  them. 

Serican,  though  perhaps  not  a  Turk  by 
descent,  yet  had  been  brought  up  at  Ccm- 
stantinople  and  in  the  faith  of  Mahomet, 
and  had  imbibed  in  all  things  the  manners 
of  his  native  land.  His  reception  of  the 
Perollo  party  was  graoefiil  and  easy,  and 
his  high-breeding  shewed  itself  more  par- 
ticularly in  the  facility  with  which  he  ad- 
dressed to  each  individual  the  compli- 
ments most  calculated  to  please. 

Fedaico  had  on  the  first  opportunity 
communicated  to  the  signora  Liandolini 
the  intelligence  of  Gaetano's  expedition  in 
search  of  her,  and  of  her  father's  expected 
arrival  m  Sdacca,  and  removed  her  desire 
to  set  out  instantly  for  Trapani,  by  assur- 
ing her  that  he  would  not  be  long  de- 
layed, and  that  to  relieve  him  from  sus- 
pense, the  baron  would  without  loss  of 
time  s^tid  a  courier  to  meet  him. 

Upon  the  return  of  Margieri,  Pandol- 
fina  left  the  cabin  to  speak  with  him ;  he 
had  been  ordered  to  bring  on  board  a  large 
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sum  of  money,  to  be  divided  amcnigst  the 
crew,  the  news  of  which  largess  soon 
reached  the  bassa. 

**  I  did  not  expect  this  treachery,  sig* 
nor,"  he  said,  with  a  smile,  *^or  I  would 
have  prevented  it ;  you  will  not  allow  me 
any  disinterested  means  of  returning  your 
kindness,  but  are  resolved  to  purchase  the 
admiration  of  us  all ;  the  attendants  oS  the 
lady  and  of  the  baron  Solanto  are  few  in 
number,  and  their  freedom  a  most  un- 
worthy offering ;  wear  thep  this  diamond 
in  memory  of  Serican's  respect  and  admi- 
ration of  these  courteous  acts,  which  form 
the  brightest  ornament  of  Christian  chi- 
valry .** 

**  Your  excellenza  overpays  my  poor 
endeavours,"  replied  Perollo ;  "  voudisafe 
to  receive  this  chain,  and  I  will  gratefully 
accept  your  jewel." 

He  then  took  the  chain  from  his  neck, 
and  presenting  it  to  the  bassa,  received  the 
diamond  ring  which  the  commander  wore, 
who  also  begged  to  offer  presents  of  arms 
to  the  companions  6£  Pandolfina^  the  ao- 
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^ttiEi»»&  ^df  Wtiidi  ftppettred  to  Wr^rn;h& 
greslteft  pleasure  on  the  g^^fott^  donur. 
It  is  with  regret,''  said  don 'Giaw>ttK>, 

I  menftion  the  hetieissiby  of  )!)lEirtit)g ;  we 
littve  already  tiiespassed  largely  dti  y»dl- 
time  as  on  yoat  Mberality,  sfignOf;  ^Skm 
mts  'to  wtidmft;'the  signora  Iitt»do3ifii  m 
«eck.^ 

(Den  GiaomM  immediMely  <d€»ci^n4ed, 
tmd  i^tuming  with  the  lady,  reqnefit^ 
iSmt  lus  barge  ttt^ht  he  ordered.  Tb^ 
^ji^om  appitiadiiefd  Serican^  a3  tf  to  vep^it 
iier  lutoiowledginerfts  *«•  his  protedtitm 
and  Idndhess.  She  stood  Ijefbre  him  for 
an  instant,  xrs  if  collecting  her  thomghts*; 
then  throwing  herself  on  the  deck,  em- 
liraced  his  knees,  and  wept  with  emotion. 

The  Turk  was  agitated  in  no  common 
degree. — "  The  duties  which  humanity 
demands,"  he  said,  "  require  not,  my  child, 
this  vehemence  of  g^titude.  Alia  be 
praised,  that  during  my  eventful  life, 
'midst  an  the  scenes  of  war  and  blood 
which  Sericarfs  uncertain  destiny  has  made 
him  witness,  the  nataml  feelings  of  his 


l^sa^  It^W  lifk^.  bpeaa  w^ipe^!  to,  apit^y^ 
a®»n«*,t|»e!plq«ii|igftoCclistPes&!:  li found 
thee  ^  wwdeFpB'  up<m:  the:  qc«an«  W^WH 
t^Qp^tpdi  aws«^,uii'  ^w^br;  it  req)W«4  SHceJy, 
Of> g?lPpi^ ^S^K^qt of  virtweor opin|«»sif^ 

tps;<4iw*l»,w<i.rpUeve  tb(fie»    ^Be^ipve  t^^ 

i^  the,  spj^gratwlatipp.  whi<^  the  twtwin 
lM3ng^,l,«pa,  mpst,,4mply  repaid*  X<Hk 
are  returning  to.  c»pjfert,.^,u»toppgr  fe, 
thfjr..    The,  ^y,  ^firipgs,  wW«h  your 

yiw/th,  h«5.  kmiswn,.  as^  they,  hayet  hseo;  ti)« 

iSIWW^.tq  c#,ypui:rriE!sigp^pn  audi  pWn 
d^Pfie-'mtff ,  ^pp, ,  wi\l,  1,;  doub^,  t^t,,  h^ 
l?ji§Qn?,,to  all  youT;  future  day^,  Wi^h^ 
pridfi  awd|  joy  your  father-  will  refoe^e, 
Ug^iW,  hw,d»aA,  whp  has  p»8§ed,  throughr 
tJlMfi  tri^Jis ,  qf,  Sjwmw  aud  teipptationj ,  unw 
broken  by  the  one,  and  unsubdued(by:t||;ie 
q^i^ ,  ^is4?y^ ishall.clpse  iijcahnrppjoy- 
^ftSifi^ .  rgpde^  hpght^n  by  thft  hopetefiii 
%jf9][%tipR[  ui)d<^^ yMc^i  h?  npw  iftgrpfu^ 
v^i  %,  theex  Iv  trust,  tme  uwny .  haf^j 

i»ft9»sjftfitpi!fti,  JwA.iC  aw<»igst)yftwjjqi» 

<mh  «h<Wli  HCgjlWJtwce*  i%.  rewejobewdil  it 
WAttib!^:%  opR#4i  tfti  me,  tfl,re%9fei.thiti 
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with  the  thoughts  of  Sericao  your  heart 
will  mingle  the  reoollectimi  of  those  ser- 
vices he  so  rc^iced  to  render.  But  eome, 
recover  from  this  agitaticm;  I  shall  deliver 
you  into  the  hands  o£  one  whose  kindness 
will»  I  know,  restore  you  without  dday 
to  your  afflicted  parent :  summon  the  other 
prisoners,**  he  continued,  as  she  still  si- 
lently wept  upon  his  arm. 

The  men  being  arrived  from  below,  the 
bassa  addressed  them  in  a  few  words,  telU 
ing  them  that  to  don  Giacomo  PeroUo 
they  were  all  indebted  for  their  liberty. 
They  expressed  their  gratitude,  and  were 
ordered  1>y  PeroUo  into  one  of  the  boats 
which  had  conveyed  the  refreshments  on 
board,  and  which  had  remained  by  Mar- 
gieri's  order. 

**  Those  who  belong  to  the  baron  So- 
lanto,"  said  Perolio,  **  shall  be  conducted 
to  Luna  Castle ;  the  rest  shall  remain  with 
me ;  and  this  fair  lady  will,  I  hope,  find 
the  Casa  di  Perolio  a  happy  home,  until 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  consigning  her  to 
her  father's  arms,  who  in  three  days  time 
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will,  I  hope,  be  in  Sdacca ;  in  the  mean 
time  the  baroness  Pandolfina  will  be  proud 
to  shew  her  every  kindness  and  attention." 

*'  In  giving  this  treasure  to  your  diarge^ 
don  Giaoomo/'  said  Serican,  **  I  do  it  in 
the  fullest  confidence  that  she  will  meet 
no  more  the  obstacles  which  those  who 
ought  to  have  been  her  protectors  have 
thrown  in  her  way,  and  which  compelled 
her  to  expose  her  person  to  the  dangers  of 
the  ocean,  unprotected  and  defenceless.'' 

*^  Of  all  the  favours  your  excellenza  has 
with  so  bounteous  a  hand,  heaped  on  us,"  re- 
plied Perollo,  •*  this  act  of  trust  conveys  the 
most  flattering  sensations  to  my  heart ;  the 
hdy  shall  command  the  services  of  all  my 
house,and  will,  I  dare  affirm,  meet  amongst 
us  no  lukewarm  friends.  And  now,  signor 
permit  me  to  repeat  the  assurances  of  my 
high  esteem  and  gratitude  for  the  honour 
of  this  generous  reception  ;  and  should  at 
any  time  the  services  of  a  Perollo  be  use- 
fill  to  you  or  yours,  to  beg  you  will  com- 
mand them  to  the  utmost ;  I  regret  to  say 


tQ»tfie  lait  iMMMnliT 

siidii attentioiiia^i  n-^he  \m-  refimveA*  ftom 

of'.fiite^  that  WB}  shall  me^^agaiIli  Uims  iar 
a'p]n8wew<8tareifar  mew.  wbidi  X  woolAr 
wiBikigfyt  mmmter)  many/  dtflEfcnltiw^'  tt^; 
o^oHjirv  ,^  Btoeiiiecthia  {dedge^of nj^nsgavd^^ 
he  added^.  gifvibg,  the  fiigmmt  t^lw 

^'Mijr  Etoaven.  repof i  the;  debt  lof '  Mar- 
gueritahi  gratitude,  w  maiijr  yeaM):of;hap^ 
f»iie68  to  oome P  aiticulated the lad^.  m.s^i: 
faint  tonei' 

^Alkt bless ttfaee,  my  child!"  said.Seply 
caB>.  as  don^  Giaoomo  bore  h^  down  tb^. 
vessells '  sid^  and  covered  his  &ee'  fossr  ^i 
moment  with  his:  hand.  The  rest  of  ■'  tlit^< 
parl^irepeateditheir  respectful  adieuS|,tbft, 
rawera:di)ppQdf;thmr  oaD8».a]|^liglrtl]rit|i6h 
baige  flew(  over  the  waves  to  the^wliitoT 
waUs/ofifSeiafiea. 

The-sigiyara  JiflT>doliiu  sot  by  4a{};(^. 
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como,  enveloped  in  her  veil,  and  appa- 
rently still  weeping  from  agitation;  the 
rest  of  the  party  were  extolling  the  merits 
of  the  Turkish  chief;  and  immediately  be- 
hind the  barge  followed  the  boat  whidi 
conveyed  the  rescued  prisoners. 

The  friends  and  adherents  of  don  Gia- 
como  had  heard  fix)m  Antonio  Margieri 
the  success  of  his  expedition,  and  were 
assembled  on  the  Marino  in  crowds  to 
greet  his  return.  The  populace,  attracted 
by  the  same  cause,  had  flocked  to  witness 
the  spectacle,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
city  appeared  collected  to  receive  them. 

AVhen  the  barge  touched  the  beach,  a 
cry  of "  Viva  il  Perollo,"  was  raised  by  the 
multitude  on  the  shore,  and  echoed  by 
those  on  the  Marino  above. 

As  don  Giacomo  conveyed  on  shore  the 
prize  entrusted  to  him,  she  nearly  fainted,* 
from  the  overwhelming  joy  of  returning 
after  such  peril  to  her  native  land — ^the 
land  which  held  the  first  and  only  object 
of  her  love  and  veneration,  the  father  fiona 

VOL.  II.  F 


§8  <  TOR  rsDos  o^ 

wJbain  die  had  been  «o  eni|dl7»  so  WMSr 

StndQlfiiift  dmoit  OBirifdii^F  Aon  the 
bMeb  41^ Uie  Mjarine,  «ml  lii  beiiicttMled 
theragi^  cW  agniitlie«nr  of^Tiira  3 
Perollo,"  afwe  Awi  tiie  ikligbtod  iOMild^ 
tudft;  4)be7  had  Muceljr  Beached  tfie  tmm- 
iKk»  and  weie  tridtitig  to  tMover  the  ok* 
Inusted  stmngth  cif  the  lady,  vhen  the 
ptrtjr  who  hed  fioUewed  andved  also;  iiwir 
stay  mtm  mam  apread  abroad,  and  agaip 
thrir  shottts  of  joy  arose;  vitib  diffienhy 
doB  GiaeoeM  aaade  way  through  the  ex» 
ultkig  thnoBg,  and  here  his  interesthig 
eh8i^« 

As  Ihey pasaed  the  statue-of  the  Virgm, 
nnr  the  oonY^esit  of  the  Jessiits,  MArgue- 
rita  raised  herself  froas  the  aapforting 
acm  4xf  PenoUo,  asid  knelt  mpen  tiM  atep^ 
befoneit;  Sb  silent  nespeet  the  fmdtitude 
stood  or  knelt  around  her ;  the  influeaice 
ef  beft  (devotion  appeaved  to  be  joommu* 
adoated  io  all^snd  ^  Vdya  Maiia^  warn  minr 
gkd  wkh  dlieir  fcamer  shouts. 

As  the  lady  rose  from  the  postvoe  of 
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aimofit  involuntwry  adtoratiofl^  'Sbe  seemed 
netieyed  fix>in  part  of  her  emotiQii^  aad 
proceeded  on  the  rest  of  their  way  to  the 
Casa  di  PeroUo,  with  more  ^somposu^, 
though  apparently  oonfused  hyr  the  joyous 
numbers  who  surrounded  her.  They  passed 
the  Caitel  di  Luna,  and  halting  lor  an  bir- 
stant,  don  Giaeomo  ordened  the  attendents 
of  Solaato  unmediately  to  join  their  mas- 
ter. ^  Viya  don  Giaeomo !«  Vhv^  U  Pe-» 
rollo !"  was  repeated  again  till  the  wails  of 
the  castle  renechoed  with  the  shout 

On  arFiving  at  his  own  hom€^  PobM- 
fina  gave  orders  that  the  castle-^it;^fiiould 
be  tibtrown  open  to  all  who  fcdlqwad,  mA 
such  entertainment  be  provided  £^  them 
as  could  be  procured  at  the  tim^.  He 
then  conducted  die  lady  to  the  interior,  to 
present  her  to  the  baroness,  and  as  he 
¥ntkdrew,  uncovered  lus  head»  aod  re- 
apeotfutty  sakited  the  applauding  erowd, 
with  thanks  for  thek  kind  and  weloome 
^apsobation.  Their  tranqodorts  of  joy  were 
sedoidiled»  and  eyery  bleasdiig  yimkw^kai 
«|Kai  the  jhQQ^.of  FiircdJkK 
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The  baroness  had  been  appiized  by 
Fandolfina's  message  of  the  arrival  of  her 
new  guest,  and  advancing  towards  the 
signora  Liandolini  as  the  baron  led  her 
into  the  apartment,  welcomed  her  by  an 
affectionate  embrace. — "  The  pleasure, 
lady,  which  I  must  feel  in  congratulating 
your  return  from  slavery  to  freedom,  will 
be  heightened  by  the  satisfaction  of  being 
permitted  to.  shew  you  every  attention,  in 
my  power." 

The  young  lady  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged the  kindn^ess  of  her  hostess. 

"  Order  a  messenger/'  said  the  baron  to 
an  attendant,  "  to  be  instantly  in  readiness 
for  Trapani." 

"  Thank  you,  signor;  thank  you  for 
your  kind  consideration  of  my  impa- 
tience." 

Don  Giacomo  smiled,  and  said-r-"  Per- 
haps you  had  better  let  me  write  these 
tidings  to  your  father." 

**  I  BXjfi  unable  to  say  much,"  answered 
Marguerita ;  "  but  with  your  excellenza's 
permission,   a  few  lines  from  my   hand 
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will,  I  know^  be  a  cordial  to  hia  grief,  and 
in  some  degree  excuse  me  to  myself  for 
not  being  the  bearer  of  the  news  of  my 
redemption  and  return." 

••  I  then  will  narrate  the  circumstance 
of  your  safe  arrival  here,"  said  the  baron, 
"  and  enclose  whatever  you  may  write. 
The  messenger  will  soon  be  ready,  and 
I  enter  fully  into  all  your  anxiety  for  dis- 
patch, that  every  unnecessary  moment's 
misery  may  be  spared  to  the  cavalier  your 
father." 

The  gentleman  retired  immediately, 
leaving  the  lady  with  the  baroness  to  pre- 
pare her  note,  and  recover  in  some  degree 
the  composure,  of  which  the  events  of  the 
morning  had  completely  deprived  her. 
As  soon  as  the  courier  was  in  readiness, 
she  concluded  her  epistle,  which  was  dis- 
patched with  a  command  to  the  bearer  to 
use  all  possible  expedition  in  reaching  Tra- 
panL  This  duty  done,  she  felt  her  anxiety 
much  relieved,  and  having  endeavoured, 
at  the  request  of  the  baroness,  to  take  a 


mS  fiitty  istit»iyi6&  to  * 

in  kind  attentions  ttf  tti^  gtl^  MMtitig 
hw  ^t  h&t  MhSf  WOuil  sMU^  afrlte; 

iSUit  ld»in«  the  dlWi|9^^  h«il^ 

IM  utttfit  biff  fttff m  t6  tifii,  thM  M«  ga^Mt 

said  don  Paolo»  *'  that  he  may  shor^  hi 
^Sl{Mctdd  agfedn  ill  SdaciMh.'' 

Mi«pg€tc*rtta  6X(inrs«eid[  her  hop^  thttt  Mi 
kind  e»!rtioM  in  het  hihdit  wouM  iM( 
6itp6^  Utn  to  rniy  petsontl  dMget. 

'to  this  V^edeaAto  teplied,  tha*  AVety 
pKiefttitiot)  had  beM  taken  for  hh  safety, 
attd  thrt  jading  fteto  hitln^lf  tod  fitmt 
Ws  knoireled^  <yf  Otetano,  he  wjw  sfnw 
Ms  ftien^  would  <tonsider  th^  dittiftfkMiOfn 
df  ii««{ng  h€¥  redtoied  to  hei*  ftthef,  sM 
sUflleieiit  reeompence  f6t  twy  difl9cuW« 
R6  Might  httti  to  encounter. 
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Thd  ^Offvemtimot  afterwanfa  toniffiA 
upon  tbe  emduct  cf  Serican^  who  was  the 
etged  d  umveKsai  admiratioiit 

^  l!lie  ffaort  htterrirptr;'  ottseitBd  tirar 
^gnom  LandoKni  to  don  Giaodmar  ^*  wiiidi 
3roor  i^^^celknM  had  whb  the  basaa,  M^ 
played  the  more  shewy  ibflitltres  of  Ma 
character ;  it  required  a  helpless  situation 
like  my  own  to  appreciate  his  gentler 
virtues :  from  the  first  hour  of  our  meeting 
till  delivered  to  your  charge,  his  care  and 
tenderness  could  not  have  been  surpassed 
even  by  my  dear  father,  nor  his  respectful 
delicacy  censured  by  the  severest  scru- 
tiny." 

"  You  met  the  bassa  in  your  way  from 
Malta,  I  think,  signora  ?" 

"  I  v/as  escaping  fi-om  a  persecution," 
she  replied,  "  equally  unmerited  and  un- 
expected." 

"  Pardon  me,"  said  the  baron ;  "  I  did 
not  wish  to  lead  to  any  detail  of  your  mis- 
fortunes, signora.  Let  us  not  recall  such 
uncomfortable  events."  He  then,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  evening,  directed  the 
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timyenation  to  geneml  subjects^  for  the 
which  she  felt  infinitdy  obliged  to  him ; 
and  the  following  morning,  when  in  pri- 
vate with  the  banmess,  oommutucated  the 
{WoiiGiilars  of  the  late  events  which  had 
thus  thrown  her  on  the  kindness  and  hos- 
pitality of  strangers. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


»^##^»< 


Helas !  qui  peut  in*aa«urer  qu*elle  me  rettera  toujuurb  ? 

Geni.is. 

The  cavalier  Vinoentio  Landolini  was  the 
youngest  son  of  a  Sicilian  nobleman,  who^. 
with  high  rank  and  a  large  family,  to  sup^ 
port,  could  do  little  morp  foor  the  junior 
branches,  than  instil  into  them  good  and 
honourable  principles,  and  put  them  either 
into  naval  and  military  services^  or  into 
convents. 

Vincentio  was  handsom^f  amiable,  and 
brave ;  and  in  after-life  shewed  qualitieus' 
of  h^her  worth  than  the  first  years  of  his 
being  left  to  his  own  gui4ance  promised. 
On  a  visit  to  one  of  his  sisters  at  a  con- 
vent, he  was  unfortunate  enough  to  fall 
desperately  in  love  with  a  very  beautiful 
girl,  who  was  a  boarder  there ;  and  after  a 


•  t  ■ 
1 1 .  t 
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few  intendews,  his  vehement  affectimi  and 
impnidenoe,  and  her  extreme  youth  and 
mexpeiAence,  made'  her  consent  to  elope 
with  him ;  4id  ^ihteti^  iitund  he  had 
a  wife  to  take  care  o^  before  he  knew  how 
to  provide  for  himself.  He  carried  his  bride 
immediately  to  a  cas^o  he  had  hh^  in  a 
very  small  retired  town  on  Etna,  where  they 

The  IMMH  liikiAiiih^  Utto^fnog  1m  Mi 

itbtH/Aihtg  lliHli«fibi"ttiA 'soft's  tt^Mttitil^ 
^Tt  flMif>  He' liid  'BttUft  fi^ht  ft)  sMbtfWS 

^  hM  fiOt  fbVraefS:  Vl  ebitflteiott  m4Mi 
could  disgrace  his  name,  made  A'  gttM 
xS^t  Of*  M)  eite«i6dltig  tne«tera«RM>,  in  al- 
1dttr(ttg  diem  W  qdit  the  wtMrl^  by  iMh 
qtrret  meaAs  is  sforvati^A,  for  iMllAig 
wott]d  ever  in^hieehitt  tb  assist  them  with 
a  single  dolkf: 

''Vittteti^b,  during' ^he  fittt  fe^ftionthtr 
«f  ftlSf  tiiiaitl^  lift;  thought  hhti^df  the 
hap'pfest  tit  the  haptjy.    Ih  W  w^  ftfr. 

,  had  beauty  and    gentleness ;  the  cheer- 


fulne»i  of  ejLtr^me  youth,  -  and  etttire  de- 
YOtion  to  {ind  dcfpendence  oil  himself  r 
and  even  atfs^rwtetdB,  though  i^he  hstd 
be^  tMght  notbhig'  whieh  cottld  fnaker 
her  a  vety  u^fnl  eDiin«ie!Ior,  or  give  her 
much  ooun^  to  bear  diftSi^Ultiesr,  still  she 
never  embittered  them  to  her  husband  by 
futile  compMnts;  and  often  by  heraflfec- 
ticHiate  etideavotirsf  to  cheer  hftn,  made 
him  fcvgetall  but  his  happiness  in  possess^ 
ing  her.  Not  long  however  did  she  live 
to  eigoy  or  suffer  with  him ;  ft)r  in  the 
second  year  of  thdr  marriage,  in  giving 
bir^  to  a  female  infknt,  she  expired. 

Hfid  they  possessed  fortune  suitable  to 
their  mnk,  and  lived  in  the  society  they 
were  bc^rt  in,  it  is  possible  that  Vineentfo 
might  have  felt  le»  acutely  than  he  did 
the  nAsetj  of  losing  her.  >^  There  seemed 
to  hhrt  a  vacuum  in  fife  trtitch  nothing 
could  ever  fill.  She  h^d  sufl^red  With  and 
for  him,  and  he  was  no  longed  certain  there 
wB^  one  who  ever  lamented  his  sibsenW, 
and  rgoiced  in  las  return,  and  whb 
thought  b^onghig  to  hitti  v^  kXdtie  k 
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siifficimt  remuneratum  for  every  Bacrifioe. 
Suflfeiing  tries  aflfectioii,  and  if  it  out? 
l^ves  harasring  cUsappoiiitiiients,  and  tbe 
l^etting  detail  of  perpetual  privatums  and 
anxieties,  it  is  safely  to  be  trusted. 
r-  -Fot  some  months  after  the  death  c£  his 
wif^  Vmcentio  could  scarcely  endure  to 
see  his  diild,  or  even  to  rraoain  in  his 
house.  But  what  parent  can  resist  the 
innocent  smile  with  which  opening  per* 
ception  illumines  the  countenance  of  an 
infant  ?  and  when  time  had  a  little  sof- 
tened the  character  of  his  grief,  and  his 
person  hecame  known  to  his  little  Mar* 
guerita,  her  infantine  endeavours  to  at- 
tract his  notice,  and  the  sofi  clasping  of 
his  fingers  by  her  little  hands,  taught  him 
he  had  still  something  to  love. 

During  the  years  of  mere  childhood  he 
was  crften  jilisent  fiK>m  her  for  months^  on 
service,  or  otherwise  engaged ;  but  found 
that  each  time  he  felt  more  interest  in  re- 
turning.  And  by  the  time  it  was  neces- 
sary to  think  of  her  education,  he  had  de- 
terming  not  to  part  fixxm  her,  except 
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when  his  profesrimial  duties  rendered  it 
impossible  to  keep  her  with  him.  The 
^  dull  realities  of  life"  had  had  their  usual 
effect  on  a  good  disposition ;  and  Vineeil- 
tio  Landolini  was  at  thirty  as  rational,  as 
moderate,  and  as  resigned,  to  whatever 
the  will  of  Heaven  diose  to  inflict  on  him, 
as  at  twenty  he  had  been  violent  and  im- 
patient of  ocKitroL 

Marguerita,  brought  up  by  such  a  father, 
was  at  ten  years  old  more  fit  to  act  fw 
herself,  than  was  her  mother  when  she 
left  her  convent  to  become  a  wife.  At 
that  ag^  Vincentip  felt  a  father's  desire  to 
bestow  on  his  sole  remaining  treasure  some 
advantages  which  he  could  not  give  her 
by  himself,  so  &r  removed  from  all  so- 
ciety as  Tre  Castagne.  He  therefore  re- 
moved with  her  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Trapani,  where  he  took  a  small  house,  in 
a  very  retired  situation  near  the  sea. 
Himself,  his  daughter,  and  two  cm*  three 
old  servants^  fixrmed  the  whole  establish- 
ment, and  were  as  much  as  his  means 
ccmldpKmdefor. 
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«  lov^f  ib  imncm  as  bad  htenhet  we^ 
lU^pt?'  tMither;  And  ftt  fiRwB^  It  cnHiiitlsr 
dia  not  wqoke  4  fi|liMr%  putiflBQr  fit 
HAok  hm  mxtfaMtamf^y  mfUvwAsgi : Whsfc 
Htd^  ibiiely  she  bnl  sees  sfaMse  abe-ciMw 
into  the  ii6|giilKn9riidod  of  Tm^tttif  <ani 
bdbm  rii€$  haid  seen  nbtie)  wtt  ctf  the  firak 
order ;  for  besides  don  VittooeitiB^s  mta*' 
rtffiy'^goodl  tMt^  he  ftlt  on  allowiiUe  ]tride 
in  tddAg  all  poMil]Ae  oone  that  hi»  own 
ittipradinGe  dMcdd  not  tempt  out  of  their 
FMik  any  of  his  name  and  inee ;  mdtkere^ 
hte  it  was,  that  Mavgoetita  had  perhaps 
more  itrict  ideas  on.  the  subject  of  InMi 
and  fittoily^  than  many  who^  from  living 
wfaei^  these  advantagesr  are  never  ques^ 
tioned,  night  be  supposed  to  ptize  theu 
moi^  hflgUy^ 

Women  of  that  day  were  not  in  gt^ 
ntral  addicted  to  nwHtig,  bat  LandoHni 
in  Us  wtiremetit  had  been  forecd  to  book^ 
for  society,  ootisolatiob,  and  amusement; 
and  Ms  dsugfater,  natuially  imitating  the 
only  person  who  interested  her,  andifaaPi^ing 
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agtiifi  ftnd  ftg^,  till  she  ob^  t!6t  hAp 
xtiidfft&ttaiBlittg  tb^tki  t  iftMd  l^e  feboksf 
idilcli  iw  tctiitemertf  cmiM  ehgage  the  ^ 
t^tttion  of  a  i^Mil^  ftild  \fi^.prittt^ledt 
mdffr,  ccmld  family  M\  to  benefit  d;  wdtrmih 
Margtierfta  therdbfe  was  Kke  few  youttjgf 
ladies  of  h<^  age.  She  bad  seat  itothittg^ 
of  the  world  and  its  manttersi  yet  still,  by 
i!titr  hel;^  of  a  clear,  eool  tmdei^tmiditig, 
atid  heir  fkthet^s  religious?  and  rea^MwWe 
pneceptj,  was  moi^  fSt  to  eheowitef  lt»  va^- 
rieties  df  stxMins  and  <^m^,  than  many 
who  have  been  btotight  up  in  th^  midst  of 
theitb  Such  a  cueatdre  was  neeesMdIy 
^  otgiect  almost  of  adoration  f(>  her  fhtbei*; 
he  had  educated  her  hhnself,  and  tfttty 
d«Qr  gloried  more  in  Mil  success.  BoltM^ 
times  indeed  he  could  not  help  askilAj|f 
Mm^f  what  would  Ke  her  lot  ifhcMild  he 
be  tsdcM  from  her?  but  he  lodkieA  aft  her^ 
attd  was  aweiAe  would  maivy  Weft.  He  <at 
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eerlttn  thst  jjfMalgr  would  never  be  a  mis* 
fiNrtune  tot  1ier»  as  it  hid  beeo^tp  her  kmk 
ther;  ^gd  bendei^  in  CSatholic  oountrie^ 
esmirjtdB  offer  at  aH  tunea  safe  and  ho* 
Dpcuable  aqrhimi  to  unjprotected  females. 
fie  took  har  sometimes  to  Trapani,  where 
he  hid  a  few  fiienda^  whose  pnte  and 
adhxuratkm  of  his  child  delighted  him ; 
but  he  always  felt  happy  to  faripg  her 
home. again;  she  was  of  too  gieat  value 
to  be  quite  rational  about 

Time  rolled  on  quietly  enough;  doj^ 
Vincentio  had  few  cares,  and  no  calami- 
ties ;  and  all  his  vivid  feelings  were  cen- 
tered in  his.  daughter,  now  just  seventeen. 

One  morning  he  received  a  message, 
which  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  go  to 
Trapani ;  and  when  he  ordered  his  horses, 
Marguerita  said— ^  Take  me  with  you, 
dear  fether ;  I  have  not  been  out  for  an 
age." 

'*  No,  my  love,  you  have  not ;  but  I 
cannot  take  you  to-day,  for  it  is  possible 
I  may  not  retuni  this  evening,  and  I  shall 
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be  engaged  aH  day ;  and  you  know,  when 
you  are  from  home,  I  do  not  like  to  leave 
you  to  the  care  of  others." 

**  Then  I  must  e'en  stay,  and  make  did 
Maria  as  agreeable  and  enUvening  as  I 
can.** 

"  I  will  return  to-night,  if  possible ;  but 
certainly  to-morrow.  Farewell  for  a  few 
hours,  my  dear  child." 

After, her  Other's  departure,  Margue- 
rita  walked  to  a  convent  some  little  way 
from  home,  and  returning  along  the  beach, 
remarked  a  light  sailing  vessel  hovering 
about  the  coast 

**  I  wonder  what  that  vessel  is,  Maria  ?" 
she  said ;  '^  for  if  those  on  board  wish  to 
land,  I  should  think  the  wind  is  fair 
enough." 

**  Yes,  signora ;  but  I  don't  suppose 
they  do  at  present ;  very  likely  they  are 
corsairs,  and  waiting  till  evening  to  catch 
up  any  little  vessels  conmig  into  port" 

During  the  rest  of  the  day,  Margue- 
lita  employed  herself  with  her  books,  her 
embroidery,  and  her  birds ;  and  was  say- 
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ii^  to  her  attaidont  ai  i%bk»  that  it 
would  be  useless  td  sit  up  longer  finr  her 
father^  as  it  was  much  bejODd  his  tisintl 
hour  of  returning  wbeH;  thejr  hddTd  a 
vi(dent  Doise  at  the  entranoe  of  the  lunis^ 
like  scuffling  and  altercation,  and  almort 
itnitiediafely  a  frightful  9hriek  and  the 
faU  of  some  heavy  weight  Mark  stood 
speechless  and  motidnless -,  Mai^iBerita 
fiew  to  the  door  to  attempt  securing  it ; 
but  the  whole  alarm  was  so  rmpidf  thafk  Ae 
hod  scacedy  retehed  it^  when  it  was  pushed 
open  with  such  force  as  almost  to  tlnrow 
her  down ;  she  caught  by  the  nearest  piece 
of  furniture ;  and  pak^  breathless^  and  al- 
most Ufdess  with  terror,  saw  three  fetcu 
cious-looking  ruffians  enter  the  room. 
They  stared  around  them,  apparently  very 
muck  disappointed  at  tbe  appearance  of 
the  apartment^  which  presented  nothing^ 
of  value;  and  began  to  utter,  in  their  lingua 
Franca  jargon,  furious  imprecations  against 
the  owner  and  his  poverty,  when  scnne  one, 
of  seetningly-'higher  rank,  entered  and 
asked  what  they  bad  dene? 
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'^  Wbj  liothiyi^  captaBl;  the  place 
otaitailis  iioffaiB|;  wortb  the  trooMe  of 
i^tiktHlg  jcm  ixA  Otttnde  tlureT 

The  csLpbnn  mvrefed  the  ioom;  Knd 
his  ejes  rcBtiilg  on  MtrgMnAm^  he  iaid<«* 
"  Wby  bc«e  seems  fOdtetimig  wOTtb  tafc« 
ing.  If  it  il  Alive.'' 

A9  be  apt>roKbod  to  hf  hcM  en  Imt^ 
9h«  gcreomoi  and  fled,  is  if  for  pnAeOkm^ 
to  tlk^  ti«ttrly<«ltfeksii  MttiOi.  The  raflbn 
kn^w  iihe  cMdd  am;  esope^  iod  sAer  sw-^ 
vef^h^a  moffieftt  wtft  McA  iMKtKtfOtti 
dM^ftDiiMiiMy  oi^dtfMid  heff  on  boaid  Ai 
nhaltop,  a^  if  sA^  hud  beMi  it  bate  of  lMr» 

CuallQlZCL 

Homir  iMm*  gave  her  wwd^  and  in 
dgotiy  not  to  be  deMribed  or  ifiM^ted, 
idle  imploi^  to  be  left.  ''My  Mher  wiH 
tmioi^  me  with  aD  he  htt!  but  if  ymi 
know  what  pity  is,  do  tiot  inflict  on  Mm 
th6  tofment  of  tailing  meT 

They  hedfd  her  with  I9ie  oddest  in^ 
f^relice,  and  iimflling  a  hH^e  i^k  tMund 

h^t,  spit^  of  rtrdg)^^,  pwyttfs,  Mid  shfMCi» 
borfe  her  to  the  shore. 
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**  It  is  a  dark  night,''  said  one  of  the 
wretches ;  *^  make  a  funeral  pile  for  old 
Cerberus  there;  it  will  light  us  on  board." 

The  order  was  obeyed;  but  Margue- 
rita,  on  being  taken  from  the  hous^  lost 
all  consciousness  of  her  situation,  and  re- 
mained so  for  some  time.     When  she  re- 
covered her  recollection,  she  found  herself 
Ipng  in  the  doak ;   the  noise  over  her 
head,  the  darkness  and  the  pains  in  her 
limbs,  from  her  previous  fright  and  strug- 
gles, were  altogether  so  overwhelming, 
that  she  was  near  relapsing  again  into  in- 
sensibility, when  a  man  entered  the  cahin 
with  a  lamp  and  a  cup.     He  approached 
her,  lifted  her  up,  and  poured  some  wine 
down  her  throat,  waited  a  moment  or  two 
to  see  that  it  revived  her,  and   looking 
satisfied  that  death  would  not  rob  them  of 
their  prey  at  present,  left  the  unhappy 
girl  to  darkness  and  her  own  reflections. 
She  was  now  sufficiently  recovered  to  re- 
member what  had  befallen  her.      With 
memory  and  thought  came  terror,  far,  &r 
beyond  any  thing  she  had  known  or  fan- 
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cied ;  but  when  she  thought  of  her  father 
and  his  despair,  she  forgot  herself,  and 
gave  way  to  an  agony  of  tears. 

Daybreak  brought  even  to  her  some 
relief;  she  could  look  from  the  little  cabin 
window,  and  hoping  to  see  some  friendly 
sail,  forgot  for  a  moment  the  impossibility 
of  making  any  attempt  to  profit  by  it. 
She  tried  to  think  of  what  must  be  her 
probable  fate;  of  what  she  ought  to  do  , 
and  might  say  to  induce  the  pirates  to  al- 
low her  father  to  ransom  her.  But  still 
all  her  thoughts  were  but  excursions  from 
one  settled  idea  of  intense  misery^  and 
always  ended  in  the  same  point — ^her 
father,  and  his  cheerless  desolation.  She 
had  never  seen  him  otherwise  than  placid 
and  dignified,  of  course  she  could  not  re- 
collect his  grief  at  her  mother's  death; 
and  don  Vincentio  had  been  too  deeply 
schooled  in  adversity,  to  be  discomposed 
by  trivial  annoyances.  Those  who  have 
known  real  afflictions,  are  alone  able  to 
give  their  due  insignificance  to  trifles ;  and 
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thit  Mavguerite  .|m4  iievw  seen  h«r  fiittmr 
vnier  die  iniuuMe  <if  airf  irMeit  fM- 
ing,  added  to  liev  diaatm  If  the  «iik«v 
tulnly  of  bow  he  ttiglit  be  aflfeeteA  by  it 
He  WW  0tiH  a  yeui^  men,  buteiudety 
bfid  tutdemiiseA  bis^hepdiibf  end  be  eeemed 
iQore  <ha9  <e«  y  esn  «ftdep  than  be  reaHy 
was.  Sbeuiil  he  sffi^  imder  tUs  blow,  and 
leave  tier  in  li»e  wevld  eione!  fer  so  ehe 
thought  i^ttat  these  feel  who  aveoonneeted 
by  «>  tie  ef  ^ffeetikm  with  any  lidleer* 
eraatcMre. 

The  idea  was  too  tenribk^  and  it  was 
aknoste  fdlief  to  see  thedavk-^eoantenaneed 
being  who  attended  with  her  food.  She 
knew  that  to  mure  her  health  would  not 
be  to  inoiease  h^  powers  of  aoting  and 
iMnkmgfor  herself,  4sAiould  oscasion  oflSer ; 
and  tbevefere^  though  she  £dt  net  ouiefa 
ap^petite,  end  the  iriands  wscee  not  vary 
tempting;  die  feocod  iMrsdf  to  eat  as  wias 
nqirfsite,  to  eupport  her  etmngth  aM 
q^iirlis. 

When  nmt  any  ane  entesed  the  «dbiii; 
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she  vrentered  to  inquire  whither  thejr  were 
bound?  and  was  answered  in  one  word, 
Tunis. 

^*Then  rf«reiy,^  cihetev<Auntai4fy  ex- 
ekifped,  *^  is  to  be  my  bitter  portion.** 

^*Ye^  said  the  man,  and  departed. 

Without  employment  of  any  kind,  pent 
up  in  heir  miserable  prison,  the  day  seemed 
an  age  of  suffering ;  and  when  night  again 
came,  ishe  wra^>ed  herself  up  in  her  cloak, 
and  imd  down  on  herhutl  couch,  deter* 
mined  to  seek  ifor  a  few  hours  £f>rget&rl- 
ness,  and  thoiflcfii]  to  Providenee  ttet  the 
day  ibad  worn  away  in  <mly  passive  sutlfer- 
ing ;  she  thought  of  her  distant  and  loved 
ftitiber,  and  wept  herself  to  repose.  Weari- 
ness <rf^  mind  »id  body  made  ber  «leep 
soun^  tffl  morning,  and  «he  awoke  re- 
fieiiMid ;  but  was  almost  immediati^y  sen- 
siM#  of  tia^ng  be^ri  roused  by  a  ^?eat  in- 
erease  of  fioise  over  her  head ;  and  a  mo- 
ment after,  the  discharge  of  cannon  lAiobk 
the  Tessd  iM  it  seomed  Mparating,  and 
nearly  deprived  poor  Marguerita  of  her 
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senses.   The  firing  became  tremendous  io 
her,  and  with  little  intermission. 

^^Good  Heaven,"  she  thought,  ^' for  what 
am  I  reserved  T  and  in  tiiat  hour  of  dismay 
and  loneliness,  felt  the  support  of  the  pure 
fidth  her  father  had  inculcated,  and  relied 
on  Providence  with  the  confidence  of 
youthful  belief  and  innocence.  Seated  on 
the  floor,  in  a  comer  of  the  cabin,  with 
her  hands  now  lifted  to  heaven,  and  now 
pressed^to  h^  head,  to  deadai  the  <Mstract- 
ing  noise,  she  tried  to  prepare  for  the  de- 
struction  of  the  shallop,  or  her  own  liber- 
ation, with  resignation  to  Him  who  cannot 
err. 

At  last  the  heavy  firing  ceased  alto- 
gether, and  fi'om  the  violent  noise  of  per- 
sons treading  heavily  and  falling,  with  the 
clashing  of  arms  on  deck,  she  imagined 
the  vessel  was  boarded.  The  strug^ 
seemed  still  obstinate,  and  the  torment  of 
suspense  to  the  lonely  listener,  whilst  it 
lasted,  was  agonizing  beyond  all  descrip- 
tion. 
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'  At  length  it  subsided  almost  entirdy ; 
she  heard  steps  approaching,  and  held  her 
breath  in  anxietv  at  the  result.  There 
was  scarcely  time  to  think,  however,  be* 
fore  the  door  opaned,  and  one  appeared, 
ve^^unmce  the  rude  and  uncouth  figures 
which  the  day  before  had  presented  to  her 
view.  It  was  a  young  man  of  gay  and 
prepossessing  appearance,  who  seemed  in 
high  glee  at  the  victory, 

Marguerita's  spirits  had  been  so  over- 
strained, that  she  could  only  throw  herself 
on  her  knees,  and  clasp  her  hands  in 
supplication.  The  youth's  astonishment 
seemed  for  a  moment  to  overpower  all  his 
Acuities ;  but  it  was  only  for  a  moment. 
He  raised  the  trembling  girl,  and  support- 
ing her,  begged  ta  know  by  what  accident 
she  came  there  ?  In  as  few  words  as  possi- 
ble she  explained  this;  and  asked  in  return, 
iato  whose  power  she  was  now  thrown? 

"  You  are  now,  lady,  in  the  power  of 
those  who  are  most  bound  to  protect 
all  others  from  oppression;    I  mean  the 
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knights  of  St  John  of  Jerusalem.  I3on 
Giuglio,  our  commander,  k  slightly 
wounded,  atid  cannot,  I  fear,  come  to 
you.  Will  you  allow  me  to  conduct  you 
to  him?'* 

Marguerita  was  so  happy  to  leave  her 
prison,  that  she  did  not  hesitate  a  moment 
about  following  h^  young  conductor ;  and 
when  she  came  on  deck,  she  was  too  oon- 
fused  to  notice  distinctly  the  various  db« 
jects  around  her  of  dead  and  dying,  which 
would  at  another  time  have  appalled  her 
senses.  She  was  soon  presented  to  don 
Giuglio,  a  strikingly-handsome  man,  but 
looking  very  faint  from  pain  and  loss  of 
blood,  and  supported  by  those  around 
him. 

"  See,  here  is  a  prize  we  have  rescued* 
from  the  corsair,  sir.  What  a  lucky  fellow 
I  was  to  find  her !  I  am  determined  hence- 
forth to  search  all  ships,  the  very  first  mo- 
ment of  boarding  them." 

•*  Hush^  Sforza!  be  quiet  for  once;  do 
you  not  see  the  commander  is  faint,  and 
the  lady  frightened  ? — Sir,"  said  the  same 
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officer  to  the  captain,  *f  tl^e  boat  ijf  jj^^ 
ready ;  perhaps  the  lady  had  better  g^  pp. 
jboard  the  galley  with  you ;  the^r^.  ^s  qp 
place  here  fit  for  her.** 

The  captain  signified  his  ac^uij^^i^ 
and  was  lowered  into  the  boat,  J^^;f[|[^ 
by  Marguerita.  They  were  soop  atihe 
galley's  side ;  but  with  the  ad^tiiQa[ij||.  fj^ 
tigue  of  being  raised  into  it  and  taJD^  )^ 
his  cabin,  don  Giuglio  fainted.  A([^i^j^^* 
rita  was  placed  in  a  little  cabin  by  hersdf, 
«nd  some  reft^hment  given  her,  w^h 
she  very  much  needed.  She  now  beg^n 
cmfidently  to  hope  to  be  restored  to  h^ 
father ;  and  with  all  the  ardour  of  extreme 
youth,  had  calculated  how  long  she  might 
be  detained  in  Malta,  and  how  soon  reach 
Trapani,  where  meet  her  father,  and  how 
happy  she  should  be. 

In  such  pleasing  reveries  she  had  passed, 
several  hours,  when  she  received  a  mes- 
sage fix)m  don  Giuglio  d'Aguilar,  requefft- 
ing  to  see  her,  with  which  she  immediately 
complied.    She  found  don  Giuglie  on  a 
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couch,  looki!ig  tolerably  ^friee  from  paid. 
He  smiled  as  she  approached,  and  said— ^ 
**  I  must  trust  to  my  condition  to  make 
my  apologies,  signora,   both  for  sending 
•for  you  now,  atid  for  the  little  attention 
I  paid  you  on  our  first  introduction." 
^  ^*  No  apologies  can  be  requisite  to  me, 
signor;   to  you,  perhaps,"   she  said,  •*  I 
'ought  to  pay  some  compliments  on  your 
victory,  and  thanks  for  my  rescue ;  but," 
die  added,  blushing,  "  I  have  been  little 
in  the  world,  and  my  father  always  tcii 
me,  that  all  knights  of  St.  John  were  hu- 
mane, and  that  combat  and  victory  are 
Vith  them  synonymous." 

"  Pray  sit  near  me,  and  tell  me  who  is 
the  happy  father,  whose  lessons  of  exqui- 
site flattery  you  have  so  well  remem- 
bered." 

"  My  father  is  the  chevalier  Vincentio 
Landolini;  in  his'  absence  the  corsairs 
brought  me  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Trapani." 

'*  Thither  then,  1  suppose,  signora,  you 
wish  to  return.     I  was  desirous,  as  we  are 
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sd  near  Malta,  to  know  before  our  land-» 
ing,  what  would  most  contribute  to  your 
comfort  ?" 

**  To  be  sent  instantly  to  suspend  the 
anxiety  jny  poor  father  must  feel." 

"  I  am  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  take  you 
immediately  home;  but  to  go  into  a  Sid^ 
lian  port  would  be  against  my  present  in-^ 
structions ;  therefore  we  must  go  to  Malta 
with  the  prize.  But  I  am  sure  the  grand 
master's  kindness  of  heart  would  induce 
him,  if  there  was  no  vessel  bound  for  Si- 
cily, to  equip  one  on  purpose,  rather  than 
detain  you  under  such  circumstances,'* 

Marguerita  looked  the  thanks  which  she 
could  not  utter  for  these  encouraging  as- 
surances ;  and  D'Aguilar  thought  he  had 
never  seen  any  creature  so  lovely. 

A  few  hours  sail  brought  them  into  the 
harbour,  under  the  walls  of  fort  St.  An-, 
gelo.  The  illustrious  La  Valetta  had  not 
yet  immortalized  the  soene.  The  white 
rocks  were  unconscious  of  the  majestic  and 
.impregnable  fortifications,  which  were  soon 
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to  defy  the  united  forces  of  the  Ottoman 
empire. 

Driven  from  Rhodes,  the  grand  master, 
Ltde  d*Adam,  with  several  of  his  valiant 
friends,  were  anxiously  expecting  the  de- 
cision of  the  emperor,  who,  ashamed  of 
having  dei^rted  the  champions  of  Chris- 
tianity in  their  utmost  need,  had  promised 
tliem.  some  spot  oh  his  extensive  domi- 
nions, where  they  might  again  rear  theit 
bannered  cross,  and  redress  that  wrongs^ 
and  from  whence  they  might  pour  their 
vehgearice  on  the  emjpSre  of  the  in^dels, 
and  revenge  their  martyred  brethren,  who 
fell  amidst  the  ruins  of  their  Rhodian 
possessions.  It  was  not  yet  definitively  set- 
tled ;  but  the  intention  of  Charles  to  be- 
stow the  sovereignty  of  Malta  on  the 
brotherhood  was  publicly  declared ;  and 
under  this  assurance,  many  of  them  had 
retired  thither  witli  the  remnant  of  their 
galleys,  and  what  had  been  preserved  from 
the  wreck  of  their  ancient  home.  The 
keys  of  the  castle  they  had  so  long  and  so. 
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gloriottdy  defended,  had  been  borne  away 
by  the  gtsnd  master,  and  were  destined 
as  memorials  of  their  eventful  retreat«r 

■ 

To  this  day  they  decorate  the  splendid 
walls  of  St  Giovanni's  diureh  in  La  Va- 
letta. 

Even  the  white  rocks  which  embosom 
the  bay,  and  reflected  bock  the  dazzling 
radiance  of  the  sun,  now  had  chaims  for 
Marguerita.  H^r  escape  fropi  the  anti« 
dpated  hwrors  of  Tuni^n  slavery,  and 
the  reunion  with  her  father,  to  whfeh  she 
now  looked  forward  with  confidence  and 
intense  delight,  had  given  an  elasticity  tp 
her  spirits,  the  stronger  from  her  recent 
ittaite  of  hopeless  misery. 

Whatever  plan  her  deliverer  propdsed, 
seemed  to  her  tlie  only  one  she  ought  to 
follow;  and  wheli  he  offered  to  place  b^ 
Witih  his  sister^  during  the  short  time  which 
must  necessarily  elapse  bdfbte  heir  tetum 
to  Sicily,  he  appe^^  to  be  adding  to  an 
already-boundless  debt  of  gi*aititade.  Her 
thanks  ware  animated  fimd  €mth«iiiastic» 
bursting  forth  from  the  liidJiicBty  wi^' 
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which  she  had  at  first  been  overpowem)^ 
in  language  refined  and  elegant;  her 
birth  and  education  were  stamped  on  every 
word  and  action ;  whilst  don  Giuglio  gazed 
ill  admiration  and  delight,  and  lamented 
his  present  helplessness  the  more,  as  it 
prevented  his  taking  personal  charge  of  his 
beautiful  prot^g^  in  landing. 

As  the  knights  had  no  est^Gshment  of 
their  own,  he  had  sent  ashore  immediately 
for  permisswn  from  the  grand  master  to 
remain  during  his  illness  at  the  house  of 
d  widowed  sister.  The  request  had  been 
granted^  and  he  was  conveyed  thither  id 
a  litterj  Marguerita  following,  escorted 
by  Enrico  Sforza,  whose  spirits  were  about 
Qti  a  par  with  her  own ;  but  she  never- 
theless felt  no  small  share  of  embarrass*, 
ment  and  alarm,  at  being  thus  lefl  to  the 
humanity  of  strangers,  and  for  the  first 
time  to  her  own  guidance. 
,  Arrived  at  the  house  of  the  marchesa 
Villagiusta,  she  was  made  as  easy  as  the 
most  perfect  hospitality  and  polished  ele^ 
gance  of  manners  on  the  part  of  her  bosr 
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less  could  make  her.  The  marchesa  was 
a  few  years  older  than  D'Aguilar,  and 
hardly  handsome  enough  to  be  taken  for 
his  sister,  but  still  resembling  him  in; 
countenance  and  manners  ;  she  seemed 
anxious*  beyond  measure  about  his  wound^ 
and  apologized  to  Marguerita  for  paying, 
all  her  attention  at  first  to  him ;  ^  but  in^ 
deed,"  she  said^  '^  I  have  been  so  long: 
away  from  my  family,  that  his  coming  is> 
a  delight  I  hardly  know  how  to  enjoy 
peaceably.'' 

A  few  hours  rest  was  absolutely  necev 
sary  to  don  Giuglio»  after  the  fatigue  of 
landing;  and  to  the  marchesa  Margue- 
rita explained  at  length  the  occasion  of 
her  trespassing  on  her  hospitality,  and  in* 
quired  how  soon  she  was  likely  to  get  a 
conveyance  to  Sicily,  as  every  hour  made 

.  ■  *  ■  •  •      » 

her  absence  more  painful  to  her,  both  on 
her  own  account  and  that  of  her  father. 

"  The  wind  is  so  directly  against  any 
thing  going  to  Sicily,"  said  the  marchesa, 
^  that  till  it  changes,  I  can  give  you  nqr 

G  3 
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msL ;  IB^t  I%iag!ne  ffa^mom^ft  is  fair, 
Aftde  lii^iihs  of  Widfing  you  skfeTy  may  be 
jin^Eitiged';  %  nie  ihean  tim^^,  as  no'effbrt 
SiyHihi  can  change  the  direction  in  which 
it  'ttoWs,  ipray  he  as  happy  as  you  can ; 
ybix  ttidst  hel^  me  to  amuse  and  keep  up 
fify  tfrothert  spirits,  who,  unless  he  is  very 
tiih&i  altered  of  late,  will  not  be  vely 
pyffiierit  under  confinetnent/' 

!^^merous  visitors  called  in  the  coarse 
dsf'ttte  afternoon  to  pay  their  compliments 
to  the  marchesa,  to  inquire  after  stgnor 
d*Aguilar ;  and  perhaps  a  few  might  be 
ciirious  to  see  the  beautiful  captive  he  had 
rescued  from  the  Tunisian. 

l^he  marchesa's  house  was  evidently  the 
resort  of  all  the  gayest  society  in  Malta, 
but  a  very  small  proportion  were  ladies ; 
and  that  certainly  not  the  one  best  liked 
by  the  mistress  of  the  house,  who  openly 
professed  a  preference  for  the  conversation 
of  gentlemen,  iand  affected  to  treat  as  silly 
prejudices  the  (Opinions  of  those  who  ven- 
tured to  intimate  that  a  young  and  rich 
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widow  bftd  better  Hve  more  aimmg  her 
own  sex,  and  the  grave  rather  than  the 
gay  of  the  other. 

**  I  had  quite  enough  of  formality,  age, 
isind  decorum,  in  the  tnarchesa  Villagiusta,^ 
dhe  always  said ;  ^^  and  as  I  married  him 
to  please  my  fether  by  being  rich,  it 
would  be  very  hard  indeed  if  I  might  not 
spend  the  fortune  thus  acquired,  in  the 
way  I  like  best.  There  is  no  danger  now 
of  my  Committing  any  great  folly,  since^ 
I  wash  so  reasonable  at  sixteen."^ 

It  would  have  been  very  useless  to  tell 
the  lively  marchesa,^  that  habits  of  obe- 
dience may  be  the  cause  of  acting  more 
prudently  under  a  father's  eye  at  sixteen, 
than  by  our  own  guidance  at  thirty.  Ac- 
cording to  her  determination  to  do  as  she 
lilced,  so  she  lived.  No  one,,  as  she  her- 
aelf  asserted,  could  say  any  harm  of  her. 
She  might  have  gone  further  perhaps; 
few  thought  any.  She  was  publicly  well 
deceived  everywhere,  and  the  idol  of  all 
th&tiSe  who  preferred  the  splendour  of  Her 
ktyle  of  ILviogi  the  &scination  of  her  mah^ 
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Bcn^  Mid  the  emy  independence  of  Ikt 
opmiont,  to  the  more  afe  but  ks  sttnc- 
tnre  societ  j  of  tiioK  gnTcr  niatioit%  who 
were  but  little  seen  in  her  cndes.  On  the 
whole;  she  was  fay  no  meuisthe  person  to 
whom  the  prudent  aiflfectkin  of  Vinoratio 
Londolini  would  have  entrusted  his  beau* 
tiful  child. 

In  the  evening,  the  marchesa  very  un* 
ceremoniously  dismissed  her  guests,  say« 
ing,  she  roust  pass  an  hour  cnt  two  with 
her  brother.  On  entering  his  apartment, 
they  found  him  feverish,  and  out  of 
spirits. 

"  The  signora  Landolini  has  been  too 
captivating  to  allow  you  to  think  of  nie,*» 
he  said ;  "  however,  thank  you  for  bring- 
ing her  at  all." 

**  I  dare  say  we  should  have  found  each 
other  very  captivating  indeed  by  this 
time,  if  we  had  been  indulging  in  a  tete-a^ 
t£te  ever  since  we  left  you;  but  we  have 
been  much  better  employed,  in  receiving 
tl)9  mJoration  of  twenty  cavaliers ;  so  prigr 
be  very  agreeable  and  grateful,  my  deaf 
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brother,  to  recompense  us  for  leaving 
them." 

^^  And  does  the  signora  Landolini  think 
the '  adoration  of  the  crowd  so  alluring  ?^ 
asked  Giuglio,  looking  with  an  earnest- 
ness  of  delight  he  took  little  care  to  con* 
ceal  cm  the  siuprised  Marguecita,  whoi 
a  good  deai  discomposed  by  a  species  of 
admiration  so  entirely  new  to  her,  replied 
— ^^  That  she  had  too  littfe  knowledge  of 
the  pleasure  dmved  from  a  numerous  so- 
ciety^ to  ferm  any  distinct  idea  of  its 
value.** 

'^  I  do  not  wonder  that  the  cavaliw 
Liandolini  should  guard  you  carefully.  I 
think,  M'ere  I  possessed  of  such  a  gem,  I 
sAiould  be  jealous  of  every  oiie  who  beheld 
it,  lest  they  should  estimate  its  value  as 
highly  as  myself." 

"  It  is  fortunate  then,  my  dear  Giugfio^ 
said  the  mdrchesa^  *^  for  some  fair  dame, 
that  your  vowa' put  it  out  of  your  power 
to  plfty  the  tyipsoit.'* 

"  Why,  Violante,  is  not  the  devotion 
and  lote  c^  one  unchanging  heart,  better 
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thatn  the  empty  admiration  (^  the  malli- 
tude  ?•* 

*  Yes,  I  suppose  it  might  be ;  but  sottie-^ 
how  OF  other,  hearts  are  terribly  iapt  to 
diarige ;  and  if  the  {»ioe  1  was  to  pay  for 
such  a  lover-husband  was  to^  be  having 
him  for  my  gaoler,  I  should  heartily  wish 
liim  in  a  comfortable  state  of  indifierence."* 

"  Are  such  your  opinions,  signcHH  ?** 
said  Giuglio,  dicing  at  Margiterita. 

**  I  have  scarcely  an  opinion  on  the  sub*^ 
ject,  signbr;  but  I  should  suppose  the 
approbation  of  her  husband  very  essential 
to  the  happiness  of  a  female ;  and  that 
treating  a  wife  like  a  suspected  prisoner, 
was  a  bad  way  of  gaining  her  aflfection." 

•*  Oh,  but  you  are  taking  my  expres- 
sions in  a  light  I  did  not  quite  intend ; 
aflfection  naturally  indulges  its  object  to 
its  utmost  power." 

"Yes,  signor,  rational  affection;  but 
that  is  inconsistent  with  jealousy ;  because 
it  could  not  exist  without  confidence  and 
respect" 

^  Commcm  sense,  my  dear  Giuglio^** 
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i^a  Ins  ^tier,  laii^!i%,  ^  tnakes  ted 
havock  with  your  romiflifee.*' 

•*  I  hope  the  wind  will  Change  by  t<v 
morrow,''  said  Margnerito,  looking  from 
the  mridow ;  "  if  my  firther  did  but  know 
of  my  safety,  I  should  ^ot  be  so  anxioos.** 

•*  In  a  few  hours,"  said  D'Aguilar,  **  aiie 
you  so  impatient  to  leave  us  ?" 

**  If  I  were  not,  signor,  I  should  be 
quite  unworthy  the  kindness  of  the  mar- 
chesa  and  yourself" 

To  change  the  subject,  and  amuse  her 
guest  and  the  invalid,  donna  Violante  sent 
for  her  lute,  and  sang  to  it,,  till  it  was  time 
to  separate  for  the  night,  whibh  each  was 
glad  to  do.  The  marchesa,  notwithstand- 
ing  her  affection  for  her  brother,  and  her 
good  humour  towards  her  youiig  prot^g^^ 
might  have  passed  an  evening  more  to  her 
taste. 

Marguerita  was  thoroughly  tired  of  the 
various  exertions  her  S|nrits  had  supported 
during  the  day;  and  <^iuglio  was  most 
Uamably  indulging  his  ^miration  fbrfaer. 
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jU>  a  degree  tkat  already  made  every  tfaing^ 
else  irksome  to  Urn. 

.  Little  accustomed  at  any  tin^  to  set 
bounds  to  his  feelings,  he  had  become  a 
knight  of  St  John  in  a  fit  of  despair,  be; 
cause  some  one  he  had  fancied  himself 
everlastmgly  in  love  with,  bad  married 
another,  and  his  &ther,  eount  d'Aguilar^ 
&lt  greatly  relieved  by  his  so  doing,  and 
considered  him  tolerably  safe  from  any 
additional  folly  of  the  sort,  and  admirably 
provided  for,  as  he  had  three  brothers 
older  than  himselC 

.  Giuglio  however  soon  forgot  his  love> 
in  the  variety  of  scenes  in  which  his  new 
profession  threw  him ;  and  poor  Margue- 
rita  seemed  likely  to  be  the  innocent 
cause  of  making  him  heartily  repent  his 
vows. 

The  next  morning  she  found  the  wind 
still  strong  against  all  departures ;  and  day 
after  day  for  a  fortnight  brought  the  same 
disappointment  Poor  Marguerita  tried 
to  bear  it  patiently,  and  to  be  cheerfal 
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under  her  anxiety ;  bat  her  efforts  were 
oflen  vain,  and  she  retired  to  give  relief 
to  her  distress  by  tears.  She  was,  as  we 
have  said,^  rational  in  an  uncommon  de- 
gree for  her  age ;  but  she  was  only  seven- 
teen ;  and  a  more  perplexing  situation  to 
a  young  girl  can  hardly  be  imagined  than 
she  was  placed  in ;  away  even  from  the 
only  country  she  had  ever  known,  with- 
out any  guide,  and  obliged  to  entire 
strangers  for  protection,  and  even  the  very 
means  of  subsistence,  and  that  too  undei^ 
circumstances  which  made  receiving  them 
still  more  distressitig;    .  '^ 

The  unthinking  and  impetuous  Giugliof 
was  in  a  few  days  so  madly  in  love,  that 
even  hef  extreme  modesty  and  dignified 
manners  could  not  prevent  his  openly  ex- 
pressing it  on  every  occasion,  and  perse- 
cuting her  with  the  most  passionate  la« 
mentations  on  his  own  thraldom.  Whilst 
he  was  confined  to:a  couch,  ahdcould  some* 
times  avoid  him ;  but  to  add  to  her  dis^ 
tress,  he  was  soon  abl6  to  move  about  tha 
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h0olfei  and  then  ^b^  tdnxH  seaKety  eV6r 
escape  from  his  pursuit,  and  glowlAg  ex« 
j^ressions  of  delight  at  hor  presence. 

Accustomed  to  consider  him  as  her  pte^ 
scSrver  from  slayeiy,  she  yielded  to  an  in- 
tiocent  desire  to  testify  her  gratitude,  by 
every  exertion  in  her  power  to  amuse  and 
relieve  the  invalid,  whose  suffeiihg  she 
almost  fdt  was  for  herself  without  ever 
dreaming  that  she  was  encouraging  a 
ftantic«degree  of  affection  in  ITAguilar  for 
her,  and  a  taiderness  in  herself  likely  at 
least  not  td  add  to  her  happiness. 

One  evening  she  had  been  singing  by 
his  couch,  and  when  she  laid  down  her 
lute,  and  looked  towards  him,  his  eyes 
were  fixed  on  her  with  an  expression  of 
such  ardent  love,  that  she  sat  confused 
and  silent.  Giuglio  had  carried  her  hand 
to  his  lips  before  she  could  think,  and,  co^ 
vered  with  blushes,  she  rose  to  depart; 
when  an  old  knight  who  stood  by,  but 
quite  unthought  of  by  either  party,  said 
itt  a  grave  voice — "  My  young  friend,  you 


are  ntmking  yaur^ows  into  he&vieir  ^SseSlt^ 
than  you  resetted  that  too  beautifiil  crtsiN 
tore  from ;  beware  in  time !" 

Mai^enta  felt  faint  and  sick  for  a  mo- 
ihent;  but  she  had  not  erred  wiKiiHy, 
and  the  warning  was  sufBcieiiii;  she  was 
ashamfed  of  the  few  tearis  thai  wouM  Ml 
on  her  (^e^s ;  but  fhnn  that  mcMient  the 
illusion  was  past,  and  she  g^Sre  no  far^ 
ther  ehobnrkgraieht  to  the  indite  culpable 
D'Aguilar. 

Tn  i  teW  days  hk  wis  Wdl  enriii^  t6 
Bear  kh  increase  of  scde^y ;  iaH  ¥tte  \iikt* 
d\eA  i^c^iVed  her  evehfn^  gvt^ts  ih  Mi 
apartment ;  by  IMs  me^ahs  hi^  edi\ld  jddgie 
of  Mai^erita  in  another  light,  itolh  efth^r 
a  captive  whom  his  bravi^fy  had  set  fi-ee^ 
dr  a  fefmale  ecfiployi^  Wh^i^e  womati^sf 
gentle  tod  unassuming  taknts  are  apt  to 
be  riidst  appreciate,  in  soothing  the  irri- 
tation of  suffering,  <*  enlivening  the 
weariness  of  c6hfinemeht. 

In  polished  aftd  checfiful  society  she  at* 
tracted,  without  the  slightest  effort  on  her 
the  attention  of  all.    H^ftatiirally- 
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good  understanding,  cleared  of  prgudioe, 
and  cultivated  by  her  father,  seemed 
more  than  commonly  great;  while  her 
strikingly  noble  and  elegant  manners  were 
sure  to  charm  those  who  could  not  judge 
of  her  mind.  The  sense  of  pleasing  gave 
new  animation  to  her  beauty,  and  Giuglio 
gazed  and  listened,  till  he  forgot  all  the 
world  besides. 

.  It  was  in  vain  she  argued  on  the  folly 
of  his  love,  and  was  indignant  at  his 
daring  to  express  it  He  agreed  to  all  she 
advanced,  and  loved  her  the  more  for  her 
reason  and  her  anger.  Every  day  made 
her  feel  her  situation  more  irksome  and 
more  improper.  She  felt  herself  insulted 
by  his  professions,  and  distressed  by  the 
air  of  hopeless  wretchedness  he  assumed 
when  compelled  to  silence.  Even  in  com- 
pany she  could  not  shake  off  his  persecute 
ing  attention;  for  it  is  easy  to  make  a 
young  woman  seem  so  entirely  the  pro* 
perty  of  one  person,  that  no  one  else  ven- 
tures to  pay  her  the  least  attention. 
She  complained  at  last  to  the  marchesat, 
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^vho  only  laughed,  and  told  her  it  was  a 
matter  of  course  for  Giuglio  to  be  in  love 
with  a  beautiful  girl  he  hsld  re^ed  from 
davery ;  and  that  to  be  in -love  was,  with 
such  violent  and  romantic  people  as  him, 
to  be  completely  disagreeable;  that  he 
knew  very  well,  if  he  chose  to  be  reason- 
able for  a  moment,  that  his  father  would 
use  all  the  influence  he  possessed  to  pre- 
vent  his  procuring  a  dispensation  from  his 
vows,  as  he  considered  them  the  only 
safeguard  his  family  had  over  his  furious 
and  ungovernable  passions. — "  My  dear 
young  friend,"  she  continued, "  pray  listen 
to  his  vagaries  quietly ;  it  is  the  only  way 
to  keep  him  in  any  sort  of  bounds  whilst 
you  are  here.  And  when  you  are  gone, 
he  will  in  course  be,  violently  miserable 
for  a  time,  then  interestingly  melancholy, 
and  then  recover.  So  pray  do  not  let  him 
make  you  uneasy,  and  this  adverse  wind 
cannot  last  much  longer." 

Notwithstanding  the  light  way  in  which 
donna  Violante  treated  the  matter,  Mar- 
guefrita  felt  that  it  was, not  rights  and  that 
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she  ought  to  be  proteicted  fit>m  sju^h  a 
continued  outrage  to  her  delicacjr.  Her 
respect  for  her  gay  hostess  declined  in 
consequence,  and  she  determined,  aa  soon 
as  the  wind  was  (sir,  to  aUow  nothing 
to  detain  her  a  day  longer  in  Malta. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


La  doulear  qoi  consume  n*^clate  pas.         Gckus. 

After  more  than  a  fortuight  of  continued 
disappointment,  from  the  wind  remaining 
iff  the  same  quarter,  Marguerita  had  the 
happiness  to  perceive,  on  rising  in  the 
morning,  that  it  had  changed ;  in  an  in« 
stant  she  forgot  all  the  delay,  and  was  in 
imagination,  already  on  her  way  to  Sicily. 
She  was  met  by  the  marchesa  with  a 
cheerful  smile  of  congratulation,  and  gay 
complaints  that  the  very  wind  conspired 
a^inst  her  pleasure,  by  setting  &ee  her 
lovely  captive ;  "  and  I  fear,"  she  added, 
"  when  you  reach  your  father,  your  re- 
memlHance  of  me  can  be  only  connected 
with  the  anxiety  you  have  constantly  suf« 
^red,  from  the  beginning  of  our  acquain- 
tance, till,  I  was  going  to  say,  the  t^d; 
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but  I  will  hope,  as  you  are  young,  and  I 
am  not  very  old,  we  shall  meet  again. 
But  hush !  here  comes  Giuglio ;  put  off, 
I  conjure  you,  a  little  of  th^t  brilliant 
animation  at  the  prospect  of  leaving  him, 
or  we  shall  be  favoured  with  a  scene  in  his 
deepest  style  of  tragedy. — Now,  my  dear 
brother,**  she  said,  as  he  entered,  "  we 
must  exert  ourselves  to  perform  an  act  of 
most  romantic  self-denial,  for  we  must 
hasten  from  us  our  charming  friend  ;  by 
the  regret  we  shall  feel  at  parting  from 
her,  we  may  imagine  how  dreadful  her 
father's  anxiety  must  be  in  his  uncertainty 
at  her  fate." 

Marguerita's  feelings  were,  by  the  hope 
of  seeing  her  father,  by  Giuglio's  air  of 
wretchedness,  and  the  marchesa's  kindness 
of  manner,  roused  to  such  a  state  of  agi- 
tation, as  made  it  impossible  for  her  to 
articulate;  and  she  hid  her  face  on  the 
shoulder  of  the  marchesa,  who  stood  with 
one  arm  round  the  waist  of  her  prot^g^, 
while  she  used  the  other  in  animated  ges- 
tures to  illustrate  her  discourse. 


Giuglio  hild  thrown  biihselfon'^'^cdttbh^^ 
without  speaking;  the.nibBt'violeiit«fbet>*' 
ingiseemed  to  shake  his  ^wii^  frame ;  ^Ad 
at  last,  clasping  his  hands  to^iiis'hdad,  30^ 
if  his  senset^ivere  forsaking  him^' he  %Aid"^^ 
"  If  she  will  condemn  me^to  nttadwesi^byi 
gcmlg;  she^  must,  but  I  eannot  semd  bt^'     ' 

Margoerita  lifted  up  her  he^^  afid>  re^' ' 
plicdi^*^  Surely,  sigmM*,'  yott-wilbnolfdi^^' 
feit  the^word  of  honour  you  pledged  te 
send  me  in  safety  to  my  father;  sanriyi 
ye^'  will  not  emulate  the  inhumanity  of' 
thepinlt^i  who  tore  mi6 '  from  him !  you  ^ 
would  not,  you  dare  not^  disgcacfe  yourv 
order  by  detaining  me  an  instant !    I  horev 
trusted,  notwithstanding  your  tmgeneroiis 
p^calMution  on  a  subject  upon  which  you*"^ 
espetially  ought  to  have  been  siient,  thM^* 
when  the  time  did 'comie  for  acting,  yoit'' 
would  act '  honourably." 

*'  And  did  you  4xust  me  ?  did  you  plaoi  I : 
coafidesee  in^  me?  I  will  not ^isappoml  f^ 
yotiisrf'  I  wHl  notr  ^ire  yohi  cause  to  hatef 
m€L^  I>wiU  gft>instatttly'iaiid<aeewhiftiii>. 
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to'  be  done^  lest  I  again  lose  the  power  of 
acting  as  I  ought." 

For  some  hours  Giuglio  did  not  return, 
and  when  he  did,  the  information  he 
brought  was  any  thing  but  satia&ctorjr ; 
no  vessel  of  any  sort  would  sail  for  Sicily 
for  4wo  or  three  days ;  the  grand  master 
was.  prevented,  by  reasons  quite  incompre- 
hensiUe.to  poor  Marguerita,  from  sending 
a  galley  on  purpose ;  and,  in  short,  there 
appeared,  no  remedy,  and  she  must  wait  a 
few  days,  or  perhaps  even  a  week.  Longer 
it.could  not  be,  Giuglio  said,  and  he  had 
secured  her  a  passage  in  the  very  first  con- 
veyance. 

.In  proportion  as  she  had  been  happy  a 
few  hours  before,  she  was  now  miserable, 
and.  for  some  time  neither  attempted  to 
'restrain  or  conceal  her  tears.  The  mar- 
chesa  and  her  brother  said  every  thing 
they  could  think  most  likely  to  conacre 
hdr ;  and  while,  on  the  one  hand,  the  mar- 
chesa  ■  entreated  her  not  to  let  her  spirits 
rink  at  the  delay  of  a  few  days  only,  GU- 
uglio  implored  that  she  would  not  desboy 
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the  only  remaining  hours  of  tolerable  ex- 
istence he  expected  ever  to  know,  by 
letting  him  see  her  unhappy. 

A  week  passed,  and  another,  and  ano- 
ther ;  each  two  or  three  days  brought  some 
delay,  and  Marguerita  found  herself  nearly 
as  much  a  prisoner  as  on  board  the  Tuni- 
sian shallop ;  it  was  true,  she  saw  many 
visitors  at  the  house  of  the  marchesa;  but  - 
if  any  person  seemed  likely  to  converse 
with  her  beyond  the  compliments  of  the 
day,  the  persecuting  and  intolerable  at- 
tentions of  Giuglio  immediately  sent  them 
away ;  and  she  never  went  out  but  with 
him  at  her  «ide.  , 

The  marchesa  had  no  idea  of  any  body^s 
feelings  and  delicacy  being  wounded  by 
the  ardent  love  of  a  very  handsome  man 
of  &mily,  and  was  only  restrained  by  po- 
liteness from  laughing  at  her  distress ;  her 
own  opinions  of  female  propriety  were  far  - 
from  being  so  strict  ^s  to  see  the  neces*  . 
sity  erf  interfering  in  the  cause  of  the  pa:- 
secuted  damsel^  and  though  she  must  have  ( 

.•••■!.         ^  •  H a^  ^  •• .  '       ■./•••. 
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more  thaaat  suspected,  still  she  never  ^ose 
tOv  know  positively,  tbat  in  herbrothei^s 
will  alone  existed  the  causes  of*  delay ;  and 
if  she  ever*troublied  herself  to- thitik  about 
the:  matter,^  it'  did  not  appear 'to  her  that 
a.week  or  two,  more  or  less^  could  be  of 
consequence  to  torment  a  per^cHi  whose 
name  was  all  she  knew  of  him,..aQd>tfaeiet. 
fore  she  was.  gay  and  charming  as;  evo; 
though  accessary  to  the  dkeet-  misery,  of 
others. 

One.  morning,  to  her  constant  queatimi 
of**-**  Can  I  not  go  to-day  ?"  the*  mar* 
chesa  answered — "  If  the  report  I^heiyris 
true,  all  the  galleys  in  the  grand  master^s* 
posisession  could  not  set  you  safely  on  the 
Sicilian  shores  at  present." 
.  *f  I  What  is  that,  signora  ?*' 

"»Why  that  Serican,  the  famous  Turk* 
isb^dmiral,  of  whom  you  have  heard  SHck 
teirrific  tales,  under:  the  name  of  II  Ghidee^ 
now.  keeps  these  seas  with  neajrly  thirty- 
sai}^  and  nothing  can  stir  in  or  out^the 
port  whilst*  this  blockade  las^s.**  > 

Marguerita  crossed  her  arms  tightly  on 
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her  bosonli  t^  ^repress  the  ^agbtiy  ^sbe  fdfc, 
and  left  the  sipattitaent.  On  ireabhing^ier 
oWn  chEibber,  ^e  walked  'lip  anddaWn 
for  some  time,  unable  even  to  think.  At 
length  becoming  mbre  composed,  she  sat 
down  to  etidea  vour  to  detetmkie  what  /she 
ought  to  do ;  to  remain  longer  iti  her  pre^ 
sent  situation  she  knew  wais  at  all  events 
'Wrong,  dnd  therefore  deteriiiined  ^not  to 
do<iso ;  and  yet  she  thought,  *'  if  this  report 
is  really  ttue,  I  have  waited  too  loi^g'te 
vefitiire  now>;  'Siirely  ^e  mdrchesa  <^nnot 
have  ^tent  herself  4o  ftssafit  her  ^biiother'f 
di^grae^ful  frens^y  in  detainfing  B(ia''  She, 
kaew  that  to  speak  to  ^ynfP  tbe^ests 
woiald  be  difficult,  and  she  was  uB^rtaai 
that  any  of  them  w^ufld  interest  them- 
selves for  her^  if  she  eeuld  liifd  an  ^ppor- 
fci^nity ;  to  atteoa^  coirupting  the^^vsmts 
was  dangerous,  and  besides^  her  ea^ly  ter 
bks  i^  honour  and  dignity  rendered  th$ 
idea  'disagreeable  td  helrc  4he  only  fierson 
whom  she  ever  saw,  and  to  whomiihe^^t 
aUe  to  apply,  was  the  wfaahnlie  ViiUvil- 
tiei^,  the  old  knight  who  hiad  ^ao  c^ipof*^ 
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tatiely  cautioned  her  agunat  the  alliiie> 
ments  of  Giuglio,  and  had  at  all  times 
shewed  an  interest  in  hor  welfioe;  could 
she  but  find  an  occasion  to  oommumcate 
her  distressing  situation  to  him,  she  ftit 
convinced  that  he  would  at  least  advise 
her  how  to  proceed. 

Toeffectthis  purpose^she  wrofceon  a  slip 
of  paper,  ^  Find  an  opportunity  for  me  to 
speak  to  you  unheard  by  any  but  ycnir- 
self;**  and  concealing  it  about  her  person, 
anxiously  waited  for  a  day  or  two  before 
the  cavalier  made  his  appearance.  Giuglio, 
as  usual,  kept  by  her  so  immoveably,  that 
she  began  to  despair  of  escaping  his  no- 
tice  for  a  moment,  when  fortunately  a 
messenger  arrived  from  the  grand  master, 
requiting  his  immediate  attendance. 

D*Aguilar  did  not  appear  very  mudi 
pleased  at  the  summons,  which  however 
he  was  obliged  to  obey,  and  endeavoured 
in  vain  to  persuade  Vauvilliers  to  accom- 
pany him. 

After  his  departure  more  visitors  ar- 
and  the  knight  approached  to  talk 
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with  Marguerita,  who,  when  ^e  saw  the 
marchesa  fully  engaged,  said  in  a  low 
voice,  that  she  had  something  she  wished 
to  ask  him,  if  he  could  find  an  opportunity 
unobserved  by  the  party.  This  he  soon 
did,  and  she  inquired  if  it  was  true  that  the 
Turkish  admiral  blockaded  the  harbour? 

"  Perfectly  so,  signora,"  he  replied^ 

"  Then  Heaven  must  be  my  protec- 
tion,**  she  exclaimed,  "  for  here  I  cannot 
stay.  I  am  jdaced  in  a  most  embarrassing 
situation,  and  slight  as  is  my  acquaintance 
with  you,  signor,  you  are  the  only  person 
on  whom  I  can  rely,  or  of  whom  I  ean 
venture  to  ask  a  favour.  Will  you  ? — ^but 
first  tell  n^^sJuisany  vessel  seiledf  for  Sioily 
3ince  I  came  here  ?" 

**  Numb^s ;  and  strange  have  I  thought 
it  that  you  availed  yourself  of  none  of 
them  to  return.'' 

You  might  wonder,  indeed,''  she  said; 

I  have  been  most  unhandsomely  de- 
tained, and  deceived  by  the  manoeuvres  of 
don  Giuglio  d'Aguilar,  and  the  a^lesis 
indiB^ience  of  the  marchesa  V.illagiusta. 
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itLonger,  d;  again  Mspeat,  ^t  ^eug^  net,  1 
4suist  not  TCmaki  here;  vfHSl  ^yoatHd-me 
iJto.esoape?" 

i^I .will  ceftakdy  4o ^fi^ery ^tbing  m  my 
.  fxvwer/,  but  lyou  rwfflttdlinehow'yoo  wilh 
J  shall  act;  shali  I  atate  ihe  caaeito  t^ 
grftnd  master,  or  jtomonBtarate  privately 
.with  iiTAguilar.upon  the-inbuaiamty  and 
Junpixipriety  of  his  conduct  ?*" 

i^.  Remanatrances,"  repHed  *Mai^iierite, 
!^WQuld»  I  fear,  oidy  produ^  new  stqMa- 
.gems  to  idetain  obe^  ai|$  I  would  not  ^ 
ftJie^ii^orld  injure  ifiildiCT  don^uglio  or  his 
,mt^9  fit  invioilve  b^n  in  .any  thong  wi- 
.pleasaht  with  tiie  .grand  mast^^  though  f 
ifiwt  «Spe«oirTOefiH^^  i  Casiiwar 
forget  the  kindness  I  have  reaHy  receSved 
ftom  'fhem ;' under  these  cSroumstances,  the 
wore  qtiieHy  we  act  the  better.* 

Vau villiers  still  urged  tfce  plan  he  -had 
at  first  'proposed,  «s  the  most  rational  and 
f  mclicable.— If  D'Agirilar,  he  said,  after 
Ws  reinenstranees,  ^iB  detained  her  -nniler 
-any  pretext  whatever,  jst  would  fee  proper 
•to-flrpfAy'tothegraiid  raasrter,  wbldimiglit 
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be  done  in  isudi  a  manner  as  not  to  p^ 
duce  any  unpleasant  efifect  to  her  fH^nd$. 

Mio'guerita  was  however  not  to  be  coti^ 
Tinc^,  and  persisted  in  wishing  to  escape- 
in  secret  fix)m  htt*  present  captivity. 

"  But  surely,  my  child,  you  will  wait 
patiently  till  Serican  leaves  the  neigh^ 
bourhood,''  said  the  knight. 

**  That  may  be  weeks/* 

«  It  may  certainly,  but  the  ha^eifd  will 
be  great ;  and  if  you  are  taketi  ?** 

"  Signor  Vauvilliers,  I  must  risk  any 
thing ;  I  have  waited  so  long  in  hopes  of 
going  safely,  that  I  may  not  contemplate 
weeks  more."  Her  agitation  was  uncon* 
trollable^  and  she  added* — *^  It  is  dreadful 
to  mention  sucb  a  possibility ;  but  ta 
those  who  daily  see  the  persecution  I  suf- 
fer from  don  Giu^io^  my  character  must 
seem  doubtful ;  and  were  my  father's  name 
through  me  to  meet  reproach,  I  could- 
never,  see  him  more;  the  chance  of  sla- 
very, or  of  death,  is  preferable ;  for  pity's- 
sake  then  aid  me  in  escaping.''  ^ 

Vauvilliers  .coiffiidered  for  a  moment;^ 

h3 
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the  repugiiflDee  of  MaigaaHs  to  allow 
Unn  to  apply  to  die  nperior  power  was 
not  to  be  overoome^  and  he  leared  Ae 
migfat  be  driTen  to  ask  aid  fiom  oAefB 
who  would  not  be  so  fidthful  to  her  con- 
fidenoa^ — ^  If  I  oui  find  any  body,**  he 
said  at  length,  '*  Tenturous  enough  to  imt 
to  sea  in  the  night,  and  endeavour  to  pass 
hi  the  dark  through  the  Tuikish  fleet, 
dare  you  accompany  them  ?  and  can  you 
escape  from  this  house  unperceived  ?" 

^  For  my  own  resolutimi  I  can  an- 
swer :  the  window  of  my  apartment  is  not 
too  high  to  escape  from,  and  any  one  who 
would  undertake  the  enterprise,  my  fa- 
ther would  reward  to  the  utmost  of  his 
ability.  And  now  we  had  better  separate, 
for  fear  of  observation;  as  soon  as  you 
have  any  information,  write  it  to  me,  and 
I  will  take  care  to  find  you  the  means  of 
giving  me  the  paper.** 

In  a  few  days  Vauvilliers  called  again 
at  the  marchesa's.  Giuglio  was  in  the 
room,  and,  as  usual,  kept  so  dose  to  Mar- 
guerita,  as  to  render  it  impoanble  for  her 
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to  exdange  a  whisper  with  any  one  un- 
heard by  himgelf,  when  Enrico  Sfcnrza^  one 
of  the  young  officers  bdonging  to  the 
galley  uiider  the  command  of  D'AguMar, 
arrived. 

*^  The  grand  master,"  he  said,  ^  will  re- 
quire your  attendance  this  evening  and 
we  shall,  I  hope,  be  soon  again  in  search 
of  adventures,  signor.  Serican  cannot 
long  keep  the  seas,  and  every  one  knows 
your  impatience  to  be  in  action.*^     ' 

**  Then  every  one  knows  mcxre  thm  I 
do,"  said  lyAguilar;  **  I  abhcnr  the.  idea 
of  motion,  and  would  willingly  resign  any 
command,  however  tempting,  which  could 
be  offered  me." 

**  How  unfortunate !"  said  Sfonsa ;  *'  fx 
it  was  only  this  m<»ming,  I  understandt 
that  great  interest  was  made  to  induce  the 
grand  master  to  s^d  you  to  Barcelona, 
and  from  thence  to  Madrid,  to  bring  back 
the  emperor's  concession  of  this  island  to 
the  order ;  you  wiU  p&haps  be  delayed 
some  miHiths  in  Madrid ;  but  your  newly- 
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«0%uind  iMte  ifinr  iepnr«]id«Hlin^9nM 

v:«<  the  gnnAmarttrim^  mrdjr  fiiid 
MMMinesieligtr  better  fitted  to  die  ofibi/ 
observed  D' Aguilar.  .    • . 

'  ■  '^^iSo  thtfugbt  isemnil  ill^diepDeed  per- 
aooB,''  and  fifikBa;  '^  but  70W  ^iraidi^ 
rfgMT,  &ure  iDivnqphfiA,  .tiidS  uQOMMtand 
iwi  wU,te;M«imoiiM^  to-iu|^  •to  tfeeive 
foiir  fait  inftouetiQitt.'' 

lyAguUir  'atemod  mu^  Mrt  of  Jm^ 
Aioni;:  and  being  jentirely  ^  his  fpaatrd, 
VjauvinierB  took  an  t^innrtulaity^  during 
the  Qwty»r^aiw  to  deaiPe  Marguerite  to 
be  in  iier  h^aartj  alone,  at  iiie  time  tbe 
rosario  sounded  on  that  evening.  T4>  ihii 
she  could  <m]y  give  a  silent  assent,  and 
altiveugfa  -she  ankioiMly  wished  another 
moment's  oonvenation,  the  vigUance  of 
Griuglio  vandered  it  impossible. 

The  day  seemed  longer  even  than  any 
Margnerita  bad  yet  known  in  Malto ;  she 
watdied  the  ooum  of  the  sun  widi  inde- 
scribable impatienee.     Don   Giuglio  had 


been  summoned  to  sMend  i^  ><»mnG^ 
and  the  inafl*ehe6a  had  an  appmntment  Irt: 
Civita  Vedm,  «  few  iniJas  dirtant,  ffeoni 
-vr^lch  fit  ^9¥Bs  i^ith  the  utraort  ^iffiei^ty 
tliet  she  excused  her  'goesi  from  acoonit 
panj^g  her^bnt  at  length  her  hosteas 
was  persuaded  to  set  ^kfrtSk  without  her^ 
and  Marguertta  -wiljhdiewr  to  her  apart- 
ment, to  wait  for  the  communication  of 
VauviiUerB. 

Heavily  did  the  time  rdtt  on,  as  she  «t 
with  her  eyes  intently  fixed  on  the  d»!fea»)t 
ocean,  wbieh,  lake  a  chaftn  £U?otii^  her,  had 
kept  her  from  relieving  hw  fatbeKs  amn- 
ions and  despairing  misery.  What  would 
he  the  event  of  her  interview  this  evening, 
she  knew  not,  but  hoped  that  some  plan 
had  been  devised  by  wMch  >fihe  mi^ht  ea- 
cape  from  her  present  persecution  and 
distress. 

As  she  thought  on  the  circumstances  in 
whidi  sh0  was  placed,  s^  felt  inspired 
wifti  a  resolution  whidi  would  enaUe  her 
to  brave  every  danger,  with  a  prospect  of 

from  thf^kbrnn.    But  when 
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she  first  beard  the  voice  o£  the  cavalier 
beneath  her  window,  and  the  bells  from 
the  neighbouring  churches  announced  the 
long-expected  moment^  she  became  inca- 
pable of  either  speech  or  action,  and  un- 
able to  move  from  her  chair.  Again  she 
heard  herself  named  in  a  gentle  tone,  and 
by  a  violent  exertion  hastened  into  the 
balcony. 

^  I  have  but  a  desperate  remedy  to 
offer,  lady/'  said  Vauvilliers;  ^and  can 
scmx^ly  think  that  you  wiU  hazard  it.** 
'  **  Any  thing,"  replied  Marguerita,  **  tfiat 
my  strength  can  enable  me  to  bear,  I  shall 
gladly  undertake ;  tell  me  what  it  is  ?'' 

"  The  only  vessels  which  leave  the 
island  are  small  scampavias,  which  occa- 
sionaUy  endeavour  to  communicate  with 
Cape  Passaro  ;  one  sails,  I  understand,  to- 
night, and  I  am  perfectly  prepared  to  at- 
tend you ;  but  surely  it  will  be  better  to 
wait  some  more  favourable  opportunity, 
and  chdm  the  protection  of  the  grand 
master.** 

**  Your  kind  and  generous  offer,  signor. 
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I  must  dedine;  but  it  must  daim  my 
eternal  gratitude ;  it  would  be  a  useless 
trouble^  and  no  safeguard  to  me  from  the 
dangers  crf^  the  ocean.  Heaven  wiU  be  my 
guide  and  my  protection,  and  safely  con- 
fiding in  such  support,  I  would  not  lose 
the  present  time,  which  offers  unusual  fa* 
cilities ;  the  marchesa  is  at  Givita  Yechia, 
and  don  Giuglio  from  home— let  me  in- 
stantly escape.** 

*^  Alone  and  unattended,  my  child,  I 
cannot  let  you  go;  it  would  be  a  breach 
of  every  law  of  humanity,  a  vidlation  of 
every  injunction  of  our  order;  my  life 
shall  gladly  be  resigned  in  your  service, 
but  I  cannot  abandon  you,  oii  the  wide 
seas,  to  no  other  protection  than  the  boat- 
men who  navigate  the  frail  bark  in  .which 
we  shaK  be  obliged  to  venture.*' 

Marguerita  still  persisted  in  dedining  his 
oflfered  attendance,  urging  its  inutility,  and 
her  repugnance  to  make  any  one  the  com- 
panion  of  her  flight;  but  it  was  in  vain,  Vau* 
▼illiers  refused  to  aid  in  the  fulfilmentof  her 
wishes,  unless  she  accepted  his  escort,  and 
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woi  prcqpftrii^  to  depart,  wfatil  hisr  Mmest 
iopplication  and  teais  induced  Um  tore- 
main;  and  ftially,  by  her  piotesCirtioiiB 
ttat  she  would  onassuted  eddemTour  t6 
penuade  some  boatmeD  to  convey  her 
owr,  he  WBB  induood  to  give  his  moat  te- 
hictant  consent  that  she  should  depart 
without  him ;  and  left  her  for  tfi  hour»  to 
make  sudbi  few  arrangements  ibr  her  eom«* 
fort  as  the  bark  would  admit,  promaBmg 
to  return  at  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
and  if  she  sliU  maintained  her  resolution, 
to  conduct  her  on  board ;  at  the  same  time 
exhorting  her  to  coninder  the  dangers  to 
which  she  would  be  exposed,  without  a 
friend  to  aid  and  protect  her. 

As  soon  as  the  knight  had  departed, 
Matgueiita  sat  down  to  write  her  farewell 
to  the  marchesa  and  her  brother ;  in  which 
Ae  thanked  them  for  the  kind  protection 
they  had  afihrded  her,  and  lamented  the 
step  she  had  been  compelled  to  adopt;  a 
feeling  of  regret  passed  over  her  mind  as 
she  folded  up  this  short  adieu.  She  was 
under  infinite  obligations  both  to    the 


:  famther  rand  rscrtcr.  Tbe^^Bllantosandisot 
idf  (Giu^lip,  inrhen  hei  rescued  3berircNn>the 
ipirabes,  mi&,  Ms  personal  r  appesoonee  and 
jmanQfiS,  might  have  madeian  /inqpnesraotn 
upon  her,  but  for.tiiteroantiQn:8heihafii]!«- 
(^ved  ifcc/m  tVauyiUiers,  jend  (the  irrevoc- 
!aUe  engagements  >imder  Jivj^ocfa  ^OiugUo 
fwas  'hound;  jand  she  ieit  la  s^isetionidf 
deeper  regret,  at  the  idea  jof  seeing  'him 
tno  mor^  fthan  she  had  b^rethmigbt  pos- 
sible; ^biit  jdie^Mmecnfarmice^cff 'her  fa£ber 
fondblj  treturn^,  mnA  ^vith  it  tthe  &B6mis 
:0f  Aafy  .and  ideoaruM  le^aoeopied  her 
ttieait. 

Kxaept  <flie  dress  i^  ^vmre,  dU  ^the 
fNresimte  of  'the  4n»^e8ii,  .#he  deposited 
«pon  (tibe  4K>!idh,  4Hid  tfi^rapjiling  «  thidc 
^eil  arouiid  iher,  &nelt  >in  ^uppSkssHfiw  to 
^tlie  Vir^n,  for  theijifrengCJIi  <aiftd  protestiffin 
ahe  ao  fieeded  "^  liar  present  ^\ir  'ef  ixM. 
1t%e  'eiTiemng  had  «lmed  in  vfiien  Vaunini- 
liars^«med,  and  ijB^med  her  that 
had'provlded  ffor  her  auch  apco 
as  4iie  miserable  vessel  afforded ;  fliat  tthe 
tpadrone  w^s  a  man  cf  wspaotiable  ^charac^ 


162  THE  FEUDS  OF 

ter,  and  willing  to  receive  hor  cm  board ; 
bitt  at  the  same  time,  he  said,  he  could 
not  advise  the  dangerous  experiment,  nor 
feel  happy  at  the  idea  of  her  departure 
without  his  protecti(Hi. 

Marguerita  however  was  resolved  upon 
encountering  every  difficulty,  and  firm  in 
her  refusal  of  his  attendance,  aware  that 
should  her  fears  allow  her  to  involve  ano- 
ther in  any  misfortune  which  might  be&l 
her,  it  would  add  to  her  sorrows,  and 
could  be  no  means  of  safety.  The  window 
of  her  chamber  was  only  a  short  distance 
from  the  ground,  which  she  easily  reached 
with  the  assistance  of  her  companion. 

On  her  way  to  the  boat,  she  could  not 
but  reflect  that  she  was  leaving  a  kind  and 
hospitable  roof,  to  commit  herself  to  the 
hands  of  strangers,  and  men  by  nature 
and  habit  rude  and  uncultivated ;  that  she 
was  voluntarily  about  to  venture  in  a  frail 
bark,  upon  a  midnight  sea,  and  to  ex- 
plore her  way  through  a  fleet  of  hostile 
infidels ;  she  shuddered  at  her  own  teme- 
rity, and  might  have  Ustened  to  her  fears. 
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might  perhaps  have  allowed  them  to  over'- 
come  her  impatience  to  relieve  the  anx- 
iety of  her  father ;  but  when  she  thought 
upon  the  positive  impropriety  of  remain- 
ing in  the  house  with  don  Giuglio,  and 
the  obloquy  which  might  attach  itself  to 
her  conduct,  she  resumed  he^  undaunted 
resolution,  and  proceeded  with  Vauvilliers 
to  the  strand,  where  the  bark  awaited 
them.  The  padrone  had  engaged,  on  ar- 
riving in  Sicily,  to  see  her  in  safety  to  the 
nearest  convent,  from  whence  she  could 
communicate  to  her  father  the  news  of 
her  return. 

With  a  heavy  heart,  after  another  fruit- 
less attempt  to  overcome  her  repugnance  to 
hh  accompanying  her,  Vauvilliers  handed 
^e  fair  fugitive  on  board,  and  giving  her 
a  large  doak  to  wrap  her  from  the  ni^t 
air,  deeply  lamented  the  danger  and  in- 
convenience to  which  she  was  exposed, 
imploring  with  fervent  devotion  the  pro- 
tection  and  the  blessing  of  Heaven  upon 
her. 

Marguerita,    with  tears,  repeated  her 
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dMBks^for  ^hiskindtiessy'^and^witqfq^^  4he 
doek  armind  iier,  seated  faenjelf  i!ri1di(p»> 
taent  lesignadon  iieneath  ithe  aKgbt  'M- 
¥fini^i]»oyided  for  her. 

**  By  daybreak  tXMaanom,  luBfy/"  mid 
ike  padrone^  ''  we  ishaH  see  tfae^thoKsiiif 
Sicaly.  The  wmd is  imuv  andtke  Virgin 
;MriIl  ^defend  us  from  11  *<^liiideo  and  »!» 

galleys." 

He  released  the  ohainnrhichheUlitte 
■vMsd  to  the  TOick.  ¥au393Uic03  orepvoloGi 
his  cprajwrs  fyr  her  asenrily,  ^)itf d  Ihe^tlaM 
liegan  to  wcede  from  her  sigiit'lliiiMgb 
the  gloom  of  night 

The  ;inoon  nose  iate  from  the  :hMom  of 
ocean,  :aDd;its&ceii»S'CM>ntimiaUy  ^cover- 
ed by  the  ^clouds  iv-faich  fltttad  over ;  Ae 
song  of  the  boatmen  loeased  soon  Jdfltr  fcbey 
had  left  the  Jand,  and  silently  they  pro* 
oeeded  thrwigh  the  'daahing  wa^es,  lest 
any  of  the  Uockading  squadron  should  be 
attracted  by  the  «>und  of  thdr  vd&eos. 
The  sail  -was  also  taken  do wn^  to  avoid  the 
danger  to  which  they  might  have  boen 
exposed,  by  the^ams  of  the  moon  Ixing 
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reflected  from '  it;*  Margueiita  felt  more 
secure  from  the  unotetructed^  course  they 
held*  for  a  considerable  titne^  and  began  to« 
anticipate  the  sight  of  her  nattveshcn^v 

**  A  sail?*  exclaimed  one  of*  the  bioat- 
me^^  The  soumd^  electrified  Margueritai 
and  dissipated  in  an^  instant  all  her  cbleams 
of  happiness. 

*^  Stand  to  the  east,"  snd  the  padrone ; 
*^  Ii  question  if  they  see '  ufii.'* ' 

The«  vessel  held*  on  its  course,  and  they^ 
escaped  observation ;  but  a'short  timeonly*^ 
ellipsed-  before  ^  the  sam^  -appalling'  sound 
was'ltisard. 

"» Anoth»  siul  a4iead  of  ^  us,**  said  J;he 
boatman;. 

•*»Stln  Friancieeo'  safvef  us!'*  exclaimed 
t^  padfone^  "we  are  itt  thexjliitchea  of' 
n^Ghideo ;  yond^is  another  'galley*  bear-' 
ing  down  this  way." — Acloud  now  passed* 
oi^er*  the-  mooBf  and  i^^was^dadcw'  M^- 
guerita  sat  in  silent  trepidation>^V'If(tlie 
nMOUis  was  but  3  obscured^  wei  miglit'stfll 
nudce  lOiHriwajiitbBroiigU^''' 
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The  prayers  of  the  boatmen  were  audi- 
ble, and  the  fiiir  companion  of  their  jour* 
ney  joined  fervently  in  their  petitions. 
The  cloud  soon  flitted  again  from  the  de- 
scending orb,  but  its  light  still  shewed 
them  enough  of  their  impending  danger. 

**  Had  we  been  one  hour  later,"  said  the 
sailor,  "  we  had  escaped  from  slavery  .** 

"  They  have  not  descried  us  yet,"  said 
the  padrone;  **  put  the  boat  abbut^  and 
stand  off  a  while ;  the  moon  will  soon  go 
down,  arid  we  may  escape.'* 

Another  friendly  cloud  shrouded  them 
again  in  darkness  ;  but  when  it  had  passed 
over,  they  saw  themselves  cut  off  from 
retreat  by  an  intervening  galley.  The 
moon  shone  brightly  from  its  temporary 
screen.  Marguerita  saw  with  breathless 
terror  the  white  sails  spotting  the  ocean 
around  them. 

"  A  miracle  alone  can  save  us,'*  cried 
the  padrone. 

^^My  father!  oh  myfether!"  was  the 
last  thought  of  which  the  afflicted  girl  viras 
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conscious.  A  bright  flash  from  the  nearest 
galley,  and  the  thunder  which  followed, 
announced  that  they  were  seen  and  hailed. 
The  boatmen  abandoning  their  oars,  gave 
themselves  up  to  prayers  and  lamenta- 
tions, and  the  bark  floated  at  the  mercy 
of  the  waves.  The  rushing  of  the  ap- 
proaching  vessel  through  the  waters,  as  she 
dashed  the  foaming  spray  around  her,  was 
sounding  in  the  ears  of  the  terrified  Mal- 
tese, and  with  an  involuntary  obedience 
they  caught  a  rope  thrown  to  them,  and 
were  received  on  board  their  captors.  The 
whole  party  were  ordered  on  the  deck  of 
the  galley,  and  with  a  scream  of  terror, 
excited  by  the  grasp  of  a  dark  and  tur- 
baned  sailor,  Marguerita  fainted,  and  was 
for  some  time  unconscious  of  her  hapless 
destiny. 

When  she  awoke,  it  was  without  any 
remembrance  of  the  scene  in  which  she 
had  been  involved,  but  with  a  heavy  seiK 
sation  of  misery  upon  her  spirits.  The 
first  object  which  attracted  her  attention 
was  a  tidl  majestic  figUr^'who  appeared  to 


ifii  raw 

faftregndnig  hert\raMi  die  detymt^iBt 
and  anxietyi 

^  Bei  under  noi  alamu  leyi  drildj* 
Slid; .  ^^  youi  aie  witlT'  fiMMU^-.  wIibh 
render  you;,  ereij  kndmssi  andv 
anoe;'* 

Margnerita^  rwnd  hendf  ftoitt' tte^e^^ 
duifl^  pettute^ift*  whidijlife^'wiBi  iiHiuiH 
6d$  anditlooUagi'  at  tiie^  peneif  iiiJifriMifr' 
annt  sher  feated^Lshft*  saw  ajgftin  an  dfldp^ 
AfinsBtt  oountBOanee^  ovcnhfldonredri  by>« 
tuiiMuv  and  dasping  iiepffaandsiUefiKe  JNtf' 
e;«B^  with  Eitbifllingilulelit  nbpee^ 
insensibility. 

Amrakeningfrom  this  seoend.  fidntingf^- 
she' saw  ther  padrone  of  the  boat  iik  whidr 
sbe^ldftf  AlUta^  w 


nffaridtstorted  by^so^lodicrous:  a  miactaifP 
of  t^Tor  and  compassion,  as  would  at>a]|^: 
otbw  time  'bsve^eKOited'teiith.' 

^  Vim) . madameif '  said  he,  .seeing? bar 
ejFeS'tUBekMia ;  ^for  the  l<lrwjof'Sa^Tilkallfi' 
ciacDl  di.Flndaayi.  recmer,  aadrsaire  .ouIb: 

'^  BsMsiint^^isaichtlMi  pnMBaiakfei  h«k 
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before  noticed^  ^  aiid;^dfwr  the  hdf  to  re* 
cover.  Ydu  are  with  fiaeiids,  signora,^  he 
added ;  **  why  thus  distress  yourself  with 
groundless  terrbifii.?'* 

^  Ithought,"!  sead  Marguerita,  ^  we  had 
been  captured  by.  Serican.** 

The  person  to  whom  she  spoke  smiled^ 
and  replied — ^'''  Yoc^  b»re  odlj^efxehanged 
your  method  of paaamefataffti^  ngaorBf  and 
shall  be  landed  in  Sictiy  as  soon  as  an 
opportunity  occurs ;  at  present  compose 
your  spirits ;  the  night  is  fiir  adviini^  en- 
deavour to  get  some  rest ;  vfl^ll^^iretji^e; 
and  tf  you  wish  for  aay  thing  ^iMi^^e^^^ 
it  shall  inat^dy  .be  supplied.^ 

^  Tell  me  wheoe  I  abei,  and  with  jv^m/ 
said  Marguerita.  ^^ :      r 

**  You  are  on  board  a  veslel  wbich  o& 
fers  better  accommodation  than  the  bnci 
you  left,  and  shall  >bfe  restored  to  your 
friends  as  soon  as  ptesiUe;^  said  thf  gen- 
tleman; *^  endeavcHKV  my;  childi  tiD~.take 
the  repose  you  ne0d,  eQ4  Irust  to  my  as»> 
durances  of  safety  and  proteMigiQi.'^  : 

VOL.  IL  '  I(..^   •     -.      .'  ;.[    : 


vfibi  looked  litthe  pendn  who «ddr«6ed 
her";  there' "was^. something  in  his  nuumet 
and  appearance  whidi  inspired  cotifidenoe; 
but  the  terrified  aspect  of  the  Maltese  as 
he  left  the  ^eabin^  and  ah  indistinct  te- 
membrance  of  the  horrors  which  had  at 
first' •'akrmed'  Mr,  ^weighed  still  on  the 
mind:  of:  the  fair^waiiderer,  and  she  tried 
in  'vaini  to  compose  ^her  agitated  feelings. 
She -was  plaoedpn  splendid  cushions  on 
the'4oor  of  what  appeared  to  be  the  cabin 
of  a  large  vessel. .  Hie  ionagnifieent  carpet 
which  covered ;  the  apartment,    and  tlie 
elegant  lamp  sus^i^nded  from  the  ceiling, 
gave  her  an  idea  of  something  above  bar- 
baric grandeul*,.  apd  she  tried  to  think  she 
was  recaptured  by  some  Spanish  ship  of 
war.  .dtill the turbaned  attendant  haunt- 
ed her .'imogiliatioli.    At  length  she  sunk 
into  a  state  of  toipid'Composure  for  a  few 
houjiis^  rafter  wbkli  the  same  person  who 
llad  ^bAlbnii  ende6*rt)ured  to  comfort  her, 
enteiWl  th6  cabih>  which  was  now  illu.. 
mined  by  tlie^  beams  of  the  sun. 

'^  I  hope  you  have  had  some  rest^  sig* 
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nora,'*  he  said;  *^  the  fatigue  and  anxiety 
of  last  night  quite  overcame  your  spirits'; 
you  wil^  with  returning  strength,  be  more 
.satisfied  with  the  destiny  which  has  made 
me  your  escort  to  your  fiends.*" 

^'  To  whom  am  I  thus  indebted  ?'*  asked 
Marguerita, 

**  What  matters  it  by  whom  you  are  le- 
^afeared  te  yoiir  family  ?"  replied  the  stran* 
ger;  f^  I  have  engaged,  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  done,  to  land  you  on  the  Skaliait 
shore.'' 

**  Generbus  cavalier !  I  am  indeed  in- 
debted toi  your  kindness ;  but  my  terror 
at  the  idea  of  &lling  into  the  hands  of 
that  monster  Serican  bad  bereft  me  of  i|iy 


seises* 


The  stranger  smiled  again,  and  assiirad 
her  that  she  was  safe,  for  the  present,  fmtti 
ally  monster,  whet^Do*  ii^del  or  ChristiM. 

Margueiitanow  recovered  in  aotn^  d^ 
gree  her  spirits  and  her  strength,  and  con- 
Versed  with  her  new  firiend  with  cheerful- 
ness tod  pleteure;  she  informed  him  #f 
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her  short  and  eventful  history,  of  the  sd* 
zure  of  her  person  by  the  TuDisian  cor- 
sairs, the  rescue  which  don  Giuglio  90 
fortunately  effected,  his  subsequent  per- 
secution, and  her  escape  from  Malta  to 
-avoid  him,  and  to  relieve  the  anxious  dis* 
tress  under  which  she  knew  her  ftther 
laboured. 

When  she  mentioned  that  dear  and 
only  friend,  the  tears  forced  their  way 
down  her  cheeks,  and  she  wept  in  agony 
at  the  thoughts  of  his  sufferings.— *<<  The 
•terror  which  I  experienced  last  night," 
she  said,  "  when  conveyed  on  board  your 
vessel,  signer,  cannot  be  described;  for 
the  mysterious  horrors  I  have  heard  of 
this  Turkish  chief,  had  filled  me  with  such 
apprehension,  that  I  think  it  would  be 
impossible  to  survive  really  encountering 
him ;  for  the  kind  Providence  wliieh  has 
placed  me  under  your  protection,  I  never 
-can  be  sufficiently  grateful** 

*•  That  you  were  on  your  way  to  join 
your  father,  signora,  I  had  learned  from 
the  boatmen  who  were  conveying  you; 
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but  ivbo  he  is»  or  where  he  may  be  f^nd, 
I  am  still  Ignorant." 

**  Vincentio  Landolini  b  his  name/'  said 
Marguerita;  **  a  name  connected  with 
scnne  of  the  noblest  families  in  Sicily,  and 
probably  he  is  still  near  Trapani/  frorn^ 
whence  I  was  carried  off." 

^^  It  is  fortunate/'  replied  her  friend, 
**  that  we.  are  now  on  the  western  side  the 
island,  for  I  presume  you  would  not  find 
rt  difficult  to  make  your  way  from  Gir- 
gentij  or  Marsala,  to  Trapani,  which  are 
probably  the  nearest  ports  we  shall  make.*^ 

•*On  any  spot  in  Sicily,"  she  repUed^ 
^f  I  should  feel  no  fears  of  meeting  witb^ 
some  means  of  communication  with  my* 
fether." 

**  I  will  then  take  the  earliest  oppor* 
tunity '  of  limding  you  upon  your  native 
shore ;  but  you  have  taken  no  refreshment 
—forgive  my  inattention."  Saying  which 
lie  hastily  withdrew  from  the  cabin,  and 
left  the  lady  to  her  solitary  meditations. 

Who  this  stranger  could  be,  Maigue* 
rita  knew  not;  his  dress  was  not  that  of  A 
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ISuropean,  nor  did  it  resemble  the  ruffim 
Mrho  had  at  first  seized  her.  He  wwe  no 
turban  on  his  brow,  but  a  high  cap  of 
spl^idid  materials,  eqpially  unlike  the  009- 
tume  of  the  corsairs  and  that  c(  the  wtt*- 
ri<»*s  she  had  been  accustomed  to  befaokL 
His  courteous  manners,  and  his  promiie 
to  land  her  on  the  Sicilian  shcnre,  perniad- 
ed  her  he  waa  not  a  barbarian  chid;  His 
accent,  though  neither  Spanish  nor  Ita* 
Uan,  was  that  of  one  wcU  versed  in  the 
purer  language  of  Italy ;  but,  above  all^ 
the  benignity  of  his  treatment  to  hers^ 
convinced  her.  she  was  in  the  hands  of  a 
Christian  in  alliance  with  the  sovereign 
of  Sicily. 

The  Maltese  padrone  entered  the  room 
with  coffee  and  refreshments. 
>  Marguerita  looked    anxiously    at    his 
count^iance,  and  asked — **  Who  is  our 
generous  friend  ?^ 

•  ^  Signora!"   said  the  man,  in  a  tone 
of  terror  and  surprise. 

**  Who  is  the  commander  of  this  ves* 
set .  .... 
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*^  Jesu  Maria  save  your  sweet  sensei^ 
lady !"  gaculated  the  Maltese* ) 

Marguerita  w^  astoniished  atiiiaoon- 
duct,  in  which  she  had  ndt  befam  aee^  any 
thing  •  extraiordinary ;  and .  taking,  mm^  of 
the  c^red  viands,  the  mail  nsl^ed  if  htf 
might  l^ve  them  and  retire  ?> » . 

**  Certainly,  if  you  wish  it,**  \  she  re«^ 
plied ;  **  but  I  am  anxious  tor  JJomir  ^5trhat 
vessel  we  are  on  board,  and  who  qohia 
mands.''  .  ,     , 

.  Tlie  Maltese  stood  for  an  instant  unde^ 
mdedwhat  to.do,  when  the  door  opened, 
and  her  former  friend  told;  the  man  ^  he 
might  retire;  he  be8itated,;and. asked  with 
some  trepidaticm-—*^  Has  yotarexcellenjia 
adoctor  on  board ?." ^ 

**  A  doctor !  for  whom  and  what  ?" .  - 
i  •  ^'  For  the  poor  signora,  whose  sensesaie 
gCMtierwith  the  fright." 
,   The  cavalier  looked  at  Marguerita  and 
at  the  padrcme  with  an.  inquisitive  air  of 
surprise^ .      .•  -.-J   i:---«; 

'VMy  wish  to  he  inlbcmed  to  wlaim'I 
VTM  ifidebted   lor  this  kind^treatm^?; 
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md  the  lady,  **  has,  it  appears,  excited 
this  ahum  m  my  former  conductor*"  . 

The  parties  gazed  on  each  other^  as  if 
i|dne  knew  how  to  proceed. 

^  Who  could  have  supposedt**  at  length 
said  the  padrone,  **  ihat  madonna  did  dot 
recognise  in  your  excellenza  the  baass 
Serican?" 

Maigueiita  sat  pale  and  immoveable  a^ 
a  statue* 

**  I  had  ventured  to  hope,"  said  the 
tmssa,  ^  that  when  my  dreaded  name  was 
announced,  the  promises  I  had  alxeady^ 
made  would  have  quieted  your  fears,  sig* 
nora.  It  is  true  that  I  am  Serican,  the 
Turkish  chief,  of  whom  report  has  con« 
veyed  so  terrible  a  description  to  your 
ears.  I  can  only  assure  you,  that  such  as 
yoti  have  found  me  while  unknown,  you 
shall  find  me  still;  you  have  not  fallen 
agfun  into  the  hands  of  barbarian  rovers, 
but  are  under  the  protection  of  an  Otto* 
man  bassa,  who  pledges  his  word,  as  a 
Moslem  and  a  warrior,  to  restore  you  in 
safety  to  your  father  and  your  country* 
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Serican,  lady^  wars  not  to  enrich  himself 
with  the  blood  of  captives,  or  the  plunder 
of  his  foes.  The  will  and  jprovidence  of 
Heaven  have  placed  you  in  his  .Iteinds,  not 
as  a  prisoner,  but  as  arehai^  which  he 
will  defend  widi  all  his  power  from  evil 
and  from  danger,  and  as  soon  as  circqm^ 
stances  will  permit,  relieve  ydu  from  all 
your  fears,  by  landing  you  in  Sicily.*' 

The  open  manly  brow  of  the  chief  de» 
inanded  confidence  and  Mth ;  his  smile  of 
aflEectionate  compassicNa  dissipated  all  feeU 
ings  of  alarm ;  and  she  almost  wondered 
at  herself  for  the  agitation  she  still  expe. 
rienced,  at  the  thought  of  being  in  the 
power  of  this  far-famed  and  feared  com^ 
mander. 

After  a  few  moments,  however,  she  col- 
lected her  thoughts,  and  said — ^^  You  will 
&rgive,  signer,  the  conduct  into  which 
ignorance  and  inexperience  have  betmyeci 
me.  I  must  repose  my  hopes  upon  yoa> 
^nerous  promises,  and  feel  that  I  shoukl 
ilo  it  cheerfully ;  the  treatment  I  have  aU 

l9 
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ready  met  with  at  your  hands  demands 
my  gratitude,  and  ensures  my  reUanGe  on 
you  for  the  future  * 

^  I  shall  endeavour,''  answered  Sericsn, 
^  to  meet  your  wishes,  and  to  repay  yoor 
.ixmfidence  in  all  things.  I  am  now  cruis- 
ing with  my  fleet  off  the  western  ooest  cf 
Sicily,  and  will  take  an  early  opportunitj 
to  land  you  under  a  flag  of  truoe  at:  some 
convenient  port*" 

A  noise  on  deck  attracted  the  admiral's 
attention,  and  an  officer  iqppeared  at  Ae 
cabin*door  to  announce  ft  sail  in  sight; 
Serican  prevented  him  from  entering,  and 
requesting  Marguerita  to  command  what- 
ever she  wished  for,  withdrew  to  attend 
the  proceedings  above. 

A  considerable  noise  was  heard,  and  a 
sound  of  artillery  at  a  little  distance.  The 
anxious  damsel  trembled  at  the  idea  of 
imother  combat,  but  a  shout  from  the  deck, 
and  a  cessation  of  the  firing,  soon  relieved 
her ;  and  Serican  immediately  appeared  to 
ijuiet  her  alarms,  and  informed  her  that 
one  of  the  advanced  galleys  had  just  cap- 
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tuted  «  s!B^  =  vessel  making  Ibtvjirds  the 
Seiliaii  ootst  /  ^^  i  *  •       i  - 

"  We  shall  now  stand  up^  to  l*r;?*;  he 
said^  *^  in  order  to  ascertain  :lvho  and  what 
she  is;  I  may  be  some  tinie  detluncdf  (^ 
deck  V  in  the  meantime^  youl-  MsdtQ)<9^alf^ 
tettldants  wait  yoar  commandsi  J  h^ire 
prohibited  all  others  from  approadiii^this 
eabin,  which  henceforth  yoiiwill 'eonSid6fr 
as:  your  own  apartment."  :     im  U' 

On  board  the  captured  bark  wasi  thfe 
bason  Solan  to;  himself  and  his  princ^sialcat- 
^tendatits  were  immediately  removed' to*tite 
adm^iral'a  ship,  where  he  met  with  tibeige- 
jierous  reception  which  SeiicaiL'si  iioble 
^|rit>w98  s^lwayi)  fprw^rd  to^payte  ada»w 
man  whom:  fiaetuoe   bi^  placed ari^'ibits 

^<wer.v  .._^./_.  ....  :».>.;  '^  •^/:: 
He  learned  the. state,  of  distress  and 
anxiety  into  which  the  baron's  family 
would  be  thrown  by  his  non-arrival  in 
Sciacea,  and  kindly  acceded  to  the  pro- 
posal of  putting  into  the  port  of  that  city, 
and  treating  with  count  Luna  for  the  ran-^ 
som  of  his  captive,^that  he  might  be  spared 


a  TojPige  io  aome  Tufkiah  |port»  and  fak 
wife  and  daughter  relieved  fiom  tbeir 
ftain  at  lib  delay* 

.  In  ScMoea^  toOfSerkan  faadhoped  ta  fob 
filUa  charitaUe  intention  of  forwarding 
Maigiierita  to  iier  fnends;  bat  in  aB  his 
expeetatiiim  he  was  nearly  disappointed 
kf  the :  intfdting  oondaet  of  count  Luna; 
-With  den  Giaeomo  FeroUo^  the  ncible 
Ottoman  felt  a  confidence  inspired  by  hit 
^boul  and  open  eonduct»  and  to  hfrn-  he 
4^igned  hoth  his  fortunate  captiyes^  The 
'charmef  Mai^uerita^smannenhad»  though 
she  had  been  on  board  so  fewdays^  en« 
deared  her  to  the  bassa  with  almost  a  pa^ 
ivntal  regard,  and  be  parted  from  her 
with  more  regret  than  their  short  inti^ 
Qxacy  might  have  been  expected  to^emtc^ 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Far  sa  mbre  ^lev^,  nourri  dans  ses  maximesy* 

II  u'etait  point,  connnc  e\ie,  eiidurcit  dans  les  crimes. 

HCNAIAOE. 

m 

As  the  return  of  the  baron  Solanto  re» 
moved  all  anxiety  from  the  mind  of  th^ 
baroness,  it  immediately  restored  her  to 
her  accustomed  health  and  spirits ;  but  as 
the  family  felt  that  a  separate  residence 
^vbuld  be  most  comfortable,  and  leave 
them  most  at  liberty,  it  was  agreed  to 
make  the  late  indisposition  of  the  baroness 
a  reason  for  placing  her  directly  in  a  house 
of  her  own,  where  she  could  be  more 
quiet  and  independent  than  at  Luna 
Castle;  and  as  the  celebrated  baths  of 
Sciacca  were  situated  in  a  beautiful  valley, 
at  a  short  distance  ftx)m  the  city,  the  baron 
determined  to  take  a  cassino  in  tJieir  vld« 
l\ity* 
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If  Costanza  rdthnately  married  count 
Luna,  her  father  and  mother  wished  to 
remain  near  her  when  the  baron  was  not 
on  service ;  and  if  an j  thing  occurred  to 
prevent  the  union  taking  plisice,  thejr 
would  be  more  easy  any  where  than  at  his. 
house. 

In  the  sodety  of  his  wife  and  diild,  tiie 
baron  had  forgotten  the  extraordinary  re- 
jection he  bad  met  with  from  don  Sigis^ 
wund ;  his  immediate  inquiries  tor  his 
rfamSy,  and  flie  interposition  of  Adjdano, 
bad  made  it  pass  at  the  timer  but  still' 
there  was  something,  on  recollecting  the 
.circumstances^  which  Solanto  could  not 
but  think  inexplicable. 

After  the  first  effiisions  of  joy  at  their 
reunion^  the  baroness  gave  an  account^ 
their  visit  to  Palermo,  and  the  kindness 
of  their  viceregal  friends ;  mentioned  Fe- 
derico  PeroUo,.  and  the  pleasant  discovery 
she  had  made  of  his  mother  being  her  old 

fHend  Victoria  Moncada.   She  related  their 

•        •         • 

acddent  near  Castel  Vetrano,  and  the  pro- 
vidential meeting  with  and  gallantry  of 
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FeroUo  and  FignMelli ;  pn^Og  Uglctly 
over  tiie  rencontre  in  tfae,chtimh>^  fmd  the 
ill-humaur  jof  the  douiitessf  €2dka1bellotla« 

Costansa  was  imwilliDg  itd  iiitecriiipt  bet 
mother;  besides  ^bioby  her -pitaitet  happi* 
tiess  made  her  feel  more  knictitlj:  betii 
towards  the  countess  aond  don  Sigtsmi;in^ 
by  whose  exertions  she  had^  no  tdonbl  but 
her  father  had  been  released  ffoni  Jaisiujnc 
pleasant  situation.  !  ; 

The  baron  listened  witb..attentieii;and 
ititerest^  and  when  the  detml  ,was  con* 
dttded,  he  said'*—''  I  fiiiid  my  debts « to  the 
bouse  of  PeroUo  are  more  luuneronS'  than 
I  suspected ;  and  I.thi^ilk.I  fed: even rmpfiQ 
obliged  by  the  kindness  shewn  to,  yoU  than 
for  my  own  liberation." 

An  ^xdamaticn  of  snr^nse  from  Cos-* 
tanza  wfi^^  e:i(Citecl  by  the  discoveiy  that  to 
I^^X)Uo^>aiid  noi«  to  coiiot  Iiimar  she  WHS 
indebted^  .for  .the  restoration  iol^ber  &tiien 
The  baroness  had  not>  yet  been  infoiliiad 
of  her  hnaiiand's  eaptivit^^  MA  ^ageiiy  xe- 
quested  feci  heartfaepar^ctilaraofihis  un^ 
expected  delay« . 


'•».  •  5l»  «.  •  ..    4  i- 


i 
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\ '  Wken^  liifeiitied  cf  aU  the  cuninslnioe^ 
iht  eoiild  only  niie  her  liaiida  to  Heaven 
innleDtgnilitiiidefiirhkddr^^  But 
Cicistangat  ■  ^did  not  lefrain  fiom  -wMiing 
openly;  tfaetihebdioii  FkndoUni^  eotm 
iMgr  and  fiiiinlhy  ^of  sentiment^ '  were  not 
JO  powerfiilly ;  odnteaated  by  tiie  Tiolent 
tetfapers  imd  lianoir  prgudicea  of  don  Si* 
giamnnd  and  liis  mother*  • 

The  haroa  locked  at  his  daughter  as  if 
ftr  an  ex{danatieh ;  but  the  baronets  pre* 
^eirted  iU  by  saying — **  Hu8h»  my  diild! 
the  unpleasant  manners  of  the  countess 
are  not  worth  remembering ;  and  for  the 
otmnt,  he  is  young,  and  will  improve.** 

•  ^  I  hope  be  may,  my  dear  mother ;  but 
it  is  so  proper  that  my  father  should  be 
perfectly  acquainted  with  the  manner  and 
temper  of  both  of  them,  that  ere  long  I 
must  beg  his  permission  to  relate  all  the 
events  whidi  have  oceuned  since  our  ar« 
rival* 

•  ^  I  will  wilfingly  hear  all  my  Costanza 
^hes to tdl  m^**  he  replied;  then  to  the 
baroness  he  Bdiied,  ^  but  I  must  now  go 
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tod  see  count. Luna,  to  whom  I  have 
hardly  fiipoken;  to-morrow  I  shall  visit: 
PeroUo,  to  shew  at  once  that  I  will  be  in- 
volved in  no  party  feuds." 

'M  am  truly  glad  to  hear  you  so  deter«« 
mine,"  said  the  baroness,  **  and  Costanza 
and  I  will  accompany  you,** 

^  That  shall  b^^^st  as  you  may  wish/' 
said  Solanto,  and  left  the  apartment.        » 

Solanto  fixind  count  Luna,  his  moAetp 
and  Adriano,  apparently  engaged  iki  an 
interesting  debate.—*^*  My  anxiety,^  he 
said,  **  to  see  my  family,  made  me  forg«t» 
ful  of  the  attentions  dueto  my  nobk  hoot^ 
permit  me  now,  with  unfeigned  affecst3km» 
to  embrace  the  son  of  my  mudi-esteemed 
friend,  count  Luna." 

^  From  me,  signor,  the  apology  ought 
to  come ;  I  was  deficient  in  those  r^^ards 
which,  had  I  been  mya^lf^  J  ishould  Imv^ 
paid  to  so  hcmoured  a  guest.  My  despak^ 
at  the  rude  repulse  I  had  met  with  from 
the  pirate  chief,  mid  the  oonvictioa  I  haci 
just  received  of  his  coimivance  withouc 
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dBnflt  cncmjr  P6RjIla^.faiul  fiMr  ih0  lamimt 
iMKftiiM^  the  power  of  ackbrn*^     -./  .. 

•.^  ScnnefidsfeiirtdligencehMiKiiBledjriMV 
count  Luna,"  t'eplaed  Sdlantou    ^"Ewom 

mj''mAie,*eKpkx,  ^tht .  baMt ; SefieaD,   I 

kMsotd  the:  cause  io£  your  Mjeoted  afqaliii 

cation  to  have  been  a  Jbilure  on  yonue.  part 

df  ithe  qewmanyrdtie  <i»theadmiiml.rf  the 

OttovalBati^ieet^^uBA  &at  the  .barok  I^an- 

CDuld  hamiiitknated'thatlui^.cottdaet  waa 
ether  ^tmn-  faounteoua- .  and  hpmmuklk ; 
alid  tiiat  it  involved  w>  difiiespect  tor  your 
toidnhip,  I  will  vondk  my  life  and  repo* 
tittioD^  Bat  eome^  count  Sigismund^  theae 
l^arl^  &ttdsy  I  hope,  ifill.  be  allayed  ere 
hmg.  Allow  me  the  honour  of  «i  intro^ 
ddotioii  to  your  fnends." 
•^*^-Mj  mother,'*  aaid  Sigismund,  pre^ 
tenting  him  to  th«>  countess,  ^and  don 
CSeitniinio  Peralta,  baron  Adriana*^ 
i.>^.Ta  the  widow  of  my  friend,''  aaid 
Soknto^  ^  I  hope  no  other  .introduction  ia 
neoegtarjr  than  my  regard  &r  hinu''  . 


LUNA  ASH  PfilldKLO.  IW 

**  Whidi  is  sh^WD^''  said  the^untdss^ 
*^  by  insulting  us  with  tiie  Iristory  of  tiie' 
virtues  of  liis  deadly  foe^  'the  accimedt' 
Gistecmo  Flsrollo.'' 

SolsDto  stood  ecmfounded  at  this  tetuiw 
to^s  civilityv~-'^  If  toa^aicndedge  widii 
et^nal  gmtitude  the  £i^durrJ>  haire  9t9^ 
ceived  from  baron  Pandolfirfi^  be  lEi^isrkn^' 
I  &ar  I  shdl  be  loun^  ait  «(bfi*ifiale  of. 
tmier/*  .  •:  •  -^  ].*• -.   ".nsuu 

**  Perhaps,  when  your  excellent  hw; 
learned  tA  Hie  seeiet  isipik^^Km>  wb^lice 
this  notion  id  the  Fbrollo  "WM  ^etm^  ^ysitf 
may  find  inotiv«s  ta.  change  tlie  higitf 
c^inion  you  Iia^e  &i«mii|  of  hinv^  ret>Hed 
Adriano,  interpomig  to  airest  ih'e  ^iMfitr 
c£  the  lady's  anger,  juM;  ready  to  ^xMr 
forth.  •    c-'-' 

^  The  wisdom  of  those  who  i^oUld'  find 
ttiotiVes  disereditkble  <t)d  my  drth^eiw^ 
character,"  answered  Solanto,  *^  must  W 
such  as  I  should  find  it  di^eiilttb  com- 
prehend, and  be  mostdihwiilUng  td'attcAicI 
to.  I  trust  ijoiint  !LunM  tddit  jctttly  vp-^ 
j^eciates  Ae^genefosity^v^i^  <fif  his  fiies^'' 
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.  The  fbQKrti  of  tha:  pcq^uheeattendkig 
PflBdkdfim  and  tbe  reaonad  pmooar%  and' 
tfie  ammd  f  Vi^ii  il  FtnoUar .  now  remits 
ed  iheir  ears ;  Liiiiia  started*  tuid  tanMld 
pde  rihe  JtMintesa  sfeaioEiped  ^^^ 
iniMeGBtinff  a  frjjght=^yl'iiialgdjicti'Wii  iop  'don- 
Giacoma  atad  .aB  Ills  fiiendsb  nisbed  from. 
the  ^ipaitiii6»t;  .)..'■  ./: 

*  f  w^liMQFQomlDigl^herto 
insults?"  said  Sigismimd,  tremulous  with 

.An  AtteodaidfiWiiQiuioed  tbe  anrlval  of ' 
the  faffiroa  Solaiito'smtinue^  who  had  been 
bkought  on  shore  by  Pandolfinfu 

^  With  your  pefxnissi(»i»  signor^**  said< 
Si^to^  ^  let  them  enter."  B^ore  the. 
eount  oould  ireplyt  the  nten  had  mado 
their  way  into  the  room. 

*  ^TUm  is  another  proof  of  the  noUe 
trealmenl;:  wo  have  met  witb^"  said  the 
button*:  r  •■ 

'^Viva  il  PeroUot"   exdaimed  one  of 
^e  mens  ^  long  life  to  the  generous  don 
Glaopmo^  and  confusion  to  his  enc^es  T 
^Ji;«iina  rushed  fiarwan^t  wd  peiaing  the 
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speaker  by  the  collar,  dashed  him  to  the 
ground,  and  had  drawn  bis  poniard, 
when  the  baron  and  Adriano  wrun^  it 
from  his  grasp. 

^  This  intemperate  violehee,  signw^** 
said  S<^nto,  **  is  the  frenzy  of  a  madman, 
not  the  anger  of  a  gentleman." 

^  You  too,**  said  the  furious  Sigisihund, 
^  must  be  one  of  Perollo*s  agents,  thus  to 
dare  insult  the  spirit  of  Luna  and  Peralta ; 
but  even  I  may  rouse  at  last,  and  when  I 
do,  my  deep  revenge  will  not  be  satiated 
by  a  trifling  sacrifice.** 

"  At  present,  count  Luna,**  answered 
Solanto,  calmly,  **  you  are  too  much  agi* 
tated  to  attend  to  reason  or  remonstrance. 
You  may  withdraw,"  he  said  to  the  at- 
tendants, and  when  they  had  retired,  he 
added — "  This  effervescence  of  anger  and 
violence,  signor,  is  such  as  augurs  ill  for 
the  happiness  of  any  one  connected  with 
you  by  the  ties  of  marriage ;  my  engage- 
ments are  at  present  only  tonditionat/  and 
I  must  rgoioe  to  think  they  are  so.** 

^  The  agitation  vnBet  ^%Mcti  boatit 
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Jimii^%MgM^^hwe^'  sofleifd  Ataimg  Urn 
.|kig^?,a^d  Adriaiie^  •''  mmt  jdetd  fiir  him 
;witifk,if(mTim(^^  so  deep  wti  ibovh 
terest  he  took  in  your  deliy^nmee^  thtf  the 
'WfftfiMft  hf^^ip^;  wilsh.  iieerijr  depihiod  him 
fiCrMfiWO*  TThei^ttnpteeYrafc  hdpgaif* 
terwards  prodMmA  hy  meMM  iOradv^etaci  ip 
hia  i¥i^be%Lb9a  ^r^evdeft  lam  fiom  Kieover- 
rin0UB  equsqimity  of^tetkoper;  helisi^nie 
hefritl  :yhq^rgtfeclibp> heil restored  Mm 
jto^  ttmseli;  4t  deeply  deprecate  yoiur  juit 
^«ige«;«8  jro|i.:yQl(ia9elf  eould  i^ndk** . 

Don  Sigismund  stood  during  this  coil- 

v&m^iofi  iqamng  ^9in8t;  the  side  of  the 

roQnivhls  face  shrouded  in  his  mantle^  and 

his  b^y.€i9Dvulaed  by  s^tation* 

.  V.  "  JPcj:  ;1ihe. Resent,"  aMitinued  Adriano, 

?4al}p^W;i^e  to  Withdraw  with  him  till  be 

;juif90i^  composed*  whan  I  am  well  bc»i- 

Tinced  ^hCfiidUpl^Q  yomr  pardon  for  this 

^unfi>r]tuusA«t'^uUitioii  of  pasakni.'^ 

.. ,,, ^j^.]L  ^50,  .t9C)> . c^^pjLy  interested  in  count 

l4,|>qtfR.^j^(|«sit^^     r^^ie4  fiotoitc^  **  to 
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resolution.  He  immediately  retiifed;  leav- 
ing Adriano  to  endeavour  to  restore  cqunt 
Liuiia  to  la  sense  of  the  impropriety  and 
damger  of  such  cxmduct  *  :^:f 

They  both  remained  some  time  without 
ipeakii^*  Sigismiind  paoed  the  room 
hastily,  and  Pemlte  seated  himself  to  wait 
aniaterval of  returning  tomposurQ. 

At  length  tihe  count  paused^  and  ex^ 
cbdmed-^^  Mu^t  I  submit  to  be  insuHed 
even  here  by  the  sdaves  whom  Gi^omo 
Pi^tdlo  has  purchased  for  the  purposed 
am  I  to  be  threatened  with  fiie  loss  of  my 
faetn^iied  brides  because  I  crouch  not  to 
insult  and  (^^ression?  let  the  barta  idi 
Solanto  league  himself  with  my  aiemies, 
I  have  power  and  strength  to  crush  them 
all,  and  force  them  to  fulfil  their  coni 
tract.*  ■■■  ^■'■• 

"  There  is,    I  doubt,  one    q)|)ositig 

power ;  your  lordship  cannot  bendj^-aiid 

widsout  which  aU  ^yopr  exed;ions  win  be 

made  in  vain.?*  i'      .r-^  "»  ' 

^  And  wfaA  is  it/  gaid  Lmi%<£ero^# 
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^  that  dares  the  united  -powen  nC^on 
faouae^  when  called  forth  to  actMn?*^ 
/  ^  inie  apiritof  Coatanza  di:  Solaiito^*^  le^ 
pfied  Feralta.  **  I  marked  the  co(Apm^ 
tempt  with  whidi  she  repdled  fom '  ibo- 
ther^sanger  intfaechureht  andthedei&ied 
iesistanee  she  oflfered  to  yooriinsbei  in  i^^ 
ductingforth  the  baroness;  Ybnr  JBSoelkiuBa 
maat  pursue '  another  coiuse  to^  gtauh'^the 
lady  and  her  dower*  Youir  late  violende 
liaSy  I  fear,  cKsgusted  the  baroB»  and  it 
will  require  all  our  exertions  to  o1 
it  fiom  his  menKMy."  .  ^    ' 

^  And  would  you,  Adriano,  have 
tened  tamely  to  the  ocmtumelious 
of  the  slave  ?*• 

**  A  future  time  should  have  revenged 
bis  crime,'*  said  the  baron ;  ^  his  unthink^ 
ing  tongue  might  have  been  silenced  in  a 
fitter  place,  and  by  a  surer  hand;  why 
drive .  Solanto  forcibly  to  seek  FeroUo's 
fHehdriiip  ?  unlesst  you  now  appease  hinit 
we  shall  find  him  ranged  under  the  lian« 
neirs  of  x)ur  raemieif,  and  a  transfer  of  his 
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dfi|:|gl)t|^s  \iavd  m^e  to  the  sob,  of  Qi^t  ■. 

r^t  TOi  what  act  of  desperfitioqi ;  '^  >it  you  j 
would  hurry  me,  Pferalta?"  ,;,f.       ■.[<     s. 

:"  To  none,"  replied  his  counsellor;  **  Ij 
wpuld  have  you  temporise  with,  all,  till, 
yourrhaye  gained,  your  point;  X  would i 
hay e*  you  sooth  Solan to's  indignatic^Vt :  andr 
ensure  his  heiress  as  your  bride;  Jf  n^eesr/ 
sary,  I  would  have  you  even  ,f:jQiirt:JPe-i 
roUo;  and  when  all  is  dpne^-  ^Lodrtbi^; 
increase  of  wealth  and  power  secured  la/, 
your  family,  then  throw  off  jthe  ma^,  call 
forth  the  strength  of  all  your  friends,  and 
by  one  glorious  extermination,  wipe  fiom^ 
the.  earth  every  soul  whose  veins  leontain ; 
onp  drop  of  the  PeroUo  blood,  <3]huSj 
shall  ^e  redress  our  long-continued  tratai 
of  injuries  and  insults,  and  coipplete  ow ! 
great  revei^ge."     . 

"  Revenge  !"  exclaimed    th^  Gountef|s«  i 
entering  the  apartmeijit ;  ^  if  Sigisu^umft  di  y 
Lunp  felt  as  the  li^ad  of  bis  illustriow 
race  idipuld  feel,  his  ev^  thougb^  wiQuldl 
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centi^  irt  revenge.  Is  tbk  n  Kitilfe \fiir 
love  and  revelry,  when  even  in  otir 
castle  ^ivfr  are  insulted  by  the  friends  of  tlie 
PeroUo?  must  I  stand  by  and  hear  my 
husband's  name  polluted  by  the  friendship 
o(^  Gifeeoitto's  redeemed  adherent?  This 
btit^  Stflanto,  who  boasts  his  gratitude 
ahd  high  respect  to  that  detested  wretch, 
is  in  blir  power.  Were  I  the  chief  of 
Liiiia^  feo-night  should  seiil  his  fate,  and 
tIMkiorjroWs  sun  see  his  daughter  mine  by 
fdttjei" 

'  ••  I  ortly  argue  for  delay,"  said  Adriano, 
•*  that  our  deeds  of  vengeance  may  be  full ; 
we  are  not  yet  prepared  for  open  war ;  all 
tbat  i  urge  is  time  to  complete  such  pre- 
parations as  may  ensure  us  tUU  success,  and 
leave  no  scion  of  Perollo  to  hand  their 
hated  name  to  other  ages." 

"  Why  not  begin  with  this  Solanto, 
this  skve  redeemed  by  Giacomo;  crush 
l^  his  death  their  growing  intimacy,  se- 
em^ 'his  daughter  and  her  portion,  and  no 
Idnger  temporise  with  this  execrable  race  ?* 

"  The  wealth  and  power  of  baron  So- 
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lanto/'  observed  Adriano^  "  are  not  yet 
sufficiently  in  count  Luna's  gnasp;  when 
they  are»  I  will  no  longer  endeavour  to- 
susp^id  his  fate^  or  restrain  the  noUe  ar^  < 
dour  of  my  chief  for  vengeance  and  re- 
drcsBs." 

^  How  would  you  have  me  act  ?"  asked  . 
Luna.  ■      I  ■ 

"  Try,  by  every  method  of  conciliation^ 
to  assure  the  baron  of  your  repentance, 
for  the  hasty  sally  he  witnessed,  win  the  . 
a£fediion  of  his  daughter,  and  her  consents 
to  an   immediate  union,  and  as  soon  as 
circumstances   will    permit,    remove  the  s 
only  obstacle  to  full  possession  by  Solanto!s 
death.^' 

"^  Again,  Peralta,  the  same  dark  couvse  ' 
of  treachery  and  murder.    I  will  not  stpin  ^ 
my  hands  by  any  such  nefarious  crimes ; 
I  would  gladly  immolate  the  last  of  titte  ^ 
FeroUo  race  t6  the  remenibEaQce  of  om 
injuries,  but  it  must  be  in  fair  and  open  ^ 
wdlTi  :  For  the  baron  Solanto,  he  was  my  ' 
iatheifs  &iend ;  Jse  is,  I  hope,  the  pareBt<of 
my  fiiture  spouses  i^wcxuld  y^m  have  Ihe  * 
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chief  of  Luna  and  Peralta  a  mercenary 
parricide?  no;  by  every  tie  his  life  is  sa- 
cred ;  and  if  by  his  fall  alone  our  purposes 
oi  vengeance  could  be  procuredy  I  would 
resign  them  all." 

"  Then  turn  Franciscan ;  unite  the 
hands  of  Federico  FeroUo  and  Costanza 
di  Solanto,  and  leave  the  world  a  lasting 
monument  of  the  degenerate  weakness  of 
count  Luna,"  said  his  moth^.  **  This 
poor  effeminate  dislike  to  follow  a  bold, 
decisive  course,  will  shew  every  one  how 
justly  the  Perollo  claims  the  merit  of  su« 
perior  spirit.  I  have  loved  thee,  Sigis- 
mund,  with  such  fond  devotion,  that  my 
existence  hangs  but  on  your  life  and  ho 
nour;  but  did  I  think  you  capable  of 
foregoing  for  an  instant  the  glorious  path 
of  vengeance  I  have  pointed  out,  or  hesi- 
tating to  sacrifice  ten  thousand  such  as 
this  Solanto,  nay,  even  your  dearest  friends, 
to  fulfil  the  noble  destiny  that  awaits  you, 
I  could  myself,  with  indignation  and  ab- 
horrence, equal  only  to  the  love  I  have 
home  you,  plunge  a  stiletto  in  your  heart. 
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and  blast  your  name  with  everlasting  in- 
famy." 

"  Itiere  is  no  occasion,*"  replied  Adriano, 
**  fac  this  vehemence,  signora ;  the  question 
of  Sdanto's  life  ex  death  is  immaterial  to 
pur  great  design ;  he  must  at  present  be 
appeased,  and  the  count  must  condescend 
to  sooth  him  by  every  promise  and  pro- 
fewon  he  may  think  proper  to  demand. 
Biit  here  comes  the  peace-making  Gero- 
nimo  Ferrara ;  a  better  emissary  we  can- 
loot  have  ;i  his  hypocritical  harangueis  must 
now  be  rendered  useful  to  our  purpose ; 
have  I  your  permission  to  engage  his  ser- 
,vicp^?"-  . 

•*  Qo  even  as  you  will^**  replied  Sigis- 

:inun4. 

**  I  like  not  such  half-measures,  and  de- 
test this  canting  fool,"  said  the  countess, 
and  withdrew  as  Geronimo  entered. 

**  I  came,  signer,"  he  said,  **  to  rejoice 
with  you  on  the  arrival  of  your  friend,  and 
to  •  beg  to  be  allowed  to  oflFer  my  sincere 
congratulations." 

Don  Sigismund  bowed  in  silence. 
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"  In  good  time  are  you  oame^  signor 
Greronimo,"  said  Adriano,  "  to  use  your 
powers  of  conciliation.  UntowardI  events 
have  ruffled  the  spirits  of  the  count  to- 
day, and  he  has  unintentionally  oflfended 
the  haron  Solanto ;  will  you  be  the  bearer 
t>f  his  most  humble  apology  ?* 

"  You  are  going  too  far,  baron  Adriano," 
interrupted  Sigismund;  "wgncfcr  Fenrara 
will  oblige  me  by  stating  my  regret  at  Ae 
violence  into  which  I  was  bettrayed,  but 
by  which  I  intended  no  disre&pecttowavds 
the  baron,  and  therefore  hope  to  be  ftr- 
given.** 

"  Leave  it  to  don  Geronimo,**  replied 
Adriano;  "  he  will,  I  know,  say  only 
what  is  proper,  and  be  the  willing  mes- 
senger of  your  repentance." 

**  I  expected  not  to  be  employed  in  such 
an  office  here,"  answered  don  Geronimo ; 
•*  but  count  Luna  may  in  weightier  things 
command  my  services.  At  present,  how- 
ever, I  am  ignorant  even  of  the  nature  of 
the  fault  for  which  I  am  to  plead  foigive- 
ness." 
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*^  It  was  a  mifiunder^tondrng  VFitkuike 
bwwii"  mid  Par^ltft,  «  r?spwtiog:  the  in- 
terference of  PeroUo  in  his  delivemoise 

ftam  the:  Turks  wd  tbei  wimt  i»»«i>ed, 

(too  hd^itily  perliapsy  the  ignorant  isealof 
ime  of  Solinto't  attendants.*-  .     - 

.  f^iOh  that  tim  parly  strife  iW^re  at  an 
end  !"  replied  Ferrara ;  "  that  two  .suish 
ppl^e  dispositions  ai  tbpse  4?f  pQwnfe  JUina 
md  F^ndblfinl  dboald  b^  so  ignpraoil  Qf 
eacb other's tstimaW^ qualities  r-   ;,>  i  j.^ 

;diawa(Sf,'^;4aidiFw«^(  •^ wwe ful^fl^liifliff 
}  tnifit^.  will  ji^  ;tb6SQ  i^vils  rem'^dM;' af)0 

the  houses  of  I^una  and  P^oUo  np  )qi^^ 

rivals  i  b^Uevie ;  me,  my  €ndeavp^]^  shall 
j^.  be  waiting,  t^j^wards  ^fifecting  tbif  mo^t 
demittbJe  ifVipnt,  s^gnor  Fensarft;  bwl;;  ^ 
pc^fep  t .  I^t  ^  M£|  i  MW^  P W  ^iforta  tq  b§^  tbJ|s 

broapbiwbi^bmak^atbe^oupt;  ao^wbappy^ 

.  •*  Xbe  cpqn^.and myself,^'  add^.  Adrwi(?f 
"  vfill.  retire)  and  whi»p  ypwr  p^rs^af^iqofs 
baT6.ai)(p9^ed^  as,  I  49nbt  nptE.bnt.tbfy 
wttJ,  w#  may  laiB«  t^  J»iA^??y.*W#«^^^^ 
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complete  their  reconciliation;  I  will  cause 
•the  baron  to  be  informed  of  your  attend- 
ance.*' ' 

Count  Sigismund  and  Adriano  then 
withdrew,  and  the  latter  desired  the  baron 
Solanto  might  be  told,  that  a  friend  of  the 
ooiint  requested  the  honour  of  an  Inter- 
view. 

Soknto  immediately  followed  the  mes- 
senger, and  was  conducted  to  the  presence 
of  Ferrara,  whose  preposisessing  figure  in- 
spi^  him  with  involuntary  r^pec^  and 
th6  Cdi^dial  warmth  with  which  h^  greeted 
him,  demanded  his  gratitude,  and  conci- 
liated his  regard. 

"  My  first  intention,"  said  Ferrara,  '*  in 
visiting  the  castle  to^-day,  was  to  congra- 
tulate count  Luna  on  the  safe  arrival  of 
his  fHend  the  baron  Solanto ;  and  I  have 
now^  received  from  him  instructions  to  as- 
sure your  excellenza  of  his  deep  regret  at 
the  unpleasant  circumstances  which  have 
^occurred,  and  to  beg  that  you  will  ill  charity 
forpve  his  impetuosity,  and  forget  that 
the  irritation  of  the  moment  betrayed  him 
into  so  unMrarrantable  aft  act  of  violence.'' 
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^  I  regret;*  replied  Solanto,  >^  that  to 
-  such  an  intercessor  I  cannot  concede  in 
all  things ;  but  too  much  is  now  at  stake 
-in  my  daughter's  future  happiness^  to  id- 
low  me  to  forget  the  display  count  Sigis- 
^mund  has  made  of  his  intemperate  anger." 

^^  Count  Sigismund^  signor,'-  answered 
Ferrara,  ^'  is  young  and  impetuous ;  his 
fedings  easily  excited,  and  with  difficulty 
restrained;  but  he  is  generous^  kind,  af- 
fectionate, and  sincere ;  he  does  most  pe- 
nitently acknowledge  his  error»  and  with 
;tbe  respect  he  feels  for  your  opinion,  and 
desire  for  your  friendship,  I  think  I  may 
irenture  to  say,  that  the  lesson  he  has  now 
received  will  preserve  him  from  many  re- 
piatitions  i^  such  excesses." 
.'    f^It.  is  to  the  future  conduct  of  the 
; count,. jaignor,  that  I  must  look  foi>  th^ 
sincerity  of  his  sorrow;  I  am  ready  and 
wilHng  to  allow  for  his  irritated  feelings, 
4Uid  the  impetuosity  of  his  temper ;  but  I 
oManot;  till  further  proof  of  his  good  di^ 
poattion^.entarust  the  happiness  of  my  child 

kS 
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••But  you  will  fot  the.part,^ 
don  Geronimo,  *'  ocoept  the  conntf ft  ex- 
cuses^ and.  look  to  his  future  conduct  only 
fcr  the  ^pinioai  yoo  may  fiirm  d£  hki  cha- 
i»«fer.'*"  ■ 

^  So  Aur,-  rignor,  I  will  cxmcede  to  yom 
ftiendly  iiiterpoiitioci.'' 

**  AcDept  my  thanks,*'  said  Ferrara  : 
^'how  gkdly  w<mld  I  Imng  ilie  feuds  be- 
tween- (Jhe  rival  houses  of  Lunn  and  Pe- 
TOllo^  to  the  same  conclusion  J  bath  the 
count  wid  baron  Pandolfina  possess  qua- 
lities and  virtues  which,  under  anry  otber 
iimnes,  they  would  cheerfully  acknow- 
ledge and  sincerely  respect  The  sligfatxvt 
eonciliation  on  the  part  of  count  Luna 
would  even  now,  I  think,  make  don  Gmr 
como  his  friend ;  but  such  principles  have 
been  as^duously  impmited  on  the'  mind 
of  the  former  from  hi«  earliest  youth,  as 
have  made  him,  without  any  fault  of  his 
own.,  incapable  of  admitting  any  feelingis 
of  amity  towards  the  house  of  PercHo. 
Under  tlie  mild  influence  of  an  amiable 
wife,  much  might  be  hoped  firomiimm- 
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jtiiiraUy-gocid  dispositaoB;;  )a9,y.et  he  he^ 
had  il(»ie  about  him  who  have.-veedljr 
urMiMr^  to  promote  this  desirable  te&iit^ 
43fiation :  but  lam  delaying  to  infom^im 
o^jionp Acceptance  of  his  apobgies^^and 
oompoaeihis  mind  upon  the  Subject." -'noa 
Uon  Gnonimo  withdrew,  «id  sooak.ite- 
turoed  with  Sigismund  andAdria^o^ .  : 
>  ^  I.  am  indebted/'  said  the'  fioatner, 
-  ^  both,  to  signor  Ferrara's  Jdnd  uitetees- 
flifOii^  Wid  your  generous  foirgiv^ieas,  boron 
Solanto^  of  the  unintentional  vtolttioa.of 
ivdttdi  I  was.guUty^''  .uja 

.  -'^^  JEjet  it.be^  no  more  rememberedpihiit 
as  ia<  warning  for  the  future,'*  repUed  So- 
laotor^andnow  let  me  beg  your  ki£a#- 
matioB-  on  the  subject  of  a  re^idenoe  €at 
myself  and  femily.''  *      :;.*.» 

:  ^*  I  had  hoped/*  said  Sigismund,  i  ^  tba(t 
my  &ther^Br. friend,  I  fear  I  must  not  yet 
say  mine^  ivould  have  honoured  me. by 
making  my  houses  his  home  durmgi^his 
stay  in'SciaccA.^^  >o>  o1 

:  ^  Believe  me,^re{^ed  the  bamn,  f^Imla 
fully  sensible  of  your  kindness  and  hdi|* 
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pitaUty ;  but  J  find  the  baroiiess-  htiB  wit 

^bean quite  well,  and  would  like  to-be  near 

the  i)ath$;  end  in  case  vre  should  iilti- 

ftddteky  be  more  nearly  connected,  S'thkik 

tit  better  fbr  Costanza  to  be  in  her  "father^ 

house  than  her  lovei^s.     And '  tbough  we 

shall  not  be  exactly  your  guests;  we  sball 

hope  you  will  consider  us  ntost  ieknely 

.united  to.  you  by  every  tie  of  frierldship 

and  regard ;  and  that  you  will  be  as  much 

with  us  Bs  your  inclination  and^Mgi^- 

iments/will  permit" 


•«      ••   i;  .: 


Luna  tried  still  to  persusrietKc' baron 
to  remain  with  him,  but  could  not),  and 
at  last  yielded  to  his  having'  a  separate 
home.  On  considering  about  residences, 
he  said-—"  There  are  several  cassinos  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  are  often  iised  by 
persons  visiting  the  baths;  and  if  your 
excellenza  will  leave  the  affair,  to  me,  I 
will  endeavour  to  learn  to-morrow  what 
houses  are  disengaged,  and  how  you  con 
be  accommodated,  though  by  so  doing  I 
shall  deprive  myself  of  a  long«anticipated 
pleasure." 
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'  ^  *^  I  will:  lesre  it  their  entirely  tei  yta, 
and  win  niyself  gd^to-incmti^,:^idi:Jflie 
1b^M>Dete  aild'CMtemk,  to^  pay  bnr'lrespcets 
tAtfa^6aitMiPlrild6lfitia;'^  <^  '  ?  !;;, 
'  The  iooibnt '  started  ^  Mid  tukn^ 
suppressed  his  rising  anger,  andaaid^  ;hi 
•a  iMArled  totie*^^  If  her  exoeSeixBa*  il' not 
^Yfi(!e  "(retti  she  hadfaettierjniot.beeJKpossd 
tb '  any '  &tig«ie/  and  dohna  Coatamtli)  wUl 
YK)(?«urely  go 'Without  ker;'   r    "  J.  .; 

^^  Though  the  haroness  is  Jiot/qitit^i9B 

^Mlfongaii^'i  wooM  haTeherf'^felUr  I-b<^ 

'isHe:i6^]iiot  .ill;  and  they  ave  fadthei^ttio 

dsf^resk  ? their  gratitHde  >  icm '  the  atfaMtlm^ 

we TiaiwreoeiTed.'*'      ■-  ;•'  Wv  .  c'*"  .-v  r^!  'i.- 

Th^  boiint  appealed  obntehding:  with 

Mi  fMlhigsT,.  w4ieYi  Adhndna  iaiad^^aama 

rettttrfcaboat  ttieifaaifas;'  aiid 'diy«rlied>thF 

<eorivev8at£oit  lo  another  dGAirJsie^  X  SMn^Te- 

kmitno  j(^ic»d^  in*  it ;:  aUd,  after  ;«on»(f tin^ 

the  ^party  separated^' afqvamilfy:  fiw0ftfiil 

^  the '  disagreeiUife  evenfa  whicAi  foa^if!^ 

ediMd  lit  ttieir  former  intavkw*  f^£M»lilK> 

t«^0muah  btoersatisfi^mfh-ecfiilil^  J^tN^ 

^ftttd^fileaMdl  wi|hj[tiwdBAildiie4»>4|^t^^ 
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cifiatiiig  manneiB  of  Fenwtf ; '  but  with 
n^ardto  Adriano^  tha^  wasiaii  appear- 
-^auQ'^di'iatt  wliich  be  eould  iiot.ccHioQBl, 
and  upon  which  tbe'baiBaK  wukjt  not  m- 
4ec^  tvdthoot  B^matiom  Hif  dislike  and 
dislMst; 

When  Lnna  -and  Adria^o^  wei^*  ligfiui 
Itr  private,  tbe-.  Mter^  ^obsdh^ed^-^'  Your 
W^eflensa' exoeeded  nvjn  hope^^^d  tnu$t» 
I  think,  have  remoredi  from  ihe  mind  of 
the'  baron '  everf  impleasaiit  rtoienibtance 
of  tr  hat  Had  .passed ;  !a  Sittle  Bdf-oommand 
Will  win  hfaii  to. our ' wishes ;  hi$  daugbtte* 
and  his  wealth  will  foe  jours,  aAd  the  fate 
of  Perollo  will  hang  upon  your  woudr' 

^  I  would  that  this  visit  loould  be  pre- 
vented;'' said  liana,    ^  or  at  lelist   thai; 
Odstanca  eould'  be  witbheld  from  going/' 
^  Any  sudi :  attempt  would  be  useless^ 
and  therefore  I  tl»nk  impolitic,''  replied 
Adriano;  ^'no  o^osition  being  made  by 
you,  wifl  oonvinoe  Sdbuito  of  your  mo- 
detttiim  and  tempers  we  must  besretfter 
tify  to  emlmiil  the  parties,  and  undermine 
iHitSr'  good  understanding.    It  urilL  be  no 


resist  the'  iMcynadMis  tdf -jhOutl'doiiftde- 
ttilie  fliei^,  ^akled  t^Che  ^pr^icNmMilbiV  the 

favour,  «ttd  th^iM^t^'yiikt^^ctmmiitf  Ml 
fiPbori-to^ftr^teflSr'ytou*^  tine  Kfeaii;  of 
their  6h!y*ciiifel*  -*      ^ 

^"  !l'#buia'^d6taudHr  siaid^  L^ 
recurring  to  the  same  subject,  "  to  ppfifi^t 
C68t3m*&'fi<nte  l4AMng'tJie 'P4roild.>*'  ' 

•*  It  is  vafin  and  fhiitkili  t^'Htteni^  ItT 

aiMw«r«^  JedHano;  '^  i^  will  ^ktisite  $u«- 

pidons  in  the  baron,  and  li^tl^the  fed- 

fhgs  f*Wfciuid-*1rt^6iit'  Wkih  ytiur  <exe^lenza 

•tocottceMT''^-';-'    •■    •  ••  ■■  ••^='\  ■'■•    •'''■^" 

lAinit'  r^ihainefd  somi^  tSitoif  in  wleifetf.- ' 

**'Vfis  ttbtf tHat'^ari'  atttfeWht?'«f 'Uieira 

-BiniBtnf '^ii^^  F^felf^i'"'  itrfad'pais^  us 

In'thi'gfflWy ?»i '  '■••  r.i.;)i';.-.i  -i.i  ?.-.:*, 
<'f  M}i^i<ft'#aiV'A«eat^<lM6  W<'lMfe 
had  tnMijr  cotoi«uiu6atteri*iMtt^  riijr  ^o- 
tH<ET ; '  aomte  ar^rigem^irt8,i^rMttp«|  i^^ilstfS- 
ing"  iStk^  prtipbKJr  ^^'tJHi^  -^a^MMj  <)ta 
Ladlies^V'lii^^ttH«t%t;  W'lMbr>#Jtt^    JA^ 


^  We  shall  aee  D'Amato  won  in  Sd- 
accg,  I  presume,'' .8ai4  Adrians 
r    '^  Pnebably  wejxmfi  btet  he  Js  littie 
-t  aeen,  -  ao^  itiyte^i^ .  aa  you  know,  Ijhi t  -  rardty 
;Ati  the:  aodety  of  ^  the  citizens  here.;.  : 

**  There  are  few  more  devotedly  at- 
tached to  our  house,"  said  Adriano^  ^  or 
'^ho  are  more  mveterate  foes  to  t^e  Fe- 

**  HelSf  I  believe,  a  sincere  and  zealous 
frienidi!*  answered  Luna ;  ^  but  I  some- 
times wish  bis  plans  were  less  mjrsterious 
and  sanguinary." 

"In  all  things,"  replied  Peralta,  "  he 
will  be  found  a  firm  supporter  of  our 
cause ;  his  sword  is  never  backward  to  re- 
venge the. insults  of  the  house  of  Luna." 
.  The  conversation  i  was  here  interrupted, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  evening .  was 
passed  v^ty  pleasantly  to  all  the  party. 

The  Solanto  family  were  received  the 
next  day  at  the  Ca^a  di  PeroUo^ .  with  a 
Qordiality  and  kiDdness  which  made,  them 
feel  at  odace;  ^moiig  firieqds ;  an4  the  ex- 
change from  the  gloomy  state,  of  Luna 
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Casde  made  ibe -oi^ifot «{»  k>f  >  Pfthddt- 
fina's  magnificent  establibhtiieilt'^Ti^n^Mdi^e 
tban^  cominonly  attxiiiGtk^^ib'Stiku^rs. 

IFbe'  baiwi  Sofento  fouttd .  ih  ^^rtiPiSift. 
6cfm6  the  entighteril^  und^taAdihg  alhtd 
%utfvity  cf  tnannerti^fei*  Whicfc  Tie^-%ftaf'to 
<^iaen  lieard'  M^  t^tnB^ke&i'^d'fb^  %i' 
TOtaites  stw  irr  madAn^e  !Pand611Kia  idl  tittKt 
she  retnembered  ib  dighiliedi  bo  i^diiaf^^, 
ianiddetightfUl  in  Victoria  I^c^ 

^he  fiioility  with  which  yoiii!i^  p^]^Iie 
get  aDquainted,  s0cm  led  Ma^j^rita^ioid 
KUaiitsaiM  itito  j^Me  c^^nvensatiiAi. '  ^  F^e- 
»lo6^  libbd^  by  ihem;  uiiwgiik^'tD  ttitiit 
Costanssa  ^ai  th^^  ^caisraal  vii^t<]»,  '^aMfl  ^  "Aft- 
abl^,  ifrcUf  6i^hr6doutae^  !6f  ^fe^lbi^/more 
4eefp\y ' tdari'  he '  oug^^  to  daim  *%e>^ri- 
tii^te^hid  kngerae4HaintiBM<te>/^i^  hie 
was  so  happy  to  see  her  in'Perotti^  Ctttle, 
tlMttd  bvt^y  btte  biit  hei^e^lM^  lalked 
cwith'^Veni  mdre  thdii'  his  usual'  Mfi^BXHi 
-atliiflatimK^  -ij-M''-'-*.  •"■  i..  ■•>  -.•••••>  v.n  rrt 
'  In  the  ^uiM  <6f  eonversatiott,  ti)M  Ikk 
YOness  PandoUhia  asked   Sblanto  -  if '  ihe 
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intwded  majipngi  Luna  C^tle  his  Jbome 
,,V>»Je  in  Seipcoa  ?  : 

v.  Ij^'<  heiaoswet^dl,  .^M  could  have  |m^ 
vailc^  m  niy  wl£  to  do  any  thing  ^previous 
!fr>  paywg  my  ;^respe0»  here,  I  diould 
bavcitbe^n  Dqw.iuiisg^r^raf  q  re^Qiic^.for 
pur8e^e3t:  where  we  oau  indepfoidqnUy  {9ee 
-all  i  our  fwpd*  ;  I  timkJ  sfc^  jo-efer:  the 
yj^iqity  .of  the  hatha ;  the  aituation  I  un- 
derstapd  i«i  good  fi>r  hunting,  of  wbieh  I 
Am^p?rbap0  a  Uttte  too  fond» :  ai>d  foy^.not 
ibfwg.qiiit?  in  th0  oity,  Iv^AlLbct^mofe 
ahle^to  qh^ose  my  society,,  .whi^  m  I 
im^y  prob^y  in  future  be  much  herei 
will  :b^  a  gresat  pcnnt  in  comioxtJ^ 
;w.fV- Will  you  allow  me,"  said  Fandolfina, 
^  to  offei!!  you  a  cassino  which  1  have;  it 
ia  particularly  well  situate4  in  the  valley 
where  the  springs  rise  ?" 
>j^^  1  d(^ubt,"  replied  Solanto^  "  1  must, 
in  this  instance,  decline  your  kindness ; 
for  my  friend  don  Sigismund  is  so  jealous 
4)f  my  being  obliged  to  any  one  but  him- 
a^lf,:  that  in  this  I  must  indulge  him,  and 


•^ 
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liie  itvmgement  'x£  wtevy  i-tfalng  [to 

Don  Giacomo  smiled,  and  said-^  I^can 
wAt  imKgine  that  couht  Luna)  wiaild  not 
paHicukity  wish  «iny  of  hisi  ftiendis  to  h^ 
obliged  to  me;  periuips  - II /shoulder ftel 
something  of  the  ^miM  wtt  knyseif^  ^  botf  I 
shall  more  than  ever  ^exeerate' his  pdfriscKs, 
if  they  make  thifr  unhappy  £?)3^^intO'fin 
fiffmoyanoe  to >ydu.^»  ^-     ^      f  :  '^ 

^  Do  yc^ 'tiMthiiikvdon  <Siacoi»o^^v^^ 

«h^  bffiramegs  ^  Solfthtb^  <  *^  >that  ihel  libeiftted 
captives^  aiidilMi^  to  ^ivliom  hfi^itusistiiliiis 
been  iheMsoFed.  #Mii  th^eta^  bugkt  td  give 
^me  imhHi; 'defi^^m^ 
^ttidfe  to  Hea1^vfi»  ^Motoipdlsvtlcm^  hi 
^tH^^beHa!f?'^"^^'-^-'»»'''-^^f   *'•'  •i/i-f^^^'rra 

•<Ma^  «*«&iiiljr,i  tftaa4ni^>ll«^^ 
cavaTfef  Ilie^c^B^'triitk  ^'be  6nii«e^, 
wfe  hftd^  Bettefcr  i^riih|*j,  ftbfr  art^rtrifiie 
what  we  shall^db^iff yft^i^fii^aMVa!';  ^A 
he  come*;  P  Will*  IW  ]^^uXfcnoW-  anfi>  we 
wilt  then  Btifkii^&^^'^hi^^is^^ 
your  wished" -'^•■;  -^^J--^"-"' 
Margw^tlBi^  ^  exj^iresi^ 
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the '  heron^  fm  his  unwearied,  attention  to 
the  feelings  of  all  within  his  sphere  of 

'^action.   ''*•■■■  *>■■<• 

In  the  course  of  their  visit»  the  Solantos 
were  introduced  to  don  Fado^  and  several 

i  Dtheirs  of  the  FerAllo  family,  with  whose 

}  mailnjers  ^iid  appearance  the  baron  was 
inuidi.  {deased»  ^ and  most  particularly  with 

r  the  gentleoaanlike  jnod^ration  with  which 
Pandolfina,  his  son,  and  ^;  the  family, 

!;spolg^ of  Luna an4  biisi  oipt^^r.    ... 

1 ::  jThei  i  ladies^  did  ^  not  foiiget  .particular  in- 

^^qtiiries  after  sigttorPignatelli^  and  their 
interest  in  him  w^s  greatly  increased^  by 
hearing  of  the  expedition  in  which  his  ac- 
:tive  httmanityibad  epgaged  him.  After 
partaking  of  refreshments, .  md  sts^ing 
long  enoQgh  to  depart,  with  regret,  the 
baron  reminded  the  ladies  that  they  had 
far  outstaid  the  usual  length  of  visits,  and 

r  .they  r^rned  to  liuna  Castle. 

'  On  the  >way;  to  their  chamber,  the  la- 
dies encountered  in  the  gallery  a  tall  cava- 
lier, whom  Costanza  immediately  recog- 
nised as  the  person  she  had  seen  on  the 


:l 
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night  of  her  arrival  iii'Sciai^ca.   He  passed 
them  with  a  silent  salutation,  and  entored 
the  apartments  of  the  countess^ ,  The  ba^ 
roness  took  but  little  notice  of  himi,.  their  i 
attendants  knew  nothing  of  him,  and  Cos? 
tansa  finding  it  impossible  to  persuade  herr 
mother  that  there  was  any  thing  wond^t: 
ful  or '  mysterious  in  liis  appearance,  or.  in 
his  visit  to  the  castle,  she  seated  hevself 
quietly  to  her  embroidery,   revolving  in 
her  mind  the  circumstances  of  their  inter- 
view  with   the  family-  of  Perollo;    and 
could  not  avoid  contrasting  its  varioiM 
memb^^  with  those  of  the  race  of  Luna, 
to  the  no  small  disadvantage  of  the  latter. 
There  was  much  in  don  Sigismund  him*  > 
self  that  she  liked,  and  she  could  not- he^  I 
feding  grateful  for  his  admiration  and  re- 
spect for  her;  and  she  thought  that  if  his  . 
mottier  was  like,  the  baroness  PandoMi^^ . 
and  his.  friends  like  don  Giacomo  Petollo^ 
dOn.;Paolo,  and  Gaetano,  she  should  fed 
le»  iEdaiin  at  fiking  herself  witihin  the. , 
spiim«  of' their  influence;  but  that  be,  with  ^^ 
alt  4fae  great  Hii^^  whidt  she 
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the  W    ^  ^  him,  should  ^' 

the/^  ^ofUsx^ 

^aiKlue  every  ainia^ 
,;  and  that  instead  of  repairing 
in  any  degree,  the  absence  of  her  own  i. 
dulgent  parents,  she  would  be  to  her  a 
perpetual  ofcgect  of  disgust  and  terror-she 
felt  that  she  had  not  courage  to  beoome 
the  wife  of  Sigismund. 

She  looked  oxx  the  countenance  of  \a 
mother,  and  thought  that  ho;ivever  mudi 
she  had  loved  her  before^  it  was  only  now 
that  she  appreciated  the  meekness  of  spirit 
which  was  her  peculiar  characteristic ;  ste 
had  sometimes  thought  she  wanted  eneiOT 
to  repel  the  injuries  to  which  mildnea 
and  slowness  to  take  offence  sometimes 
expose  their  possessors ;  but  now  that  she 
saw  pride,  violence,  and  unjdelding  sdf- 
Idve,  without  the  veil  of  politeness  and 
grace,  which  frequently  blinds  us  to  thsir 
natural  deformity,  she  wondered  haw  :she 
had  ever  tolerated  «ttQh  qualitiei^  and  felt 


a  teqiper^  wd  influencing  su^b  a  3^ 
will ;:  but  still  she  coqld^not  h^p  QOQ^paring 
him; With,  Perollo,  and. in  the.  comparison 
count:  Luna  always  lost ; ,       ( 

As  Costaiiza  was  not  without  oommon 
sense,  and  bad  been  educated  by  a  mother, 
wh(^e  cool  .imagination  and  nice  sense  of 
propriety  ai^d  delicacy  peculiarly  fitted  h^ 
for  the  task,  there  was  no  danger  of  her 
fancying  herself  in  love,  upon  such  slight 
grounds,  or  that  because  Ferollo  evidently 
admired  her,  he  would  be  wretched  to  see 
her  given  to  another,  or  tormented  by 
lasting  regrets.  Still  she  did  not  recol- 
lect, that  while  there  remained  the  least 
chance  of  her  becoming  the  wife  of  count 
Luna,  she  was  doing  wrong  to  encourage 
any  comparison  to  his  disadvantage. 


•  *• 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Thlnk'ftt  thou  there  are  no  serpents  in  the  world 

But  those  who  slide  al(»Dg  the  grassy  sod. 

And  sting  the  luckless  foot  which  presses  them  ? 

There  are  who  in  the  paths  of  social  life 

Do  bask  their  spotted  skins  iii^foituue's  sun. 

And  sting  the  suuL  Joanna  fiiiiLLiE. 

Th£  countess  Cakabellotta  received  her 
visitor  with  an  air  of  sullen  displeasure, 
and  commanded  her  attendant  to  retire 
into  the  galtery,  and  see  that  no  one  en^ 
tered  even  the  antichamber  of  ho*  apart- 
ment till  she  had  given  farther  orders. 
**  The .  barone  della  Bardia  and  myself," 
she  said,  **  have  private  business  to  transk 
act;  let  me  have  no  interruption  from 
any  one  wt^atever.*^ 

;  The  barone  seated  himself  without  any 
regard  to.  the  lad^^  and  as  she  secured  the 

VOL.  II.  L 
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*  door,  observed — "  You  do  well,  madamf 
to  guard  against  the  curiosity  of  those 
about  you  ;  had  you  always  acted  with  so 
much  caution,  I  had  never  .thought  of 
seizing  your  confidant^  nor  made  myself 
the  arbiter  of  your  destiny/* 

"  How  long  will  the  unhappy  Pietro 
linger  in  his  hopeless  confinement  ?"  asked 
the  countess. 

"  Spite  of  your  prayers,  madam,  he  may 
live  many  years ;  so  necessary  a  witness  is 
sure  to  be  well  attended,  in  case  I  should 
find  it  politic  to  expose  your  dark  acts  of 
murder  and — — '' 

"  Hush !  hush !  you  know  the  fatal  se- 
cret, and  I  need  no  repetition  of  your  in- 
fonnation.'' 

"  Well,  madam,  my  eternal  silence  is 
to  be  purchased  by  your  compliance  with 
my  demand ;  sign  an  order  to  the  abbess 
of  Santa  Caterina  to  deliver  into  my  hands 
the  lady  Francisca,  publicly  acknowledge 
her  rank,  resign  the  portion  which  belongs 
to  her,  and  the  head  of  Pietro  shall  be  a 


IMVJL  AND  PEROIXO.  919 

iluptial  present  from  your  kinsman,  Delia 
Bardia,^ 

(  "  I  have  already,  at  your  request,'*  said 
the  countess,  "  prohibited  the  cxNnpletkm 
of  her  vows ;  why  not  take  this  earnest  of 
my  future  intentions,  and  ^ve  up  the 
pledges  you  hold  ?  All  I  wish  is  to  secure 
the  marriage  of  count  Sigismund  with  the 
heiress  of  Solanto ;  and  were  the  existence 
of  Francisca^  known,  her  claims  might 
break  off  the  treaty,  and  destroy  the  fu- 
ture prospects  of  my  son.  I  have  pro- 
mised that  Francisca  shall  be  your  wife» 
hut  why  insist  on  rfay  proclaiming  her 
birth  and  origin  ?  her  dower  shall  be  paid ;  • 
the  money  this  Costanza  brings  will  make 
the  sacrifice  of  less  importance ;  but  do 
tK>t,  signor,  drive  me  to  this  open  dedar  -. 
ration ;  do  not  impede  this  unioa^  so  bene- 
ficial to  our  family." 

^^  Delia  Bardia,  signora,  does  not  intend 
to  take  a  nameless  bride,  nor  does  he  feel 
inclined  to  tru^t  your  excellen^a^s  word ; 
were  I  di^sed  to  resign  the  power  I  pps. 
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sess  over  your  high  spirit,  I  might  expect 
the  fate  I  should  so  justly  merit,  and  some 
confidant,*  like  Pietro,  would  be  found  to 
help  me  on  the  way  by  which — = — ^" 

**  I  will  not  be  insulted  by  this  inso- 
lence, signor  barone,**  said  the  lady,  im* 
patiently  interrupting  him;  "were  I  to 
brave  you  to  a  disclosure,  I  have  friends^ 
whose  influence  and  high  authority  would 
bear  me  through,  despite  of  your  aceu« 
sations.'*  ' 

Delia'  Bardia  replied  only  by  an  insult- 
ing laugh. 

"And,"  she  added,  "  your  witnesses,  I 
might  assert,  are  only  slaves  suborned  to 
aid  your  malice  and  revenge." 

•  *^By  an^order  under  your  own  hand,  lady, 
I  |>rocured  from  the  abbess  of  Santa  Caterina 
certain  records,  which,  if  produced,  would 
cover  with  eternal  shame  all  those  who  are 
concerned  in  the  dark  proceeding  to  which 
they  relate.  I  have  myself  experienced 
the  severity  of  Giacomo  PeroUo;  think 
you  uot  that  he  would  assist  in  laying  be- 
fore  the  viceroy  the  documents  which  are 
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in  iny  power  ?  and  for  the  high  coimexidnfc 
of  your  exeellenza,  it  may  possibly  hap^ 
pen  that  the  influence  of  pqpe  Clement 
would  be  exerted  rather  to  punish,  than 
conceal  the  evil  deeds  I  might  disclose. 
But  I  wish  not  to  urge  you  to  this  despet- 
rate  trial ;  I  propose  to  you  no  disgiace* 
ful  alliance ;  yoiur  kinsman,  Delld  Bardia^ 
is  no  improper  match  ef  en  for  Frsincisea;^ 

*•  Francisca,**  answered  the  countess, 
**  is  bent  on  taking  the  veil,  and  an  e±eit 
tion  of  all  our  power  will  be  required  t6 
restrain  her ;  why  compel  me  to  the  cruelty 
of  forcing  her  inclinations?"  v/ 

**  The  tenderness  of  the  countess  Caltai 
bellotta  may  well  be  an  obstacle  *  to-*  m^ 
wishes,''  said  the  barone,  with  a  aneerj 
"  she  who  for  sixteen  years  hasimmuted 
her  victim  in  such  a  convent  as  that  fiif 
Santa  Caterina.  I  tell  you,  signora,  I  wiU 
be  obeyed,  and  instantly^"  :  ^'ro- 

*^  You  must  then  issue  your  oommahdd 
to  some  tamer  spirit  than  that  .'whicfe 
Maria  di  Luna  possesses:  maHgntotrvik 
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kdn!  w}iat  demon  prompted  your  detested 
policy  to  penetrate  my  secret  actions?*' 
exdaimed  the  countess,  in  a  paroxysm  of 
rage. 

*^  Interest  and  ambition,  signora,  Iiave 
been  my  principal  inducements ;  circuna- 
stances  liaTe  made  me  the  master  of 
your  dctions ;  I  come  not  here  to  listen  to 
your  abuse,  and  %com  the  accusations  of 
a  murderess.  You  are  in  my  power,  and 
J:  shall  use  the  influence  I  possess,  as  best 
befits  my  inclination  and  designs."*  ^ 

The  coolness  with  which  her  vehemence 
was  met  rendered  the  countess  nearly 
frantic;  she  stamped  furiously  upon  the 
floor,  and  ordered  Delia  Eardia  to  quit  hef 
presence.  / 

*  **  I  shall  do  no  such  thing,"  he  answer- 
ed, with  the  utmost  indifference ;  •*  I  have 
ick)  much  regard  for  the  honour  of  your 
son,  the  chicftahi  of  our  house,  to  bring 
on  him  such  a  degradation  as  the  exposure 
cf  his  mother's  infamy,  and  will  therefor^ 
wait  till  a  short  time  for  reflection  has  re^ 


LUNA  AND  PEROLLO.  223 

Stored  your  excellenza  to  reason  and  convt 
posure.  You  must  acknowledge  my  g&E 
nerous  forbearance.'*  . . 

"  Insulting  ruffian  T  ejaculated  the 
countess. 

*^  Let  me  have  no  more  such  language^ 
madam,  or  I  depart,  and  by  to-morrow's 
sun  shall  drag  you  forth  to  public  shame 
and  punishment ;  you  bast  know  how  you 
can  omfront  the  testimony  of  Pietro  di 
Fomi." 

**  Only  give  me  a  few  days  delay,"  said 
the  countess,  *^  and  when  Sigismund  has 
insured  his  prize,  I  will  grant  all  your 
demands." 

♦*  Really,  signora,  your  spirit  seems  in- 
clined to  yield  to  circumstances." 

"  1  do  not  refuse  to  give  Francisca  to 
you,"  continued  the  lady ;  "  I  want  not 
to  withhold  her  portion ;  but  why  should 
I  proclaim  her  birth,  and  who  will  be- 
lieve the  tale  ?" 

^^  Who  shall  dare  to  doubt  it  ?"  said 
Delia  Bardia ;  **  the  evidence  to  back  your, 
assertion  is  lumple  and  conclusive^    You 
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may  make  your  story  as  favourable  to 
yourself  as  drcumstances  wiU  pernut 
Don  Sigismund  has  long  beoi  accustomed 
in  all  things  to  think  and  act  as  you  di- 
rect. Francisca  herself  is  ignorant  of  hei 
story,  and  my  end  once  answered,.  I  re- 
quire no  more*  Your  excellenza  may  ar- 
range the  details  of  the  discovery  even  as 
you  will.** 

"  Why,  signor^  then  refuse  me  the 
proof  of  confidence  I  ask,  and  still  retain 
Pietro  in  your  power  ?  why  should  we 
not  act  as  friends  and  allies^  from  this  time 
forth  ?" 

"  We  know  each  other,  lady,  somewhat 
too  well ;  our  intercourse,  founded  on  fear 
on  your  side  and  interest  on  mine,  is 
likely  to  have  but  little  confidence  on 
either  hand.  Gladly  I  know  your  excel- 
lenza  would  greet  the  sight  of  Delia 
Bardia's  lifeless  body ;  I  know  myself  the 
object  of  your  deadly  hatred  and  incessant 
dread ;  and  but  that  my  death  would  spread 
your  secret  wide  abroad,  I  had  not  now 
the  power  of  making  your  spirit  bend  to 
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my  widics?; '  neither  yottr  'vicfle»oe>  nor 
your  hypocrisy  will  havA  weight  Jwfth  tn^y 
I  equally  despise  them  both.    Youi^avr^ 
instrument  whom  I  shaU  use  6n  all^cil^ 
sions  as  events  may  make  most  needfit^ 
and  at  your  peril  you  may  disobey  me;'!'^ 
The  countess  sat  silent  and  thoughtfuL 
•*  I  am  come,  lady,"  he  continued^  **  for 
your  final  answer,  and  shall  not  ^depait 
without  it ;   give  up  Francisca  and  h» 
dower,  ^ixid  acknowledge  her  as  a  daughter 
of  the  bouse  from  which  ^he  is  descended;*' 
*'  For  a  few  days,  Accursi,  let  me  de- 
lay, and  I  will  act  in  all  things  as  you 
wish."  :  • 

"I  am  not  to  be  trifled  with,"  he ian- 
swered ;  "  I  grant  the  respite  you  require ; 
but  at  the  expiration  of  a  fortiught  yodfr 
engagements  must  punctually- be  fulfilled, 
or  my  secrecy  is  no  longer  secured. 
I  am  already  weary  of  delay.  Your- 
self and  Adriano  have  promised  that  my 
wrongs  should  meet  redress  from  couijt 
Luna  and  his  friends.  It  is  now  many 
montlis  since  the  execrated  tyrant  drove 

L  S 
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vie  cUsgfiitied  md  pUiridered  ;fiom  my  o£- 

jBee.1  The  oAly  tie  which  has  held  me 

(from  revenge,  has  been  the  hc^e  that  the 

.^iwlfl  daily  heaped  upon  our  house  would 

Jpve  me '  such  a  band  of  auxiliaries,  that 

we  might  exterminate  PeroUo's  name* 

.;    **  In  this,"  replied  the  countess,  •*  you 

tcaii  accuse  neither  myself  nor  Gteronimo 

"Peralta ;  we  wait  but  the  completion  of 

these  nuptials,  and  with  the  added  strength 

and  wealth  of  the  Solantos,  when   we 

'  ^all  give  way  to  Sigismund*s  impatient 

spirit,  you  may  sate  your  thirst  for  ven- 

geance  to  the  full." 

•*  I  would  have  reached   the  heart  of 

Giacomo  through  the  idol  of  his  love  and 

: vanity,   the  lieir  of  their  detested  race; 

but  events  have  untowardly  prevented 

me,**  said  Accursi. 

"  Why  not  await  the  hour  when  our 
united  foes  shall  overwhelm  them  ?** 

"  Death,"  he  answered,  "  liowever  lin- 
gering, is  a  mercy  I  should  not  feel  dis- 
]M)sed  to  grant  to  Pandolfina,  till  I  had 
.robbed  him  c^  all  that  made  life  valuable ; 
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iDy  deep  hatred  is  not  to  be  appeased  by 
one  act  of  slaughter.  I  would  tear  his 
heart's'  affections  piecemeal;  would  but* 
cher  daily  all  he  Wed ;  and  when  I  found 
he  had  nothing  more  in  the  world  to  loVe 
or  lose,  dismiss  him  in  torments  to  the 
grave." 

The  countess  gazed  at  Delia  Bardia,  bdt 
spoke  not  Inhuman  and  malicious  as 
her  nature  was,  she  trembled  to  think 
to  what  a  wild  demoniac  spirit  her  crimes 
had  made  her  subject. 

With  a  fiend- like  laugh  he  continued—-. 
**  Your  excellenza  may,  perchance,  feel 
flattered  at  this  confidence,  this  disclosure 
of  my  thoughts  and  wishes ;  you  dare  not; 
if  you  would  betray  them ;  and  the  know* 
ledge  of  my  determined  nature  may  be 
a  usdiil  lesson  to  secure  your  obedience.'* 
"  You  have  reproached  me,'*  replied  the 
Countess,  "  for  one  act  of  passion  and  re* 
venge,  have  threatened  to  expose  it  to  the 
world,  and  yet,  without  hesitation,  dare 
avouch  such  Sentiments  as  these." 
**  I  care  not  for  your  crimes,"  gaid  the 
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baron,  ''  had  they  been  of  ten  times 
iieeper  dye;  but  I  well  know  your  dread 
of  infamy ;  I  know  the  terror  whicb  you 
feel  at  bringing  shame  upon  the  house  of 
Luna,  and  how  gladly  you  would  make 
any  sacrifice  to  save  count  Sigismund  the 
dire  disgrace  of  having  his  mother  proved 
a  murderess.** 

The  countess  trembled,  and  in  a  tone 
subdued  by  fear,  implored  him  not  to 
raise  his  voice  so  high. 

"  I  have  found  the  master-key  to  all 
your  excellenza's  actions,**  he  continued, 
*'  and  shall  use  my  power  with  no  more 
pity  than  poor  Francisca  yet  has  found,  or 
the  more  liapless *' 

"  Hush !  why  torture  me  by  these  un- 
ceasing  and  useless  repetitions?  I  have 
for  the  present  engaged  to  do  all  that  you 
demand,  to  forward  your  views  in  every 
way,  and  only  claim  a  slight  return  ii) 
asking  silence." 

"  1  shall  now  lea\e  you,"  said  Delia 
Bardia,  *Vand  shall  probably  soon  visit 
Santa  Caterira,  where  should  I  find  that 
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any  secret  influence  has  been  exerted  tp 
instigate  an  opposition  to  my  wishes  in 
Francisea,  your  excellenza  knows  on  whom 
the  punishment  will  fall;  she  shall  bfs 
mine,  though  force  should  be  jpequired  to 
drag  her  to  the  altar;  and  as  such  a  mea- 
sure would  create  in  her  an  indelible  avei^- 
sion,  all  must  be  done  by  your  ccnnmandb 
signora,  her  kind  maternal  frie&d*  I  sh^U 
now  give  you  time  to  reflect  upon  the 
manner  in  which  you  choose  to  make 
these  great  discoveries  pfyWic." 

D*Amato  rose  and  vrrapped  his  cloak 
around  him,  the  lady  wsftcbed  bis  motions^ 
and  anxious  to  be  reUeved  from  the  prer 
sence  of  an  object  so  feared  ai|d  so  detest- 
ed,  forbore  detaining  Wm  by  eny  new 
remarks;  and  when  be  strode , from  hw 
chamber,  she  felt  her  spirit  revive  withia 
her.  i 

For  some  time  after  his:dep£trture,  she 
sat  silently  meditating  on  the,  situation  tp 
which  she  was  reduced;  the  tyranny  to 
which  her  crimes  had  made  her  subject, 
became  daily  more  insupportable. . .  Shg 


'BSO  THE  FEUBS  OF 

had  found  Aeeufsi  rise  from  one  demand 
to  another^  and  felt  that  when  all  that  he 
now  required  should  be  granted,  it  was 
probable  he  might  still  choose  to  keep  h^ 
in  dependence  on  his  will,  and  that  she 
should  for  ever  be  subject  to  his  insults 
and  extortion ;  any  thing  she  felt  was  pre- 
ferable  to  this ;  and  she  almost  resolved  to 
cut  him  <^  by  some  unexpected  blow ; 
the  threats  which  he  held  forth  of  her  se- 
cret being  published  after  his  death,  was 
the  only  tie  which  had  hitherto  restrained 
her  from  following  this  course;  but  her 
«pirit  during  their  last  conversation  had 
been  worked  up  to  a  pitch,  which  over- 
powered the  dictates  of  prudence,  or  the 
remonstrances  of  fear.     Unsupported  by 
his  personal  weight,  the  evidence  he  might 
leave  behind  him,  she  hoped,  would  be 
CTushed  by  the  influence  and  power  she 
possessed ;  and  were  Delia  Bardia  in  his 
grave,  she  thought  she  should  not  fear  the 
power  of  any  human  being. 

The  object  of  her  alarm  being  no  longer 
before  her,  and.  her  fiiry  excited  to  a  de- 
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^ee,  wbidi  even  she  bsd  scaroAy  knowii, 
the  countess  forgot  every  thing  but  thp 
insults  she  had  Kceived;  and  the  degra- 
dation which  she  dreaded ;  at  idl  hassardi^, 
she  determined  on  an  attempt  to  free  hei^ 
self  from  her  present  slavery ;  todls  Were 
not  wanting,  nor  was  she  ignorant  where 
to  seek  them ;  and  in  defiitnce  of  the  post^ 
humous  vengeaneef  ha  denoui^cedy  the 
4eath  of  Delia  Bardia  #as  resolved  uppn. 

The  meeting  between  the  cavalier  Lan^ 
clolini  and  his  daughter  was  a  scene  in 
which  all  the  powers  of  des<^ption  must 
fail,  and  was  witnessed  ortty  by  the  baro- 
ness  Pandolfina,  who,  as  soon  as*  they  had 
recovered  from  the  first  effects  of  their  joy, 
lef  I  them  to  indulge,  without  interfuptioii, 
in  the  feelings  so  powerfully  excited. 

When  he  had  in  some  degree  recovered 
his  equanimity^  the  cavalier  expressed  his 
cflbligations  tb  don  Giacomo,  in  a  tone  of 
warm  and  manly  gratitude ;  and  Pandol- 
fina  obtained  from  him  a  promise  to  re* 
main  at  the  castte  for  as  great  a  length  df 
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.time  as  the  eoimnand^-m-chief  would 
permit;  .  <  r  . 
.  **  We  xmj:  soon,"  said  the  chieflaiR, 
.^  expect  the  .return  of  Gaetaifo  from  hk 
-ehivakous  expedition  to  the  African  shores, 
•and  ihtend  to  join  with  the  family  of  the 
.foaron  Sotanto  in  a  public  festival  of  thanks- 
givmg '  for  the  happiness  with  which  Pro- 
videqce  has  marked  the  last  few  days,  in 
giving  freedom  to  our  captive  country- 
men.*^ : 

!  Landolini  acquiesced  in  the  opinion  of 
all  parties  on  the  subject,  and  the  return 
of  Pignatelli  tvas  only  wanting  to  fix  the 
.day  when,  the  processiom  should  take  place. 
.Nor  was  this  long  delayed ;  the  sliort  time 
,he  had  been  detained  in  Tunis^  and  the 
favourable  passage  be  had  made,  both  on 
his  voyage  thither  and  on  his  return,  soon 
restored  him  to  the  wishes  of  his  friends. 

Two  or  three  days  after  the  arrival  of 
.don  Vincentio,  as  the  party  in  Perollo 
.Castle  were  assembled  at  their  usual 
.amusements,  they  heard  an  exclamation 
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of  joy  fibm  the  ^dul^reh,  who  ilere  jday^ 

ing  in  the  gaUeiy.         ^  '  ' 

*^  I  should  almost  hope  that  was  cattsed 
by  the  return  of  iGaetano/'  said  Fed^rico, 
advanciog  to  the -doidr^^whiehF^Figniitelli 
entered  at  the  BMmeilt  ;^  his  ^eye  caught 
a  view  of  Landolini,  and  instantly  thrown* 
ing  himself  into  the  arms^^  Eederico,  he 
exclaimed — "  Santa  Vii^^ne!  ihow  can.  I 
see  the  unhappy  father  with  smkh  news  aa 
Ibringr  .  ^ 

"My  dear  Gaetano,  recorder  yourself; 
donna  Marguerite  is:  safe.*^-  ;v 

"  No^  no!  do  not.  deceiiie. 'Inm^  Fede^ 
rieo!  I  saw  her  lifeless  body  >  stretched  on 
the  bed  of  death.*^  ^  ; ;  ?. 

By  this  time  dil  the  party  c  Were  assem* 
bled  round  them^  and :  ILiioid^ni  said— ^ 
"  My  dear  young  friend^  1  never  can  ac- 
knowledge, as  I  ought,  this  unprecedented 
kindness ;  here  is  my  child';  she  too  must 
everi  feel  your  gen^t>us  exertions  in  our 
cause.**  •  ^-  ^'  *  • 


Pignatelli  looked  Uf^   ^  if  he  could 
scarcely  credit  what  he  heard^  ind  saw  lean* 
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inguponLandoliiuabetatiiiilgiri,  wbrn 
oountenanee  shewed,  by  its  deep  intei^ 
in  the  8oen^  that  it  must  be  Marguerita. 
By  d^reet  he  recoreied  liia  oomposare, 
>nd  the  remainder  of  the  evening  passed 
with  file  greatest  chearfulness,  the  adven* 
turet  cxf  tiie  young  tcaTeller  affording  in- 
finite amusement  to  his  friends. 

Sdanto  having  received  information 
from  don  Giaoomo  that  all  the  parties  in- 
terested were  now  arrived,  mentioned 
their  intention  to  count  Luna^  who  ex- 
cased  himself  from  participating  in  thd 
ceremonies  which  were  to  take  place  upon 
the  day  of  thanksgiving,  on  the  grounds 
of  his  being  unable  to  join  in  any  arrange^ 
ments  which  were  to  take  place  under  the 
control  of  Ferollo ;  but  assured  the  baron, 
that  he  most  sincerely  partook  in  the  ge^ 
neral  joy  of  the  occasion,  leaving  it  to  his 
friend  and  adviser,  Adriano,  to  endeavour 
to  break  off  the  growing  cordiality  be* 
tween  his  guest  and  don  Giacomo,  tak- 
ing  an  opportunity  to  leave  them  together, 
after  be  had  thus  made  his  apologies  for 
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tiot  joining  in  the  prooesinQii,  wfaidi  h^ 
thought  the  fiuiiily  might  profaaUy  ex^ 
pect. 

When  Sigismund  had  quitted  the  roonn 
Peralta  observed,  that  it  wis  rather  sim 
gular  for  don  Giacomo  to  make  so  public 
a  parade  of  the  services  heepnadered  him^ 
self  to  have  rendered  to  the  baron  Solanto^ 
which  seemed,  in  fact,  to  have  been  entirdrjr 
the  effect  of  the  capricious  generosity  of 
tlie  infidel  chie£  « 

''  You  h^ve  till  lately,  signor^"  he  saidi 
f^  been  a:stmt^ef  totfaie^piitateehilracter 
pf  Perollo,  or  your  great  penetration  must 
have  discovered  the  anrogant  assumption 
which,  in  every  in$teiBee,  he  advattceis  to 
6xalt  the  merit  of  his  trifling  civilities ; 
the  ostentatious  display  (^  his  naval  oom^ 
mand  was  certainly  a  fbitonatb  drcum^ 
stance  for  your  excellens^ ;  but  it  by  no 
means  entitles  him  to  the  sort  of  deference 
be  presumes  to  dedare  thatl^ shall iKipeeft 
from  you**^  ,   .  •  / 

;.  '^And  does  the. baron  Pandolfiba.tak« 


eS6  TH£  TEXJDB  OF 

this  ungenerous  advantage  of  the  debt  of 
gratitude  I  ow>e  him  ?"  asked  Solanta, 

"  I  was  not  present  at  the  time,"  anr 
swered  Adriaho;'  ^  but  in  a  public  assem- 
bly of  the  nobles  of -thie  city,  he  arrogantly 
boasted  that  the  obligations  he  had  con- 
ferred upon  you  must  ensure  your  at- 
tachment  to  miy  measure  he  might  ehoose 
to  propose.** 

•*  This  would  be  a  heavy  price  to  pay 
even  for  my  liberty,"  said  Solanto,  •*  if  such 
bondage  oould  be  designated  by  the  name," 

**  By  artful  conduct  like  this,  he  has  re- 
ducedagreat  part  of  the  nobles  of  Sciacca 
to  a  stateof  most  intolerable  servitude,  and 
lords  it  over  all  with  imperious  tyranny." 
Adriano  paused  for  an  instant,  and  looked 
stedfastly  at  Solanto,  who  continued  si- 
lent, and  concealed  what  was  passing 
within  him.  His  companion  went  on — 
**  Your  excellenza  might  purchase  the 
eternal  gratitude  of  all  around  u$»  show 
your  own  independence,  and  eventually 
serve  don  Giacomo  himself^  whose  pride 
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smd  insolence,  unless  they  meet  with  d^ 
speedy  check,  must  lead  him  on  to  ruin- 
and  destniction;  the  oppression  he  is 
guilty  of  will  one  day  cause  a  reaction, 
and  I  tremble  for  the  consequences ;  but 
by  adding  your  exertions  to  those  of  don 
Sigismund,  this  pride  might  be  humbled, 
and  the  effects  of  his  tyranny  counter*: 
acted/' 

"  My  power  in  Sciacca,'*  answered  So- 
lanto,  **  can  be  of  no  avail  to  strengthen' 
any  party." 

"  But  the  influence  of  your  name,  sig- 
nor,  your  interest  with  the  reigning  powers, 
might  be  employed  in  our  behalf*  At  all 
events,!  hope  you  will  not  allow  him  the 
triumph  of  exhibiting  to  his  partisans 
your  illustrious  person  in  his  train,  nor 
expose  the  baroness  and  donna  .Costanzai 
to  the  band  of  ruffians  by  wbich  this  Gia^^ 
como  is  always  surrounded.7  .j .  i  / . . > 

"  Allow  me,"  said  Solairto,  "  to  reqtiestr 
the  pres^oe  of  count  Luna.*^ 

Peralta  x>^usedi ;  and  ^the  baron  .witli- 
df»win£^^  seiit  a  .servant  torb^g  that  Son : 
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Sigisnuind  would  jom  Mm ;  mrfaen  he  re* 
tunied,  Adriano  oontmued— ^*  I  felt  as- 
sured that  when  your  excellenza  knew  the 
insufferable  pretoiskms  c£  don  Ciaoomo, 
you  would  mstantly  renounce  all  inter* 
course  with  him;  hi^as  the  name  of  the 
l^aron  Solanto  stands .  in  the  eyes  of  £u« 
rof>e»  it  would  be  no  small  triumj^  to 
their  party,  to  see  him,  even  as  a  neutral, 
amongst  them ;  but  they  could  not  hope 
that  such  discrimination  would  long  be* 
deceived  by  their  shallow  pretences," 
.  Count  Luna  entered  the  apartment. 

*^  I  was  wrong,  signor,"  said  Solanto, 
advancing  towards  him,  "  in  the  harsh 
treatment  I  bestowed  somewhat  too  rashly, 
I  hope,  on  your  vdiemence  against  my 
friend  the  baron  Pandolfina;  (Adriano 
looked  deUght>ed  at  the  revolution  his 
eloquence  had  wrought  in  the  opinions  of 
Solanto)  I  attributed  your  conduct  too 
much  perhaps  to  injustice  and  party  ha- 
tred. You  are  young,  count  Luna,  and 
it  is  one  of  the  misfortunes  of  youth  to 
be  deceived  hy.  those  they  thinl(L  tkdr 
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friends;  thelesmnscfeicperienotf  though 
salutary,  are  sddom  pleasant,  paitieularljr 
when  they  expose  the&llaey  of  ourhc^iec^ 
or  the  frailt}"^  of  those  affedtiant  to  which 
we  have  trusted.  Connected  as  I  already 
feel  with  you,  my  lord,  I  almoM  houriy 
takeB  deeper  interest  in  every  tlmig  whieh 
ooficems  your  welfiu^e;  and  tb^refepe, 
without  hesitetton,  am  dbout  to  perform  a 
itocessary,  though  moat  painful  4uty,  to 
expose  the  calumny,  the  falsehood,  the 
unprincipled  chnacter  t)f  your  kinsman, 
l^e  baron  Adriano.^ 

•  Sigismund  stood  in  jiient^istonishmentf 
and  his  friend  appeared  overwhelmed  with 
confusion  and  disappoiiitment 
,  ^'  With  such  an  adujaer,**  €ontin«»d  So^ 
lanto,  *^  I  wonder  not  at  the  ^mnity  you 
£sel  tdwaids  the  noble  Pandolfina,  having 
myself  just  witnessed  his  undisguised  tna- 
tignity.  I  have '  veceived,  ebunt  Luha, 
ftom  the  hands  ^^n  Giacomo  Perollo, 
an  obligation  whidh  it  wiH  never  be  in 
my  power  to  tepay ;  this  obligittion  ha^ 
aiiQe  been  inoreteed  xl^  the  moaC  geflfarow 
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kindniesSy  manifested  in  every  way  which 
fais  unbounded  liberality  could  devise,  and 
ihis  insinuating  treacherous  relative  of 
yours  has  been  using  all  his  powers  to 
point  out  the  merits  of  ingratitude,  and 
heapiag;the  most  unqualified  abuse  upon 
my  friend,  regardless  alike  of  honour  and 
of  truth.  The  exalted  character  he  has 
thus  basqly  attacked*  is  fat  above  the  ma« 
lice  of  TOcb  enemies ;  but  yours,  my  lord, 
is  hourly  in  danger,  .while  he  continues  to 
be  acknowfedged  and  received  as  the  friend 
and  intimate  of  count  'Luna.  I  feel  my* 
self  so  deeply  insulted,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for;  me  to  remain  longer  as  an  inmate 
of  the  same  abode;  and  unless  the  baron 
Adriano  immediatidLy  quits  your  castle, 
I  must  reinove  myself  and  family." 

*^  Some  misunderstanding  I  fear,"  said 
Luna. 

"  No  misunderstanding,  signer,"  inter- 
rupted  Solanto ;  "  the  declarations  of  the 
baron  Adriano  were,  too  clear,  his  prin- 
ciples  too  glaringly  displayed,  to  allow  of 
any  misconstruction; .and  I  must  ag^in 
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repeat  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  both  toi 
ccmtinue  your  guests,"  Thus  «ayingj  the 
baron  withdrew,  leaving  Luna  and:  hiaf 
partismi  confounded  at  his  calmly  et  de« 
€ided  resolution. 

Sigiamund  regretted  the  unfc»*tuiiate 
diseiiasion,  and  more  especially  that  hist 
friends  zeal  for  his  service  had  brought 
upon  him  the  unpleasant  reproaches  of 
the  baron. 

.  To  his  regrets  Adriano  answered— 
"  For  myself,  I  shall  find  a  time  to  repay 
the.  compliments  of  this  most  magnani- 
mcHis  cavalier ;  my  only  anxiety  is  to  for- 
ward yotir  excellenza's  interest.  The  po« 
Ucy.  of  don  Giacomo  begins,  I  find,  to 
work ;  he  trusts,  through  the  influence  of 
this  new  connexion,  to  alienate  all  your 
former  friends,  and  thus  draw  you  unre- 
sistingly into  his  power.  Our  best  line 
of  conduct  appears  to  me  to  be,  to  hu- 
lUimt  them  in  all  things,  till  you  have 
secured  the  lady  Costanza,  I  can  with- 
draw to  the  house  of  Calandrino,  and,  for 
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the  present,  let  our  intercourse  be  private, 
Oflfer  no  resistance  to  their  party  to-mor- 
row ;  affect  a  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
the  baron,  which  will,  I  doubt  not^  soon 
produce  the  effect  we  wish,  and  restore 
us  to  liberty  of  action,  and  the  enjoyment 
of  a  prompt  revenge,  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  which  I  shall  console  myself  for 
the  present,  under  the  insult  I  have  just 
received." 

"  Your  advice,  my  friend,'*  said  Luna, 
"  is  always  temperate,  but  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult for  me  to  follow  it;  any  thing  but 
Costanza  would  be  dearly  purchased  at  such 
a  sacrifice  of  my  feelings ;  but  I  will  in  all 
things  endeavour  to  follow  your  direc- 
tions." 

When  Solan  to  and  Luna  next  met,  the 
latter  offered  some  slight  excuse  for  the 
conduct  of  Peralta,  and  informed  the  baron 
he  had  withdrawn  from  the  castle. 

Solanto  congratulated  his  young  friend 
en  having  escaped  the  snares  of  a  secret 
foe,  thanked  him  for  the  moderation  he 
had  shewn,  and  kindly  hoped  that  Cos- 
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tanza  would  acknowledge  the  temper  and 
sel€>commaBd  he  had  evinced  in  all  ^.yhich 
related  to  the  affair.  During  the  rest  of 
the  day,  Sigismund  exerted  himself  to 
conceal  his  real  sentiments,  and  Solanto 
forbore  to  recall  the  subject  of  his  ap- 
proaching visit  to  PeroUo. 

On  the  evening  preceding  the  festival, 
Federico  had  been,  visiting  the  abbot  of 
the  Dominican  convent  in  the  valley 
Delli  Guimari,  to  whom  he  had  been 
known  from  infancy,  and  was  returning 
alone  through  the  rocky  valley  towards  the 
private  gate  of  the  Casa  di  PeroUo,  when 
his  attention  was  arrested  by  the  clashing 
of  arms,  which  sounded  from  the  adjoining 
road,  which  led  in  the  direction  of  the 
baths;  and  hastening  to  the  spot  from 
whence  the  noise  came,  he  saw  a  tall  ca- 
valier, with  his  back  agahist  a  rock,  de- 
fending himself  from  the  attack  of  four 
men.  At  the  first  glance  he  recognized 
the  same  figure  he  had  seen  amidst  the 
ruins  of  Segesta,  and  v^ho  had  excited  the 
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alarms  of  Baptista  during  great  part 
their  jouraey  from  Palermo :  though  Pe- 
rollo  had  heard  the  atrocious  characta  of 
the  baron  Delia  Bardia,  and  suspicions 
were  strongly  against  him  that  he  had  in-: 
tended  some  mischief  to  himself  by  the 
midnight  visit  at  Castel  Vetrano^  yet  every 
idea  instantly  disapp^red  from  the  mind 
of  Federico,  but  thatof  the  dispropcxtionate 
force  by  which  he  was  attacked,  and  the 
danger  to  which  he  was  exposed ;  he  flew 
immediately  to  his  aid,  and  two  of  the 
assailants  turning  to  meet  him,  gave  the 
barone  some  respite  from  his  enemies.  The 
men  fought  bravely,  but  the  coolness  of 
Ferollo,  and  his  superior  skill  in  the  use 
of  his  weapon,  in  a  few  moments  stretched 
one  of  them  at  his  feet,  and  disarmed  the 
second,  who  fled  from  the  spot ;  he  then 
joined  in  the  contest  with  those  who  still 
pressed  the  barone,  by  whose  hand  another 
of  the  ruffians  fell ;  and  with  the  aid  of 
Perollo,  he  succeeded  in  securing  the  per- 
son of  the  one  who  remained,  who  being 
disarmed,  and  in  the  powerful  grasp  of 
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Ddlft  Bardia,  earnestly  implored  forgive- 
ness. 

**  Who  set  you  on  to  seek  my  life?'* 
exclaimed  the  baron,  furiously. 
.    "It  iv«8  not  from  the  reward,'*  said  the 
man,  "  but  from  a  wish  to  serve  my  chieti 
«ount  I^una,'' 

•*  Liar  r  cried  Delia  Bardift;  "  count 
JjXMk  liired  you  ilot  to  miirder  his  firmest 
friends." 

"*  Nt>t  fh^  ccmnt  hintseU;''  replied  the 
jpiisoiier^  ^'but  his  Vatial  Maroo,  who  en- 
gaged me  to  prevent  yoitr  ekceQenea  from 
hxe^kk^goff  th^  mfirriafe  of.  count  Luna, 
byvprodudbag.the  other  htdy  iMbo  is  iA 

ymir  custody.^ 

i  "  IMd  BO  one  dsfe  ^engage  ycHir  ser"* 
vices?" 

■  <*  No;  sigilor  Mm^  who  liesde^d  be- 
ibre  you,  Hvas  the  pefton  who  promised 
me  the  .reward,  abd  toM  me  why  yout 
exoellenza  must  beent'^  to  emtore  the 
luippkiete  x)f  ills  miaster.'' 
.r^^.A»  you  hc^  fdrBierayv''  saUL  Delia 
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Bardia,  "  tell  me  if  the  count  or  his  mo- 
ther knew  of  the  proceeding  ?** 

The  assassin  swore  most  solemnly  that 
he  had  declared  all  he  knew. 

*'  Have  you  no  more  to  reveal  2?  said 
th^  baron. 

"  No,  signor,  as  I  hope  for  pardon  here 
and  hereafter* 

"Then  take  the  punishment  you  merit,*^ 
cried  Accursi,  shortening  his  sword,  and 
plunging  it  in  the  bosom  of  his  victim ; 
*^  the  revenge  of  Delia  Bardia  knows  not 
mercy  or  forgiveness.'* 

Federico  interposed,  but  too  late.— -^ 
"  Shame  !"  he  exclaimed,  indignantly ; 
^*  shame,  signor,  on  this  disgraceful  act, 
to  murder  your  prisoner,  thus  disarmed 
and  in  your  power." 

"  He  would  have  shewn  the  same  com- 
passion to^  myself,"  said  the  baron,  and 
looking  earnestly  at  his  preserver,  ex- 
claimed— "  Perollo's  son  !" 

"  Yes,  signor,  it  is  the  son  of  don  Gia- 
como  Perollo,  who  has  been  so  fortunate 
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as  to  render  you  assistance,  and  who  la- 
ments that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  save 
you  from  this  last  act  of  cruelty  and 
rage." 

Signor  PeroUo,"  said  Delia  Bardia, 
I  have  hmg  sought  your  life;  I  have 
vowed  the  destruction  of  your  family ;  it 
is  perhaps  a  fatal  act  into  which  you  have 
been  betray  ed,** 

"  My  family  and  myself,'*  replied  Fe- 
derico,  "  are  under  the  protection  of  a 
Providence,  which  will  defend  us,  as  it  has^ 
hitherto  done,  from  the  snares  of  those 
who  seek  our  destruction ;  and  confiding 
in  that  support,  no  Perollo  would  forfeit 
its  favour  by  abandoning  the  direst  of  his 
foes  to  treachery  and  assassination." 

**  Then  let  them  seek  the  shelter  of  a 
doister,"  replied  Accursi,  with  a  sneer, 
•*  and  they  will  escape  my  pursuit  For 
you,  signor,  I  shaU  remember  your  ser- 
vices to-night,  and  henceforward  forego 
my  purposed  vengeance;  and  though  I 
^cannot  feel  towards  you  any  sentiments  of 
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friendship  even  as  the  preserver  of  my  UfCf 
though  the  injuries  and  insults  heaped  on 
me  by  your  father  are  imprinted  oa  my 
memory  in  characters  which  never  can  be 
ef&ced,  and  shall  one  day  be  deeply 
avenged,  yet  tibe  fortunate  succour  I  have 
to-night  received  from  you  will  be  equaDy 
indelible." 

"  I  wish  not,"  replied  Perollo,  with  a 
smUe,  *^  to  be  separated  from  tke  danger 
with  which  you,  ^ignor,  seem  to  threataEi 
ny  &mily,  and  beg  that  the  trifling  ser* 
vice  I  have  rendered,  may  not  barthen 
you  with  any  feelings  of  gratitude  which 
sit  so  uncomfortably  on  your  spirit.  To 
the  same  Providence  that  watches  over 
my  father  and  my  friends,  and  to  the 
sword  I  carry,  1  am  willing  to  trust  for 
protection  from  the  vengeance  of  the  ba- 
rone  della  Bardia." 

"  Your  confidence,  signor  Perollo,  might 
perhaps  be  convicted  of  rashness ;  but  from 
this  time  forth,  I  shall  never  raise  my  arm 
against  your  life :  it  is  in  your  power  to 
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{nirdiftse  thy  farth^  gctod  <^{nIoTt,  by  not 
ififtnediately  promulgrtSng  wbaft  ba^  passed 
to  all  the  citizens  of  Sdacau* 

*•  I  have  never  been  wont  to  feoast  of 
eemmoti  acts  of  hum^ity,**  replied  Fede^ 
iicib ;  ^  and  though  t  shall  hot  pledge  my^ 
aelf  to  secfecy»  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
inalce  theses  drcumstailces  public ;  and  as 
I  can  be  of  A6  farther  service,  nor  wish  to 
prolong  this  ootivertaflon,  shall  now  bid 
you  fareWen.** 

Delk  Bctfdia  returned  his  salutation; 
and  they  paiKed; 

When  Pedeiico  reisched  the  Casa  di 
FeroDo,  he  did  not  for  some  time  mention 
the  affair  to  any  one,  and  would  probably 
have  concealed  it  altogether^  but  for  the 
confession  of  the  asisassin,  that  the  motive 
for  the  attetnpt  was  to  pt^veht  the  pro- 
ducitioh  of  some  kdy,  who  might  break 
off  the  contract  between  coimt  Luna  and 
the  signohi  di  Solaiito.  This  information 
llad  conveyed  to  his  heart  the  most  over* 
flo^nng  happiness,  and  he  had  soon  con* 
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vinced  himself  that  the  lad;  Lucretia  was 
still  alive,  and  in  tibe  custody  o(  Aceurd ; 
or  that  some  lady  existed,  witli  whom 
count  Luna  bad  formed  a  precontract  of 
marriage.  It  was  at  all  events  his  daty  to 
communicate  these  tidings  to  the  baron 
Solanto ;  but  the  di^ctilty  consisted  in  the 
method  of  doing  it ;  his  own  perianal  in- 
terference was  rendered  impossible  by  the 
consciousness  of  the  interest  he  took  in  the 
lady.  He  was  determined  not  to  involve 
his  father  in  any  new  contest  with  the 
house  of  Luna,  and  therefore  don  Paolo 
was  the  only  person  whom  he  could  com- 
mission to  give  the  intelligence  to  the  par- 
ties interested. 

Federico  confided  to  Gaetano  the  plan 
he  intended  to  pursue,  and  his  friend  fully 
approving  his  intention,  he  sought  his 
kinsman  early  in  the  morning,  and  laid  tlie 
wliole  affair  before  him.  Doi^ Paolo  acknow- 
ledged the  propriety  of  mentioning  the 
intelligence  to  Solanto,  and  undertook  to 
do  so,  without  involving  Federico  in  any 
way,  unless  his  evidence  should  be  abso- 
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lutely  necessary,  which  did  not  appear 
likely  to  be  the  case. 

The  barone  della  Bardia,  when  left  by 
his  preserver,  instantly  took  measures  to 
remove  the  bodies  of  the  three  men  whob 
had  fallen,  wishing  to  prevent  any  public 
inquiry  into  the  transaction ;  and  when  he 
had  accomplished  his  purpose,  bent  hi9 
steps  to  the  Castel  di  Luna,  where  he 
sought  the  apartment  of  the  countess*. 
The  frequency  of  his  private  interviews 
had  rendered  them  no  longer  a  matter  of 
observation  to  the  family,  and  he  made 
his  way  unnoticed  and  unannounced  to 
her  presence. 

The  lady  was  pacing  the  room,  with 
marks  of  evident  perturbation  and  anxiety, 
when  Accursi  threw  open  the  door,  and 
stood  before  her  in  the  archway,  ^e  ut- 
tered an  involuntary  scream,  and  trembled 
violently* 

"  I  am,  I  fear,  an  unwelcome  and  un- 
expected visitor,'*  he  said,  in  a  tone  of 
fimothered  fury ;  "  your  excellenza  is  not 
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Dmnl  to  be  so  dbstorbed,  even  at  the  pre- 
sence of  Delia  Bardia.'* 

*'  I  wai  thinking  upon  other  subjects^" 
s^  tatwered,  in  a  tone  of  hedtatkm  and 
confusion. 

^  Vastly  interesting,  no  doubt,  madame* 
May  I  be  induced  in  leamuig  the  subject 
of  your  meditations  ?  you  can  have  no  se- 
crets from  so  dear  and  mtimate  a  friend  as 
loyself-— one  ivhom  you  so  highly  value, 
and  so  a£feeticmately  regard.'* 

The  oHintess  looked  at  him,  but  un- 
able to  stand  the  searching  glance  of  his 
dark  eye,  turned  away  in  terror  and  con- 
fusion. 

*^  £vents  of  strange  and  unexpected 
occurrence  are  daUy  happening  to  us  aU," 
he  continued ;  "  I  have  just  Imd  a  friendly 
interview  with  young  PeroUo ;  to-morrow, 
perhaps,  I  may  visit  at  his  father's  castle." 

**  Have  you  again  attempted  his  life?" 
asked  the  lady. 

^*  ONTo,  signord ;  nor  ever  mean  it  more ; 
I  aui  too  deeply  indebted  to  the  youth. 
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ever  to  raise  n)y  fadtnd  against  hhn.  When 
in  such  an  enemy  one  finds  a  deliverer, 
one  may  dmosC  expect  to  find  treachery 
amongst  one%  friends^  were  not  the  at- 
tempt too  wild  and  fraintiei'' 

^  I  have  reflected  on  the  subject  of 
Frandsca,"  said  the  countess,  **  and  wilL 
put  her  into  your  band*  whenever  you 
shall  choose  to  fix  the  day/' 

*^  Indebted,  no  doubt,  entirely  to  y(»»i  ^ 
friendly  dispotitioH  towards  me  for  this 
mdooked-fbr  concession,  perhaps,  signora,. 
I  may  avail  myself  of  it  speedily.    Has  > 
your  exc^enza  seen  the  count's  faithful 
vassal,  Marco,  of  late  ?" 

^  Marco  T  feintly  articulated  the  coun* . 
tess;  sinking  into  her  chair. 

^  Yes,  signora,  Marco ;  does^  the  men-^ 
tion  of  his  name  excite  saA  strange  emo- 
tions?'* 

Delia  B^4a  was  now  silent^  and  the 
pause  to  the  countess  w^s  dreadful.    She 
saw  that  her  itittfntiohs  had  Med,  and  were 
^Kscovered.    Well  ^Bd  she  know  the  vin- . 
dietive  spirit  siie  bad  |tovokeds  andtJbti^ 
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power  he  had  of  inflicting  upon  her  what^ 
ever  punishment  he  might  think  proper. 
She  trembled  before  his  inquiring  gaze,, 
and  knew  not  how  to  appease  him.  Acy 
cursi  seemed  rejoicing  in  the  torment  he 
inflicted^  and  inclined  to  prolong  it  to  the 
utmost* 

At  length  the  lady,  no  longer  able  to 
endure  the  silence,  asked  when  he  pur* 
posed  visiting  Santa  Caterina  ? 

"  As  soon  as  every  tiling  can  be  pre- 
pared at  Santo  Bartolomeo  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  baroness  della  Bardra." 

"  I  will  arrange  the  payment  of  her 
dower,  as  may  be  most  convenient  to  you," 
said  the  countess,  hoping  to  sooth  him. 

*'  It  may  not  be  in  your  power,  signonu 
Your  fate  is  not  yet  decided.** 

Again  she  trembled  and  sat  silent,  not 
daring  to  venture  on  any  inquiries,  and 
Accursi,.  after  another  pause,  said— 
"  Your  intentions  against  me,  signora, 
have  failed,  and  fortunate  it  is  for  you 
that  they  have  done  so;  you  may  still  be 
of  use  in  forwarding  my  plans^  and  there- 
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fore  for  a  time  I  shall  leave  your  crimes 
unpunisl]^ ;  biit,  in  leturn,.  shaU  require 
the  most  unresisting  obedience  in  all 
things.  I  too  much  despise  any  attempts 
against  my  life  to  fear  them,  but  agaii» 
assure  you,  that  you  will  bring  down 
speedy  destruction  and  disgrace  upon  the 
house  of  Luna,  should  you  succeed,  and 
another  trial  would  carry  you  a  prisoner^ 
to  Palermo^  to  answer  fer  the  enormities 
you  have  committed.  It  suits,  my  purpose 
to  spare  you  for  the  present,,  but  my  life 
shall  not  be  exposed  to  your  tveacheryr 
nor  the  fulfilment  of  my  wishes  delayed.*^ 
The  countess  attempted  some  incoherent' 
defence  of  herself;  but  Accursi  imperi* 
onsly  cconmanded  het  to  be  silen^  and  on 
the  morrow  to  dispatch,  an  order  to  the 
abbess  c^  Santa  Caterina,  that  the  person 
o£  the  novice  Franciisca  should  be  deliver^ 
ed  to  his  care  whenever  he  chose  to  require 
it. — **  It  is  not  my  wish,**  be  added,  "  to 
punish  the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  nor^ 
to  trespass  on  the  obligations  ivlsuc^k  I  owe. 
to  the  chteflainof  my  fiunily»tl  shall  not 
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^lerefore  insist  on  tfafr  ]iublic  Irecognitioil 
of  Frandstt's  rights,  till  aftef  the  union 
if  don  Sigbihutid  with  the  daughter  of 
SohntOy  ftnless  compelled  by  uhfc^reseen 
eifieufn^tatices  to  sudi  a  meastire." 

The  counters  express^  her  thanks  fi»r 
tills  last  assurance,  and  promised  a  ready 
dbedience  to  his  iVidies.  AH  ber  endea-. 
¥Ours  to  conciliate  were  however  vmn,  and 
Delia  Bardia  quitted  her  presence  with  at 
look  of  silent  contempt,  leaving  her  td  the 
agony  of  ter  own  reflections,  which  was? 
considerably  increased  by  the  uncertainty 
s^e  wa^  in,  a&  to  the  measures  the  barone 
might  take  to  visit  her  offence  against 
himself. 

All  the  friends  and  adherents  of  Pan- 
dolfina  assembled  on  the  day  appointed 
for  the  thanksgiving  of  the  captives,  to 
attend  the  procession  from  the  Casa  di 
PeroUo  td  the  principal  church.  The 
streets  were  lined  by  the  retainers  of  don 
Giacomo  and  hiii  friends,  and  thronged  by 
crowds  of  dtizens,  who  extolled^  in  terms 
of  loud  admirati(»i,  the  conduct  of  Fe- 
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roUo/  his  lib^tdity,  ^and  tlie  iitfl^iUe  jus^- 
tice  ivith  which  he  protected  them  froin 
the  oppiiDSsicMi  of  tfa&  nobles. 

Dcm  Giaoomo,  with  the  baroness  So- 
lantOy  led  the  procession,  ahd  were  imme*^ 
diately  followed  hy  the  berbn,  who  wasT 
accompanied  l^  the  prior  of  San  Yito ;  and 
the  baroness  Pandolfina,  LanddKhi,  hitf 
daughter,  aaid  the  senior  monk  of  the  same 
convent,  succeeded;  after  whom  came 
Lndonco  and  the  inferior  captives,  eachr 
conducted  by  vorne  noble  connexioi^  of 
dcfti  Giacamo^  and  a  brother  of  San  Vito, 
and  bearing  an  olive-brandi  in  their  hands.' 
It  was  with  r^et  that  Federico  resigned 
the  attendance  uponOostan^aio  don  Paolo^ 
and,  to  the  consterhation  of  Pignatelli,  he 
fbiind  himself  bUlged  to  ^socHrt  the  comi- 
tess  Sambuca. 

The  procession  passed  in  solemn  siftmce 
through  the  city.  The  calm  and  pious 
gratitude  of  the  baroness  Solanto,  the' 
joyous  happiness  of  don  Giacomo,  the 
dignity  of  the  baroness  Fandolfina,  the' 
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military  stature  and  commanding  figure 
of  Solanto,  with  the  entranced  devotion 
of  Marguerita,  formed  a  contrast  the  most 
lively  and  impressive.  Every  one  seemed 
to  enter  into  the  solemn  and  grateful  na- 
ture of  the  duty  in  ^ivhich  they  were  en- 
gaged, and  the  deepest  silence  sealed  the 
lips  of  all  save  one. 

"  Did  you  observe,  signor  Fignatelli," 
asked  the  countess  Sambuca,  **  what  a 
veil  the  lady  Coistanza  has  got  ?  It  is  the 
most  beautiful  thing  I  ever  beheld;  I 
would  give  the  universe  for  such  aiiothen 
The  signora  Luchese  has  one  she  makes  a 
great  parade  about,  but  it  really  is  nothing 
like  this ;  I  hope  she  will  die  with  vex- 
ation at  the  sight  of  it.'* 
-  **  We  shall  be  observed,  if  we  enter 
into  this  important  discussion  at  present, 
signora,"  said  Gaetano. 

"  You  really  are  as  bad  as  Sambuca 
himself;  but  you  need  not  expect  that  I 
shall  remain  silent  during  the  whole  of 
this  tedious  ceremony;  I  want  to  hear 
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i^in  the  whole  account  of  your  Jewish 
fiiends,  signor ;  of  theh*  beautiful  dresses 
and  divine  earrings." 

. "  For  the  present,  signora^  I  hope  you 
will  be  contented  to  attract  admiration  by 
the  charms  of  your  person,  and  reserve 
the  display  of  your  animated  conversation 
till  our  return/* 

**  As  you  are  more  civil  in  your-  manner 
<^  requesting  it  than  my  husband,  I  will 
try  what  I  can  do;  but  you  must  remem^ 
ber  that  I  am  only  a  spectator  of  this  ce* 
remony,  and  have  no  thanksgiving  to 
<^er;  and  to  tell  you  the  truth,  sig- 
nor——** 

*^  Silence,  lady,  for  pity  sake  f*  said  Pig« 
natelli.  The  lady  went  on  unheeding 
him.  ? 

Z"  To  tell  you  the  truth,  this  Serican 
seems  to  have  been  a  most  el^ant-minded 
man;  and  I  think  the  signora  LandoUili 
might  well  have  been  contented  to  remain 
with  him.  For  my  own  part,  I  was  glad 
oaough  when  I  got  away  fhttn  my  con- 
vent, and  from  the  authority  of  my  &ther. 
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I  had  expected^"  she  added,  with  a  whine 
of  lamentation,  *^to  find  myself  my  own 
mistress  when  I  married ;  and  had  I  met 
with  so^uperior  a'ereature  as  this  bassa,  I 
am  sune  I  should  not  have  wished  to  be 
delivered  from  him/'  .  . 
,  Her  com(>ani0n  saw  that  bk  endeavours 
to  keep  her  silent  were  uselesid,  and  thare^ 
fore  gave  way  io  her  garrulity,  and  the 
oountess  chattered  on  incessantly  till  they 
arrived  at  the  chuith,  where  being  ptaced 
near  the  cenmt,  «Iie  was  refitiiiihed  from 
disturbmg  ihe  scleiem  proceedings. 

Te  Deum  was  ceiebrated  with  all  tlie 
pomp  and  magnificence  usual  on  such  oc* 
casions,  and  liberal  offerings  made  by  So- 
lanto  and  FeroUov;  the  latter  insisting  on 
his  right,  as  temporary  guardian  of  Mar« 
guerita,  to  present  the  acknowledgment 
of  her  gratitude  to  the  treasury  of  the 
church;  don  Vincentio  made  some  resist- 
ance, birt;  the  generous  perseverance  of 
Pandolfina  was  iiresistible. 

During  the  interval  between  the  returq 
of  the  party  fi*dm  the  church,  and  their 
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reassembling  at  the  banqu^t^  don  Giacomoi 
accompanied  Solanto  over  the'  castle,  to. 
see  the  armoniy,  and  various  improve- 
ments which  had  been  made  to  the  strtogth 
and  ornament  of  the  building. 

**  I  know  not,**  said  Solantx>,  **  a  more 
delightful  residence  than  Sciaeca^  were  it 
not  for  the  unfortunatefeud between  yx>ur 
house,  don  Giacomo,  and  the  family  of 
IiAuna;  but  we  shall,  I  hope,  one  day  see 
this  discord  at  an  end.'* 

"  It  must  be  by  the  extinction  of  one: 
of  our  families,"  said  Fandolfina.    ^^  Don 
Sigismund  has  resisted  every  attempt  to- 
wards  a  union  with  such  pertinaoity,^  and' 
resents  so  keenly  even  offences  which  on 
our  parts,  are  not  intended,  that  it  is  im-^ 
possible  for  me  to  feel  any  thing  but  pity  - 
for  his  in&tuation,  and  dislike  for  the  ill 
conduct  it  produces.^ 

*^  I  have  good  cause,''  answered  Solanto,, 
^  to  believe  that  the  fault  resta^  not  in  don ; 
Sigismund  himself;  he  is  a  hot-headed  and 
impetuous  young  man^  and  has.  been  ill- 
aduriaedby  those  whom-  he  coimda^  ar* 
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his  friends.  Your  conduct  has  been  mis- 
represented, and  he  has  been  prompted  to 
resent  injuries  and  insults  which  existed 
only  in  the  malignant  imagination  of  those 
"ivho  find  it  expedient  to  irritate  the  ill- 
will  between  you.  As  I  may  rely  on  the 
generosity  you  have  manifested,  I  shall 
not  despair  of  restoring  him  to  reason  and 
temper/* 

Don  Giacomo  smiled. — "  Yourexcel- 
lenza  will  achieve  a  marvel  in  reconciling 
the  feuds  of  Luna  and  Perollo.  For  my- 
selfi  I  am  willing  to  join  in  amity  with 
count  Luna,  whenever  he  feels  inclined  to 
accept  my  friendship ;  but  there  are  mem- 
bers of  his  family,  who  never  will  forgive 
my  offences  towards  them.  Delia  Bardia 
has  too  good  a  memory  to  forget  my  lec- 
ture on  peculation ;  the  baron  Adriano 
will  not  lose  sight  of  the  imprisonment 
which  his  violation  of  the  laws  brought 
upon  him ;  and  the  houses  of  Imbiagnia, 
Calandrino,  and  Infontanetta,  have  lost  too 
much  by  the  restriction  of  their  oppressions 
on   the  lower  dass  of  citizens,  to  make 
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them  sincere  advocates  for  peace  and  con-' 
cord." 

"  Much  perhaps  might  be  done,"  ob- 
served Solanto,  "  by  detaching  don  Sigis- 
mund  from  his  party,  and  the  new  in* 
fluence  we  may  perhaps  acquire  over  him 
will  not  be  useless." 

«  I  may  be  imprudent,  perhaps  imper- 
tinent,"  said  don  Paolo,  who  was  the  only 
person  now  in  company  with  the  two  gen- 
tlemen ;  "  but  I  hope  that  my  intentions 
will  plead  for  me,  when  I  say,  that  if  your 
^xcellenza  values  the  peace  and  happiness 
of  donna  Costanza,  as  highly  as  it  is  na- 
tiu^  you  should,  you  will  avoid  the  ful- 
filment of  any  engagement  for  the  pre- : 
sent." 

Solanto  looked  with  surprise  at  this  ad- 
dress. Don  Paolo  had  taken  no  part  in 
the  previous  conversation,  and  his  present 
interference  excited  the  astonishment  both 
of  the  baron  and  don  Giacomo. 

"  I  may  find  no  other  opportunity  so 
favourable,"  continued  don  Paolo,  "  to 
speak  without  observation,  saixd  I  have 
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motives  which  urge  me  strongly  to  this 
warning.    Baron  Solanto/'  he  added,  in  an 
impressive  tone,  ^^  I  speak  not  as  an  enemy 
to  the  house  of  Luna ;  the  count  possesses 
many  amiable  qualities,  and  I  am  most 
willing  to  allow  them*;  I  accuse  no  one, 
but  there  are  mysterious  circumstances  at^ 
tached  to  the  party,  which  require  expla- 
nation, and  without  it,  may  for  ever  de- 
stroy the  happiness  of  your  family ;  I  ask, 
only  for  your  own  sake,  that  you  will  not 
he  precipitate,  that  you  will  avoid  all  proi^ 
mises  for  a  time,  and  carefully  observe  the 
inmates  of  Luna  Castle.    Be  assured  this 
is  not  the  insidious  jealousy  of  hereditary 
hatred ;  doubt  me  if  you  will,  but  attend 
to  my  request ;  I  have  motives  the  most 
powerful  for  this  conduct,  but  wish  not  at 
present  to  declare  them,  and  am  unable 
to  afford  you  any  positive  proofs  of  the 
events  to  which  I  allude." 

"  From  any  other  than  my  kinsman, 
Paolo,"  said  don  Giacomo,  "  I  should  have 
laughed  at  such  a  warning,  or  treated  it 
as  one  amongst  the. numerous  inventions 
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of  bur  citizens  to  raise  suspicions  of  the 
house  of  Luna ;  but  ignorant  as  I  am  of 
his  intentions,  I  strongly  advise  your  ex- 
cellenza  to  listen  to  his  request." 

"  I  shall  without  hesitation  follow  your 
directions,  signor,"  said  the  baron ;  "  the 
character  of  don  Paolo  makes  his  advice 
at  all  times  valuable,  and  I  fully  rely  on 
his  honour  and  discretion." 

**  Flattered  as  I  feel  by  this  confidence, 
signor,"  said  don  Paolo,  "  I  can  only  at 
present  say,  I  shall  endeavour  to  deserve 
it,  and  that  nothing  but  imperious  cir- 
cumstances should  induce  me  to  act  in  so 
mysterious  and  secret  a  manner." 

The  conversation  was  interrupted  by  the 
approach  of  pther  persons,  and  no  more 
passed  upon  the  subject. 

In  the  amusements  of  Perollo  Castle, 
Costanza  soon  forgot  the  unpleasant  re- 
flections which  the  gloom  of  count  Luna's 
abode  never  failed  to  inspire.  Pignatellj, ' 
.  to  keep  the  stricter  watch  over  Federico, 
and  to  prevent  the  particularity  of  his  at- 

VOL.  II.  N 
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tentions  being  observed,  had  attached 
himself  to  her,  and  listened  with  infinite 
amirsement  to  the  vivadty  of  her  conver- 
sation, till  the  approach  of  the  countess 
gambuca  stopped  her. 

"  Well,  signbr  Pignatdli,"  she  began, 
"  I  Expect,  in  return  for  your  uncivil  treat- 
liftent  tbi$  morning,  you  will  now  intro- 
duce me  to  the  honour  of  an  acquaintance 
with  the  signora  tti  Solanto.** 

G^etano  obeyed,  and  the  countess  pour- 
ed iwth  an  almost  interminable  string  of 
compliments,  questions,  and  information, 
on  various  subjects,  to  which  Costanza 
was  unable  to  reply,  from  astonishment  at 
her  address. 

*'  How  rejoiced  I  sliould  be,"  said  the 
countess,  "  was  there  any  prospect  of  our 
forming  a  mutual  friendship  !  but  I  un- 
derstand, signora,  you  are  destined  to  that 
dreadful  count  Luna.  It  really  makes  me 
tremble  to  think  how  soon  you  may  be 
spirited  away  by  the  old  countess ;  I  am 
amaz^  you  don't  run  off,  throw  yourself 
into  a  convent,  or- 
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**  Indeed,"^  interrupted  Costanza,  "  your 
oompassion,  signora,  is  wasted  on  a  bad 
subject ;  if  I  am  hereafter  to  be  the  wife 
of  don  Sigismund,  your  character  of  him 
is  calculated  to  excite  fearful  anticipations ; 
but  I  am  under  no  alarm,  nor  would  my 
lather  force  me  to  any  dreadful  alterna- 
tive." 

"  Well,  be  must  be  a  great  delight,  my 
dear  J  as  for  naysd^  I  have  been  the  most 
unfortunate  creature  <m  earth  in  my  rela- 
tive^,  and  cannot  but  wish  that  you  were 
destined  to  aoine  more  humanized  part- 


ner." 


.  Costamsa  turned  tx>  speak  to  some  one 
n»r  her,  and  the  countess  directed  her 
conversation  to  Pignatelli,  but  in  a  voice 
loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  both  the  par- 
ties, of  whom  she  was  speaking — "  There . 
is  my  eou^n  Federico ;  he  is,  I  believe, 
an  excellent  young  man,  though  he  avoids 
nfte  so  carefully,  that  I  have  seldom-  art- 
opportunity  of  talking  with  him ;  he  would 
mako  a  nHieh  better  husband  for  the  sig*-> 
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nora  di  Solanto,  and  it  is  evident  by  his 
looks  that  he  very  much  adgiires  her ;  I 
wish  he  would  try  and  rescue  her  from  her 
inauspicious  fate." 

"  The  count  Sambuca  appears  desirous 
to  engage  your  attention,  signora,"  said 
Gaetano,  anxious  to  stop  the  conversa- 
tion. 

"  Why  need  you  heed  him  ?"  replied 
the  countess,  peevishly;  **  I  never  do, 
unless  it  is  impossible  to  help  iV 

Costanza,  covered  with  blushes  and  con- 
fusion, sought  her  mother,  and  was  some 
time  before  she  could  recover  from  the 
agitation  into  which  the  unexpected  at- 
tack had  thrown  her.  The  confusion  of. 
Federico,  which  she  had  a  glimpse  of,  and 
his  previous  manner,  had  awakened  strong 
suspicions  in  her  mind  of  his  secret  attach- 
ment ;  and  so  fully  was  she  employed  in 
reflecting  on  the  subject,  that  for  a  time 
,^he  scarcely  heard  the  conversation  which 
don  Paolo  addressed  to  her ;  but  at  length 
he  succeeded  in  gaining  her  attention,  and 
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she  was  infinitely  charmed  hy  his  man- 
ners and  observations. 

During  the  evening,  the  cavalier  Lan- 
dolini  complained  of  being  languid  and 
ill,  and  withdrew  some  time  before  the 
rest  of  the  party. 

Varied  were  the  feelings  and  reflections, 
excited  by  the  ocicurrences  of  the  day, 
which,  when  the  hour,  of  separation  came, 
possessed  the  minds  of  those  who  had 
been  engaged  in  the  busy  scene.  The^ 
baron  Solanto  pondered  with  some  anx- 
iety upon  tlie  warning  he  had  received 
from  don  Paolo.  Costanza  rejoiced  at 
escaping  from  observation,  and  at  being 
enabled  to  consider,  without  interruption, 

• 

the  circumstances  in  which  she  was  in-' 
volved.     Every  hour  brought  with  it  ad- 
ditional repugnance  to  fulfilling  her  en-- 
gagement  with  count  Luna,  and  with  dis- 
may she  reflected  on  the  observations  of 
the  countess  Sambuca,  who  could  scarcely 
be  suspected  of  having  an  opinion  of  her  > 
own,  and  spoke  of  don  Sigismund  as  one  i 
whose  bad  qualities  were  notorious.    The  ^ 
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interest  |he  h^ld  in  tl^  hefort  d  Federico 
became  daily  more  appa^e^tj  md  she 
t^>i^bt  at  times  that  she  OQuld  vf>t.  Bind 
tdiiat  sN  QUglit  not.  to  marry  Luna ;  but 
ku9w  no  sufficient  rciason  tp  g^ve  to  her 
father  or  to  the  world,  for  breaking  an 
engagement  $he  at  first  had  $wctk)|ied ; 
npr  did  shQ  feel  ^ti$fied  witli  herself  for 
wifiihing  it< 

Whibt  Co^tninza  w^  thus  uxtea^y  at  bc^ 
fitture  proepect^  F^riw  W9S  littk  kfir 
so;  he  had  forfeits  the  resohjktions  he. 
2isd  made,  aikd  found  that  in  the  presence 
d[  the  signora  dt  Soknto  his  self-oommand 
constantly  deserted  him;  he  could  not 
h€f)e  tlmt  his  condviet  and  irttentioi>s  had 
esicdped  the  eye  of  his  mother ;  for  even 
the  countess  Sambuca  appeared  to  have 
reinarked  thenv  and  he  dreaded  the  re- 
monstrances he  felt  he  had  desen'ed. 

But  none  of  the  party  who  had  met  at 
the  Casa  di  Ferollo  were  sufiering  like 
LandoUni  and  his  child.  The  former  had 
retired  to  bed  feverish  and  languid^  with 
increasing  symptoms  of  severe  tUness ;  the 
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affectionate  alarm  of  Marguerita  was  ex- 
cited, and  she  sat  by  his  couch,  promising 
that  every  half-hour  should  be  the  last  of 
her  vigil ;  her  father  had  declined  the  at- 
tendance of  any  of  the  domestics,  hoping 
he  should  sleep  and  be  refreshed ;  and 
after  they  had  retired  to  rest,  Marguerita 
was  unwilling  to  summon  any  one,  nor 
could  she  quit  her  father,  who  before 
morning  felt  so  ill,  that  he  did  not  even 
desire  her  absence  ;  and  when  Gaetano,  at 
^n  early  hour,  came  to  inquire  how  his  old 
friend  had  rested,  he  found  Marguerita 
pale  and  ill  from  watching,  but  still  more 
so  from  anxiety  and  alarm,  and  Landolini 
very  seriously  indisposed. 
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